












Assessment of Affects: 

49 Mitcham Road, Ashburton 

Proposed Activity: 

The proposal is to operate a rural contracting business from a property at 49 Mitcham Road, a 10ha 

lifestyle block running sheep and cattle.   

The contracting business makes hay and baleage for clients around the district, with the bulk of 

clients being located north of the Ashburton River.  The business also makes hay and baleage on site 

for personal use by the property owners. The owner of the contracting business lives on site. 

Potential effects from this activity: 

The site of the yard is set back approximately 200m from Mitcham Road.  The yard is located roughly 

in the middle between the east and west boundaries.  It is located 100m from the closest 

neighbouring house with the property house and trees being between the yard and that 

neighbouring house.  Other neighbouring houses are located between 130-300m away on each of 

the other boundaries.  There are large tree shelter belts on all boundaries except along the Mitcham 

Road frontage.  A shelter belt will be planted along this boundary to screen the road. Access to 

Mitcham Road is via an existing entranceway approximately in the middle of the property which has 

clear sight both ways. 

The equipment to be kept in site includes 6 tractors, hay mowers, hay rakes, balers, baleage 

wrappers and carting trailers.  This harvesting equipment is used primarily over the summer months 

during the harvest season, from October to April each year.  The hours of operation during summer 

months is between 7am and midnight (weather depending).  Most days the tractors and equipment 

will leave the yard in the morning and return in the evening – potentially 10-12 movements per day.  

Depending on the location of the work, some machinery will not return to the yard for several days 

as it will remain on the client’s properties until work is completed.  To limit any impact on 

neighbours, machinery returning to the yard in the evening would be limited to parking in the main 

yard to prevent any noise and light nuisance. 

During the winter months, May to September the vehicle movements are limited to tractors and 

trailers leaving the yard to deliver baleage and hay to clients during the hours of 7am to 7pm – 

potentially 2-4 movements per day, sometimes no traffic movements. 

Some harvested material will be stored on site but the bulk is stored on various client’s properties 

and relocated as and when required.  Any baleage stored on site will be individually wrapped 

preventing any leaching to ground.  Hay will be stored in the property hay barn. 

During the harvest season four staff members will be working in the business.  Depending on the 

location of the machinery, some will go directly to their machinery off site, otherwise they will meet 

on site before leaving to their respective jobs. The office and toilet facilities are located in the 

property house.  

Diesel fuel is stored in a fully enclosed and bunded 5,000 L hired fuel tank.  The fuel company service 

and refill the tank as and when required.  Servicing of the tractors is carried mostly by specialist 

tractor servicing companies.  There is a spill kit and fire extinguishers on site.  Any waste oil not 

removed by the servicing company is disposed of at the Ashburton Resource Recovery Park drop off 

site. 



The yard has a four bay shed which includes a small workshop in the yard which has internal lighting 

only.  The workshop has two open bays attached with limited internal lighting.  There is no plan at 

this time to add external lights, however if they were to be added there would be no impact on any 

neighbours due to the sheds location. 

The driveway and yard is gravel yard and to prevent dust will be sprayed regularly with vegetable oil 

as a dust suppressant.  Noise nuisance is limited as the machinery travels in and out of the drive at a 

slow speed. 

Machinery is mostly ‘blown’ down with leaf blowers to remove dust and debris to prevent 

overheating or crop contamination.  Occasionally they are cleaned with water blasters only, with 

limited chemical being used. 

 

 

 

 



 

Storage areas: 

1. Main yard for machinery  

2. Additional machinery along with temporary 

storage for straw and baleage 

Trees to be planted to screen yard from road 
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RECORD OF TITLE 
UNDER LAND TRANSFER ACT 2017 

FREEHOLD
Search Copy

 Identifier 412549
 Land Registration District Canterbury
 Date Issued 25 July 2008

Prior References
CB32B/1228

 Estate Fee Simple
 Area 10.1199 hectares more or less
 Legal Description Lot    1 Deposited Plan 403730

Registered Owners
Lindsay          George Drummond, Cristine Judith Drummond and Grant James Anderson Proudfoot

Interests

Subject                    to a right to convey water over part marked A on DP 403730 specified in Easement Certificate 826000.6 - 7.9.1989
   at 10:17 am
Appurtenant                 hereto is a right to convey water specified in Easement Certificate 826000.6 - 7.9.1989 at 10:17 am
Subject                     to a right (in gross) to convey water over part marked A on DP 403730 in favour of Ashburton/Lyndhurst

           Irrigation Society Limited created by Transfer A34023.1 - 26.1.1992 at 11:30 am
7909969.3           Mortgage to (now) Heartland Building Society - 27.8.2008 at 3:58 pm
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