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Big Little Theatre Company
Earn Their Stripes

It’s not often a show comes to Mt Somers so when I saw The
Big Little Theatre Company’s production “There’s an Element
of Risk” was coming to the War Memorial Hall I immediately
booked tickets.

And I loved it! The play grew out of The Big Little Theatre
Company’s annual week-long Summer School in January 2022.
Devised by the senior youth of the company it was written with
great insight into how it was for those who went to war and those
who had to hold the fort back home. I was impressed with the
script’s humour and emotional intelligence — I had tears twice!
The lads in the trenches were both funny and vulnerable, as were
their women/families back home.

I thought the concept of taking us backstage on a production was
clever. And the music was a genuis touch adding a provocative
dimension — once again both entertaining and emotive. The
Andrews Sisters were polished and Maddie Webb’s solo “The
White Cliff’s Of Dover” was exquisite.

A big thank you to The Big Little Theatre Company for bringing
quality theatre to us right here in Mt Somers. I look forward to
the next show! By Deb Stanaway

Mount Somers Village Flooding

A draft plan to seek commitment from Ashburton District Council
and E-Can to commit to work to mitigate the impact of flooding on
the Mount Somers Village.

Overview

¢ In the last 18 months there have been several flood events that
have severely affected homes, property, roads, sheds, the local school
and businesses ability to open.

* The same issue has come up each time with flood water coming
down from the high country/Ashburton Gorge farms, flooding stock
water races, breaching banks and flowing through the village from the
North West end, as well as at the Rakaia Arundel Gorge Road turn off.
¢ These events have had a severe impact on people in the Mount
Somers Village. There have been tens of thousands of dollars of damage
(insurance claims) and extensive disruption to peoples lives.

¢ Ashburton Disctrict Council (at the request of the Citizens
Association) attended a meeting in Mount Somers on 11 August

2022. This meeting was attended by Liz McMillian (Deputy Mayor),
Chrisssie Drummond (Infrustructure Services Support Lead), Andy
Guthrie (Asset Manager), Jeremy Lambert (Roading Engineer North)
and members of the Mount Somers Citizens Association. Several
ideas for channeling the water from Ashburton Gorge Road around
the back of the village and straight out to the North Branch of the
Ashburton River were discussed.

e When asked, the officials were not able to provide information
about options, budget for the work, timing for anything, process for
consenting through E-Can for the channeling or how the required
easements may be done on the private land that may be required for
this channel.

e The Citizens Association discussed next steps with ADC and
highlighted that in the absence of a plan, or information about how
to progress this, or allocated budget, that we would follow up with
an open letter to ADC, Councillors, E-Can, relevant Ministers, and
the local MP.
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Ashburton Forks Storage Units
9 and 6 metre deep units with Extra Height
to accommodate Boats, Motorhomes, Caravans etc.

24/7 monitored security. Power and lights in each unit.

To check availablity contact
Daisy on 03 3030 802
or message 021 212 3181 ...

Check out our webpage  roncs ]
e

storage-ashforks.co.nz‘home/ ;

1807 Ashburton Staveley Rd | aat
(AshForksEngineering)

T

Staveley Ice Rink update

It has been an up and down winter at the rink this year. We

started winter of with some really good frosts just not enough
of them! Just as fast as the ice built up this year it's melted
away. So we've now closed for the season, sadly without
even opening!
But the good news is... the guys have emptied the rink for
the project to start! Yes that’s right! The old buggers want to
be Curling before they can't lift the 20kg curls, so better get
it sorted now!
We are still in need of sponsorship, if you have a spare few
$$ our bank account is below. Or if you don’t mind $1,300 of
pipe added to your ATS account flick Carl Shannon a text with
your ATS/Rural Co acc number: (027 4361 051) all support
will be very much appreciated!

Donate, our account is Staveley Hall Society 020836
0027887 00

HOLDAWAY
ARSI

TIME TO BOOK IN

BEET PLANTING

Call Jacob today
to discuss your
requirements and options,
which include. . ..

2 < 375mm and 500mm

row spacing options

e« Fertiliser down the spout

www.jholdawaycontracting.com
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Fairer deal at the

checkout for Kiwis
25 August 2022
Jo Luxton, MP for Rangitata

I have been keeping an eye on the devastating
flooding in the Nelson Tasman area and want
to pass on my thoughts to everyone who [*
has been impacted by these severe weather
events. The weather has caused considerable
damage and been extremely disruptive.

I wanted to give an update on our Governments next steps in our work
to make sure Kiwis pay a fair price at the supermarket till. We have
announced changes that will force supermarkets to sell groceries to
competitors at set prices, if they don’t open up fair access voluntarily.
This is an unprecedented shake-up of the grocery sector and will see the
supermarket duopoly forced to sell groceries to their competitors at set
prices, if they fail to adequately wholesale market voluntarily.

Our plan will give a leg up to the likes of smaller retailers and may pave
the way for new market entrants. It means other retailers outside of the
current duopoly will now be able to source and sell a wider range of
groceries at better prices.

Under these changes the existing duopoly will be required to negotiate
wholesale offerings to their competitors on commercial terms. However
if those prices are not what we would expect in a competitive wholesale
market the new Grocery Commissioner will be able to impose additional
regulation to force fairer prices.

The new system will incentivise the major supermarkets to play fair. But
if they don’t, the Commission will be able to use powerful new tools to
make them do so.

Our Government is working to address the systemic lack of grocery
competition in New Zealand. This announcement is just the latest in our
plan to deliver a fairer deal at the checkout for Kiwis.

A+ T AT X
Pedrolle pumps are designed 19 lify
water from wells, tanks or waterways
to supply anything requiting a
reliable preasurised water syatem,
Typical uses include homes,

gardens, stock troughs, K-ine and
tank filling.

Available as 3dhp, 1hp, 1 1i2hp,
2hp and Thp sires,

We have the water pump fo suit your silustion, call In today for more information

JITACL
ARTHUR CATES LTD

26 McNally Street, Ashburton 7700. Phone (03) 308 5397
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SAVE THE DATE!
SATURDAY 5th NOVEMBER 2022

The Homegrown
Garden Tour

Get a group together, block out your diary, the date
is set and it’s not to be missed. The best garden
tour yet, 4 wonderful gardens in the Mayfield
District and carefully curated artisan vendors set
to create an amazing day out.

This is the fifth, biennial Homegrown Garden Tour
organised and presented by the families of Mayfield
Playcentre. After a disappointing cancellation due
to our COVID restrictions last year we are very
excited to be launching into the best garden tour
yet!

We are very grateful to the wonderful people who
are opening their beautiful private gardens this
year, especially for this event. The names of these
gardens are soon to be released. As well as being
able to wander and explore the gardens, there will
be entertainment, great food and refreshments
to be enjoyed AND the opportunity to shop from
artisan vendors.

This is Mayfield Playcentre’s major biennial
fundraiser and all money raised from the event
go towards providing quality early childhood
education within our own district - if you buy a
ticket and attend the event you will be supporting a
great cause. Tickets go on sale very soon and will
be available online. Visit www.humanitix.com and
search Homegrown Garden Tour.

Keep an eye on our Facebook and Instagram
pages @thehomegrowngardentour for ticket
releases, exciting sneek peeks into our four
beautiful gardens and wonderful prizes as we
prepare to showcase our incredible district.
Any enquires please
email: thehomegrowngardentour@hotmail.com or
contact us through our Facebook and Instagram
pages.

HOMEGROWN

Fundraiser for Mayfield Pla yeen tre ,-
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“I absolutely recommend AgriVantage rearing

products, they are my ‘go to’... We get good
results and | see no reason to change.”

Jo Hay rears approximately 60 orphan lambs each
season; her aim is to produce thriving animals. In
her rearing toolkit she has Launchpad18 Colostrum
Powder, Sprayfo Alpha and Sprayfo Primo Lamb
Milk Replacers, plus Stalosan F which she uses as a
biosecurity aid in the shed.

Every lamb gets a feed of Launchpad18 colostrum.

“Launchpadl8is easy to measure and to mix. It takes the
guess work out of colostrum management” says Jo.

Last year she trialled Sprayfo Alpha as a starter feed (for the
first three weeks) and finished the lambs on Sprayfo Primo.

“This feeding regime resulted in the best lambs we've ever
had; growth rates were fantastic. This year we hope to rear
all the lambs with this product combination.”

Read more about Jo’s lamb
rearing programme here

Call Cherylon 021 744 185

Make an appointment for her to visit you ‘ P
on farm, talk about your rearing system and see what
advice she can offer to improve efficiency or do things
differently.

0800 64 55 76
www.agrivantage.co.nz

Launchpad18
Colostrum Powder

Whole natural colostrum
with 18% IgG.

Sprayfo Alpha + Sprayfo Primo
Lamb Milk Replacers

Ideal starter +
finisher combo. Use
a premium whole
milk powder for
good early growth
rates + a whey-
based milk powder
to enhance rumen
development.
Seamless transition.

Stalosan F
Stalosan’F

Powerful drying agent,
absorbs moisture + ammonia,
preventing proliferation of
bacteria. Non-toxic + safe

to apply while animals are
present.

szy AgriVantage

/ PROVEN ANIMAL NUTRITION
A division of Chemiplas (NZ) Ltd

»
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Book of the Month —
Mt Somers Library

Title: ‘A Little Life’

Author: Hanya Yanagihara
Publication year: 2015
A review by Elles Smallegoor

This month I'd like to introduce a book I've chosen to review but
haven’t finished reading yet. It’s calving time on farm and in the
five years that I have been farming in this spot, it has not been this
challenging. Mud and water. Mud and water. Pretty much everyday.
Each spell of sunshine and warmth is a major blessing. Yet we prize
ourselves lucky: we have enough staff, calving is going well, the cows
and calves are fine and, even though we've had new lakes and streams
forming in the paddocks, we can still see the paddocks and have dry
and warm houses to return to every night — unlike some. But all the
extra hours and effort put in took time away from reading and as I
did not have time to drive to Mt Somers to pick up a book, there was
only one book to take off the shelves at home as I know the library
has it. But yeah, it’s 720 pages long...ha! Jen Dearborn gave it to me
once, and I'd like to say, thanks Jen, as I have been hooked from
page 1. I'm reading ‘A Little Life’ by Hanya Yanagihara and I think
it’s going to be a treasure.

The contemporary novel is set in New York and follows the lives of
a group of four male friends: artist JB, architect Malcolm, lawyer
Jude and actor/waiter Willem. They've know each other since college
and are now in their late twenties, pretty much always broke (apart
from Malcolm who still lives at home with his rich parents) and
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HANYA
VANAGIHARA to have turned off their emotions,
making life hard for the last

remaining son, who wants them to show something, anything, that

| living in sad-but-at-least-somewhat
affordable apartments. In the first
few chapters, Yanagihara allows us
insight into their close friendship
through dialogue and uses different
techniques of narration to introduce
us to each individual, and does so
with great empathy and skill.
We learn, for example, that gentle
and handsome Willem grew up

in rural Wyoming and always had
a difficult relationship with his
Scandinavian-born parents. They
have lost three children and seemed

resembles feelings: “he needed to feel that something lay beneath
their imperturbable calm, that somewhere within them ran a thin
stream of quick, cool water, teeming with delicate lives, minnows
and grasses and tiny white flowers, all tender and easily wounded
and so vulnerable you couldn’t see them without aching for them

(p. 50). The imagery she comes up with here, using detailed
descriptions of a pretty and fine aquatic landscape, is very unusual
but so fitting to convey the poignancy of Willem’s sicuation. Willem
wants to see love but is faced with stony silence. We feel for him as
a reader, but also get enough information from the narrator to feel
empathy for the parents as well — or, perhaps not so much empathy
as understanding. It’s really well-written and I can’t wait to read
more. Next month I will write a proper review and let you know
how the story evolves. Until then, may lots of sun come your way.

St John
Here for Life

Pre-booked lunchbox $15.

Garden Fete

Thursday 13 October

Rakaia Gardens, 282 Awaroa School Road, Dorie, RD 11, Rakaia,
the home of Sue & Ted Rollinson

Come and join us for a great day — 100+ stalls, live music, food and 6 acres of
gardens to explore

Tickets available from Mayfield PGG, Ashburton Paper Plus, St John office (241 Tancred St), St John
Shop (129 Tancred St), Rakaia Four Square, Joosh (Geraldine) or online at www.eventfinda.co.nz

Tickets now available $15 ($20 on the day at the gate), children 5 yrs+ $5
ATM & EFTPOS available onsite

Raising funds for Mid Canterbury St John

10am - 4pm
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The Old Post Office Library

Another month has flown by but hopefully the rain events will leave us
alone and we can now enjoy some spring sunshine. Lovely to see the
down country new lambs appearing, daffodils and crocuses flowering,
and rhodos and camellias colouring our grey days.

The library has undergone changes too! A massive thanks must go to
the community funded grant that Ashburton District Council gifted
us for our new heat pump. Thank you to Jacky at Smith and Church
for giving us some discount off the unit so we could work within our
money allowance. Hamish and his offsider from ElectraServe very ably
installed it on a freezing morning at the end of July. This heating now
gives us a nice toasty library if used correctly! Amazing how many
of our volunteers do not own or have never operated a heat pump!!
Anne and I have also had a major sort out of books. We have at least
10 cartons for bookarama. Over the past couple of months 115 brand
new books have been purchased for our shelves and this isn’t counting
good donated and bought second hand ones.

Daralyn has completely sorted the YAF (young adult fiction) and
childrens section in the toll booth. These books have been either kept
by us, gone to bookarama or donated to our local school. In the toll
booth shelves now hold some yaf and childrens books but mainly the
Stack books which are good books but often too many to display in
the main library area. So do check out that wee room.

Fiction, Crime, and Contemporary fiction sections of shelving have
all been alphabetically labeled with the authors surnames first letter.
Should make finding your favourite author a little easier and help
volunteers put returns away.

Odur sincere condolences go to Joyce Grieves family. Joyce was a well
known identity within our local area. She had a full and interesting
96 years and our little library has been lucky to have all the books she
has written as well as her large scrap book collection. Over many years
Joyce had painstakingly cut out and glued into, any local newspaper
items etc into these scrap books. They are well worth browsing but
must be done within the library. Thankyou Joyce for all your foresight!
Opver the past year we have issued 1200 books out to our readers many

A Wet July

Two of our local weather experts got their heads together
recently to compare notes and see if this was the wettest
July ever.

Kay Allen and Bruce Ahearn have been collecting weather
data for many years. Bruce recorded 325mm near the bush
for July and Kay recorded 266mm in the village.

But is that a record? According to Bruce in 1963 at Staveley
they received 300mm.

The wettest winter was in 1925 for June July and August when
they recorded 512mm. So far this winter Kay has recorded
374mm with August still to go. Bruce has 408mm for June
and July alone.

The driest winter was in 1993 when after the worst winter
ever in 1992 (two large snows) Bruce recorded 59mm for the
three month winter period.

ISSUE SIXTY EIGHT
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of whom travel up from Ashburton, Methven, Rangitata, Carew and
Mayfield.

I am not telling you about any of our new books (mainly ‘cos I've
rambled on enough) so do pay a visit on a Sunday or Thursday pm
or when the sign is out. I¢’s all free.

Please remember anyone donating books to our outside shelves, we
DO NOT want encyclopaedias, gardening and cooking books, DVDs
or CDs, or any old untidy books. We want to give visitors nice quality
reading books or magazines to pick up.

Thank you. Pam Annand

Daralyn’s Picks for the Month

Skallagrig by William Horwood

The Lost Flowers of Alice Hart by Holly Ringland
‘The Huntress by Kate Quinn

The Alice Network by Kate Quinn

Rose Code by Kate Quinn

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
White Chrysanthemum by Mary Lynn Bracht
The Survivors by Kate Furnivall

Sparks like Stars by Nadia Harshimi

The Terrible Kindness by Jo Browning Wroe

A LIBRARY IS
NOT A LUXURY
BUT ONE OF THE
NECESSITIES OF
LIFE.

HENRY WARD DEECHER

Steady As You Go (SAYGO)
You could save yourself from a fall by attending SAYGO classes.
SAYGO improves:
Balance & leg strength * Flexibility ® General fitness & well-being
* Falls are the most common cause of injury in older people
* One third of people over 65 fall each year
* Half of people over 80 fall each year
* Designed for men and women
¢ Falls are not a natural part of ageing and are almost always
associated with weakened leg muscles and poor balance

So come and join us for an hour. Classes every Wednesday,
Staveley Hall 2pm. For enquiries, phone Annette Syme 3030 803

SEPTEMBER 2022



Looking positiv
Spring is just: .
around the corner.

ey Y y e il

New listing

We have genuine interest for residential/ Proud supporter of

lifestyle and rural listings. Even though it’s Mt Somers Rugby Club
winter, the market is still very active.

If you’re considering selling please contact

me for a confidential chat or free appraisal Greg Jopson

of your property. Rural and Lifestyle Sales Consultant
Extraordinary reach - Extraordinary results! M 027 447 4382

Phone Greg Jopson. E gregj@pb.co.nz

Property Brokers S
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Local vets,

Nationwide support

We have everything you need at

b Y
“‘r VetEnt Mayfield
b b
i f
s
[

Pop in and see Chantel

for all vour farm and
Y

animal health supplies.

VetEnt Mayfield

'f 1984 Arundel Rakaia Gorge Rd,
Mayfiald 4
P: (03) 303 6042

Cultivating practical
farm planning solutions

© FARM ENVIRONMENT PLANNING
© NUTRIENT BUDGETING
© SUPPORT WITH ON FARM COMPLIANCE

@ CG : JCNMA
: FPractical farm planning

Talk to Chris Gibbs P 021 317 669 E chris@cgag.nz

Mt Somers
Excavation Lid

Mayfield Playcentre

You may have noticed a bit of a trend with our updates over the last
months. We LOVE messy play!!! This week was Playcentre Aotearoa’s
messy play week which as a parent sounds terrifying and as a child
sounds like hours of fun!

There are so many benefits of messy play.

It stimulates creativity and curiosity fueling imaginations and gives
new outlets for self expression. Different tools challenge little minds
and through exploration and experimentation helps build children’s
confidence and self esteem. As children explore and try out these
different tools and skills they are developing their fine motor skills
and hand eye coordination.

Above all the shrieks of laughter and friendships created around the
paint troughs and muddy puddles are the best measure of success!
For parents the opportunity to provide these valuable opportunities
through messy play at playcentre instead of home is a huge win!

Behind the scenes the Mums have been working hard at fundraising
to keep our Playcentre open and full of opportunities!

» GENERAL FARM MAINTENANCE

o ALKATHENE PIPE LAYING

* [RRIGATION MAINLINE TRENCHING
e 8,14 & 20 TONNE DIGGERS

e TIP TRUCK & TRAILER

» GRADER
o SCREEN SHINGLE SUPPLIES

» TREE REMOVAL

Alistair Parris Owner / Operator - 20 Hinds Gorge Rd RD 8 Ashburton 7778
Ph: 027 434 7278 | E: mtsomersexcavation@xira.co.nz | www.mtsomersexcavation.co.nz

SEPTEMBER 2022
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A huge thank you to all of
you in our community who
brought raffle tickets recently.
The money is being spent
very soon on an exciting
refurbishment of our centre!

We are very excited to
announce the return of The
Homegrown Garden Tour.

After the disappointing
cancellation of last year’s
tour we are in the midst of
organising an incredible tour
around four beautiful local
gardens.

Book us in your diaries
for Saturday the 5th of

November.

Keep an eye on our
Homegrown Garden Tour
facebook and instagram pages
for updates, giveaways and
ticket sales!!!

As always we are loving
welcoming new families to
our centre and our doors are
always open for more!

Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday mornings.

RE

RURALELEVIRIVAL LIV

ANYTHING ELECTRICAL
Based in Mt Somers and covering local areas.
* 25 Years experience in all
electrical areas, quality workmanship.

* Genuine, Honest and Reliable

¢ Industrial, Domestic, Commercial
and Agricultural. Anything Electrical.
* Repairs, Fault finding, quality installs
* Mains power installs, New Switchboards,
LED lighting upgrades, electric motor servicing etc.

* Registered Electrical Inspector
EWOFS, periodic electrical inspections,

house inspections.
If you have any electrical servicing requirements,
Support Local Business and Call

Pete at Rural Electrical Lid

021 22 555 91
peter@ruralelectrical.co.nz

Mayfield Transport Ltd is one of Mid and South Canterbury’s leading transport companies.

The locally owned and operated transport business
services clients in the Mid, South and wider Canterbury
district. The company is based out of a depot in the
Mayfield township.

Our business consists of Stock, Bulk, General and
Blower Cartage along with Fertiliser Spreading.

It has a Ravensdown consignment store at Mayfield.
We require a Livestock and Bulk Driver for our 9
axle and 7 axle units respectively.

Mayfield Transport Ltd provides:

*Excellent hourly pay rate

*Uniform and protective clothing

*Work phone

*Modern fleet

*In house training

*Top working conditions

*Assistance finding accommodation if relocating
*Rostered time off

*Loyal Clientele with solid working hours

Be part of a small friendly progressive country
transport team.

The successful applicants will need the
following attributes and be responsible

for one of the following positions
*Exceptional stock sense and
handling ability

*Ability to use augers and grain
vacuums

*Be fit, healthy, punctual, reliable,
have a strong work ethic and have
the ability to work flexible hours.

*Health and safety and well being
focused with HSAW act 2016
knowledge

*Motivated to deliver top quality
service to our customers and have
excellent communication skills
*Self-motivated, show initiative
and who can work independently
as well as being an excellent team
player with a positive attitude.
Applicants for this position must have
NZ residency or a valid NZ work visa.
Please email CV with two
References to trucky @mtrans.nz
or

Contact Andrew Carr (Trucky)
on 027 470 1067

ISSUE SIXTY EIGHT
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Mid Canterbury Rural Driver
C FOSS Licensing Scheme

- Our tenth group of Road Code students are well through

ContraCtlng Ltd their course and nearly ready to sit their learners license.

Experienced operators with over We had a great road safety talk from the Ashburton Police

45 years local knowledge

recently. We heard all about RIDS — Restraints, Impairment,
Distraction and Speed. These are some of the things our
traffic police are looking for while patrolling the roads. Most
of it is common sense, but not always followed. We heard
about the Five Star Vehicle Safety Rating and got a chance
to look up our vehicles on the website rightcar.govt.nz. This
was very interesting, you should check it out. Thanks Sgt
Burgerhout for keeping us safe on the road and showing us
that our police are very helpful, friendly and not to be feared.
They’re not like that in some of the countries our students
come from.

As the student’s progress through their learners tests we will
be looking for more driving mentors. Have you considered

For all your digging requirements volunteering? This is a great way to help a newcomer become
« Stock water race cleaning « Tip truck hire independent. It opens up a whole new world for them and for
- Irrigation race cleaning + Tree stump removal & root raking you. It’s very rewarding for the mentors to see their student
« Disposable pits « Operating three diggers

grow into a safe, confident driver. You will find your own

- Soak Pit « Trenches « On farm shingling - laneways, - . s .

« Gorse fence & shelter belt removal  stockyards, water troughs driving improves too, and it's a great opportunity to learn
« Irrigation mainline trenching « Pipe line installation & repairs about another culture.

- Shingle screening bucket « Cow lane cleaning If you would like to be part of this amazing programme, either

Grader and 20 ton digger available on request as a student, driving mentor or to volunteer in other ways, we
would love to hear from you. Please contact Wendy Hewitt

Phone Ron on 027 611 3301 or wendy.hewitt@safer.org.nz

021 347 958 or 303 6067 We are also on Facebook, just search for the Mid Canterbury
Rural Driver Licensing Scheme.

The Mid Canterbury Rural Driver Licensing Scheme is
proudly sponsored by MPI, The Lotteries Commission,

wadde“ Contracting Ltd Advance Ashburton Community Foundation, The Ashburton

District Council, Braided Rivers Community Trust, The

For all your Drilling and Cultivation Requirements Lion Foundation, COGs, Community Trust Mid & South
« Drilling * Direct Drilling * Roller Drilling Canterbury and The Mid Canterbury Rural Support Trust.
* Discing * Fodder Beet Planting Wendy Hewitt

Rural Licensing Co-Ordinator
Safer Mid Canterbury
Contact Tom at 027 418 0095 44 Cass Street, Ashburton 7700

Ph: 027 418 0095 » waddellcontracting17@gmail.com Ph: 027 611 3301

wendy.hewitt@safer.org.nz
Office hours - Monday to Friday 8.30 am to 4.30 pm

» Subsoiling * Ploughing

n=>yax8 o> SKA

JASKBurtonGrane Hire Litd}

NS R =7V

L

Amanda Costa - Full license
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A message from
David & Wendy Millichamp HEH;#&'EEDMS%%HUR
50 Hoods Road Mt Somers

David & 1 are delighted to say that we have recently sold our ‘ u i\\ﬂ l ‘ @ |
businesses that run from our Mt Somers Property. | ¥ = n k '
We have really enjoyed the 27 years of mail-ordering bulbs ~u 7 B =
to gardeners across NZ. We are grateful to you, our local qu\h*{f / "V { } L
community, for your support over this time, many of whom 4 o n v N - [

have worked for us and become good friends and vice versa.

In 2001 we purchased a North Island Business that we ‘

shifted on paper, which enabled our boutique operation to

expand into retail outlets, such as Mitre 10 stores, Garden -

Centres, Foodstuffs and Woolworths Supermarkets around

our beautil couniry SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER =

The new owners Tessa and Wayne McIntosh from Ashburton ] - :..'_.
are shifting the business to their property near Lake Hood. HPM AT PﬂHTHERS HUEK b
They are called Lilyfields Hakatere. ]
We are so happy as they are an enthusiastic, passionate family FREEDRINK (o | CASIND

. . ONARRIVAL (v ! GAMES
with lots of new ideas and energy. Please support them when — I
you see them at the Ag Shows and Garden Fetes etc .They LVEMUSIC  ATICKET  NIBBLES

can be contacted on lilyfields @xtra.co.nz 08002545437 BU"IEI'IFUUH TICKETS FROM PANTHERS ROCK

David and I will be able to enjoy more time with our families, R ONLINE AT PANTHERSROCK COM
friends and doing what we love but wait it’s not all over for T

this silver-haired couple!! We have rebranded and will still
be offering something special other than bulbs and paeonies
to our customers. Watch out for the October reveal.......

o

VR

]

Residential / Co

Fee Ensor has built her career around first-class marketing and negotiation skills, exceptional communication, and

authentic enthusiasm. The result is a truly outstanding track record, an array of awards, and a reputation as the

leading property expert across Methven and Mid Canterbury. Get in touch today for all your property needs.

Fee Ensor

021705 014

fee.ensor@bayleys.co.nz BAYLEYS
www.feeensor.co.nz

WHALAN AND PARTNERS LTD, BAYLEYS
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008
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Painter Available

Spruce up and protect your
property with a coat of paint!

Interiors, exteriors, roofs
and weatherboards.

Pressure washing, airless spraying,
and a first-rate finish.

Friendly, professional service, good
rates, excellent local references.

Call Wolffie for a free quote.
Distance no problem.

Ph 0279 624 841 or 03 693 9803

24 HOUR ON-CALL
EMERGENCY SERVICES
Phone: (03) 693 9060

Servicing Mayfield, Mt Somers, Hinds and South
Canterbury.

Independent and locally owned.
Large and small animals.
Delivery service for all farm supplies.
Cnr Woodbury / Main North Rds, GERALDINE

Phone 03 6939060, email
www.gatewayvets.co.nz

NEIGHBOURHOOD
SUPPORT

Overall August has generated some bad
weather and even more weather events. With
lambing and calving this makes it a hard one.
I watch my neighbours paddock water logged and in need of some more
grass. We all know when it’s feeding time and the straw is distributed
as there is a frenzied noise of excited animals followed by some quick
movement as they all head in the same direction for that never ending
stock of food. The lambs and calves remain resilient and seemed to have
coped with a very wet and cold winter.

As have our neighbours and hope those in the surrounding areas this
news edition reaches are well and coping with all the extremities life
has thrown at you this month. Neighbourhood Support has been sending
out alerts and messages through Ashburton Civil Defence so those of
you joined up to Neighbourhood Support and the Gets Ready programme
will have been receiving any updates we can get out to you. Snap Send
and Solve app can be downloaded to your phone and used to identify
anything on the roads Ashburton District Council should be aware of e.g.
potholes, roads washed out etc.

Weekly reported crime incidents for August show no happenings in the
Foot Hills area. If you do have issues or looking for security/prevention
advice, then please contact Neighbourhood Support to discuss. Drones
are being used to scout areas for burglary and scams on invoices are
prevalent. If you get an invoice that you think you have already paid or
don’t think you have used that service for the month, ring the company
and check.

FENZ remind residents to switch off appliances when not in use, don’t
leave cell phones charging on cushions or pillows, lithium batteries heat
up very quickly and placed in or on something that holds heat encourages
the battery to heat up more than usual. Check smoke alarms are working.
Stay well, stay warm and hopefully Spring and some warm weather is

just around the corner.
Sue AbelAshburton District Neighbourhood Support Co-ordinator

M: 027 296 1006

Strﬁggling with lame
< COWS?

Over 20,000 cows through our crushes last season.

Three mobile hydraulic crushes.

ISSUE SIXTY EIGHT

THE NOR'WESTER

BEST PRICES FOR:
Top quality knives
Claw blocks
Hoof rasps and cutters
Hoof trimming crushes

Lame cows treated

rapidly & effectively i
\

Hoof trimming to N
PREVENT lameness @,

> -
h’(’are-.co'

E

Training in hoof care

0800 4 COWCARE
0800426922

info@cowcare.co.nz

techniques

SEPTEMBER 2022



Nga Tohu Whakaora e 3
3 Steps for Life

Hato Hone St John is on a mission to empower communities with the ‘3
Steps for Life’ to help save lives and improve Aotearoa New Zealand’s
cardiac arrest survival rates.

Cardiac arrest remains one of the leading causes of death in New Zealand,
with only 25 percent surviving hospital arrival and 11 percent leaving
hospital alive.

The good news is survival rates can double with a little community help.
The quick actions of bystanders to initiate the 3 Steps for Life, or to
Call, Push, Shock, to deliver CPR and use an AED (Automated External
Defibrillator) within the first few minutes can mean the difference
between life and death for someone in a cardiac arrest.

An AED is a lightweight, portable device that analyses the hearts rhythm
and, if necessary, administers an electric shock, known as defibrillation,
to restore the heart’s natural rhythm. For someone in cardiac arrest
their survival chances decrease by 10 percent for every minute without
defibrillation, which is why Hato Hone St John believes that as many
organisations as possible should have access and the confidence to use
one.

The models provided by St John are user-friendly and designed to be
used with little or no training. If you can use a cellphone, you can use
an AED. They provide both visual and voice prompts to guide users
through an emergency, ensuring that everyone who needs to use one feels
comfortable and confident to act.

St John is taking registrations of interest for any community organisation
or workplace who would like to get AEDs or find out more about ‘3 Steps
for Life’. To book a free 3 Steps for Life awareness session please make
sure you’ve got a group of 10 or more and register your interest with full
name and contact information by emailing 3stepsforlife @stjohn.org.nz
Congratulations to local St John volunteer Alex

Quigley, who recently gained his Emergency

Medical Technician authority to practice. This is a

fantastic achievement as Alex studied towards this

whilst continuing to farm, spend time with family

plus volunteer for local St John team in Mayfield. St jnhn
Cushla Murdoch 027 4312 282

Here for Life

ARE YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
STAFF?

have C

'II { |U| r,-_.

ready to move [|"'|i'.':'i'i [
the next stage.

CALL US
03 9715564
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Fert<Q
Solutions

Fertiliser Spreading Specialists
Liquid, Granule and Lime

";-?.- Jklﬂ""‘;*’ S ~.T,,..A-§a:
P _.|" V! :.'| !..., = 4_;1.,|._ UIU

'-sj"(:'areers

Dai
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THE ART OF FOOD ., . neartors

This is another recipe that is 'S
inexpensive, easy to make and
very tasty. Paneer is an Indian

cheese that is often described as
being like cottage cheese, but |
think it’s more like haloumi. It
comes in a firm block and when
fried, it browns and doesn’t melt.
I think it’s delicious — especially
in this recipe. You can buy it at
our local supermarkets now.
The other ingredient you may
need to seek out is fenugreek.
This is a mild spice/seed that has
a unique almost sweet flavour,
and it enhances any curry.
They don’t sell it at our local
supermarkets, but it is available
at the new Bel Air Supermarket
(an interesting shop to have a . i
look around) z - - 3
If you have a block of paneer in your fridge you can whip up this
delicious meal in less than half an hour

STOP BIRDS

hail, leaves, snow & vermin from
blocking & damaging your spouting

Quality materials: BHP Colorbond steel mesh with unique

patented louvre will even keep out pine needles. Will not

rust or sag with age or load. 10 year warranty, range of colours
Proven inAustralia & New Zealand over the last 15 years.

FOR SAFE, PURE DRINKING WATER
FROM YOUR ROOF.

NOW AVAILABLE : STAINLESS STEEL MICRO MESH
Call Rohan anytime Mon-Sat for yuml . eat
a no-obligation asessment & quote

03 982 8850 0800 486532

www.gumleaf.co.nz

AN
= =
NEAYFIERLD

- STOCK ,
- BULK & GENERAL FREIGHT

- BLOWER TRUCK

- FERTILISER SPREADING

- PUBLIC WEIGHBRIDGE

- RAVENSDOWN STORE MAYFIELD

ISSUE SIXTY EIGHT

You Call, We flaud

Locally owned and eperated

THE NOR'WESTER

MATAR PANEER

(Paneer with tomato and peas)

In a heavy bottomed pot heat:

2 tablespoons oil

When the oil is just beginning to smoke

Add:

300 grams of paneer cut into 1cm cubes

Cook over a medium heat until brown on one side and then turn
regularly until the cubes are browned on two or three sides
Add:

1 medium onion diced

2 cloves garlic finely diced

1 tsp grated or finely diced fresh ginger

Stir until the onion is starting to brown and add:

Another splash of oil if needed

Y5 tsp chilli flakes

1 tsp fenugreek (if you have it)

1 tsp mustard seeds

1 tsp garam masala

f i
N

A ; | =

| oom =

Ph: (03) 303 6102 Mayfield
Ph: 0800 MTRANS (687267)
Email: office@mtrans.nz
74 MAYFIELD KLONDYKE ROAD, MAYFIELD, ASHBURTON 7778
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Jo Luxton
MP for Rangitata

033391030
RangitataMP@parliament.govt.nz

Office hours

1 tsp ground coriander

Stir for a minute to let the spices cook a little before you add:
1 400 gram tin diced tomatoes

Y2 cup water

1 5 tsp salt

1 tsp sugar

1 cup frozen peas

Bring to the boil and simmer for 10 or 15 minutes uncovered
Serve with rice

s % j losenh Builders (td
The SHW72
Ladies Dinner Club

would like to warmly invite anyone new or old . .

in our community who may be interested in rural - residential
joining us. This club has been operating for commercial - Compliance
over 30yrs. We aim to catch up 5 times/year
for a lovely dinner/dessert at Stronechrubie,
with a very interesting speaker for each night.
This is a friendly casual environment and all
are welcome.

If you would like to find out more then please
contact Kate Oliver on bertkate8081@gmail.
com. We look forward to hearing from you soon.

new builds - renovations
restorations - design

033039830 0800500 564

DEADLINE DATE ) i
ISSUE DEADLINE DELIVERY ]usephbullders@xtra.cu.nz
Octoberber 2021 25 September 3 October I
Nor'Wester Newsletter ~Editor: Jeremy Hunter \ K
. . 8 Bruces Road, \ H
is published by the Mt Somers. RD1 @ F
Mt Somers District Ashburton 7771 & \
Citizens Association. Telephone: 03 3039 722 . o .
Email: graphic@netaccess.co.nz WWW.j0oSs ephbull ders.co.nz

o e ok 7722 4

B Wmﬁéw PLUMBING & DRAINLAYING

CRAFTSMAN PLUMBER / REGISTERED DRAINLAYER

Pllllllﬂ: 03 693'8512 C Mllllilﬂ: 0214 313 158 SEI\;\;\E{%U&S:\;‘SNTENANCE EgélF'\llRCELE\JASNrTL?AHONS
33 South Terrace, Geraldine NS e e
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m' Mt Somers Afas
Yz Rugby Club -@®!

Our Rugby has now come to an end with all teams having a awesome
season.

The Snr B,s made the semis and ended up 3rd in the competition, a
fantastic effort well done guys.

All our JAB teams had a super season with our U10,s winning the
Shield in the U10 7 a-side tournament. Well done.

Congratulations to all the players selected for the Mid Canterbury
Development and Colts teams. It's good to see Country Players
recognised, also to our JAB players who were selected to play in the
Country Team against Town. Well done.

We held our Awards Evening recently and the following Trophies
were awarded to.

Forward of the Year Simon Northcote
CcO Back of the Year Johnny Bukholt.
Ru ral Player of the Year Simon Northcote.
Players Player Simon Northcote.
(Chosen by the Players)
Supporters Cup Aidan & Wendy Flett.
03 308 3400 Jack Smith Memorial Trophy Bryce Vreugdenhil.
Claridge Cup (Top Scorers) Jack Holland &
WWWw. mypc'nz Arthur Chapman Cohen.

144 Moore Street, Ashburton

Dale Stanley was presented with his 100 game Blazer, and along with
Hayden Reveley and Colleen Stanley they were all made Life Members

of the Club. Congratulation to them and all the award recipients.
Our Golden Oldies Team the Mount Somers Bull Tahrs hope to have
. their first game in the not to distant future. We will keep everyone

posted.

The club would like to Thank all our Sponsors and everyone for
their continued support throughout the season and hope to see you
all back next season.

Good Buggers You Can Trust
Permanent and Temporary Staff Solutions

Experienced Stockmen
Fencers
Tailing Staff
Tractor Drivers
Specialised Rouging Gangs
Spraying Gangs

f"f Give Andrew McDonald a call, he'll see you right!

< 0800 AGSTAFF 021 502 484
| andrew@agstaff.co.nz www.agstaff.co.nz
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Helping Hospice Clients
to Live Well

It’s the real-life stories from clients that shows
Hospice Mid Canterbury is making a difference.
Here’s Ruth’s story.

For Ruth, Hospice has been a lifeline. In fact she says that Hospice
has really become a whole new family since her diagnosis two
years ago. Because she lives on her own, she can’t easily call
on family to help, and she really appreciates that she can attend
activities and call on volunteers when needed.

Ruth regularly attends Armchair Travel, and thoroughly enjoyed
the recent presentation on Rachel Roadley’s marathon through
Mongolia. She can no longer travel, even to Christchurch, so an
armchair look at what other travellers are doing is a welcome
break.

Ruth has also been coming to the Pamper Nails session with
Philippa Hanrahan, who volunteers her time once a month to
give hospice clients a hand massage and pamper. She enjoys
chatting with all the ladies who attend, and the hand massage
and beautiful nails are a wonderful bonus.

She has regular lymphoedema massage with therapist Rebecca
Perkins, to assist with the symptoms of chemotherapy, and she
finds this gives a lot of relief. She has also enjoyed music therapy
with Moyra and Chair Yoga with Tildy.

Ruth is determined to maintain
her independence for as long
as possible and Hospice is
helping her do that, one day at
a time.

If you or someone you care
about has a life limiting illness
and would like our support,
contact us on 307 8387, or 027

227 8387 or email support@
hospicemc.nz .

See also our website www.
hospicemc.nz and look for
Hospice Mid Canterbury on
our facebook and Instagram

pages. CONTRACTING

hosﬁlce

Mid Canterbury

ISSUE SIXTY EIGHT

Work Wanted

Part or full time work on a farm in the Mayfield -
Mt Somers area for semi-retired farm worker.
Experience with stock work, sheep and
beef mostly, but has reared calves
and worked with pigs and deer.
Experienced with fencing, water supply
and general farm maintenance.

Ideal for farm-minding while you take a break.
Contact John on 0210 246 1321 or 03 3036 144

EYBROOK
UILDING v

New Builds Lifestyle sheds

Alterations Renovations
Farm Buildings General Maintenance
Phone Thamis for all your building needs

022 354 6524

heybrookbuilding@gmail.com

Contact Ben Walls for all your
contracting needs

027 436 9133

ben.walls@quigleycontracting.co.nz

Quigley ®® @

www.quigleycontracting.co.nz h

THE NOR'WESTER
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The Scouts are
coming to town

January 2023 will see around 950 campers
descend on Mayfield. The 15th New Zealand
Venture - ignite’23 will draw Venturer Scouts from
all over New Zealand and Australia to this triennial
event.

“Venture is an event designed for the 14 to 19 year
old age group within Scouting (Venturers). The
programme provides adventure, challenge, skills
development and social activities which reflect
and underpin the values of Scouts Aotearoa, as
detailed in our Law and Promise” explains Wendy
Eyles, Event Director.

CONTRACTING & CONSULTING LTD

¢ Tracks & Lanes

¢ Dairy Lane Capping

¢ Tree Removal

¢ Logging/Forestry Work
¢ Farm Conversions

e Water Storage

Mayfield Domain and A&P Showgrounds will be
transformedinto a smalltown with amedical centre,
catering facilities, cafe, activities and transport
hub. Starting in Christchurch on December 29th
the event will run through to January 8th.

Anumber of the Organising team will be presenting
an outline for ignite’23’ in a public forum on
September. As well as a lot of activity on the

site and around Mayfield, there will be a number
of vehicle movements and many local facilities
and services involved. Wendy Eyles says, “we
want to take the opportunity to engage with the
local community, fully inform them and share this

¢ Dairy Shed Foundations

¢ Underpasses

¢ Irrigation Mainline Installation

¢ Project Management

e Commercial/Domestic Building Foundations
¢ Driveways

Free Quotes and Great Advice. Call Today!

0275099 710

info@jackocontracting.co.nz

Find us on Facebook I

ISSUE SIXTY EIGHT
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GORSE
SPRAYING

e

exciting event with them. We’ve had a tremendous Pt :
response from those we have had contact with so ROSS BROWN CONTRACTING LTD

far but want to make sure everyone feels informed Reqist d Ch ical Aoplicat
about what we will be doing on those 11 days and eg'?’ ere emica _pp Icator
with 30 years experience

how we intend to manage things”
All local residents, businesses and interested
0274819190
WWW.gorsespraying.co.nz

parties are invited to this presentation at the
Domain Hall on September 21st at 7pm.
email:gorseman@hotmail.com

Contact - Wendy Eyles
wendy.eyles @ignite23.scouts.nz 7
027 6848846 @9

At Ray White Mid-Canterbury, our 22 dedicated team members
are here to help from the moment you make contact.

From th tionist to the sal hodl le. the strensth Ashburton Tinwald Methven

rom r ioni rsonw rsale, ren

© ¢ C(_:CP onistro ) ¢ salespe _SO 0 closes _you s C estre .g 96 Tancred Street 117a Archibald Street 4/36 McMillan Street

of our team is in our combined commitment to ensuring your journey with us Ashburton Tinwald Methven
033078317 033078317 03303 3032

is a good one. We work together to make sure that with the Ray White team,
you get the results you want. Chat to us today on 03 307 8317.

ISSUE SIXTY EIGHT

rwashburton.co.nz
ashburton.nz@raywhite.com
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rwashburton.co.nz
ashburton.nz@raywhite.com

rwashburton.co.nz
ashburton.nz@raywhite.com

Real Estate Mid Canterbury Property Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)
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“Do it Once, Do it '65/12‘ :

Over 30 years experience servicing
and supporting the local community

Earthworks Laneways
e Any type of Earthmoving

Ploughing Directional Drilling
 Cable + Waterpipe Installation * Trenchless Technology

Utility Detection Services Workshop
o Find it first * Full workshop facilities available

" Wy
"il: :'"“;:\

RYDRO EX Ay

Office 308 8479  Mob 027 433 8003

Free Phone 0800 432 583 (GDCLTD)

Web www.gdc.net.nz  Email office@gdcgroup.nz

2 Fords Road, Ashburton - 106 Hilton Highway, Timaru
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Wellbeing Opuke Community
Activators Jess Wilson and Juanita
Richards reaching out to you with

@ P U K E what”s coming up in Opuke.

How do you connect?
One of the 5 ways to well being is about connecting -being there, feeling HOM EGROWN
connected and available to talk, listen and be heard when needed.
Winter has been a great time for planning and we have got a lot lined up
leading into spring and summer across the wider area and hopefully G A R D E N T O U Q
something for everyone to connect in with. Fundraiser for Mayfield P|a ycen fre
We have created a group on our Wellbeing Opuke Facebook page that is a
place for individuals and groups who want to connect outdoors for walks
called Wellbeing Walks. Its as simple as posting up your intentions such as S at ur d El-v
day, time, location and allowing others to join you. We are already collating e
some active walking groups and we are more than happy to help get others 5 th NOVEIﬂbE r 2 O 2 2
started if there is a need. This will work both urban and rurally so please
jump on board and lets make this work for everyone to connect across Opuke. 10:30AM — 4:00PM
We also have a fortnightly Coffee Connections starting on a Friday at 2pm
initially in Methven at Topp Cafe but we plan to make our group as mobile as
possible so happy to have recommendations of days and times to make this
happen in other locations on a monthly basis.
Maori Language Week is coming up and we are running another pepeha
session on Tuesday the 13" of September in the Methven Library at 11.30am
with shared kai to follow; everyone is welcome to come along to this at no
cost.
Mental health awareness week runs from September 26" — October 2" and
this years theme is “reconnect” so we are hosting some outdoor activities
at Awa Awa Rata and Boyers Stream around this time and leading into the
school holidays to bring people together for fun family based activities. See
?rllllr facel.)ook page and school newsletter.s closer to the tlme.. Mayfield District to wander, explore
ere will again be a Methven and Rakaia based school holiday programmes t
which will have a variety of organisations providing activities on the day and relax amongst er:ntertamment,
(Methven Tuesday 4™ of October and Rakaia Thursday the 6") with the theme great food and artisan wares.
being “Spring Fling”, everyone is welcome to one or both of these but must :
register for numbers — again check out our facebook page for more details. $25 pre-sale nnh:ir_; I?In!y before 5/11/22
Last but not least we are getting ready for “The Great Seedling Swap” - ewnts.humanIth:.cor'n.-"l'u.;n-:-lz-:gr'o' wn-garden-tour-2023
this will be hosted in a variety of locations and we encourage you to think
about getting ready for this by planting some seedlings soon to swap with
others in October. A great way to get kids interested in home gardening, or Children under 16 years free entry
reconnecting to your own childhood memories.
Keep an ear out for other upcoming activities to get involved in and reach out Dthellomegnovngsrianitour “ @thehormegrowngardentd
to Jess or myself if you have any thing coming up we can support via email:
wellbeingopuke@gmail.com

Four wonderful gardens in the

or $30 on the day [cash only)

MID AND SOUTH CANTERBURY

Rural
Livestock Biilkalicioos

NZ Owned & Operated. Est 1988

Fraser Adams (Mid) - 0274 730 823
Quinten Botha (South) - 0274 730 885

Aaron McCall (South) — 0276 855 702

Contact one of our team for on farm advice and
solutions. Experts in all classes of livestock for
private sales, auctions, valuations, and prime
stock drafting.
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NEWS FROM PLAINS PRESBYTERIAN PARISH

From the retired Parish Clerk: | resigned as parish clerk before the :
‘ Interim Moderator Rev Johanna Warren

Parish Clerks, Annette Syme Ph 303 0803
Liz Depree Ph 021889341
Parish Contacts:

Kevin Taylor ph 303 6392

Kay King  ph 303 6033

Website plainspresbyterian.co.nz
Facebook.com/ PlainsPresbyterianParish
WORSHIP SERVICES July 22

Sunday 4% Sept ST JOHNS METHVEN 10.30
communion

Sunday 11%" Sept St Johns Methven 10.30 am

Rev Silvia Purdie Worship leader

Sunday 18th Sept St Johns Methven 10.30

Sunday 25 Sept Staveley 10.00 am
Combined with Methven

Worship leader Paster Paul Eden

AGM a year ago but as there was no immediate replacement |
was obliged to carry on, | have now been replaced by two very
astute ladies, Liz Depree from Rakaia and Annette Syme from

Staveley. The treasurer Gill James also put in her notice a year
ago but kindly carried on for the next year now ended. Miranda
Addidis took up the position of executive officer and is now also
parish treasurer in conjunction with an outside accounting
organization known as Cactus. A church-based group which
undertakes to offer accountancy services for church groups and
possible others. These people will undoubtedly by highly efficient
but as may well be expected they come at a cost. This change has
created a lot of work for our two parish clerks.

We have a concern with ageing congregations a concern shared
by nearly all church’s, there is a real need for new initiative’s new

ideas from new people. The church in the current society could

and should be an exciting place to be. The church is not buildings
but people, The Christian message is understanding fellowship, life, living and love, the greatest of these being
Denis

as always, has been LOVE. Blessings

MAYFIELD MT SOMERS ANGLICAN PARISH

ISSUE SIXTY EIGHT

We have had quite a busy month. Harvey
competed in the Indoor Charity Dog Trials at
Waimumu, near Gore. It was an opportunity to
catch up again with our daughters.

Unfortunately, the Rev. Helen Wallis was
unable to take the service at St. Aidan’s
because of covid, but fortunately Charles had
returned from Scotland and was able to take a
service of Morning Prayer. Thank you Charles.

Now we have just had our elder daughter
staying with us for several days. She has just
celebrated one of those significant birthdays
that end with a zero. Sadly the timing wasn’t
good for our younger daughter and youngest
grand-daughter who are in Brazil at the
moment and our elder son wasn’t able to come
from Western Australia. But my sister who was
planning to come down from Auckland at some
stage, decided to coincide her visit with the
birthday. Sandy had been one of her flower
girls and there had always been a close bond
between them. And there was our younger
son, daughter-in-law and their four daughters.
But then things became complicated, when
our eldest grand-daughter’s hockey team was
in their grade hockey final, the night of the
birthday. So we went up to Christchurch to
watch the hockey game and nearly froze to
death, and then had a meal at Halswell. Last
night they then came down for another meal
together at our place. This morning Sandy left
for home and this afternoon my sister returns
to Auckland. But what a great few days we
have had.

Sometimes as we get older and families
spread out, it becomes more difficult to

arrange these special family times. | like to
think we are making memories. The bible
provides a number of stories about family and
friends coming together to share meals. |
guess it was a lot easier for them because they
would more often than not, have lived in close
proximity to one another. But | presume it was
thought to be important, this gathering
together, or the writers wouldn’t have bothered
to mention these times. And after all, are we,
as Christians, not referred to as, the family of
God. One of the disadvantages, maybe of
living in this modern world, where families are
often scattered about all over the world, is that
there are fewer shared meals and times
together.

Blessings, Annette Eggleston

ANGLICAN SERVICES
Priest: Rev Annette Eggleston
Holy Communion
Sept4 10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers
Sept 18 10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers
Oct2 10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers

CHRISTCHURCH CITY MISSION - MEAT &

FOOD DONATIONS (especially meat)
Please contact Harvey & Annette Eggleston
on 3024 006 if you have donations

PARISH CONTACTS
Parish Priest - Rev Annette Eggleston
Email: harann000@gmail.com 3024 006
Church Warden — Pauline Hewson 3036 397
Church Warden, Secretary / Treasurer
- Marion Jacobson 027 3607 180
Email: marion.i.jacobson@gmail.co

THE NOR'WESTER
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Windrowing
& Baling Services

4Xx3 & 3x3 Square bales @
Round bales Mow, mow-condition Use your Ruralco card Ru ral
Tedder, rake, bale, tube & individually wrap & cart for a discount

STRAW & BALEAGE SUPPLY - Contact us for CUSTOMISED DEALS for straw delivered at harvest time
so you can get the best quality straw at very competitive prices.

DM&M Love PhDonald 027 279 8704 or Robert 027 304 8837
oy L www.donaldlovewindrowing.co.nz

PLEAINS
o :"ﬁfifﬁ

Forage Harvesting Services

m Reversable ploughing, sumo trio rip disc roll,

m 6m Allen Drill, direct & conventional, seed & fert
m Complete Forage harvesting service - mow, rake chop, cart, stack, weighbridge

co I
Ru ral Use your Ruralco card SN = Ph Robert Love
f
or a discount & 027 304 8837
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A COMMENT:

Sir William Connolly CBE is a Scottish actor, retired comedian, artist,
writer, musician, and presenter. He is sometimes known, especially in
his homeland, by the Scots nickname the Big Yin.

Born: 24 November 1942 (age 79 years), Glasgow Scotland.

Height: 1.83 m

I have been reading Billy Connolly’s autobiography “Windswept &
Interesting.”

I was gifted this book probably last Christmas or was it last birthday.
Finally, I have taken it up and now very nearly have read this interesting
autobiography.

At first, I did wonder whether I would bother reading this hefty book,
soon after making a start | was to realise that it became a difficult book
to put down.

Billy starts off, “It’s the first time I have done this,” ‘Other people have
written about me — or for me — but this time it’s my own life in my own
words.” And it certainly is. This book this famous entertainer has written
about himself other than being Windswept and interesting it is frank,
honest and very straight forward, Billy has written a wonderful record
of his life experiences from early childhood to almost the present day.
Now suffering from Parkinson’s Disease, he continues to be all go, he is
not allowing anything to hold him back.

His mother left the family to live with another man leaving Billy and his
sister to be brought up by two spinster aunts, who appear not to care for
him or express any love in his direction, I think his sister fared slightly
better.

Billy appeared to take control of his own life from an early age, He was
orphaned at about the age of four, abused and beaten both at home and
at school, plus being sexually abused by his father over what appeared
to be a long period of time. As he made his way through primary school,
he upped his game gaining better marks to ensure entry into the type of
secondary school he desired to attend.

His first employment on leaving school was in a ship building yard on
the river Clyde where he became a welder. For the first time in his life,

he found himself alongside older people who actually were friendly
and helpful, at the same he also was of the opinion that helping build
large ships was not his life’s calling. His popularity in the shipyard was
his ability to have fun play tricks on fellow workers as well as to be
accepting when tricks and jokes were against him. He discovered what
living life really was. On departing from the shipyards, he soon became
a success on stage with his banjo and his unique ability as a singer, and
comedian entertainer. It was his ability to spin stories, tell jokes and
hold an audience in the palm of his hand that truly set him apart. In his
carly days as a comedian Billy broke all the rules. He was fearless and
outspoken — willing to call out hypocrisy wherever he saw it. He was
full of warmth, humility, and silliness. His startling, hairy ‘glam-rock’
stage appearance — wearing leotards, scissor suits and banana boots —
added to his appeal.

Billy’s stand-up comedy shows were to continue for over 50 years.
Disease brought his remarkable live performances to an end when he
was diagnosed with both cancer and Parkinson’s disease. Since then,
he has continued making TV shows, creating extraordinary drawings —
and writing. His earlier book Tall Tales & Wee Stories was a number 1
bestseller.

Sir William Connolly, CBE born 1942 in Glasgow and now lives in
America. Cheers Denis

HOLDAWAY
ARSI

Cultivation & Direct Drilling

Horsch Avatar Drill
Seed & Fertiliser Capable

Kverneland U Dirill

Kuhn 8 furrow plough

www.jholdawaycontracting.com =

ISSUE SIXTY EIGHT

THE NOR'WESTER

SEPTEMBER 2022



Mt Somers Staveley Playcentre

This past month we've really had it all havent we? Those rare crisp,
sunny days are perfect for fun outside, rainy days are a great excuse for
creativity inside and we even had snow to experiment with!

'The children are loving our new construction supplies with real hammers
and nails and it is awesome watching them build vehicles, towers and
other amazing things.

Playcentre Aotearoa’s Messy Play Week took place in August. Messy
play encourages creativity, communication and social skills and helps
promote physical development. Another benefit for us parents having
messy play at Playcentre is it's not at home! Although there is an official
week for it, there is plenty of messy play to be had all the time at our
centre, from painting and playdough to turning real snow all kinds of

different colours!

Come along and join in the fun, Tuesdays and Thursdays 9am - 12pm,
50 Pattons Road. No obligation to enrol with the first three sessions free.
It is a great way to meet other families in our wonderful community.

A Walk on the Wild Side Harley and Neroli Davies kindly allowed us to walk in their farm. 14 ladies walked approx

11 km farm track from their residence to the Hinds Gorge. The weather was perfect.
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s including 3 regulars from Timaru walking group had a lovely walk in Ashburton town.
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Maytield and Districts
Lions Report

At our last meeting our speaker was Neil Brown, Ashburton District
Mayor. He spoke to us on his journey to becoming Mayor and topics
like the high build up of shingle in rivers, state of our county roads
and the proposed new bridge. These topics drew some stimulating
questions for Neil.

The Mayfield Swimming Club were our caterers for the night,
providing us with an excellent meal.

We now have a swede and onion stall at Mt Somers, situated across
the road from the shop. This is getting good support with steady
sales. A special thanks must go to Eric and Sophie Duff for donating
the swedes and Gregg Lovett for giving us the onions.

Part of our Lions Motto is “We Serve’ and having a good project
creates cameraderie among fellow Lions, who enjoy the sense of
purpose that working bees create.

If you know of a worthwhile project for us to consider, please
contact Ron Cross : 021 347 958.

Office Bearers for 2022-23

President; Rab McDowell.

Ist VP John Rushton;

2nd VP Roger Baxter;

Treasurer Michael Rushton;

Secretary Grant Early;

Tail Twister Andrew MacKenzie;

Lion Tamer Paul Bailey;

Bulletin Editor Michael Salvesen;

Greeter Les Smith;

Committee Directors;

Programme and Social Andrew McDonald;

Projects Ron Cross;

Publicity Information and Community Concern John Milne:
Membership & Convention Aubrey Aitken;

Youth Activities Morris King;

Golf Convenor James Murdoch

The young Speechmaker contests have been held in the Mayfield
and Mt Somers Schools today 25 August. Our judges were very
impressed with the high standard of speeches and the interesting
topics presented by children.

The top two from each section of the two schools will go on to
compete in the Finals on Thursday 1st September.

Stocking the Mt Somers stall with swedes and onions
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Here are the School Speech Final Results for
Mayfield School

Year 4

1st Ryan Harrison - Cheetahs
2nd lyla-Lee Mort - Wolves
3rd Mariah Saxelby - Birds

Year 5&6
1st Charlie Greenslade - Why we need farmers
2nd  Angus Whillans - Carbon Credits -
The good the bad and ugly
3rd Inshirah Hasan- My Culture

Year 7&8

1st Harriet Phillips - World Hunger

2nd  Flynn Carr - How to drive your parents crazy
3rd  Louise Greenslade - Are these creatures real?
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Here are the School Speech Final Results for
Mt Somers Springburn School

Mt Somers
Springburn School

Year 4
Photo of the other contestents and the
Mayfield and Districts Lions Judges.

Year 5&6

1st Izaac Huggins-Jessett
2nd  Violet France

3rd Felix Bruce

Year 7&8

1st Layla Singleton
2nd  Rose Chapman
3rd Sylvie France
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RESIDENTS’ OVERALL SATISFACTION
INFLUENCED BY BATTERED ROAD

Almost all residents that took park in the Annual Residents’ Survey for
Ashburton District Council perceive that the District is about the same or
better as a place to live than it was three years ago.

Although Council’s provision and maintenance of recreation and leisure
activities and facilities, opportunities for grants and funding, community
events, social services and economic development continue to be very
strong areas of performance, satisfaction levels around the roading network
decreased significantly.

Council’s overall performance dipped by eight points to 66 per cent in 2022
compared to 74 per cent in 2021.

Chief Executive Hamish Riach said it was disappointing to see a drop in
overall satisfaction.

“But we can see a clear link between how people feel about roads and our
overall performance, and were committed to addressing the issue of our
battered and ageing roading network.

“Council has allocated $1.7 million from the forestry reserve to a work
programme which will allow us to rehabilitate key roads, rather than trying
to hold poor sections of pavement together with short term repairs.”
Satisfaction with sealed roads decreased 14 points to 24 per cent satisfaction
and unsealed roads by seven points to 46 per cent over the past year. “Too
many potholes” was stated as a main concern of those surveyed.

“Not only is our roading network the fifth largest in New Zealand, but it
is heavily used. When you add the increasing frequency of extreme weather
events into the mix, it leaves us with a hefty challenge,” Mr Riach said.

The issue isn't just confined to the Ashburton District.

“Adverse weather events are badly affecting roading networks right across
the country. Water is the enemy of roads and having some of the wettest
months on record is certainly taking its toll.”

According to Key Research, who produced the Residents’ Survey, councils
across New Zealand have seen overall satisfaction levels trend downward
over the last year. Satisfaction with the Ashburton council’s building services
and council staff also dipped.

Mr Riach said those drops were likely related to the current building
boom, with staff struggling to meet timeframes for consents, and council’s
mandates around Covid-19 and vaccination.

Overall, residents were most satisfied with the public library service,
cemeteries, and Ashburton Domain, with a significant increase noted in
satisfaction with playgrounds.

Satisfaction with rubbish and recycling has improved with more than eight
in 10 residents (85%) satisfied.

The 2021/22 Annual Residents’ Survey was conducted on a representative
cross-section of the community and was carried out in four stages throughout
the year, both online and in hard copy. The sample size of the survey was 871
people across the the district with a margin of error of +/- 3.32%.

The Annual Residents Survey can be viewed on the Council website.

&g Ashburton

Local Justices of the Peace
Mayfield area

Jannet Cross

0274 347 958
03 3036 397
0215 141 56
0276 024 927

Pauline Hewson
Grant Early
Alistair Morrison

Mt Somers area

Robert Schikker 0211 866 107

Anne Marie Allan 0272 843 013

Anne Parnham. 0277 676 056

Wendy Millichamp 0274 591 1277
Springburn area

Robert Withers 0273 030 138
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Vote for
your future

Make sure you vote by October 8
Find out more at

et~ liton

The local people who feature in our advertising are not standing in the 2022 Local Elections.
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