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Alcohol Licensing and the Fees System 

5. Under previous legislation all fees were the same across licensed premises, regardless of the 

costs and risks the operation might create.  Whereas Regulations under the current Act has 

set default fees for each type of licence. 

 

6. This fee system allows alcohol licensing staff to apply a cost/risk rating based on the style of 

licence, trading hours and any enforcement that may have occurred in the previous 18 

months. 

 

7. In effect, low risk outlets such as winery cellar door sales, and small clubs pay lower fees, 
while higher risk outlets that typically create higher costs, such as bottle stores and taverns, 

pay more. The same cost/risk approach is also used when assessing special licences for 

events. 

Workflow 2022/2023 

8. In the reporting period the Ashburton DLC received 459 applications of which 135 were 

subsequently cancelled or withdrawn, leaving a total of 324 licenses issued, which is 

broken down as follows:  
  

 Applications Processed and Licences issued by Category: 

  

Month  

  

On/Off/Club 

new  
applications  

On/Off/Club 

renewal 

applications  

Special  
Licence 

applications  

Managers  
Certificates 

(new and 

renewal)  

Temporary 

Authority  

July 0 4 4 19 0 

August 2 0 8 13 0 

September 0 2 9 14 0 

October 0 4 6 14 0 

November 0 2 8 27 1 

December 0 9 5 11 1 

January 0 2 1 7 0 

February  0 1 6 19 2 

March 1 1 10 11 1 

April 0 2 4 18 0 

May 4 4 8 22 2 

June 1 4 7 23 0 



  

  



The Risk Category of all applications received for On, Off and Club licences:  

Application type Number 

received in 

Fee Category: 

Very Low 

Number 

received in 

Fee Category: 

Low 

Number 

received in 

Fee Category: 

Medium 

Number 

received in 

Fee Category: 

High 

Number 

received in 

Fee Category: 

Very High 

On-licence new 0 1 5 0 0 

On-licence 

variation 

0 1 1 0 0 

On-licence renewal 0 6 18 0 0 

Off-licence new 0 1 3 0 0 

Off-licence 

variation 

0 0 0 0 0 

Off-licence renewal 0 2 7 0 0 

Club licence new 0 0 0 0 0 

Club licence 

variation 

2 0 0 0 0 

Club licence 

renewal 

0 3 2 0 0 

Total Number 2 14 36 0 0 

Total fee paid to 

ARLA (GST inc) 

$34.50 $483.00 $1863.00 0 0 

  

 

The annual fees for existing licences received during reporting period:  

Licence type Number 

received in 

Fee Category: 

Very Low 

Number 

received in 

Fee Category: 

Low 

Number 

received in 

Fee Category: 

Medium 

Number 

received in 

Fee Category: 

High 

Number 

received in 

Fee Category: 

Very High 

On-licence 1 14 42 0 0 

Off-licence 0 3 28 0 0 

Club licence 12 15 2 0 0 

Total Number 13 32 72 0 0 

Total fee paid to 

ARLA (GST inc) 

$224.25 $1104.00 $3726.00 0 0 

  

  



 

Managers’ certificate applications received during reporting period:  

 

  

 

 

Special licence applications received during reporting period:  

  Class 1  Class 2  Class 3  

Special licence   30 47 7 

  

Temporary authority applications received during reporting period:  

  Number received  

Temporary authority   6 

  

Permanent club charter payments received during reporting period:   

  Number received  

Permanent club charter payments   1 

   

 

 

 

 

  Number received   

Managers’ certificate new   78 

Managers’ certificate renewal   127 

Total Number  201 

Total fee paid to ARLA (GST inc)  $5778.75 
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Options analysis 

 

 

Legal/policy implications 

 

http://ashburtondc.govt.nz/


Financial implications 

Significance and engagement assessment 

 


