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The

News
Bringing you the News from Carew in the south to Alford Forest in the north and all places in between.

NOVEMBER 2022
Issue Seventy 

Foothil
ls

In just a few days now Mayfield Playcentre will host its biennial 
Homegrown Garden Tour and you need to be there! This year we 
have four gardens - all unique - for people to visit and enjoy the 
beauty of what others have created. The late spring has worked 
in our favour with all gardens set to display an abundance of 
colour and life on Saturday 5th November!
The gardens that are featuring are:
Helen and Charlie Rapsey’s ‘Passchendaele’ – flowering 
azaleas, rhododendrons, a small trillium garden, hellebores, 
peonies are all waiting for you. Helen’s creativity shows in the 
beautiful spaces she has shaped within almost two acres.
Karen and Wayne Gregory’s ‘Budbrook’ – an endearing display 
of large trees, rhododendrons, azaleas and Mt Peel lilies, 
Budbrook is a picture of calm complete with board walks and 
bridges. There really is mystery  around every corner here.
Sharon and Gordon Duthie’s ‘Ashridge’ - The layout of this 
garden mainly follows the large ridge that passes through the 
part of the farm that the garden occupies. There has been much 
effort over the years to place all the rocks and boulders from 
the farm that you see edging many parts of the garden. Mature 
trees tower over carefully laid garden beds and if you’re lucky, 
you may hear one of the Bellbirds that call this garden home.

Annie and Athel Price’s ‘Amberside’ – paths to wander and 
expanses to enjoy. There are mixed perennial borders, rose 
and shrub borders, and rose arches leading to the orchard. At 
Amberside you will also find our vendors selling their wares, 
enjoy something tasty to eat and drink all while being entertained 
by several talented performers.
We are very grateful to the garden owners for volunteering their 
gardens for our 2022 tour. These garden are not often, if EVER 
open to the public so please take the opportunity to come and 
enjoy the beauty of each. All proceeds from ticket sales go to 
Mayfield Playcentre to support the running of the centre.
Tickets are $25 per person and can be purchased from 
Ruralco, Lushingtons or online: www.humanitix.com/
homegrowngardentour2022 up until Friday 4th November OR 
on the day for $30 at any of the garden entry gates. Children 
under 16 are free.
Fol low the event on Facebook www.facebook.com/
thehomegrowngardentour for all information about the event 
leading up to the day.
Enquiries can also be directed to homegrowngardentour@
hotmail.com or phone 027 622 7748.

Mayfield Playcentre Homegrown Garden Tour

Staveley Ice Rink Update 
We have had an amazing response from our Concrete and Piping donations so far! We have 
had $134,390 that will be or has been donated to date! A massive THANK YOU to the over 90 
doners so far!!!
We had an increase in a few cost that we will add to the next update. But... We are still on track 
to open on the 1st of June 2023! We do still need help to get over the line, so let us know if you 
want to donate a load of pipe for $1,300 or just a small donation. We are a registered charity, so 
you can get 33% tax back! 
We would like to thank Harmers Earthmoving for their work over the last month 
to prepare the base. This work came in on time and well under budget!! Legends! 
We now have 90% of the earthworks complete. New Power upgrade almost 
finished, and stage one of concrete work will be completed by Christmas. And 
our refrigeration unit is being assembled in Ashburton by Brendon from Davidson 
Refrigeration & Electrical Ltd. So lots happening!
We have funding for a new Gate from the Creative Communities Scheme. So, we are going to 
have a competition for a gate design. Key points, the design needs to be: Unable to be climbed, 
not too much of a wind sail. (We don’t want it to get blowen away) the gate will be anchored on 
to our old Power Poles to keep it up. Email designs to staveleyicerink@gmail.com Entries 
close on the 30th of November. Winner announced on our Facebook page. 

Saturday 5th November
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Over 30 years experience servicing
and supporting the local community

Mob 027 433 8003O�ce  308 8479 

Web  www.gdc.net.nz  Email  o�ce@gdcgroup.nz
Free Phone 0800 432 583 (GDC LTD)

2 Fords Road, Ashburton  • 106 Hilton Highway, Timaru

Earthworks
• Any type of Earthmoving

Laneways
• Lime capping

Ploughing
• Cable + Waterpipe Installation

Directional Drilling
• Trenchless Technology

Utility Detection Services
• Find it �rst

Demolition
• Residential and Commercial

Call us today for an obligation free quote.
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  New Builds      Lifestyle sheds 

Alterations          Renovations 

    Farm Buildings   General Maintenance 

Phone Thamis for all your building needs 

 022 354 6524 

heybrookbuilding@gmail.com 

Limeflour Plant Operator - Mt Somers / Full Time 
We are seeking a motivated person to join our existing long serving team. The Limeflour Plant Operator’s 
primary responsibility is to operate and manage the company’s busy Limeflour manufacturing and dispatch 
facility in Mt Somers. 

The plant produces and dispatches 25kg bags, bulk bags and bulk material to tankers. The equipment 
is modern, and a new automated palletising system (for 25kg bags) is being installed in June, which will 
significantly reduce the physicality of the role. 

While you will have assistance from general quarry staff when required and great support is provided from 
Admin and site Management, we are seeking someone to take ownership and responsibility for the operations 
of the division. We want someone that will take pride in the products, the facility, and the performance of the 
division. 

The ability to work alone, be organised and self-manage workload is very important. The roll is hands on, so 
a good level of physical fitness is required. 

While training will be offered to candidates with the right outlook and work habits, some forklift experience 
or qualifications would be beneficial. The role is day shift (currently 50-55hrs/pw Mon-Fri) and there is scope 
for you to set a schedule that suits you best. A competitive hourly rate will be offered relevant to experience. 
The position would suit male or female applicants equally. 

The position is based at the company’s Victory Lime division in Mt Somers, Mid Canterbury. 
Please apply with your CV to :jenna@palmerresources.co.nz 
or phone Jenna McLellan 027 307 0547 

MID CANTERBURY RURAL 
SUPPORT TRUST SEEKS 
ADDITIONAL TRUSTEES

As part of our ongoing review, The Mid Canterbury 
Rural Support Trust is seeking to grow our volunteer 
base with a recruitment drive for new Trustees.
“The Mid Canterbury Rural Support trust has had an 
eventful and busy time in recent years supporting our 
rural community through M. Bovis, floods, winds and 
the general highs and lows of Farming in our region. 
We are experiencing unprecedented stress in our rural 
communities, resulting in high levels of need for 
support across all facets of life for our Farmers.” Says 
Chairman, Josh Dondertman.
The Trust is seeking new members, particularly those 
who have governance experience. 
For further information please call or forward 
expressions of interest by Friday 18 November 2022 
to the RST Chair:
Josh Dondertman
021 869 212
Josh.dondertman@gmail.com
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0800 64 55 76
www.agrivantage.co.nz

MULTI-USE, OPTIMAL CONTROL

Animal skin, infection, and pH 
in animal housing – what you 
need to know

For farmers managing herd homes 
or rearing lambs, calves, and goat 
kids, it’s important to provide an 
environment that protects the 
animal’s skin – their first line of 
defence against infection. 

Neutralising ammonia and adjusting 
the pH of litter from alkaline to 
neutral helps keep skin healthy and 
resistant to infection. 

Also, pathogenic (or potentially 
harmful) bacteria generally perform 
poorly in acidic environments. 

What most people don’t realise 
is that many of the common 
powder hygiene agents (made with 
ammonia, limestone, hydrated lime, 
or oxone) for animal housing are 
alkaline with pH values of 9-13. 

Using alkaline agents in animal 
housing will further increase the pH 
of the bedding and accelerate the 
production of ammonia from urine. 
Increased ammonia concentration 
further increases the pH of the 
bedding. The resulting high alkaline 
environment will break down 
the animals’ protective sebum 
layer, making them more 
susceptible to 
infection.

Effects Stalosan F

Biocidal effect ++++

Bacterial enzyme inhibition ++++

Ammonia neutralisation ++++

Hydrogen sulphide neutralisation ++++

pH-value 3.5

Drying ++++

Application dose 50g/m²

Application rate weekly* 1

*Weekly application and dose can be increased in case of elevated moisture level and 
pathogenic load.

- product has no effect, + product has little effect, ++ product has some effect, 
+++ product has strong effect, ++++ product has very strong effect

Key: 

With a unique composition, Stalosan F is a blend of naturally acidic 
minerals including phosphates and specialist clays. These ingredients 
act in different ways to help keep bedding dry, absorb ammonia, and 
inhibit bacterial growth. 

Learn more 

UNMATCHED  

EFFICACY

  Powerful drying agent containing mineral acids 
with low pH values to neutralise environment, 
supporting integrity of animal skin (their first 
line of defence against bacteria)

  Absorbs moisture + ammonia, preventing 
proliferation of bacteria

  Non-toxic + safe to apply while animals/poultry 
are present

  Remains active for several days, even 
in the presence of manure + bedding

  Also effective as a footbath
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Mt Somers 
Rugby Club

Neighbourhood Support
November News

roading, unsafe areas, rubbish dumping, stray animals you can 
take a snapshot on your camera and send it to Ashburton District 
Council.  It will highlight a location and they are immediately 
aware of the issue and where it is.  
We will be at the A&P show and will be talking about security and 
cameras so look out for us in the Safety area.
You can join up to Neighbourhood Support by signing up on 
line under “Ashburton Gets Ready”, or we can send out a form 
for completion. This will also provide you with ongoing safety 
information.
For any further information please contact Neighbourhood 
Support 308 3558/021 296 1006
Keep safe.
Sue Abel      Ashburton District Neighbourhood Support

In a famous red commercial outlet this 
week, low and behold Xmas decorations!!!  
Not sure what has happened to the rest of 
the year as we enter the “silly season” and scramble towards that 
one date and holidays.  A timely reminder to talk about security 
and staying safe.
September crime reports show no reported crimes in the Mt 
Sommers area.  However be mindful around residential property 
to secure doors and windows when not at home.  Know your 
neighbours and encourage them to be alert and notify you if they 
see anything suspicious.  Security cameras are a good line of 
defence, especially on rural properties and in particular hot spots 
such as workshops and petrol bowsers.    Often these are paired 
to an app on your phone or tablet which assist with the ability to 
easily keep an eye on your premises.   Scams are still prevalent 
so please be aware of phone and computer scams.  Investment 
scams –  this can include a website which looks professional and 
the person you speak to will be charming and persuasive.  If you 
are asked for money or a deposit please check – the legal name of 
the business, check it is regulated, if the business is not NZ based 
check who regulates them and check regulator warning lists.  This 
also applies to anyone trying to sell something over the phone or 
by digital connect.  Bottom line - always check they are who they 
say they are.
Fire and Emergency suggest checking smoke alarms this time of 
year just to ensure they are working and batteries are current.
Remember Snap, Send and Solve which is linked to Ashburton 
District Council.  This is an app you can download onto your 
phone.  If you see anything that needs fixing such as graffiti, 

AGM
will be held on Wednesday 16th 

November 7pm  in the clubrooms. All 
Welcome. 

Any apologies and or inquiries
please contact 

C Stanley  (Sec) 027 497 5868
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The Old Post Office Library

Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

FEE ENSOR
CLIENT FOCUSED, RESULTS DRIVEN

Fee Ensor is your residential, lifestyle and rural 
property specialist whose results speak for themselves
She is recognised as a top country salesperson nationwide 
with a consistent track record of delivering the best possible 
outcomes for her clients across Mid Canterbury. 

Get in touch with Fee for all of your property needs. 

Fee Ensor 
021 705 014
fee.ensor@bayleys.co.nz
feeensor.co.nz
WHALAN AND PARTNERS LTD, BAYLEYS,  
LICENSED UNDER THE REA ACT 2008

I wonder how many people read the Listener article from 
Christine Fernyhough on literacy and how NZ is falling 
behind the world in the number of children who have 
difficulty with reading and writing….. it was most worrying 
and if you can find a copy of the issue with   ‘Space-based 
Solar Power’ on the cover, please read both her article (Upfront 
section)  and the other article titled ‘Literacy’ . .
After reading that issue of the Listener I felt very grateful we 
have our own Library in the community and have access to 
all kinds of books. And that our children know about the 
library and hopefully what a treasure chest it is. Regarding 
the Listener weekly magazine I am going to start putting out 
past issues in the shelves outside the Library. There are many 
excellent and topical articles, I’m sure there will be people who 
would enjoy reading them, even if slightly out of date (as far 
as the TV programming is concerned)..

‘Lucy by the Sea’ by Elizabeth Strout. I have read this new 
book and loved it.Those of you who have read ‘My Name is 
Lucy Barton’, ‘Oh William!’ ,( and even Olive Kitteridge gets 

a mention as does Bob Burgess from a much earlier book ‘The 
Burgess Boys’),will all enjoy the continuation of Lucy’s life. 
Beautifully written and it kept my interest throughout. It is 
helpful to have read her previous books as each consecutive 
one develops the characters further.

‘The Metal Heart’ by Caroline Lea.
This is another novel based around fact. It is set on the 
Orkney islands and centres around the building of ‘barriers 
’ or causeways between the islands both for access and more 
importantly to block the waterways from German submarines 
and warships. It was a huge backbreaking job and Italian 
prisoners of war were shipped from North Africa to complete 
the task. 
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The book centres around the building of an Italian chapel 
which still stands today. I have been lucky enough to actually 
see this building and experience the internal craftsmanship, 
truly amazing and the author of this book captures the beauty 
of this place in her descriptive prose. A love story runs through 
the chapters but doesn’t detract from   lovely descriptive 
passages of these remote Scottish islands.

Celeste Ng, author of ‘Little Fires Everywhere’ and the 
popular ‘Everything I never Told You’ has a new book out:
‘Our Missing Hearts’…….described as a powerful dystopian 
novel about the love , loss and power of a mother’s love. 
Considering the strength of her other books I’m sure this one 
will appeal to many.

‘The Clarence’ by Tim Fulton. This is by the well known rural 
journalist where he explores the 200 kilometres of mountains, 
rivers and valleys between Canterbury and Marlborough. It 
is beautifully presented and the photography is outstanding. 
It will certainly appeal to the farmers of the district.

‘Plough Chains and Bees Arses’ by Keith Hawke.
Some of you may have met Keith already, he and his wife 
are residents of Mt Somers, and he has very kindly donated 
his book to our non fiction shelves. This is a true adventure 
story and is a rollicking account of a Kiwi who has spent 25 
years making films in Asia and around the world featuring 
corruption and the wild roller-coaster thrill of making films 
in foreign countries. From a stint being locked briefly in 
a prison cell, he went on to film a climbing expedition in 
the Himalayas, a circus in Burma and even a slightly blue 
feature film! He has travelled the globe and related some of 
his adventures in this very readable account and comes highly 
recommended.

There is a small book just purchased, and it  was shortlisted 
for the prestigious Booker prize. I have read it twice. It is a 
gem. It has become an international bestseller.It is a deeply 
affecting story of hope, empathy, and quiet heroism. It is set 
in a small Irish town in 1986. Read it!
‘Small Things like These’ by Claire Keegan. 

There are new books being added all the time to our library 
and remember to return them promptly once read to make 
it fair for everyone. The books can easily be returned to the 
slot in the porch outside the library.
We are trying to lift the standard of books on the outside 
shelves so keep checking them too. 

Keep reading, relaxing, and learning….did you know 
that keeping our brains active and working is one 
way to delay or prevent the onset of dementia?? True 
fact.                 AC.

 GUY FAWKES
Ruapuna Domain

5th November
 Bring boxes of fireworks to 
add to the display, to make

for a great night out.
BYO and Nibbles

Start the display when dark.
Tracy King
0273164217
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TRIENNIAL MEETING
The purpose of the meeting is to elect up to 
seven residents to fill the vacancies on the Board.
The Board will meet immediately following the 
Triennial Meeting and appoint members to the 
positions of Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer.
 Date:          8th November 

Venue:      Mt Somers Hall - Supper room 
Time:          7:30pm

ALL RESIDENTS WELCOME.

Hamish Riach
Chief Executive Officer 
Ashburton District Council

ashburtondc.govt.nz

Mt Somers Reserve Board

124h x 90w - Rakaia

November is a great time to Keep Learning as part 
of our 5 ways to Wellbeing and we are super grateful 
to the Ashburton Creative Communities Grant to 
allow us to lead some keep learning initiatives for 
the whole family.  (Check out below our planned 
activities starting November 2nd in Methven – with 
dates being set for Mayfield early in 2023 to roll 
out a similar programme).

Each Wednesday in November we will be setting 
up at the Methven Public Library and co facilitating 
some “Give it a Go” Art Based activities free to 
the whole family – the vision is to have people in 
our community that have skills to teach others co 
facilitate with us so we all learn something new.  
Where we can we will be more resourceful with 
what’s available to us locally and acknowledge 

how giving not only helps 
us but may well improve 
wellness for those who 
receive. Starting each 
Wednesday at 5.30pm:

Week 1 -  Harakeke Weaving – 
starting Wednesday 2nd – learn 
to make flowers, stars and gift 
tags (Options also for more 
advanced creations for those 
more confident). Flax will be 
pre dyed and options of Red, 
Purple, Blue or natural to use.  

Week 2  - Photography with 
Heathermac - Wednesday  9th 
–  a chance to upskill and learn 
the art of looking through a lens 
with purpose and vision.  One 
not to be missed for those who 
want to get creative.

Week 3 – Rock Art – Wednesday 
16th - options are endless here 
and we are super fortunate to 
have someone in our community 
who is skilled in the art of Rock 
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Work Wanted
Part or full time work on a farm in the Mayfield - 

Mt Somers area for semi-retired farm worker.
Experience with stock work, sheep and

beef mostly, but has reared calves
and worked with pigs and deer.

Experienced with fencing, water supply
and general farm maintenance.

Ideal for farm-minding while you take a break.
Contact John on 0210 246 1321 or 03 3036 144

0274 225 464
For more information call Jacob to discuss your requirements

www.jholdawaycontracting.com

Drilling
Kverneland U Drill

Allen Custom Drill seed, fertiliser,
slug bait and insecticide at 125mm Row Spacings

Art and willing to share some tips.  Come along and let your 
imagination run wild.  Rocks and more supplied – bring your 
own imagination.

Week 4 – Soap and Candles – Wednesday 23rd– who doesn’t love 
the idea of DIY gifting ready for the Christmas Stockings. Come 
and learn the art off local makers and then use those skills to get 
creative at home to impress the guests.

Week 5 – Drift Wood Art – Wednesday 30th -  not for the faint 
hearted; the idea is start with a Christmas tress or stars for 
those keen or take it to the next level to frame your photography 
or use as a centre piece for the table.  If you own a drill please 
bring it along to speed things up on this activity as im sure we 
will be wanting to keep things moving.

All these activities start at 5.30pm and registration is 
essential so we can have enough supplies so please 
phone, email or register online via Wellbeing Õpuke 
facebook page.

If you live in the Mayfield/foothills area and have a 
skill you wish to share that is along the creative theme 
please reach out and connect sooner rather than later 
to be given the chance to share these with others and 
inspire your community to make their own gifts using 
locally sourced supplies as much as possible.  Call 
Juanita 0225472708 or email wellbeingopuke@gmail.
com
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MP for Rangitata
Jo Luxton

Authorised by Jo Luxton MP, Parliament Buildings, Wellington

Office hours: 
Monday–Friday, 9.30am–2.30pm

03 339 1030
RangitataMP@parliament.govt.nz

75 Harrison Street, Ashburton

Steady As You Go (SAYGO)
You could save yourself from a fall by attending SAYGO classes.

SAYGO improves:
Balance & leg strength • Flexibility • General fitness & well-being
• Falls are the most common cause of injury in older people
• One third of people over 65 fall each year
• Half of people over 80 fall each year
• Designed for men and women
• Falls are not a natural part of ageing and are almost always
  associated with weakened leg muscles and poor balance
So come and join us for an hour. Classes every Wednesday, 
Staveley Hall 2pm. For enquiries, phone Annette Syme 3030 803

Book of the Month –
Mt Somers Library
Title: ‘Meeting Rita’
Author: Jenny Powell
Publication year: 2021
 A review by Elles Smallegoor

New Zealand artist Rita Angus (1908-70) has always been a 
powerful presence in the art history of this country, but she 
seems to have had a bit of a revival of late. The Te Papa in 
Wellington had a big exhibition on until April this year and 
some paintings that were part of it are now on tour and find 
themselves in the Suter Gallery in Nelson, where they are on 
display until 4 December. Angus’s life and work has also been 
celebrated in print. Last year, poet Jenny Powell published a 
collection of poems called ‘Meeting Rita’, in which the author 
imagines exactly that: meeting the artist and “have a dialogue 
about what’s important: clothes, love, places, painting and 
poetry, the meaning of life” (p. 9). The collection is currently 
on loan in the Mt Somers Library.

Over the past decade, Powell has gradually become familiar 
with all the details of Rita Angus’s life (her love affair with 
composer Douglas Lilburn, her health scares, her miscarriage, 
her mental struggles, her fierce passion for art, her love of the 
New Zealand landscape) and has closely studied her drawings, 
watercolours and paintings. In many ways, she indicates in the 
preface to the book, Rita has become a close friend - if only in 
imagination. In over 40 poems, she dives into this imaginary 
friendship and creative connection (‘It’s good to see you Rita’ 
p. 63) and brings Angus and her work to life in free verse. 
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- FERTILISER SPREADING 

- PUBLIC WEIGHBRIDGE  

- RAVENSDOWN STORE MAYFIELD  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ph: (03) 303 6102 Mayfield  
Ph: 0800 MTRANS (687267) 
 Email: office@mtrans.nz 

74 MAYFIELD KLONDYKE ROAD, MAYFIELD, ASHBURTON 7778 

COMPUTERS
FIXED
FAST

FIRST TIME

144 Moore Street, Ashburton
www.mypc.nz
03 308 3400
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Some poems are almost biographical in nature, such as this 
one: 

 LOVE DOESN’T ALWAYS HAVE TO BE SAID

He gives you time with no conditions
except its own rules of passing.

He gives you relief of hills
when your head aches with flatness.

He gives you a painter’s holiday,
and let’s you burrow into yourself.

The Notes in the back 
of Powell’s book (p. 73-
78) are essential reading 
to those unfamiliar with 
the artist’s life. In them, 
we learn that Douglas 
Lilburn funded one of 
Rita’s painting trips to 
Central Otago, enabling 
her to get back to herself 
after a period of mental 
unrest. The poem reveals 
Powell’s (and Lilburn’s) 
complete understanding 
of the healing power of 
being engaged in the 

creative process; unconditionally allowing others to fully 
immerse in it is, as the title suggests, an act of love. Other 
poems, such as ARTHUR’S PASS, are an accompinament to 
Angus’s paintings (in this case the famous painting ‘Cass’), and 
knowing the art will enhance both the reading experience of 
the poem and appreciation of the art work itself. The good 
thing nowadays is you can easily search for the paintings 
online. 

‘Meeting Rita’ does not only explore the connection between 
poet and painter but also encourages us to shake hands with 
a friend’s friend: ‘look who I brought, I’d like you to meet 
her...I’m sure you’ll love her too’. 
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How To Tell Children 
That Someone Has Died

When someone dies, even young children will need 
an explanation to help them understand what has 
happened.  

When
It may go against your protective instinct, but children 
need to know what has happened as soon as possible. 
Children are surprisingly perceptive. They may be 
aware that something serious has happened before you 

tell them and being told by someone they trust helps 
them to make sense of what has happened.

How 
·	 Speak slowly and be honest, using words 

that are appropriate for your child’s age and 
understanding. 

·	 Prepare your child for sad news, for example, 
“I have some sad news for you…”

·	 Use real words. Say the person’s name and 
use real words, ‘dead’ or ‘died’. If you do use 
phrases such as ‘passed away’, ‘gone to 
sleep’ or ‘lost’, explain clearly that this means 
the person has died.

·	 Explain that the person who has died cannot 
come back. It’s not always easy to find the 
words. Here are a few examples: “Poppa was 
so sick his body stopped working. Poppa has 
died”. “The doctors tried really hard to help 
Gran, but she was too sick for the medicines 
to help”. 

·	 Give reassurance. Tell the child that you will 
be there for them. It is important to reassure 
them that the death wasn’t their fault.

·	 Don’t give too much information at first. Try to 
be honest without giving too much detail. You 
can add more later. Be aware that distress 
makes it harder to take in information and you 
may have to repeat yourself.
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PLUMBING & DRAINLAYING
CRAFTSMAN PLUMBER / REGISTERED DRAINLAYER

Phone: 03 693-8512 • Mobile: 0274 373 158
33 South Terrace, Geraldine

• NEW HOUSING
• REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
• ROOF REPAIRS
• RENOVATIONS

• DRAIN CLEANING
• LOGFIRE INSTALLATIONS
• CONCRETE CORING
• BACKFLOW TESTING

For a
first Rate job

call usMaster
Plumbers
Gasfitters
Drainlayers

Hospice Mid Canterbury has a large selection of books 
for children which deal with illness, dying and grief. 
These can often help explain things in a non-threatening 
way, while offering opportunities for questions and 
conversations. Anyone can borrow these books from 
the Hospice Base at 70 Havelock Street. 

If you or someone you care about has a life limiting 
illness and would like our support, contact us on
307 8387, or 027 227 8387
or email support@hospicemc.nz .
 See also our website
www.hospicemc.nz  and look for
Hospice Mid Canterbury on our
facebook and Instagram pages.

Painter Available

Ph 0279 624 841 or 03 693 9803

Spruce up and protect your
property with a coat of paint! 

Interiors, exteriors, roofs
and weatherboards. 

Pressure washing, airless spraying, 
and a first-rate finish.

Friendly, professional service, good 
rates, excellent local references.

Call Wolffie for a free quote.
Distance no problem.
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Ashburton
96 Tancred Street
Ashburton 
03 307 8317
rwashburton.co.nz
ashburton.nz@raywhite.com

Tinwald
117a Archibald Street
Tinwald
03 307 8317
rwashburton.co.nz
ashburton.nz@raywhite.com

Methven
4/36 McMillan Street
Methven 
03 303 3032
rwashburton.co.nz
ashburton.nz@raywhite.com

At Ray White Mid-Canterbury, our 22 dedicated team members 
are here to help from the moment you make contact. 

From the receptionist to the salesperson who closes your sale, the strength 

of our team is in our combined commitment to ensuring your journey with us 

is a good one. We work together to make sure that with the Ray White team, 

you get the results you want. Chat to us today on 03 307 8317.

Real Estate Mid Canterbury Property Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)

Dedicated  
to you

ashburtoncranes2015@gmail.com

Well the year is rolling on, the sun is shining and the huge workload on farm 
that comes with spring is tailing off now. It’s nice to take a bit of time out and 
recharge the batteries.
Not only is it a time for self-care, but also a timely reminder of vehicle care.
Is your car due for a service? A WOF? Or registration? Do your tyres still have 
good tread? Do all lights and indicators work? Is your windscreen clean, no chips 
or cracks? Is the oil, coolant and windscreen washer topped up? All of these 
things add to the safety and increase the lifetime of your vehicle. We as vehicle 
owners know this, but when you are new to driving it’s another thing to learn.

Rural Driver Licensing Scheme We have amazing driving mentors 
who understand that learning to 
drive isn’t only about driving. Our 
students also learn about basic 
car care – how to check the oil, 
how much tread should your tyre 
have, when to get a warrant or 
registration. Some of our mentors 
even teach their student how to 
change a tyre.
Isn’t it great to have such a 
far reaching programme. Over 
the five years we have been 
running, the programme has 
developed. Not only have we 
taught people to drive and given 
them independence, they have 
learnt about road safety, how to 
look after their car and they’ve 
made huge social connections.
If you would like to be part of 
this amazing programme, either 
as a student, driving mentor or 
to volunteer in other ways, we 
would love to hear from you. 
Please contact Wendy Hewitt on 
027 611 3301 or wendy.hewitt@
safer.org.nz
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Nor’Wester Newsletter
is published by the
Mt Somers District
Citizens Association.

Editor: Jeremy Hunter
8 Bruces Road,
Mt Somers, RD1,
Ashburton 7771
Telephone: 03 3039 722 
Email:  graphic@netaccess.co.nz

DEADLINE DATE
ISSUE DEADLINE DELIVERY
December 2022 25 November 1 December

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MID AND SOUTH CANTERBURY 

–

Cross 
Contracting Ltd

Experienced operators with over 
45 years local knowledge

For all your digging requirements

Phone Ron
021 347 958 or 303 6067

•	 Stock	water	race	cleaning
•	 Irrigation	race	cleaning
•	 Disposable	pits
•	 Soak	Pit	•	Trenches
•	 Gorse	fence	&	shelter	belt	removal
•	 Irrigation	mainline	trenching
•	 Shingle	screening	bucket

•	 Tip	truck	hire
•	 Tree	stump	removal	&	root	raking
•	 Operating	three	diggers
•	 On	farm	shingling	–	laneways,	
stockyards,	water	troughs

•	 Pipe	line	installation	&	repairs
•	 Cow	lane	cleaning

Proudly supporting the Mayfield Show

20
03

06
9

Grader and 20 ton digger available on request

We are also on Facebook, just search for the Mid 
Canterbury Rural Driver Licensing Scheme.
The Mid Canterbury Rural Driver Licensing Scheme 
is proudly sponsored by MPI, Waka Kotahi, The 
Lotteries Commission, Advance Ashburton Community 
Foundation, The Ashburton District Council, Braided 
Rivers Community Trust, The Lion Foundation, COGs, 
Community Trust Mid & South Canterbury and The Mid 
Canterbury Rural Support Trust.
Wendy Hewitt
Rural Licensing Co-Ordinator
Safer Mid Canterbury
44 Cass Street, Ashburton 7700
Ph: 027 611 3301
wendy.hewitt@safer.org.nz
Office hours -  Monday to Friday 8.30 am to 4.30 pm

Cashmere Constantino - checking the oil.
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New Zealand
is working
with Labour 
Jo Luxton, MP for Rangitata
25 October 2022 

As a Government, we’re focused on creating jobs, upskilling 
New Zealanders and supporting more people here in Mid 
Canterbury into work – and the latest figures show that it’s 
paying off.   The country’s unemployment rate is at a near 
record low and people’s incomes are growing at the highest 
rate since records began. 

There are now less than 99,000 New Zealanders receiving 
Jobseeker Work Ready – the first time numbers have dipped 
below 100,000 since the pandemic began. We’ve also seen 
the number of people receiving a main benefit continue to fall 
year-on-year – in the Ashburton District we’ve had over 500 
people move from the main benefit into work in the last year. 

To grow the skilled workforce that New Zealand needs, our 
Government has been deliberate in supporting more people 
into education and training. I’m really proud of the fact that 
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0274 225 464
www.jholdawaycontracting.com

FOR ALL YOUR SILAGE REQUIREMENTS
Forage Harvesting Silage Baling Chopped Silage-loader Wagons

GORSE 
SPRAYING

ROSS BROWN CONTRACTING LTD
Registered Chemical Applicator

with 26 years experience
0274819190

www.gorsespraying.co.nz
email:gorseman@hotmail.com

Registered Chemical Applicator
with 30 years experience

more than 200,000 Kiwis have now benefitted from our 
free apprenticeships and trades training programmes.   It’s 
great to see that apprenticeships are more than 50% higher 
than when we came into Government, and that we now have 
20,000 more construction workers than a year ago. This 
means we’re able to continue delivering more homes for 
people in Mid Canterbury and around the country.   On top 
of training more New Zealanders with the skills businesses 
need, we’ve also rebalanced our immigration to make it easier 
for local businesses and farms to fill gaps by hiring highly-
skilled people from overseas.   I also wanted to touch on the 
proposal to reduce agricultural emissions. This pragmatic 
approach sets up our biggest export earner for future success 
and putting New Zealand on track to meet our 2030 methane 
reduction target. 

The Government largely adopts the farming sector’s proposal 
to price emissions at the farm level.  This is an important step 
forward in New Zealand’s transition to a low emissions future 
and delivers on our promise to price agriculture emissions 
from 2025. The proposal would see New Zealand farmers 
lead the world in reducing emissions, delivering a competitive 
advantage, enhancing our export brand and helping to boost 
export earnings.

Consultation to work through sequestration, levy setting 
process, and transition assistance is open until 18 November 
2022 and I encourage you to have your say through a 
submission. 
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Contact Ben Walls for all your
contracting needs

027 436 9133
ben.walls@quigleycontracting.co.nz

www.quigleycontracting.co.nz

Walk Awa Awa Rata Reserve 
21 Sep: 
Keen walkers enjoyed a misty day walk at Awa 
Awa Reserve.
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Four wonderful gardens in the Mayfield District to wander, explore 
and relax amongst entertainment, great food and artisan wares.

@thehomegrowngardentour @thehomegrowngardentour

Saturday  
5th November 

2022 
10:30am – 4:00pm

Four gardens 
to view!

Scan to buy tickets 
$25 pre-sale online only before 5/11/22

visit  https://events.humanitix.com/homegrown-garden-tour-2022
or $30 on the day (cash only). Children under 16 years free entry



 

ISSUE SEVENTY The Nor’wester  NOVEMBER 2022

20

Mayfield and Districts 
Lions Report

At our October meeting held at the Tinwald Tavern,  lions 
and their wives  had the pleasure of having Elijah Overcomer, 
former Gloriavale  community member, as their speaker. 
He spoke about his previous life, living and working in the 
closed community, and the difficulties encountered when  he, 
his wife and children decided to leave. They  are currently 
sharemilking on a farm near Albury, and are working 
incredibly hard, as they strive towards their goal of farm 
ownership. 
Members enjoyed attending the Jesus Christ Superstar 
production, held recently in Ashburton.
Lions members and partners helped with Meals On Wheels, 
a service which we always enjoy  providing.
Our annual Friends of the District outing will be held on 
Sunday 6th November, at the Mayfield Golf Club. Mr John 
Acland will be the guest speaker.
After a weather -caused postponement in June, we are  
holding our annual Golf Tournament 
on Thursday 17th November.

We still have dry firewood for sale, Blue Gum $400and 
Pine $325. Contact Ron Cross on 021347958

Our Tail twisters for the night Andrew & Lynley Mackenzie.

Our speaker Elijah Overcomer.
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Contracting

Contracting
Ph Donald 027 279 8704 or Robert 027 304 8837
www.donaldlovewindrowing.co.nz

Ph Robert Love
027 304 8837

STRAW & BALEAGE SUPPLY - Contact us for CUSTOMISED DEALS for straw delivered at harvest time 
 so you can get the best quality straw at very competitive prices.

n  4x3 & 3x3 Square bales

n  Round bales        n  Mow, mow-condition

n  Tedder, rake, bale, tube & individually wrap & cart

n Reversable ploughing, sumo trio rip disc roll,

n 6m Allen Drill, direct & conventional, seed & fert

n Complete Forage harvesting service -  mow, rake chop, cart, stack, weighbridge

Use your Ruralco card 
for a discount

Use your Ruralco card 
for a discount

Cultivation &  
Forage Harvesting Services

Windrowing 
& Baling Services
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MAYFIELD MT SOMERS ANGLICAN PARISH 
   Recently, at a service at St. Aidan’s, we 
remembered three ladies who had each made 
a huge contribution to the running of this 
church. The Rev. Rosemary Grigg, Mabel 
Reveley and Lois Moodie. Following the 
service three Rhododendrons we planted in 
the Memorial Garden, in the churchyard. 
These three ladies, through all the highs and 
lows of their lives had remained constant and 
loyal to the Christian faith through many, many 
years. Faithfulness is one of the nine gifts of 
the Spirit that can be found listed in Galatians 
5: 22 and 23. 
  It was wonderful to see so many family 
members present at the service, there to help 
with the planting as well as acknowledging the 
contribution made by their mothers and 
grandmothers. 
   There are people still alive whose service will 
be worthy of having a Rhododendron planted 
in their honour, but I do wonder what part our 
beautiful wee church will play in the lives of 
people living in and around Mt. Somers in the 
future. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Can you believe that by the time you read 
this, we will be less than two months away 
from Christmas? In the meantime. 
       Blessings, Annette Eggleston  
 

ANGLICAN SERVICES 
Priest: Rev Annette Eggleston 

Holy Communion 
Oct 30    10 a.m. All Saints, Ruapuna  
Nov 6     10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers  
Nov 20   10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers  
Dec 4     10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers  
 

CHRISTCHURCH CITY MISSION - MEAT & 
FOOD DONATIONS (especially meat) 

Please contact Harvey & Annette Eggleston 
on 3024 006 if you have donations  
 

PARISH CONTACTS 
Parish Priest - Rev Annette Eggleston  
Email: harann000@gmail.com 3024 006  
Church Warden – Pauline Hewson 3036 397  
Church Warden, Secretary / Treasurer  
- Marion Jacobson 027 3607 180  
Email: marion.i.jacobson@gmail.co 

NEWS FROM PLAINS PRESBYTERIAN PARISH 

Time doesn‛t stand still, and changes take place. At Methven 
the significant change at present is the fact of Derek and 
Rae Glass leaving their farm to reside in retirement at 
Darfield. The St Johns congregation will farewell this 
faithful couple of long-standing church and community 
supporters at the Sunday service on the 6th of November.  

At the same time Alex and Joan Wright will be 
acknowledged as now residing at Lochlea in Ashburton, it is 
understood they intend for now to remain as supporters of 
the Plains Parish and will continue to be active in the 
Methven area. 

The Parish Annual Meeting will have taken place on the 30th 
of October by the time you have read this and will be 
reported on in the December issue. 

The annual Rakaia Plant Fair and jam sales took place early 
in the month with slightly over $6000.00 being raised, a 
very good result, our sincere thanks to Mrs Dorothy Knight 
and her many faithful helpers for this very well-run annual event.  

The worship service at Staveley on 26th of September was led by Paster Paul Eden, combined with Methven 
with the congregation numbering 22.  At Mayfield on 23rd of October the service was led again by Paul 
Eden eleven local folk made up the congregation. 

 

 

Interim Moderator Rev Johanna Warren 

 Parish Clerks, Annette Syme Ph 303 0803 
Liz Depree Ph 021889341 
Parish Contacts: 

Kevin Taylor ph  303 6392  
Kay King       ph  303 6033 
Website plainspresbyterian.co.nz 
Facebook.com/ PlainsPresbyterianParish 
WORSHIP SERVICES November 2022 
Sunday 6th Nov  ST JOHNS METHVEN  10.30  
 Farewell for Derek & Rae Glass 
Acknowledgement To Alex & Joan Wright now 
residing at Lochlea Village 
Sunday 13th Nov St Johns Methven 10.30 am 
Sunday 20th Nov St Johns Methven 10.30 
Sunday 27th Nov Staveley     10.00 am 
Worship leader   Paster Paul Eden 
Parish AGM St Johns Methven 30th Oct 
Rev Johanna Warren worship leader 
AGM followed with shared Lunch 
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Walk Staveley Hill 28 Sep:
Only 7 members turned out.  All of us made to a 
junction together.

Walk Waimate
14 members tried out a new walk “White Horse Track”
and some extra parts at Waimate.

All Walk photos supplied bySanae Hydes
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Ashburton Forks Storage Units
9 and 6 metre deep units with Extra Height

to accommodate Boats, Motorhomes, Caravans etc.
24/7 monitored security. Power and lights in each unit.

To check availablity contact
Daisy on 03 3030 802
or message 021 212 3181

LIMITED 
SPACES

1807 Ashburton Staveley Rd
(AshForksEngineering)

Check out our webpage
storage-ashforks.co.nz/home/

º

There are several topics to discuss today, the first that interested 
me from an opinion article Christchurch Press 24th October; 
Siouxsie Wiles This writer opens the subject by reminding 
her regular readers that they may remember that she is quite 
fascinated by mosquitoes. She appears to have developed an 
interest as to why mosquitoes are more attracted to some folk 
rather than others. South-Westland and Westcoast in general 
is where these insects appear to thrive as do sandflies.  Siouxsie 
appears to be of the opinion that some unfortunate people 
secrete a substance from their skin which these insects cannot 
resist, and this may well be so. From my humble observations 
and I came to the conclusion many years ago that it is the new 
commers to a sandfly mosquito region that suffer seriously from 
these blood sucking beasts. I concluded long ago that those who 
have tolerated these things and persisted in living in these regions 
have sort of become immune to these blood suckers. The sandfly 
may be just a blood sucker, but the mosquito definitely injects 
into its victim, This may well mean that in time it has polluted 
its own feeding ground, hence the permanent human resident 
has become immune, perhaps I should write to Siouxie with my 
thoughts, or are they just humble observations? 

I seemed to get caught up reading of stories of the African 
American dilemma, the slave trade of not that many years ago. 
The book titled “The Deepest South of All” True stories from 
Natchez, Mississippi. By Richard Grant. This is an account of 
just what happened at the hight of the slave trade. Natchez, 
Mississippi at one time had more millionaires per capita than 
anywhere in America, and its wealth was built on cotton and 
slavery. As the back cover indicates with humour and insight, 
author Richard Grant exposes a strange, eccentric town with an 
unforgettable cast of characters. There’s Ginger Hyland, “The 
Lioness,” who decorates168 Christmas trees with her jewellery 
collection. And there’s Nellie Jackson, a brothel madam who 
became an FBI informant about the KKK before being burnt 
alive by one of her customers. Somewhat interwoven through 
these stories is the more sombre and largely forgotten account of 
Abd al-Rahman Ibrahima, a West African prince who it appears 
was in the wrong place at the wrong time and suffered the fate 
as did thousands of others, was herded onto a ship with many of 
his fellow countrymen and enslaved in Natchez and eventually 
became what is described as a cause celebre in the 1820s, 
eventually gaining freedom and returning to Africa Uganda. 
To his despair having to leave his children and grandchildren in 
Natchez in slavery, he had worked hard to get financial support 
to buy the family out of slavery but failed. 

As slaves they were owned by a cotton grower by the name of 
Foster, slaves worked long hours picking and attending to the 
growing of cotton, the sun was very hot and they had little or 
no protection from the extreme heat their sustenance was bare 
minimum, just enough to survive on, women and children 
worked the cotton the housing provided looked good from the 
outside but inside was very different, each family had just one 
room, they were whipped and cruelly treated if the work was not 
to the satisfaction of their owners (the masters). This was a very 
corrupt and inhumane way of getting production from the land 
and a method by which the landowners of the day became very 
wealthy.

I read with interest again from Mondays Press the Life Story 
of Daniel Smith, born March 1932 Died October 2022, this 
account is headed ‘One of America’s last surviving children of a 
slave grew up with tales of horror.’ Smith has died aged 90, was 
one of the last remaining children of enslaved Black Americans, 
a rare direct link to slavery in the USA. He was born when his 
father was 70 years of age. He has a forth coming memoir which 
I gather will be titled “Son of a Slave; A Black Man’s Journey in 
White America.” Daniel served as a medic during the Korean 
war, travelled to South Africa during the ‘Apartheid’ era later 
marched with Martin Luther King Jr and watched as Barack 
Obama was inaugurated as president. In the 1970’s. He had 
moved to Washington DC where he ran a federally funded 
programme called the Area Healthcare Education Centres, 
working to improve healthcare in underserved communities. It 
was this work that took him to apartheid South Africa, where he 
met Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

Decades later he was standing in the crowd, moved to tears, as 
Barack Obama was sworn in as America’s first black president.

Should you be looking for a great read I strongly recommend 
Michelle Obama’s book “Becoming”, I have been reading this 
book on my iphone, so impressed I have bought a copy to give to 
my daughter, a very good book should you be looking for a gift 
for a lady or for a man.

Cheers Denis 

A COMMENT:
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It is hard to believe we are already in November and Term 4 is 
now in full swing.  The days are warming up and we’ve been 
having so much fun.
Kirsty from Mid Canterbury Rugby came out for another great 
morning teaching us about Rippa Rugby.  The Village green was 
the perfect place for us run around, with a beautiful backdrop!
Thank you to everyone who purchased pies from our Fairlie Pie 
fundraiser, they should all be with you now and we hope you’re 
enjoying them!  If you’re still waiting for yours they shouldn’t be 
far away, please get in touch if needed.
Our AGM is being held 3pm Monday 7th November at Playcentre.  
All welcome.
Last but not least, after bidding farewell to Kim last term, we’ve 
been without a Session Facilitator. If you or someone you know 
would be interested in joining our awesome centre as Session 
Facilitator, please get in touch for more information.  mtsomers.
staveley@playcentre.org.nz

Mt Somers Staveley Playcentre

And the really good news is . . . . . 
The Ashburton District 
Council has agreed to 

reinstate a place on their 
website for the local 

area papers such as the 
Nor’Wester to be featured 

each month. So anyone can 
log on and view the current 
or past editions in glorious 

technicolour starting with the  
September 2022 issue.

And the link to get you there 
is:

Isn’t that just great ! ! ! !

          Editor
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JPs in the Foothills Area
Mayfield
       Jannet Cross 0274 347 958
      Pauline Hewson.03 3036 397.
     Grant Early.0215 141 56
       Alistair Morrison. 0276 024 927
Mt Somers
        Robert Schikker.0211 866 107.
         Anne Marie Allan.0272 843 013.
        Anne Parnham. 0277 676 056.
        Wendy Millichamp.0274 591 1277.
Springburn
         Robert Withers.0273 030 138.

Mayfield Playcentre

I wish to extend an 
apology to Alan Totty for 
neglecting to mention his 
valuable contribution last 
month on the article about 
the history of the Sharplin 
Falls Track which featured 

on the front page.

It was very remiss of me.
Editor

The Tamariki are enjoying being back at Mayfield Playcentre and 
are embracing the gorgeous weather and their surrounds.
Children being able to connect to their surroundings and take 
ownership of their spaces is an important part of their learning and 
wellbeing. As part of the Te Whāriki ( early childhood curriculum) 
we embrace that all children are born with enormous potential and 
it’s our job to recognize and nourish that.
We have seen plenty of Well-being Mana atua (keeping ourselves 
safe from harm) through helping our centre stay safe and maintained. 
Hammering nails back into our fort has been a fun job to tick off!
Plenty of outdoor fun, cooking up a storm for our friends and Mums 
in the mud kitchen, emerging ourselves in the fun textures of gloop, 
sharing kai time with our friends and a book! We are loving the 
warmer days!!!
A big thank you to our community for their support of the recent 
raffle and past Homegrown Garden Tours that helped us get to our 
goal of new inside furniture and renovation of our walls! We can’t 
wait to share photos of the finished space!!! We have a few more 
items on the wish list that with the help of this year’s Homegrown 
Garden Tour we hope to achieve!
Our Homegrown Garden Tour is just a few days away. We can’t wait 
to share the beautiful gardens, great food, artesian market stalls 
and local entertainers with you!
See you on the 5th of November 
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MAYFIELD A & P ASSOCIATION 
2022/23 Wheat Competition 

Field Judging 8TH December 2022 
 

Feed Wheat - Dryland or Irrigated 
 

Judging in three areas 
 Field test, 8th December 2022 

Judged on:  weeds, disease, BYDV and uniformity 
 Independent yield assessment 
 Harvest sample result 

 
Conditions 
 One entry per person, 4ha minimum. 
 
Entry Fee $70.00  -  Entries close 25th November  

NOTE:  Invoices will be sent on receipt of application form. 

For enquiries, please contact:  Nicola Lee 027 873 4622 or Sam Grant 027 302 8018. 
 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ENTRY FORM 

Name:   .......................................................................  Phone:   ......................................................................  

Farm Entity:   .......................................................................................................................................................  

Address:   ............................................................................................................................................................  

Email:   .......................................................................  ROP Number:   ............................................................  

Variety Paddock 

Dry Land 
Or  

Irrigated 

Location of paddock 
(Please provide a detailed 

farm map showing paddock 
location) 

                           
Sowing Date 

 
    Sowing Rate 

Graham 7 
 Home Block 819 North Road, 

Wakanui 
  

  
 

 
  

 

Email entries to:  mayfieldshow15@gmail.com 
 

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Interested in being a member of the Mayfield A&P Association?  YES  /  NO 

$30 / year entitles you to two members tickets to Mayfield A&P Show plus one ticket to 14 other A&P 
Shows.  

Example Only


