
PLANTING NATIVES 101 - FUNDERS OVERVIEW 


Funder $ What Where Who When Information

Advance Ashburton – 
Community Grant

Enhancing the environment Ashburton 
District

Community 
organisations

3 grant 
rounds/year

www.advanceashburton.org.nz/community-
grants1.html

Ashburton District Council <$7500 Biodiversity projects, not shelterbelt or beautification plantings Ashburton 
District

Individuals

Organisations 
(local branch 
only)

2 grant 
rounds/year

www.ashburtondc.govt.nz


Community Trust of Mid & 
South Canterbury 

<$50,000 Environmental projects Mid and 
South 
Canterbury

Community 
Organisation

6 grant 
rounds/year

www.comtrust.org.nz


DOC Community Fund Practical projects aimed at conserving indigenous biodiversity on 
private and public land

NZ www.doc.govt.nz/get-involved/funding/doc-
community-fund

Environment Canterbury – 
Waitaha Action to Impact 
Fund

$5000-$30,000 Projects that align with:

• Decisive action for healthy freshwater, land and coastal 

ecosystems

• Fostering relationships to underpin regional leadership for our 

communities

• Sustainable and healthy living and working environments

• Helping communities be well prepared for changes in the 

natural environment

Canterbury Community 
organisation 
(legal entity)

Yearly www.ecan.govt.nz/get-involved/support/
types-of-support/


Lotteries Environment and 
Heritage Fund

One off projects that: 

• protect and restore native habitats for native plants or 

animals

• protect and conserve native plants or animals that are rare 

or in danger or at risk.

NZ Organisations 2 grant 
rounds/year

www.communitymatters.govt.nz/lottery-
environment-and-heritage/


Mazda Fund Programmes promoting maintenance and improvement of the 
natural environment.

NZ Individual

Organisation

3 rounds/
year

www.mazdafoundation.org.nz


Million Metres Streams 
Project

No minimum or 
maximum

Waterway restoration projects NZ Landowners

Community 
group

Anytime www.millionmetres.org.nz/farmers-land-
owners

Ministry for the 
Environment Community 
Environment Fund

$10,000-
$300,000

Supports projects that strengthen environmental partnerships, raise 
environmental awareness and encourage participation in 
environmental initiatives in the community

NZ Legal entities www.environment.govt.nz/what-you-can-
do/funding/comunity-environment-fund/


Pacific Development and 
Conservation Trust

No minimum or 
maximum

The enhancement, protection and conservation of the physical 
environment

NZ and 
Pacific

Individuals

Organisations

2 grant 
rounds/year

www.communitymatters.govt.nz/pacific-
development-and-conservation-trust/


Queen Elizabeth II 
National Trust – The 
Stephenson Fund

$2000-$20,000 Areas with significant native biodiversity values NZ Landowners 
with QEII 
National 
Trusts

Yearly www.qeiinationaltrust.org.nz/managing-
your-covenant/the-stephenson-fund/
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PLANTING NATIVES 101 – NON-FINANCIAL SUPPORT


Rakaia Catchment 
Environmental 
Enhancement Fund

No minimum or 
maximum

Projects that enhance cultural, ecological and biological health of 
the Rakaia River catchment area

Rakaia River 
catchment 
area

Individuals

Groups

Landowners

Schools

Twice yearly www.trustpower.co.nz/our-assets-and-
capability/power-generation/coleridge/
rakaia-catchment-environmental-fund/


Transpower Community 
Care Fund

$5000-$15,000 • Projects that have wider-reaching benefits to the community

• Projects with a high level of community involvement and 

participation

• Projects with funds already raised from other sources


Communities 
within 2km 
of 
Transpower 
Assets

Organisations 
and 
community 
groups

2 grant 
rounds/year

www.transpower.co.nz/apply-
communitycare-fund


Trees that Count Trees – 
minimum of 
150 trees 
maximum of 
50% of trees 
planted

Permanent native forest projects.

Plantings that provide significant biodiversity outcomes.

NZ Individuals

Groups

Yearly www.treesthatcount.co.nz


WWF Community 
Conservation Fund

Maximum 
$15,000

Hands-on projects that conserve and restore Aotearoa’s natural 
environments and the species they are home to.

NZ Community 
Conservation 
Groups

Yearly www.wwf.org.nz/what_we_do/
community_funding/
community_conservation_fund/


Online Resources


• Native Plant Communities of the Canterbury Plains – Department of Conservation

• Planting Techniques for Natives – Tane’s Tree Trust

• Protecting and Restoring our Natural Heritage, A Practical Guide - Department of Conservation

• Getting Riparian Planting Right in Canterbury, Your step-by-step guide for successful riparian 

planting – Dairy NZ

• Canterbury Native Plants by Area - Department of Conservation 

• Combiguard Selection – Trees that Count

• Waterway Restoration – Christchurch City Council

• Christchurch City and Lowland Canterbury Streamside Planting  Guide – Christchurch City 

Council

• Stream Protection – Department of Conservation

• Using Native Plants in Canterbury – Environment Canterbury


Project Support

• Advice – Environment Canterbury Land Management Advisors, Ashburton 

• Seed collection – Forest and Bird Local Branch

• Volunteers – community groups and sports clubs

• Project support – Kanuka Mid-Canterbury Regeneration Trust 

• Plant selection and design advice – plant nurseries


http://www.trustpower.co.nz/our-assets-and-capability/power-generation/coleridge/rakaia-catchment-environmental-fund/
http://www.transpower.co.nz/apply-communitycare-fund
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http://www.wwf.org.nz/what_we_do/community_funding/community_conservation_fund/


Planting and Biodiversity Management Contractors 

• Brailsfords Limited, 414 Old Tai Tapu Road, R D 2, Christchurch, 03-329-6296 

• Doug Lowry Contracting, 33 Johnstone St, Tinwald, Ashburton, 027-443-4874, a/h 03-308-4830, djlowry@xtra.co.nz 

• Greenscene Propagation, Ann-Marie Wilson, 448 Longbeach Road, Willowby, R D 3, Ashburton, 03-302-6060, 021-0270-7393, wilsonaam@slingshot.co.nz 

• Habitat Restoration Services, Simon Johnson, (03) 382-1138, 027 733 7094, simonj-hrs@clear.net.nz 

• Hurunui Native Plant Nursery, Jamie McFadden, 24 Mina Rd, Cheviot, 03-319-8152, 027-321-8747

• Lucas Associates, Geraldine Ltd, Ines Stager, Landscape Architect, 03-693-9283, sonnhalde@xtra.co.nz 

• Natural Habitats, Ashley Shadbolt, 1002 Robinsons Rd, Rolleston, 0508 422 482, info@nathab.co.nz

• Nova Sylva, Pigeon Bay, Akaroa 03 304-6816, foresty@novasylva.co.nz

• Restore, Richard Wisker, 9 Barrhill Methven Road, Rakaia, 027-459-4948

• Rural Natives, Mike McKenzie, Methven, 0272042022 ruralnatives@gmail.com

• Riverside Horticulture, 75 Boys Road, Rangiora, 03-313-8734, sales@riversidehort.co.nz, www.plantstogo.co.nz

• Steve Sullivan, 226 Te Moana Road, Pleasant Valley, R D 21, Geraldine, 03-693-8043 

• Thomsons Plantings, 75 Davidsons Road, Southburn, R D 2, Timaru, 027-275-8911, hugh.harriet@e3.net.nz

• Wai-Ora Forest Landscapes Ltd., Che Pauro  (03) 359-2458, 027-459-2011, che@wai-ora.nz 

• Wildlands Consultants, 03 3323868, www.wildlands.co.nz
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