
 

 

Biodiversity Advisory Group 

AGENDA  
 

 

Notice of Meeting: 
A meeting of the Biodiversity Advisory Group will be held on: 

 

Date:  Tuesday 3 August 2021 

Time:  1.00pm 

Venue:  Council Chamber, 137 Havelock Street,

  Ashburton 
 

Membership 
Ashburton District Council: Cr Lynette Lovett (Chair) 

   Mayor Neil Brown (ex officio) 

   Cr Diane Rawlinson 

Bert Hofmans (Open Spaces Planner) 

 DOC:   Ian Fraser and Brad Edwards 

Environment Canterbury: Donna Field (also Whitcombe Landcare Group rep) 

Janine Holland 

Federated Farmers:  Mike Salvesen 

Fish & Game:  Jayde Couper and Mark Webb 

Fonterra:   Marcelo Wibmer 

Foothills Landcare Group: Gen de Spa 

Forest & Bird, ACCT: Val Clemens and Edith Smith 

Forest & Bird Society: Mary Ralston (also Awa Rata reserve rep) 

Kānuka Trust:  No person specified 

Mt Somers Walkway Society 

& Lake Heron Conservation 

Society:   Barry Austin 

Synlait:   Michael Edmondson 

QEII Trust:  Alice Shanks 

Water Zone Committee: Bill Thomas 

 

 



 

 

Biodiversity Advisory Group 

 

Timetable   

Time Item 

1.00pm Meeting commences 

  

 
 

 

 ORDER OF BUSINESS  

1 Apologies  

2 Extraordinary Business  

3 Declarations of Interest   

   

4 Previous Minutes & Actions  

 - Confirmation of minutes 8/06/21 1 

   

5 Agency Updates  

5.1 Forest and Bird 3 

5.2 Ashburton District Council 3 

   

 
 

  



 

 

Biodiversity Advisory Group 

8 June 2021 
 

Biodiversity Advisory Group (Unconfirmed) 

 
Minutes of the Biodiversity Advisory Group held on Tuesday 8 June, commencing at 1.00pm in the Mayors 
Reception, 5 Baring Square West, Ashburton. 

 
Present: Councillors Lynette Lovett (Chair) and Diane Rawlinson, Bert Hofmans (ADC); Steve 

Fabish (ADC); Barry Austin (Mt Somers Walkway Soc. & Lake Heron Conservation Soc.); Marcelo 
Wibmer (Fonterra), Mary Ralston (Forest & Bird and Awa Awa Rata Reserve) and Edith Smith 
(Forest & Bird). 

 
In attendance: Aisling O’Reilly (Governance Support - minutes); Donna Lil (Environment 
Canterbury), Ian Soper (Open Spaces Manager) 
 

1 Apologies 
 Donna Field, Alice Shanks, Val Clemens, Angela Cushnie, Ian Fraser, Jayde Couper and 

Janine Holland 

 Ralston/Austin   Carried  
  

2 Extraordinary Business 
 Nil 

  
3 Declarations of Interest 

 Nil 
  

4 Confirmation of Minutes – 2/02/21 
  

 That the minutes of the Biodiversity Advisory Group meeting held on 2 February 2021 

be taken as read and confirmed. 

  Rawlinson/Austin Carried 
  
5 Reports and Presentations 
5.1 Canterbury Biodiversity Champions 

 The group discussed the answers that were prepared by staff and agreed these could 

go back to the Canterbury Biodiversity Champions Group. 
  
  

6 Agency Updates 

 Edith Smith (Forest & Bird) presented on: 

 A work plan to demonstrate the work involved in biodiversity planting. 

 Some images to highlight the opportunities for the Ashburton Domain and for 
some of the road side reserves. 

Ian Soper acknowledged the opportunity for native plants to be planted in the Domain 

and there are plans for natives to be planted in the Domain. Can look into the possibility 
of dryland areas to be created. Officers to bring a report back to next Biodiversity 

Advisory group meeting on this. 



 

 

  

 Bert Hofmans (ADC) 

 DOC have advised that they are likely to decline ADCs application for a wildlife 
permit at Ashton Beach. Will have to bring a report back to Council to advise of 
the way forward and the options for this. 

 Planting Natives 101 – date of 2 July likely to change due to the recent weather 
event. Group discussed a potential alternative date for a time in late 
September/early October. 

  

 Other agencies gave verbal updates 

 Donna Lill (Ecan) 

 Some changes to come in biodiversity funding through the LTP. 
  

 Marcelo Wibmer (Fonterra) 

 46 Fonterra farms affected by the recent floods. Some are not so bad but others 
have experienced a lot of damage. 

  
 Mary Ralston (Awa Awa Rata Reserve) 

 Hoping to apply for funding for restoration works and trapping 

  
 There was discussion on what work is being done regionally or locally in order to become 

predator free by 2050. 
Group agreed to get a speaker in to talk about trapping. 

  

  
 Action Person Responsible 

Open Spaces provide report to 

Biodiversity Advisory Group on 
opportunity for native plants to be 
planted in Ashburton Domain. 

Ian Soper 

Invite speaker to future meeting to speak 
about trapping. 

? 

 

  

 Next Meeting 

 Tuesday 3 August 2021 at 1pm.  
 

The meeting concluded at 2:46pm 
 



 

 

 

5. Agency Updates 

5.1 Forest and Bird 
 Significant Natural Areas 

 
  

5.2 Ashburton District Council 

 • Biodiversity Officer - the recent adoption of the Council’s Long Term Plan has 

confirmed additional funding for biodiversity.  
• Planting Natives 101 event – new date of September 2021 has been confirmed 

for this event. Speakers have been confirmed, stallholder invites emailed, and 

there has been an initial media release. 
• Alford Forest Vegetation Monitoring – another round of monitoring has been 

undertaken by ecologist Mike Harding for ADC. 
• Ashton Beach – DOC have indicated they will decline an application for wildlife 

permit unless Council offers to covenant another area to offset the losses. The 

beach has been included in as a dog prohibited area in the Councils’ draft Dog 



 

 

Control Bylaw. There has been some minor vandalism to a fence which has 
been repaired. 

• Wakanui Beach – attended meeting regarding water in the lagoon. Another 

round of weed spraying has been undertaken. 
  



 

 

Biodiversity Advisory Group 

Terms of Reference  

Purpose and Scope 

The purpose of the advisory group is to:  

 Coordinate the implementation of the Ashburton District Biodiversity Action Plan. 

 Maintain partnerships between local and regional organisations with an interest in the 

management of indigenous biodiversity. 

 Provide a forum for discussion and community-wide promotion of biodiversity. 

Membership 
Representatives on the working group were invited based on their organisation’s participation in 

developing the Canterbury Regional Biodiversity Strategy, and/or their ability to contribute to the 
implementation of the Ashburton District Biodiversity Action Plan. 

Membership of the Advisory Group is: 
Mayor, Neil Brown (ex officio) ADC 

Cr Lynette Lovett (Chair) ADC 
Cr Diane Rawlinson ADC 

Bill Thomas Ashburton Water Zone Committee 
Gen de Spa Foothills Landcare Group 

Alice Shanks  QE II 
Mary Ralston/Edith Smith/Val Clemens Forest and Bird 

Edith Smith/Val Clemens Ashburton Community Conservation Trust (ACCT) 
Mike Salvesen Federated Farmers 
Mark Webb/Jayde Couper Fish and Game 

Donna Field Whitcombe Landcare Group  
Donna Field/Janine Holland ECan 

Ian Fraser/Brad Edwards DOC 

Michael Edmundson Synlait 

Marcelo Wibmer Fonterra 
[No person specified] Kānuka Trust 
Barry Austin  Mt Somers Walkway Society & Lake Heron 

Conservation Society  
Mary Ralston Awa Awa Rata Reserve 

Vacant Open Spaces Manager, ADC 
Bert Hofmans Open Spaces Planner, ADC 

  
Speaking rights will be granted to one member of each of the advisory group member organisations 

at each meeting. 

Membership of the group may be amended to include representatives from other organisations. 

This will be at the discretion of the Ashburton District Council.  

To form a quorum, the attendance of representatives from at least 6 of the advisory group member 
organisations, in addition to at least two ADC local representatives, is required. 

Representatives from other organisations may be invited to attend advisory group meetings as the 
need arises.   

 



 

 

 

Meeting Frequency  

Meet five times a year. 
 

Delegations  
The representatives on the working group are expected to: 

 Meet to coordinate the implementation of the Ashburton District Biodiversity Action Plan. 

 Form project groups where appropriate to work towards specific actions in the Biodiversity Action 

Plan.  

 Share information, both on organisational initiatives and collaborative initiatives, to support better 
decisions and knowledge of biodiversity. 

 Communicate and consult with one another in a flexible and open way. 

 Maintain confidentiality where appropriate. 

 Represent their organisations’ policies.  

 Respect other organisations’ governance and policy approaches and priorities in the district / region, 
and seek a consensus approach to work with these.  

 

Reporting 
The Ashburton District Biodiversity Advisory Group will report to Council. 
 

Costs & Expenses 
It is acknowledged that being a member of the advisory group will involve a commitment of members’ 
time and energy, and will involve travel to Ashburton District Council to attend meetings.  These costs will 

be met by the organisation(s) or group(s) that members represent.  Costs of meetings and associated 

catering will be met by Ashburton District Council. 

Meetings will generally be held in the Council meeting rooms, and may be held in other venues 
throughout the district as appropriate. 

 

Adopted 
9 April 2020 (Amended 8/12/20) 
 

 


