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A COMMENT:

As I settle myself at the computer to write something the outside
air is damp, the sunshine appears to be avoiding us, the lawns are
getting long, and the grass is too wet to mow.

The past week or perhaps more ten days has been a time of events
for me, events I would prefer had not happened.

As many know I ride my E-bike to run my dog, this arrangement
has suited both me and the dog. The dog Leo had his 7* birthday
in November, early on I rode an ordinary geared bike but then
five and a half years back I up- graded to an E-bike. This was
a very good step forward, I have enjoyed riding this bike, over
those five plus years and I have clocked up slightly over 6000
KM, but then about the first week of January the electrics of the
bike died! I was back to a peddle bike but considerably harder to
peddle than a non-electric bike. I consulted my bike shop only to
learn that my particular bike, a Chinese manufactured machine
was non-serviceable my only option was to buy a new bike!

I visited the bike shop where they had two options for me to
check out, the cheaper option was $4000 the second option was
$7,500 perhaps a dollar under, the seller claimed they were both
serviceable and had Bosh electrics and were not Chinese. I de-
cided to consider the matter; my son convinced me I should go
for the dearer one. I returned next day and purchased the $7,500
bike, a quite different bike to my old one of the past five years.
But no doubt a very good bike, it has a suspension seat! This al-
lows me to take my weight on the peddles press a lever with my
left hand and the seat will rise to the height I desire, which is very
good, the rider then must lower the seat when stopping to allow
one to dismount the machine and get off in one piece. That is all
good in theory. So, on a rainy afternoon I head off, Leo stands on
the veranda looking at the rain and me thinking I must have gone
rockers, its raining he thought but then comes along to keep me
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company. At the first street I hear cars approaching so stop, being
a novice rider on a new bike I forget to lower the seat, my boots
don't reach the ground and I crash! I have a spectacular landing in
the Council’s rose bed (carpet rose’s) I land on my right shoulder
rather heavily. I now have a very painful shoulder; the pain is now
controlled with the help of “Paracetamol” I'd be lost without such
a drug. At the request of other’s, I have sought medical help and
have now been X rayed, the result no bony issues come back in a
weeks’ time! (I guess that is If I'm still alive).

So that is my long sad story for the start of the year. I only hope
you the readers are having a better start to the year than have I
so far! We are getting out of season weather. I emptied 18mm of
rain from my gauge yesterday and then again today, I just wonder
what there will be tomorrow.

I panicked a little on Monday as I was sent to A & E at Ash
Hospital, I was told I would have to wait! That was certainly the
case. I was under pressure I had visitors arriving later in the day,
I needed to do a little more preparation, I abandoned my wait
at the hospital and hurried home, on checking my e-mails my
guests had at the last moment cancelled due to one person being
ill! Phew I could relax, the X-ray happened on Thursday with no
further waiting, the good news, I have no bone troubles but, I
continue to have a right arm that does not work well, a tragedy,
I am unable to hang my washing on the line and I have pain to
contend with.

We are fortunate compared to parts of the North Island, we have
no flooding, no landslides, and so far, no tragic loss of life, the
ground conditions may well be soggy and wet, next month is
sure to be better, the weather patten will change before long. For
now, there is no drought, I think it best to be philosophical and
sing the Fred Dag song “Where would we be without our gum-
boots”.

Have a great year cheers Denis.

PALMER

RESOURCES
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GORSE
SPRAYING

ROSS BROWN CONTRACTING LTD
Registered Chemical Applicator
with 30 years experience
0274819190
WWW.gorsespraying.co.nz
email:gorseman@hotmail.com

Book of the Month — Mt Somers Library
Title: ‘Ash’

Author: Louise Wallace

Publication year: 2024

A review by Elles Smallegoor

A while ago Dunedin-based poet and editor Louise Wallace
published her first novel, “Ash”, a succinct but rich work
which dives into the life of rural vet and mother-of-two Thea
as it comes under pressure from different angles. At work there
is the casual and not-so-casual sexism (“when does the real vet
get here?” (p. 24)). Gender politics play in the background
too as her male colleagues/sharcholders are trying to prevent a
female colleague from joining as she will likely go on maternity
leave. At home, the marriage is sort of okay, but with two kids
under five and both Thea and her well-meaning but frequently
oblivious husband Nick working, romance is pretty much on
the backburner. Her mother-in-law is supportive but also
triggers feelings of incompetence and guilt. And then comes
the ash: a volcano in the region erupts, upending not only the
lives of her clients and their animals but also that of Thea and
her family as her son’s health is negatively affected. Wallace’s
novel examines female rage and vexation with a powerful
precision.

The main body of the work is taken up by straightforward
first-person narration in which the reader follows the day-to-
day life of Thea as she navigates her days at home and, later in
the book, at work:

N —
PGG Wrightson \

JEFF
DONALDSON

Your local rural and lifestyle sales consultant

Looking to buy, sell, or invest in real estate in 20257

Forward planning is key to maximizing your properties
value. Partner with an agent who puts your best interests
front and centre.

Jeff Donaldson - specializing in lifestyle and rural
properties.

Contact Jeff today for hands on guidance with every step
of your real estate journey.

JEFF DONALDSON
CALLTODAY M 027 265 1290
E jeff.donaldson@pggwrightson.co.nz

pggwre.co.nz

PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under the REAA 2008
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I walk in loops because the only other option is open road.
Grunting, sweating, I push the bulky pram up the gravel hill.
I am on maternity leave, which I seem to have taken to with
the spirit of an angsty chihuahua.

‘Just join the programme — you get free membership!” Nick
keeps encouraging. He is a marketing advisor for an online
exercise programme aimed at rural women. The point is that I
want to actually leave our house. (p. 10)

This passage, part of the opening page, sets the mood for the
following chapters. The physical up-hill battle is symbolic of
things to come. Thea’s response to her husband’s well-meaning
remarks points to simmering frustrations. The passage also
reveals a lot about her character. Thea is presented as a self-
reflective, determined woman of action who knows what
she wants but also realises others fail to notice her needs or
struggles. In a few sentences, then, Wallace deftly foreshadows
the novel’s main concerns and developments.

The narrative is interspersed with pages that render the novel
distinctive and more powerful. Wallace the poet is at play
here. There are numbered and titled “Figures” which convey
thoughts or experiences illustrative of Thea’s life. One page,
for instance, called “Figure 5. (Checking In)”, only contains
the phrase “areyouokay?areyouokay?areyouokay?”, and so on.
This is repeated six lines, after which the phrase only appears
occasionally and then ends with “and then they stop asking” (p.
32). Other pages called “(Morning)” are particularly powerful.
They detail every little action that happens on a particular
morning, such as “changelucydirtynappyinbagnappybaginbin”

(p. 20). They show the multitude of demands on Thea before
she has even left the house to go to work. The “(Fieldnotes)”
sections quote verbatim a farmer client who swears every other
word (“faaaark”) while complaining about “the mrs” (p. 45).
This is only a small selection. Taken together, these poetic
pages bring home to the reader in a complex way how every
litcle experience is a meaningful building block in a person’s
consciousness. It’s the little things in life, added up, that come
to define our behaviour and thinking, if not our identity.

“Ash” is a compelling vignette of modern womanhood in rural
New Zealand and an impressive debut.

MAYFIELD A&P ASSOCIATION 100th YEAR SHOW

Saturday14th March 2026 at the Mayfield Domain

Adults $20.00 Children FREE under 16 years of age,
Tickets can be purchased at the gate on the day or via Show Day Online.

ENTRIES can be made online at hhtps:/showday.online,
ENTRIES close Saturday 7th March, 2026

WEBPAGE https:/mayfieldshow.com

FACEBOOK Mayfield A&P Association

ENQUIRIES to Entry Secretary:

mayfieldshowentries @gmail.com

This is going to be a SHOW not to missed!
Mayfield A&P celebrates its 100 years of Agriculture

BRING your family and be part of the fun

Pig Racing, Tractor Pull,
Pet Tent, Horse Events,
Shearing, Trade Stalls,
Food Stalls, Helicopter Flights
and more....

Follow us on Facebook to
keep updated with happenings
https:/mayfieldshow.com
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The Old Post Office Library

Our first library news for 2026!!

And a big thank you to the editor Jeremy, for continuing on
with this essential community newsletter for the time being. I
know many people who look forward to this community link
and we all owe Jeremy much gratitude for his stellar efforts.

We are applying this month for our annual book grant from
the Ashburton District Council so we can keep up the excellent
standard of new books coming to our shelves. There are plenty
of exciting books coming through this next year so we need
those funds to make sure we can purchase them.e.g. A new
novel from Elizabeth Strout, ( Olive Kitteridge, My Name
is Lucy Barton, Tell Me Everything,). Her new book is “The
Things We Never Say” and looks to be in the same vein as her
others. So a book to look forward to.

And likewise for Deborah Challinor’s new book where
she continues the story of Tatty Crowe . ‘Black Velvet and
Vengeance’. Her other two books about the same character
have been very popular with our readers.

I have picked up a secondhand copy of Phillip Holden’s beautiful
book ‘Station Country... the Collection’. It brings all three
books of Holden’s highly successful series about high country
station farming together in one volume: Back-country Life in
New Zealand Drtation Country, Returning to the BZ Back
Country, and “The Last Muster’

This is a truly magnificent book and a fabulous read for everyone
interested in our high country heritage. I imagine it will be a
popular book, so please take care of it and treat it gently.... it
is secondhand already and has been well read.

Steady As You Go (SAYGO)
You could save yourself from a fall by attending SAYGO classes.
SAYGO improves:
Balance & leg strength © Flexibility ® General fitness & well-being
e Falls are the most common cause of injury in older people
* One third of people over 65 fall each year
* Half of people over 80 fall each year

* Designed for men and women

* Falls are not a natural part of ageing and are almost always
associated with weakened leg muscles and poor balance

So come and join us for an hour. Classes every Wednesday,

Staveley Hall 1.30pm. For enquiries, Rhonda Reveley 021 0423 839
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A final plea for our missing hardcover book... ‘Agates of
New Zealand’ by Malcolm Luxton. Sadly Malcolm died at
Christmas time after a long battle with cancer. John and I had
spoken with him numerous times and have been privileged to
view his agate collection, a large number of which have been
collected from the Mt Somer’s area. The chances of finding
a copy of his very excellent agate book are slim indeed and
it is not likely there will now be a reprinting. We so want our
copy returned to the library.

“The Shepherd’s Hut’ by Tim Winton.

The title of this book intrigued me and from the moment I
started reading it, I was addicted! A real page turner, a bit rough
in places, but a terrific read I shan't forget.

‘The German Daughter’ by Marius Gabriel. This is a
secondhand book also but I'm not sure it has ever been read.
Printed in 2024 so is relatively recent. Another page turner, set
in two timelines: 1940 Norway and 1968 England. It is the
story of a young woman whose parents were both Nazis and she
was adopted out by an Englishman who wanted to give her a
good life. She discovers she has a sister. The book follows both
her parents story and the sisters tale. Very readable.

“The Bridgestone’ by Sally Gardner. Historical fiction set in
1796 in England. Young Lord Hallington, recently released
from prison in France, has just found out his father has died
and he is set to inherit the family estate in England with one
condition.... He has to be married and produce an heir, all
in a very tight timeframe. He buys a wife at a wife market, a
common occurrence in those times. This absorbing tale follows
the couple’s life together but with many secrets along the way.
Highly recommended.

‘One of Us’ by Elizabeth Day.
Betrayal, old bonds, buried scandals: one British establishment
family comes face to face with the consequences of privilege
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and power. There have been very good reviews of this book.......
‘Intelligent, darkly humorous and brilliantly written’....
Stanley Tucci.

“The Lost Wife’ by Susannah Moore.

1855. Sarah Brinton heads west leaving behind an abusive
husband in Rhode Island. At a small frontier post on land
claimed by both white settlers and Native Americans, she finds
a new husband as well as acceptance and kinship among the
Sioux women at a nearby reservation.

But trouble is brewing, the Sioux resent the rampant theft
of their lands and conflict breaks out. Sarah finds herself lost

between two worlds.
This book is based on fact.

‘Flashlight’ by Susan Choi. Another book which was
shortlisted for the Booker Prize. The blurb on the back cover
says it is a masterpiece that moves between the post-war Korean
immigrant community in Japan, suburban America, and North
Korea, and tells the astonishing story of one family caught up
in the tides of twentieth century history. This book has had
rave reviews.

W are trialling having the library open on Saturday afternoons
so anyone willing to volunteer for this library shift please
contact Kath Schikker. 021 0584 112

Happy reading.... A very pleasant way to spend these rainy
days while we wait for the sun to reappear and we can
remember summer days.

Anne 027 4363 736
Pam 021 1264 310
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This FREE classroom based course
will help you re-familiarise yourself
with traffic rules and safe driving

practices. It will also increase your
knowledge about other transport
options and help you remain
independent for longer.

DATE: Friday 20 February 2026

TIME:  10.00am -2.00pm

VENUE: Ashburton Senior Centre,
206 Cameron Street

PHONE: 03308 6817

EMAIL: ageconcernashburton@xtra.co.nz
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Network of trained veterinarians
being established for potential
biosecurity outbreaks

Minister for Biosecurity Andrew Hoggard has today
announced a partnership between the Ministry for
Primary Industries (MPI) and The Veterinary Council
of New Zealand (Vet Council) to establish VetNet-
Biosecurity, a network of trained veterinarians that can
quickly respond in major biosecurity events.

MPI’s Biosecurity New Zealand Tiakitanga Pataiao
Aotearoa works to prevent exotic pests and diseases
from significantly damaging the country’s economy,
environment, and way of life. New Zealand’s veterinarians
are a vital part of this system, providing early detection,
veterinary care, and analysis.

VetNet-Biosecurity has been formed with the Vet Council
to ensure a network of trained veterinary professionals
can be called upon to provide an immediate and strong
response if New Zealand was to face a biosecurity
emergency such as foot and mouth disease (FMD).

A significant biosecurity outbreak would impact New
Zealand’s people, economy, and primary industries.

e Tracks & Lanes

Dairy Lane Capping
Tree Removal
Logging/Forestry Work
Farm Conversions
Water Storage

Veterinarians play an important role in maintaining
and protecting our animals and primary industries by
reporting suspected cases through MPDI’s exotic pest
and disease hotline and by providing trusted advice and
clinical management.

MPI will provide free training through the Vet Council
for all New Zealand-registered veterinarians. Training will
involve veterinarians applying their skills to a wide variety
of biosecurity scenarios, such as foot and mouth disease.

Vet Council CEO and Registrar Iain McLachlan said the
Vet Council would be encouraging all veterinarians to
take advantage of the training. Given the nature of the
potential biosecurity issues, it is expected there will be a
higher uptake from large animal veterinarians.

“Veterinarians are the professionals working at the
frontlines on our farms and in clinical practice, so their
skills will be essential in any biosecurity response,” he
says. “Not only are they working with animals, so they
can detect and report warning signs early, they are trained
to provide treatment and have built trusted relationships
in their communities and the wider veterinary sector.”

For more information about VetNet-Biosecurity visit:
https://vetcouncil.org.nz/Web/VetNet-Biosecurity.aspx

¢ Dairy Shed Foundations

¢ Underpasses

¢ Irrigation Mainline Installation

¢ Project Management

e Commercial/Domestic Building Foundations
¢ Driveways

Free Quotes and Great Advice. Call Today!

0275099 710

info@jackocontracting.co.nz

Find us on Facebook o
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Rifleman Contracting Ltd

Farms Wanted! !

Providing a Free Service
from Mayfield to Methven

Operations carried out by an
experience operator and farmer
Referances available
| shoot and collect all game species

Hares
Rabbits
Possum
Deer
Pigs

Text or Call Laurie Aitken
027 314 3491
riflemannz@gmail.com

Are vou a DIY landlord?

Then this is for you......

At Ray White we are reshaping property management
standards, we are changing the perception of who we are and what we do
with the introduction of ‘Ray White Choice’

Property Management is not a ‘one size fits all’ service BUT with
‘Ray White Choice’ we are empowering self-managing landlords through
professional support, convenience and flexibility to pick and choose
the products and services they need, to provide better outcomes.
ANEW STANDARD IN PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
So, if you are looking to retain control of your property and tenancy,
have the confidence and tools at your fingertips then we know our
suite of self managing products will be just what you are looking for.

Ray White Contact our Property Management leam
Property Management for more information.
Carey Von Lubke Janene McDowell
03 307 8317 | 96 Tancred Street, Ashburton 7700 027 697 6948 027 287 3388 ‘
Real Estate Mid Canterbury Property Management Limited Licensed (REA 2008) rentals.ashburton@raywhite.com rentals2.ashburton@raywhite.com
ISSUE ONE HUNDRED & FIVE THE NOR'WESTER FEBRUARY 2026

7



I'm looking forward to a busy year,
Th(lnk yOU .tO if you have big plans for 2026, get in
all of my cllents, touch to see if I can help with your
paSt Clnd present real estate needs.

for making 2025 a Greg Jopson

Rural/Lifestyle Sales Consultant
bum per year. 027 447 4382 | gregj@pb.co.nz
SOLD SOLD SOLD
212 Prices Road, Mount Somers 1071 Ashburton Staveley Road, Greenstreet 101 Boyds Road, Staveley

pb.co.nz

PropertyBrokers
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Making a hundred friends is
not a miracle. The miracle is to
make a single friend who will
stand by your side even when
hundreds are against you.

Don’t say you don’t have
enough time. You have exactly
the same number of hours per

day that were given to Helen

Keller, Pasteur, Michelangelo,

Mother Teresea, Leonardo da
Vinci, Thomas Jefferson, Albert

Einstein, etc...

No matter how good or bad
you have it, wake up each
day thankful for your life.

Someone somewhere else is
desperately fighting for theirs.

Always Do Your Best: Your
best is going to change from
moment to moment; it will be
different when you are healthy
as opposed to sick. Under
any circumstance, simply do
your best and you will avoid
self-judgment, self-abuse, and
regret.

STRONG

STARTS BEGIN

AVAILABLE AT:

PGG Wrightson

Give your calves the strongest start this season. Talk to Cheryl today about
ProfeLAC® premium milk replacers - formulated to support superior health,

stronger immunity, and smarter growth rates.

Cheryl Farrar: 027 776 8426
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CULTIVATION

Cultivation

Reversable ploughing
Sumo trio

Heva discs & rollers

8.5m Sunflower cultivator
6m leveller

6m Allen Drill, direct &

conventional, seed & fert

B 6m Vaderstad Tempo fodder
beet & Maize drill, fert

B 6m Horsch Pronto DC drill

- seed & insecticide boxes for

cultivated ground.

email office@loveag.nz

FORAGE
HARVESTING

Complete forage harvesting
service. Mow, rake, chop,
cart, stack & weighbridge

MAIZE

Talk to us about
buying/selling maize

WINDROWING

MacDon tractor units
Variety of Mower,
Auger & Draper fronts

Dan Collins
Baling & Silage
Ph 021 069 9926

BALING

B 4x3, 3x3 square bales
B Round bales
H Mow, mow-condition

B Tedder, rake, bale, tube
& individually wrap & cart

STRAW &
BALEAGE SUPPLY

Contact us for Customised
Deals for straw delivered at
harvest time so you can get
the best quality straw at
very competitive prices

Robert Love

Cultivation, Windrowing
& Feed Trading

Ph 027 304 8837
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Update from
The Mount Somers Foothill Museum

First, we wish to thank the sponsors for their support for our
Christmas BBQ by their kind donations of prizes etc.

The Mount-Café and Bar, Razorback Nursery, Smith Farms,
Mayfield Service Centre 2024, the Gordons. Also thank you to
the committee members for their generous donations to thelst
prize of the Monster Grocery Raffle.

Ist  Prize Grocery Hamper - #47 Wendy Burgess

2nd Prize Dinah Osborne - #99 Voucher

3rd Prize Tony — bus driver - #22 Plant

We are making steady progress with our renovations; we have
new carpet and have purchased two display cabinets.

All of this takes time and money which is, as usual, in short

supply. If you have any ideas on how we can raise some money,
all ideas would be considered.

Thanks again —
The Mount Somers Foothill Museum Committee.

JPs in the Foothills Area

Mayfield
Pauline Hewson.03 3036 397.
Grant Early.0215 141 56
Alistair Morrison. 0276 024 927
Mt Somers
Robert Schikker.0211 866 107.
Anne Marie Allan.0272 843 013.
Anne Parnham. 0277 676 056.
Wendy Millichamp027 459 1277.
Springburn
Robert Withers.0273 030 138.
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Walk Fern/Allans Track 14 January

Very pleased to see many members turned up for the first walk in 2026.

Photos supplied by Sanae Hydes
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Working with a dedicated team, learning new skills and giving something
valuable back to your community, can be incredibly rewarding.

Being a Hato Hone St John Volunteer at events or on an ambulance could be just
what you're looking for.

Join us, it could change your life.

To find out more - scan the QR code, email recruitment@stjohn.org.nz
or call 0800 ST JOHN (0800 785 646)

EdAST COAST

POWERSPORTS ASHEURTON

@ 445 WEST ST, ASHBURTON ¢® 03 307 4846
rebecca@ecpashburton.co.nz [N

Full service Workshop Locally
On-Farm Servicin, Owned_

Fertililiser
Spreading
Specialists
° LiqUid
e Granule
e Lime
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www.fertsolutions.co.nz
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Welcome to another year of fun, theory and driver training.
We have hit road over January with a few new mentors and
some successful driving tests.

We are also gearing up for another road code course, which
we intend starting in March. The course is nearly full already.
There are | the imited spaces available for people living in
the country who do not have a New Zealand license already.
The nine-week course ends with the learner license test. We
can also help convert your overseas license as long as you
haven’t already started the process.

Summer seems to have gone awol this year, but it has given
us the opportunity to train our learner drivers under different
driving conditions, which is always a good thing to do. We
like to train under all conditions and teach all manoeuvres,
even if they aren’t being tested on it. It’s all about safety and
giving our students confidence to go it alone once they’ve
passed the test. And feedback from the testing officers is
that our people are always well prepared for the test. It’s the
least we can do. And it’s our amazing driving mentors along
with our professional instructors David Leadley and Allan
Baird who do such a great job preparing them. We can’t do

Donald Shearer and Piumi Bhagya

it without a strong team behind us, so
thank you to everyone involved in our
programme.

Did you see the Good Sorts segment
on One News in December? They
showcased our programme and Donald
Shearer and two of his students. If
you didn’t see it on the night, we have
shared it on our Facebook page on
the 10" December. Take a look and
hear first hand from a mentor and his
students what an impact it has on all
of their lives.

If you would like to be part of this
amazing programme, as a student,
driving mentor or to volunteer in other
ways, we would love to hear from you.

ISSUE ONE HUNDRED & FIVE

Please contact Wendy Hewitt on 027 611 3301 or wendy.
hewitt@safer.org.nz

We are also on Facebook, just search for the Mid Canterbury
Rural Driver Licensing Scheme.

The Mid Canterbury Rural Driver Licensing Scheme is
proudly sponsored by Waka Kotahi, Lottery Grants Board,
Advance Ashburton Community Foundation, Ashburton
District Council, The Lion Foundation, COGs and Community
Trust Mid & South Canterbury.

Wendy Hewitt

Rural Licensing Co-Ordinator
Safer Mid Canterbury

255 Moore Street, Ashburton 7700
Ph: 027 611 3301
wendy.hewitt@safer.org.nz

Office hours - Monday to Friday 8.30 am to 4.30 pm

Riverbridge
Conservation Area
Doing something
about it.
Russell Langdon

THE NOR'WESTER

027 6160 631

AehhnirtonitecranaHira\l iid

ASshburtonGraneHire'Litd

NNV
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LIVE MUSIC
FVENTS 2026

AT PANTHERS ROCK, MAYFIELD

HAZEL BROWN
4PM

HENRV MCILRAITH 422
4PM \FEB

MAYFIELD SHOW NIGHT

14 OAM & OLLIE
MARCH ' 5PM

THE RIKKI 4L 14

BAKER PROJECT \MARCH
8PM

For more info visit
www.panthersrock.com
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Walk Balmacaan 21 January PEA STRAW &

Due to bad weather, couldn’t climb to the Saddle but only to the

stream and returned. MUSHROOM COMPOST

Pea Straw

Conventional squares - $7.50 per bale
Available in 21 bale bundles only

Medium squares - $50.00 per bale

Pick up or delivery available - please enquire

Mushroom Compost

$75.00 per m? (1 bucket)
Bag your own $7.50 per 25kg bag
Truck load $750 (13T/ 24m3)

All prices exclude GST

Contact James Carr to order:
Phone: 027 202 6110
Email:james.carr@stradbrookfarms.co.nz

Photos supplied by Sanae Hydes

We will be in the area soon and are taking bookings now.
Contact Rob Palmer
Telephone 027 217 5577
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To Email
Presale for
20286 season, .nz
harvest
Jan/Feb
Local and

reliable LPG
for home and
business use

26 McNally Street Ashburton
Phone 308 5397

ISSUE ONE HUNDRED & FIVE THE NOR'WESTER
16

ANAMA
Rural Women

December saw us including
husbands, celebrate the festive
season with a lunch. January has
been quiet getting ready for 2026.

On Wednesday 18th February at
6pm at the Hotel Ashburton the
Winchmore Ladies Dinner Group
are inviting anyone interested to
attend a dinner with guest speaker
Emma Higgins, Senior Analyst with
Rabobank’s Rabobank Research
team. Emma is a passionate
advocate for rural communities.

Tickets available from hteps://
events.humanitix.com/winchmore-
ladies-dinner

Non-members $55.

As children return to school we
would like to remind drivers of the
20km either way rule when passing
stationary school buses.

Wishing you all a happy year ahead
and hoping we get some summer so
harvesting can get underway .

Our group is small but if anyone
locally needs support please contact
us .

Kay 026 3339 513.

Don’t Take Anything Personally:
Nothing others do is because of
you. What others say and do is
a projection of their own reality,
their own dream. When you are

immune to the opinions and
actions of others, you won’t be

the victim of needless suffering.

FEBRUARY 2026
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Rural

New builds Renovations 03 308 3400

Farm Buildings Concrete WWW.mpr.nZ

144 Moore Street, Ashburton
Roofing Decks

Servicing the Mid Canterbury foothills for over

) n
10 years, phone Thamis for all your building needs Gom " t |:|
022 354 6524 @
B = blceioridinetEn sheor ‘OI " ‘ D ° n’
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Rifleman Contracting Ltd

Farms Wanted! !

Providing a Free Service
from Mayfield to Methven

Operations carried out by an
experience operator and farmer
Referances available
| shoot and collect all game species

Hares
Rabbits
Possum
Deer
Pigs

Text or Call Laurie Aitken
027 314 3491
riflemannz@gmail.com

MAYFIELD MT. SOMERS ANGLICAN PARISH

In the Church we often talk about being on a journey.
Life is not static, it is constantly moving and we are
constantly growing. We can grow in faith, we can grow
in knowledge, in our relationships, in our skills; this can
be as individuals and as a whole church. Our church
certainly seems to be doing this as we’ve seen people
using their talents in different ways; visitors and new
people joining us, the music has been more lively, the
preaching and the prayers have been more passionate,
and there’s been a real sense of community.

Easter is quite early this year and so even though we’ve
just finished Christmas the season of Lent begins very
shortly in the church calendar. Lent is the time before
Easter and lasts for 40 days. Traditional Lenten practices
include prayer, repentance and forgiveness, fasting, and
almsgiving (unfortunately | like food too much to be
good at the fasting one). Lent begins on what’s called
Ash Wednesday. This year we will be hosting the
traditional Ash Wednesday service in Mt. Somers and
inviting neighbouring parishes and churches to join us.

ISSUE ONE HUNDRED & FIVE

As we get closer to Easter keep an eye out for our Palm
Sunday (the Sunday before Easter) service at St. Aidan’s.
This will be a different church service for all ages, and
will probably involve an Easter egg hunt. As always,
you’re welcome to get in touch any time.

Rev. Sage Burke

PARISH CONTACTS
Phone: 302 8254
Email: midcanterburyanglican@gmail.com
Web: www.midcanterbury.org
Social: facebook.com/MidCanterburyAnglican

CHURCH SERVICES
St Aidan’s, Mt Somers
Feb 3rd 4pm Pint with a Priest at Mt. Somers Tavern
Feb 14t 9.30am Church Tramp to Woolshed Creek
and back (meet at the carpark)
Feb 28th 7pm Traditional Ash Wednesday Service at
St. Aidan’s
Feb 215 10am Ladies’ Brunch

THE NOR'WESTER

March 29t 10am All Age Easter Service

FEBRUARY 2026



Mid Canterbury Connector

“The Mid Canterbury Connector community transport
service is up and running again for 2026. If you live
rurally, don’t drive or have a vehicle, and need to get
into Ashburton Township for medical, dental, WINZ
appointments, to see family or friends, shopping etc, the
Connector can pick you up from home, wait for you,
then drop you home again. Our volunteer drivers are
friendly and respectful, and our fares are very reasonable.
The service operates Monday to Friday between 9am and
4.30pm. Please give us 2 days’ notice if you can, so we can
organise a volunteer driver. Call 03 928 8164 to book”.
Lesley Symington

Safer Mid Canterbury

Introducing Hospice Mid Canterbury

Hospice Mid Canterbury (HMC) is known as a “no beds, no meds”
comunity hospice. That means it isn’t about clinical palliative treatment but
about providing complementary care and support when people are dealing
with a terminal diagnosis.

Here’s a summary of what HMC does:
At Kowhai House:

[0 Complementary therapies such as massage, reflexology and reiki
[J Weekly Exercise Therapy classes
[0  Chair Yoga
[0 A monthly activity programme
[0 Breakaway Café for caregivers
[0 Good Grief Café for bereavement support
0 HMC library
At Home
[J Sitting and companionship
[0 Biographies
[0 DPet Walking
[0 Shopping and transport assistance
[0 Outings
[] Complementary Therapies

Other services

[0 Counselling
[0 Portrait photography
How to get HMC support

Anyone in Mid Canterbury who has or is caring for someone with a life-
limiting illness can make a referral. See contact details below.

On line - www.hospiceme.nz to find out more and make a referral
Phone - 03-3078387 or 0272278387 or

Email - manager@hospiceme.nz

Call in to Kéwhai House
at 70 Havelock Street

Monday-Friday 9am to 2pm.

All services are free.

24 HOUR ON_CALL
EMERGENCY SERVICES
Phone: 03 693 9060

Servicing Mayfield, Mt Somers, Hinds
and South Canterbury
Independent and locally owned.

Large and small animals.
Delivery service for all farm supplies.

Cnr Woodbury / Main North Rds, GERALDINE
Phone: 03 693 9060
Email: clinic@gatewayvets.co.nz

D Forbes Fencing
All Rural Fencing

Stock Yards
Post and Rail

35 years experience
Phone Dougal on

027 2601 040

Email dforbesfencing@gmail.com

DEADLINE DATE FOR MARCH ISSUE 2026

ISSUE
March 2026

DEADLINE
23 February

DELIVERY
28 February
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Leaves, Snow &
STnP BIR“SHaiI from blocking

up your spouting

Gum Leaf gutter guard has been proven on 1000’s of

homes across Australia & New Zealandfor the last 12 years.

Quality materials: BHP Colorbond steel mesh with unique

patented louvre which will even keep out pine needles. Will

not rust or sag with age or load. Colour matched to your

existing roof colour. 10 Year warranty for total peace of mind.
Call Rohan Rudd for a no-obligation

assessment and quote today
03 982 8850 or 0800 486 532
Any time, any day except Sunday
(we all need a day off)
www.gumleaf.co.nz
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Mayfield Playcentre

We hope everyone enjoyed

a wonderful summer break!

Alongside having fun filled

family holiday breaks, our

committee and families

have been busy giving the

Playcentre a fresh lift, and the

space is looking amazing for

tamariki and whianau in 2026.

We’re excited to reopen

on Tuesday 27 January,

running sessions Tuesday,

Wednesday and Thursday

from 9:15am — 12:15pm.

We're always delighted to

welcome new members. If

you're curious about Playcentre

or would like to come along

and see what we're all about, please feel free to get in touch at mayfield@
playcentre.org.nz - we're happy to answer any questions.
This year we have lots of exciting things planned, including special events,
day trips, involvement in the Mayfield Show, and more!
We can’t wait

to see everyone

soon and share

another fun

year of learning

through play.

FEBRUARY 2026


mailto:mayfield@playcentre.org.nz
mailto:mayfield@playcentre.org.nz

