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Bridal mania: Frills and fluff

There are wedding bells ringing

at Rokowhiria, the Ashburton Art
Gallery and Museum, where staff
are preparing a special collection of
wedding gowns for public viewing.

The gowns span the past 100 years, from a
grey Victorian dress to a classic, full-skirted
white gown worn in the 1990s.

There’s also another gown, worn by

the winner of the 1970 Bride of the

Year competition, that will evoke a few
memories, says Rokowhiria director Shirin
Khosraviani.

The competition winner that year was
Andrea Hallson (nee Allen), who wore an
unusual but contemporary gown with a
hooded lace overcoat. She donated the
gown to the Ashburton Museum in 2016,
along with a wedding invitation and reply
cards, the groom’s wedding suitand a
horseshoe and blue garter worn by the
bride.

There was also a booklet and newspaper
clippings about the Bride of the Year
competition, and a large silver platter
awarded to the winning bride, who was
one of 34 to parade with their bridesmaids
before a capacity audience in the
Ashburton RSA hall.

Ms Khosraviani said the gallery and
museum held many love stories, including
those connected to the wedding gowns
that would be on display in the Dearly
Beloved exhibition from 14 December to 8
March.

“In Mrs Hallson’s case, she grew up in
Ashburton, met her husband overseas and
was married here.

“Bride of the Year competitions were big
back then and Ashburton’s first event was

in 1966 and the last, we think, in 1999. They

were good fundraisers for the community

The big news nationally in local
government this week has been
the changes Government is
proposing for regional councils,
like Environment Canterbury.

There s a lot of information that Council

and Councillors need to digest on this,
but essentially mayors will represent
their district or city on a Combined
Territorial Board (instead of a regional
council) and make decisions for the
region.

What does this mean for us here in the
Ashburton District?

We will be taking the time needed to
understand the proposed changes and

give feedback to Government before the

February deadline.
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Wedding gowns of the late 1800s were usually the bride's best dress, regardless of colour.

too, and the brides had a lot of fun.”

The 12 gowns on display in the Murney

Room as part of Dearly Beloved run the
range of fashion through the ages, from
classic and frilly, to sleek, pink and even
hand-crocheted.

Ms Khosraviani said staff had enjoyed
bringing the wedding gowns out of storage
and preparing them for the exhibition.

“We’ve had to very carefully steam some of
them and make sure the mannequins are
shaped so that the gowns fall properly, as

Why should you care? Because it is
about ensuring we have a voice when
regional plans are made that affect our
environment and the economy - in
other words how we live, work and

play. As Mayor Liz has already said this
week, Council wants what is best for our
district.

And there will also be discussions with
our neighbouring Mayors about the
changes and we’ll keep the community
informed.

Our new council is getting down to

work and this week deliberated on
changes to a Gambling Venue Policy and
a Dangerous and Insanitary Buildings
Policy. There are several workshops
planned in the next few weeks,
including an update on Government

they were all custom-made for their brides
atthe time.

“Wedding gowns and christening gowns
are some of the most collected garments
and if stored correctly can last a long time.”

Rokowhiria will run a workshop on Sunday

15 February, when people can bring their
own cherished garments to the facility and
and take them home stored in museum-
grade boxes.

The two-hour workshop starts at 1pm and
thereis a $50 cost for participants.

changes to
the Resource
Management Act,
and a big focus coming

up on the Annual Plan and budget.

The other big news locally is that the
giant Christmas tree is now up and
taking centre stage in Baring Square
East.

Council’s free community Christmas
event, Light up the Night, is on this
Saturday and the tree will be officially lit
at 9.15pm, with much fanfare! The food
trucks will be open for business from
5pm and there’s a great lineup of live
entertainment from 6pm.

Christmas is fast approaching and
excitement is building.

- — -
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PADDLING POOL

The paddling poolin the Ashburton
Domain is now open for the summer.
We're upgrading a water treatment
plantin the building right next to the
paddling pool, and until the work
finishes next month there'll be some
fencing up so that people can access
the public toilets. Look out for signs
that take you to a new pool access
near the paddling pool playground.

CLEAN YOUR RACES

Now's the time for checking and
cleaning any stockwater races on
your property. For all users to have
access to the water, no matter
where they are on the network,
itisimportant that a clear and
continuous flow is maintained

- plastic buckets, baleage wrap,
weeds, hedge trimmings and other
debris can all block races and result
in overflows or water being wasted
on land or roads.

LIGHT UP THE NIGHT

Fuel up for Council's Christmas
event on Saturday by coming early
to visit our food trucks, which will
be open for business from 5pm.
The live entertainment starts at
6pm, and there'll be performances
from the St Augustine Filipino
Catholic Choir, the Fijian Choir, Life
Dance Academy, Sam McArthur,
the Decibells, Kopy Kat and Murran
Carter Buller - Santa will be on stage
from 9pm, counting down to the
lighting of the tree at 9.15pm. Bring
your picnic chair and blanket and
find a spot to enjoy the occasion.

BOYA BONANZA

Organisers of the ANZ Business of
the Year Awards have received 116
entries across 14 categories for the
event. The first round of judging

is already under way and finalists
will be announced mid-December.
Winners will be revealed at a big
gala dinner at the Ashburton
Aviation Museum on Friday 20
February, and tickets for the event
are already on sale. Don't miss out,
go to businessoftheyear.nz

ashburtondc.govt.nz



Our long-time favourite Christmas
event, the Great Santa Hunt, once

again heads the list of activities in

this summer’s What’s On Guide.

The guide has just been published and
is available in printed form at Council
facilities, or in digital form on our website.

The Great Santa Hunt has its grand
opening night at Rokowhiria, the
Ashburton Art Gallery and Museum, on
17 December and children of all ages are
invited to bring their torches and search
high and low in the museum after dark.

This year, 20 Santas are hidden around
Rokowhiria, with another five at the
Ashburton Library, and five more at EA
Networks Centre. Be on the lookout for
Santas with names like Little Dave, Buster,
Richie McLaus and Snoop Dog!

Opening night runs from 5pm-7pm and

is only at Rokowhiria, but after that the
activity runs across the three facilities

all summer until 31 January. Each Santa
has a letter that will help you work out a
mystery phrase to enter in the Great Santa
Hunt prize draw.

The What’s On Guide has a swag of events

for children and teens, most taking place
atthe library, the art gallery and museum,
and at EA Networks Centre. Activities
include making Christmas cards and
playing Christmas iSpy, assembling a
spinning top, print making or having a
round of mini golf at Mini Mid Canterbury.

Group Manager of People and Facilities
Sarah Mosley said the 24-page guide was
packed full of activities to keep children of
all ages busy over the holidays.

“The great thing about these activities is
that they are close to home and mostly
free. Some activities are already under
way, like the summer reading challenge
for young adults, which has some sweet
rewards this year.”
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Polytech project moves on

Contractors working on the demolition
of the old Polytech building on Cameron
Street are moving into stage two of the
project, now that asbestos has been
removed by a specialist team.

The old two-storey classroom block on
Cameron Street has been fenced off

since August and stage two involves
demolishing the building and levelling the
area for use as a car park.

Group Manager of Business Support Helen

Barnes said asbestos had been identified
in the roof cavity, walls and claddings of
the old building, which was typical of its
era.

“There was asbestos throughout the
building, and it took a little longer than
planned to safely remove it."

Work to level the section for use as a
carpark will happen over the next two
months, with a completion date in the
new year.
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Camera area extended

The West Street carpark is being added to
the area currently under the trial of new
Automated Number Plate Recognition
(ANPR) parking compliance technology.

No parking tickets are being issued by

the technology while it is initially being
trialled, but Council’s parking officers are
still patrolling on foot and issuing tickets to
parking offenders.

Group Manager of Compliance and
Development lan Hyde said the trial
initially focused on Burnett, Cass, Tancred
and East Streets.

“People might have seen the marked car
driving around this block over the past few
weeks and now we are going to be visiting
other parts of the CBD, including the West
Street car park, to test the equipment in
different situations.

“During this first stage of the trial, we are
still simply comparing what the cameras
on the car see so that we can gather
information about whether this new

technology might work in Ashburton.”

Mr Hyde said the car had attracted some
attention. “No parking rules have changed
and people visiting the CBD can still park
free on East Street for an hour. We monitor
parking and enforce the limits to ensure
fair and considerate use, so that thereis a
consistent turnover of parks for shoppers.”

Following the full trial, a report on how or
whether to proceed with implementing
the technology will be presented to
elected members for consideration.

COUNCIL MEETINGS

Council meetings are held in Hine
Paaka, the Council Chamber, unless
otherwise stated; agendas are online at
ashburtondc.govt.nz

Monday 1 December, Biodiversity
Advisory Group, 1pm, Wakanui Room

Wednesday 3 December, Annual Plan
and budget workshop, 10.30am

Wednesday 3 December, Council
Meeting (livestreamed), 1pm

Tuesday 9 December, Road Safety co-
ordinating committee, 9.30am, Banded
Dotterel Room

Wednesday 10 December, Bylaws
workshop, 9.30am

Wednesday 10 December, Activity
Briefings (livestreamed), 1pm

Wednesday 16 December, Resource
Manaement Act workshop, 1pm
Wednesday 17 December, Council
Meeting (livestreamed), 1pm

USE YOUR WINDSTRAP

It's been a bit
windy lately, so
please use your
wind straps (let us
know if you need
some). Bins at the
kerb by 7.30am.

ROAD CLOSURES

Ashburton District Council gives public
notice of temporary road closures to
enable the holding of the following
community events:

LIGHT UP THE NIGHT
Roads to be closed:
o Baring Square East
o Cameron Street, between
Victoria Street and East Street

Period of closure: From 6am to 10.30pm
on Saturday 29 November 2025

QUARTER MILE SPRINT

Road to be closed for the Ashburton Car
Club's Standing Quarter Mile Sprint:

+ Somerton Road from Coplands
Road to Jamiesons Road

Period of closure: From 9am to 4.30pm
on Saturday 29 November 2025

ASHBURTON SANTA PARADE
Roads to be closed:

o Walnut Avenue, from Oak Grove
to West Street (SH1)

o Creek Road, from Walnut Avenue
to Queens Drive

Period of closure: From 10am to 3pm on
Saturday 6 December 2025

It will be an offence under the Transport
(Vehicular Traffic Road Closure)
Regulations 1965 for any person
otherwise than under authority of an
authorised permit to use the roads for
ordinary vehicular traffic during the
period of closure.

NEIL McCANN
Group Manager Infrastructure

ROADING NOTICES

Chalmers Avenue - Closed at the river
until 19 December while water mains are
installed. No entry to South Street from
Chalmers Avenue.

Spaxton Street/Lilley Place - Closed
between Alford Street and Patton Street,
including Lilley Place, until 19 December
while water mains are installed.

Mayfield Valetta Road - Closed between
Anama Valetta Road and Tinwald
Westerfield Mayfield Road until 5
December for road maintenance. Detours
in place.

Thompsons Track - Closed between
Winchmore Lauriston Road and Pole
Road, and Braemar Lauriston Road at
Thompsons Track intersection until 19
December, so Fulton Hogan can do heavy
road maintenance on behalf of Council.
Detours in place. Resident access
remains.

Saunders Road - Closed between Creek
Road and Galbraith Street intersection,
until 12 December while new wastewater
pipes are installed by Tru-Line Civil

on behalf of council. Resident access
remains.

Oak Grove - No through access to
Harrison Street and Walnut Avenue
roundabout from 15-19 December while
wastewater pipes are installed.

Philip Street - Closed between

Walker Street and Grigg Street until 12
December, for wastewater pipe renewals.
Resident access remains.

Full details of local road closures are on
our website, ashburtondc.govt.nz

TRIENNIAL MEETINGS FOR

RESERVE & HALL BOARDS

The new term of Council also signals

a new three-year term for the
volunteers who sit on the district's hall
boards, reserve boards and domain
boards.

Over the next couple of months, boards
will be advertising their triennial
meetings and looking for new members.

« 1December - Rakaia Reserve Board -
7pm, at the Rakaia Recreation Centre

« 2 December - Methven Reserve Board
- 7.30pm, Methven United clubrooms

« 8 December - Alford Forest Reserve
Board - 7.30pm, Alford Forest hall

LAKE HOOD CLOSURE

Council gives public notice of a full
closure of Lake Hood on November 29
and 30, to enable the holding of a rowing
club regatta.

The full closure will be in effect from 8am
until 4pm on both days.

The area surrounding the lake can be
used, but boats are not allowed on the
water during the closure period.

To make a booking and view details
of lake events and closures, go to
ashburtondc.govt.nz/community-
facilities/lake-hood.

COUNCIL OFFICE

2 Baring Square East
Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri 8.30am-5pm
Thursday 9am-5pm

ashburtondc.govt.nz

ASHBURTON LIBRARY

2 Baring Square East, Ashburton 7700

Mon & Fri 8.30am-6pm, Tue-Thu 8.30am-8pm
Sat & Sun 10am-4pm

EANETWORKS CENTRE
20 River Terrace

Mon - Fri 5.45am-9pm (pools 8pm Mon & Tue, 7pm Wed-Fri;
gym 8pm). Sat & Sun 7am-7pm (pools 6pm, gym 6pm)

ASHBURTON ART
GALLERY & MUSEUM
327 West Street

10am-4pm daily (late night Wed)
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