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ISSUE SEVENTY ONE

Bringing you the News from Carew in the south to Alford Forest in the north and all places in between.

The Homegrown Garden Tour — Thank you!

The Homegrown Garden Tour committee wish to say a
huge thank you to everyone that brought a ticket to this
year’s tour and enjoyed our gardens!

The event ran very well, and we received many lovely
comments on the day about what a wonderful day people
were having and also afterwards about how much the
gardens were enjoyed along with all the stalls at the market
at Amberside. The four gardens all looked stunning and we
are very grateful to the garden owners who provided their
gardens for the benefit of Mayfield Playcentre. We wish to
send a heartfelt thank you to: Helen and Charlie Rapsey,
Karen and Wayne Gregory, Sharon and Gordon Duthie,
Annie and Athel Price. The Homegrown Garden Tour
would not have happened without you!

Every ticket purchased was a step towards keeping our
local Mayfield Playcentre open and operating for another
year so our tamariki and whanau can enjoy the joy that is
watching our children ‘learning through play’ — the heart of
the Playcentre philosophy.

Here are some photos taken throughout the day by Jo Cook
— thank you Jo for the photo library you have started for us.

Talk to us today about your requirements
Contact us on:

VICTORY S LIME [pe——

@ Peaches Rd; Mt Somers, RD 1, Ashburton 7771

NOT ALL LIME IS CREATED EQUAL Wwwvlime €5,z
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Neighbourhood Q@“M

Support NEESE%“:;?EM

We have received the accompanying document calling for help
with Meals on Wheels.

If anyone has some time to volunteer and work with this service
please contact Lina on the attached number to offer your
services.

You may be a group in which case you could share duties or you
could be an individual who is happy to help.

Ashburton and Rural Health Services look forward to your call.
Contact Lina on 021 120 9097

Regards

Sue Abel

Ashburton District Neighbourhood Support Co-ordinator

Local vets,

Nationwide support

Ve have everything you need at

\ VetEnt Mayfield.
‘ Pop in and see Chantel
i for all your farm and

animal health supplies,

L]
3 7
VetEnt Mayfield

‘%‘ L 1984 Arundel Rakaia Gorge Rd,

Mayfield
P {03) 303 6042

AR
= =
NIMAYSFEERLD

- STOCK ,
- BULK & GENERAL FREIGHT

- BLOWER TRUCK

- FERTILISER SPREADING

- PUBLIC WEIGHBRIDGE

- RAVENSDOWN STORE MAYFIELD
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You Call, We flaud

Locally owned and eperated

THE NOR'WESTER

Good Afternoon All

Firstly let me introduce myself, I'm the Co-ordinator of
Meals on Wheels for Ashburton Health Services (Ashburton
Hospital). A couple of groups from our Meals on Wheels
service has suggested I contact you to see if anyone might
be interested in becoming involved with Meals on Wheels
deliveries. I’'m not sure if you know anything about this
service which is to provide meals by the hospital to senior
citizens in our community, so on to a bit of background
information on the process of Meals on Wheels delivery.
The town is divided into seven zones (10-15 meals per
zone) and are delivered Monday-Friday. Each zone needs a
driver and a runner, although some/most people are happy
to both drive and deliver the meals. We have salvation army
and Red Cross involved in this service and would love to
get more organisations involved.

Our Meals on Wheels group weren’t able to deliver on the
21%-25" November and to have the involvement group of
people like you to support the service would be great. Please
let me know if anyone is free to help and to contact me for
more information. Your help would be gratefully received.
Please contact Ashburton Hospital

at 307 8450 ext. 28491

Nga mihi nui
Lina
Fololina Mareko (sherher)

PA to Brenda Close, Kaitohu Whakatapuhi |
Director of Nursing

Ashburton & Rural Health Services
Waitaha

waea pukoro: 021 120 9097| iméra: Fololina.Mareko@cdhb.health.
nz

Ashburton Hospital, Elizabeth Street, Ashburton 7700 | Private Bag
801, Ashburton 7740

/
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Ph: (03) 303 6102 Mayfield
Ph: 0800 MTRANS (687267)
Email: office@mtrans.nz
74 MAYFIELD KLONDYKE ROAD, MAYFIELD, ASHBURTON 7778
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Fri 2 Dec
é6pm - 10pm
Ashburton CBD

Proudly supported by

hokonui

Fri 23 & Sat 24 Dec
10am - 2pm
Ashburton CBD

nightsoflights.co.nz
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Family Movie Night

Sat 17 Dec
6pm - 2.30pm
Ashburton Domain

Spread the festive cheer with
a special outdoor screening
of a Christmas family favourite,
the original Home Alone!

= =T G

DECEMBER 2022




BUY NEXT
YEAR'S MILK
REPLACER @

THIS YEAR'S
PRICE!

SECURE supppy

BUDGET
CERTAINTY

v  STORAGE TAKEN
CARE OF*

FREE DELIVERY

*BIOSECURITY
SORTED

+get 2 x Stalosan’F "'
FREE bags
of Stalosan F
with every
tonne of LMR
purchased

$118/BAG (17+) | | $111/BAG (1T+)

&

& yf)

," )
o “:‘ Order now, call Cheryl on 021 744 185
"

*Terms and conditions apply: Offer valid until 31 December 2022, or while stocks last. Orders may be placed through AgriVantage or rural retailers
and charged via your rural retail account. Normal rural retailer terms apply. Prices exclude GST, effective until 31 December 2022. Prices include
freight into rural retail store or onto farm for 1 TONNE MINIMUM orders. Bag pricing and current local freight rates will apply to deliveries under 1
tonne. Any product storage requirements will incur additional cost. Customers who order 1 tonne or more of Sprayfo calf or lamb milk replacers

will automatically qualify for 2 bags of Stalosan F per tonne of Sprayfo milk replacer ordered; free Stalosan F will be delivered

on farm with the milk replacer order in 2023.

(&
Agri\/antage

PROVEN ANIMAL NUTRITION
A division of Chemiplas (NZ) Ltd FOR FUTURE PRODUCTIVITY

0800 64 55 76

www.agrivantage.co.nz
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Maytield and Districts

Lions Report
November Meeting

Members helped man the gates at the Mayfield
Playcentre recent garden walk fund raiser.

We entertained our Friends of the District at the Mayfield
Golf Club. John and Ro Acland gave a wide and varied
account of their life centred around Mt Peel Station.
Our annual charity golf match was held on the 17
November. A full field of players played a stroke round
raising $30,000 with proceeds going to StJohn and
Haven Housing, half each. A big thank you to all the
players and especially the businesses that supported
this event. The sponsors vouchers and products were
auctioned off with all raising more than their value .
Remco Steihower, from Canterbury Flower Bulbs
Rakaia, was our guest speaker at our last meeting.
Graeme Dickson was awarded Loyd Morgan Life
Membership, recognising his outstanding service to
our club. Caterers for the meeting were the Mt Somers
Playcentre.

We have next year’s firewood available, Pine $325 cord,
Bluegum $400/ cord, Oregan $350/ cord.

Contact Ron Cross, 021347958.

We are looking for individuals, 18 years and older,
interested in participating in the 8 day Berwick
Experience, (similar to Outward Bound). '

Contact Richard Wright 0274532087 for more details. Mt Somers Playcentre caterers.

A

Mt Somers
Excavation Ltd

» GENERAL FARM MAINTENANCE
 ALKATHENE PIPE LAYING
* [RRIGATION MAINLINE TRENCHING

e 8 14 & 20 TONNE DIGGERS
e TIP TRUCK & TRAILER
» GRADER
e e SCREEN SHINGLE SUPPLIES
A « TREE REMOVAL
Alistair Parris Owner / Operator - 20 Hinds Gorge Rd RD 8 Ashburton 7778
Ph: 027 434 7278 | E: mtsomersexcavation@xtra.co.nz | www.mtsomersexcavation.co.nz
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The Old Post Office Library

This is the last library blurb for the year so that means Christmas
must be just around the corner. It doesn’t feel like it, a few Christmas
decorations in shops and a bit of sparkle here and there, otherwise
the towns look the same. But once we hit December it will all ramp
up I'm sure. And time to think about Christmas presents. Just think
BOOKS, and it will be so easy, all done in one shop, and can cover all
ages. There are plenty of brochures around the bookshops with great
suggestions so you can have it fairly sorted before leaving home on
your shopping mission. I have spent some wonderful hours amongst
the new books and have quite a collection for our library. They will
be appearing on the shelves over the next month, and hopefully
something for everyone.

‘Straight Up’ by Ruby Tui.

I’'m sure everyone knows Ruby Tui by now, she’s had plenty of TV
exposure with the Black Ferns and with the bright red flame in her
hair, she would be hard to miss. She has quite a following by young
girls (and not so young) and is inspiring the next generation in the art
of women’s rugby. This book tells her story and it’s an incredible tale
of how she has survived abuse, drugs, and tragedy to become one of
the most successful women’s rugby players in the world.

“The Stolen Child’ by Diney Costelloe

I really rate this book. It is an excellent read, nothing too demanding
, just flows along and held my interest throughout. A great holiday
read actually, and based on a true story. It is set during the war in
Plymouth England, and tells how a baby was inadvertently left behind

Mayfield Playcentre
AGM

Friday 9t" December 2022
7.30pm
Panthers Rock, Mayfield

ALL WELCOME!

Playcenfreﬁ

“Whanav fupu n'gahh'r — families Srowhg fageﬂﬁei‘"
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in his house while his family races to the safety of an air raid shelter.

But a kind policeman heard his crying later that evening and on
investigation found the baby boy and took him home to his wife
fully intending to report his find the next morning. But sadly he met
his death before he could set the record straight and his wife decided
to keep the child. Read the book to find out what happened........

“The Trial of Lotta Rae’ by Siobhan MacGowan. ...... another
great read, I can thoroughly recommend it. Set in London in 1906, a
young working class girl is attacked and raped by a wealthy gentleman.
She seeks justice with the help of her barrister William Lindin who
she believes to be her ally and has complete trust in him. (silly girl!).

It is a sweeping heartbreaking quest for justice and told with an
ominous beauty. Once again, an easy read that really grips your
attention and might mean you have a late night in order to finish
it. There is a strong thread of the Suffragette Movement running
through the tale and I learnt so much about the struggles of these
brave courageous women and also men. An excellent read.

‘Exiles’ by Jane Harper.

Many of our readers are great fans of this author’s previous books,
(The Dry, The Lost Man, Force of Nature, The Survivors) so I expect
this newbie will be well received. The back cover says..... Aaron Falk
returns in this masterful novel of intrigue’.... so I presume Aaron
has been a character in a previous book. Once again the story is set
in Australia, this time in the wine country of South Australia. Be in
early for this one as I imagine it will be popular, Jane Harper seems
to have quite a following in our readers.

‘Our Missing Hearts’ by Celeste Ng.

This author has also been popular, her previous two books have been
well read.... ‘Little Fires Everywhere’ and’Everything I Never Told
You’. She normally writes about family dynamics in a contemporary
setting.

“The Librarian Spy’ by Madeline Martin.

This novel was inspired by the true history of America’s library spies of
World War 2. According to one reader, it follows the struggles of two
very different courageous women operating in lesser known theatres

STRAIGHT UP
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of resistance and intelligence activity in Lyon France, and Lisbon
Portugal. Compelling historical fiction and accomplished storytelling’

‘Haven’ by Emma Donahue.

The same author as ‘Room’ and “The Pull of the Stars’. .... Anisland,
a priest, and two monks and thousands of birds in the Adantic Ocean.
A novel about survival, isolation, obedience and self-preservation told
in a haunting and moving way, with psychological intensity. ( This
is from the blurb on the back cover). Sounds full of promise for a
riveting read. Set in seventh century Ireland.

‘Hawke Mountain’ by Conner Habib.

A fast- paced story of obsession and suspense. This is a debut novel and
has a reputation for a ‘dark adrenaline rush’. Not for the faint-hearted
I suspect, nor would it qualify for a ‘nice’ read. Beware!!

Finally a new magazine called ‘Shepherdess’ for women on the land.
If enough readers enjoy this lovely magazine full of interesting articles
we could look at buying it regularly so please give us some feedback.
(0274 363736). If you have any magazines of any sort, and would
care to donate to our outside shelves that would be very appreciated.
They are always popular.

We were hoping to hold a village morning tea in the library but once
again have decided to put it on hold until this latest Covid surge dies
down. Covid is still in the district apparently, and as the library is
such a confined space, we will leave a gathering of Mt Somers readers
until the ‘coast is clear’. It will happen eventually!!

A very happy Christmas to everyone and we look forward to
continuing to supply Mt Somers Community with new interesting

books in 2023. AC

Painter Available

Spruce up and protect your
property with a coat of paint!

Interiors, exteriors, roofs
and weatherboards.

Pressure washing, airless spraying,
and a first-rate finish.

Friendly, professional service, good
rates, excellent local references.

Call Wolffie for a free quote.
Distance no problem.

Ph 0279 624 841 or 03 693 9803

24 HOUR ON-CALL
EMERGENCY SERVICES
Phone: (03) 693 9060

Servicing Mayfield, Mt Somers, Hinds and South
Canterbury.

Independent and locally owned.
Large and small animals.
Delivery service for all farm supplies.

Cnr Woodbury / Main North Rds, GERALDINE
Phone 03 6939060, email
www.gatewayvets.co.nz

HOLDAWAY
ASNEES

FOR ALL YOUR SILAGE REQUIREMENTS

0274 225 464

www.jholdawaycontracting.com

THE NOR'WESTER
7

ISSUE SEVENTY ONE

DECEMBER 2022



“Do it Once, Do it ({3/&‘ “

Over 30 years experience servicing
and supporting the local community

Earthworks
* Any type of Earthmoving

Ploughing
* Cable + Waterpipe Installation

Utility Detection Services
e Find it first

o Y T

Office 308 8479

Laneways
e Lime capping

Directional Drilling
* Trenchless Technology

Demolition
* Residential and Commercial

Mob 027 433 8003

Free Phone 0800 432 583 (GDC LTD)
Web www.gdc.net.nz  Email office@gdcgroup.nz
2 Fords Road, Ashburton - 106 Hilton Highway, Timaru
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Funding boost supports Mid Canterbury

catchment groups

The newly-established Mid Canterbury Catchment Collective
(MCCC) has been awarded close to $1million from Government
to support catchment communities working together to improve
environmental issues including water quality, biodiversity and soil
health.

Minister of Agriculture Damien O’Connor confirmed the Ministry of
Primary Industries (MPI) funding last month at the NZ Landcare
Trust National Conference, but the MCCC committee wanted to
wait until they completed a strategic review workshops and had a
full team ready to support farmers before announcing.

MCCC Chairman Duncan Barr says MPI funding will allow the
collective to champion a dedicated Mid Canterbury commitment to
catchment groups, built on collaboration and trust.

“We've developed an integrated framework from an inside-the-farm
gate perspective which looks at water, biodiversity, soil, people and
green house gases.”

“From this we were in a strong position to put forward a funding
proposal to MPI which focused on supporting catchment
communities to build capacity and problem-solving capability from
the ground up.”

The funding will run through until year-end June 2025, with $950,000
committed to supporting Mid Canterbury to establish an integrated
framework —championing the ‘local people local solutions’ approach.
Catchment group success is widely recognised across New
Zealand, with environmental award-winning groups such as
Pomahaka Water Care Group leading the way in terms of farmer-
to-farmer solution-focused change. Since becoming an Incorporated
Society in December 2021, MCCC has seen an exponential increase
in enquiries and interest from rural groups. Three catchment groups
have been set up under the MCCC umbrella (Hekeao Hinds Hill
Country, Hekeao Hinds Lowlands and Foothills groups) and two
long-standing catchment groups already exist in the Rangitata and
Rakaia Gorges.

f

At Ray White Mid-Canterbury, our 22 dedicated team members
are here to help from the moment you make contact.

From the receptionist to the salesperson who closes your sale, the strength
of our team is in our combined commitment to ensuring your journey with us
is a good one. We work together to make sure that with the Ray White team,
you get the results you want. Chat to us today on 03 307 8317.
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“We anticipate development of new catchment groups as things
evolve. It’s exciting how receptive our community is to getting
together to create positive change,” says Mr Barr.

In March this year, MCCC received $30,000 seed funding from
the Ashburton Water Zone Committee for a coordinator, someone
to link-up all the good work happening across our district. Hinds
author, communications expert and facilitator, Angela Cushnie, was
appointed to the inaugural coordinator role.

A passionate believer in the power of communities to enable
environmental change, Mrs Cushnie grew up in the Hinds area
and says water quality has become a concern for Mid Canterbury
residents over the course of her lifetime.

“MCCC see these challenges as an opportunity and my new role is
all about supporting communities to create positive environmental
changes in a way that is sustainable and inter-generational. Often
it is just a matter of connecting diverse groups of people who are
looking for the same outcomes so we can avoid duplication and
make the best use of our resources, time and energy.”

Mrs Cushnie says the pace and volume of change is rapidly
increasing with new environmental regulations being launched
simultaneously which places huge pressures on landowners and
the wider community.

“One of our main objectives is to acknowledge and celebrate
the good work that is already happening inside farm gates
while continuing to improve our environmental footprint, support
catchment group initiatives, and champion community wellbeing.
Ashburton Zone Committee Chair Bill Thomas is a supporter of the
catchment group approach.

“If we can bring together people at a catchment level to drill down
and focus on the significant issues, then we can do more. If everyone
works together, we can achieve positive environmental outcomes,
especially in a diverse area like Mid Canterbury which covers
land and people from the mountains to the sea and everything in
between.”

L

w% RayWhite.

Ashburton

96 Tancred Street
Ashburton

033078317
rwashburton.co.nz
ashburton.nz@raywhite.com

THE NOR'WESTER

Tinwald

117a Archibald Street
Tinwald

033078317
rwashburton.co.nz
ashburton.nz@raywhite.com

Methven

4/36 McMillan Street
Methven

033033032
rwashburton.co.nz
ashburton.nz@raywhite.com

Real Estate Mid Canterbury Property Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)
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EYBROOK
UILDING vrp

New Builds Lifestyle sheds

Alterations Renovations
Farm Buildings General Maintenance
Phone Thamis for all your building needs

022 354 6524

heybrookbuilding@gmail.com

Steady As You Go (SAYGO)
You could save yourself from a fall by attending SAYGO classes.
SAYGO improves:
Balance & leg strength © Flexibility ® General fitness & well-being
* Falls are the most common cause of injury in older people
* One third of people over 65 fall each year
* Half of people over 80 fall each year
* Designed for men and women
* Falls are not a natural part of ageing and are almost always
associated with weakened leg muscles and poor balance
So come and join us for an hour. Classes every Wednesday,
Staveley Hall 2pm. For enquiries, phone Annette Syme 3030 803

Rural
Livestock

NZ Owned & Operated. Est 1988
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Book of the Month —
Mt Somers Library

Title: “Wild Places’
Author: Sarah Baxter
Illustrator: Amy Grimes
Publication year: 2022

A review by Elles Smallegoor

The library just obtained a copy of the most recently
published book from the Inspired Traveller's Guide
series, called “Wild Places’. Written by British travel
writer Sarah Baxter (who also wrote ‘Spiritual Places’,
‘Literary Places’, ‘Hidden Places’ and ‘Mystical Places’ for
the series and has ‘Cinematic Places’ lined up to be next)
and beautifully illustrated by Amy Grimes, this book
takes you all across the globe, to 25 untamed or rewilded
spots, from the Ennerdale Valley in England to the semi-
underground pools in Yucatdn, Mexico.

Baxter introduces and explains the history of each place
in two or three pages, whether it be a vast expanse such
as the South Island of New Zealand, a small group of
islands such as St Kilda in Scotland, a massive intertidal
wetland such as the Dutch Wadden Sea, or the hightest
unclimbed peak in Bhutan. Its brief chapters and its
colourful one- or sometimes even two-page illustrations
make it excellent bedtime reading, especially because,
as Baxter argues in the introduction, “A wild place is
somewhere that speaks to us on a different level. [...] A
place where we're not in charge, not really.” (p. 6). A bit
like a dream.

She also, in these times when the doom and gloom of
climate change is the talk of the day, provides some hopeful
stories of re-wilding projects or nature regenerating itself:
“Because , no matter how much we screw up this planet,

MID AND SOUTH CANTERBURY

John Harrison (Mid) - 0272 262 964
Fraser Adams (Mid) - 0274 730 823
Quinten Botha (South) - 0274 730 885

Aaron McCall (South) — 0276 855 702

Contact one of our team for on farm advice and
solutions. Experts in all classes of livestock for
private sales, auctions, valuations, and prime
stock drafting.
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Mother Nature finds a
way” (p. 8). One example
is the German Green
Belt, a 1,400 km long
corridor stretching from
northern Europe towards
the Black Sea. Once
heavily militarised and
dividing the socialist east
from the capitalist west,
this unusual, uninhabited
and bleak place was for
many years a refuge and | ‘ i
breeding ground for [T

several mammals and bird species. The absence of any
normal human activity allowed nature to thrive. After
the reunification of Germany, conservationists helped
sustain it.

Baxter’s short, but rich and informative chapters and
Grimes’s accompanying illustrations feel like appetisers
— they make you want to travel to all these wild places.
I guess that is one of the book’s functions. But in this
day and age, when travelling is getting more and more
expensive and flying long-haul for fun is getting frowned
upon more and more, reading and fantasising about
them is certainly the next best thing.

Com

Rural

WwWw.mypc.nz

144 Moore Street, Ashburton

03 308 3400

puting
Solutions

Strﬁggling with lame

COWS?

Over 20,000 cows through our crushes last season.

Three mobile hydraulic crushes.

ISSUE SEVENTY ONE

Lame cows treated

rapidly & effectively

Hoof trimming to
PREVENT lameness

Training in hoof care

techniques

THE NOR'WESTER

BEST PRICES FOR:
Top quality knives
Claw blocks
Hoof rasps and cutters
Hoof trimming crushes

s

\

n‘.\}

> .
h’(’are.@’

- S L

0800 4 COWCARE
0800426922

info@cowcare.co.nz
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THE ART OF FOOD ., . peartor

This scone recipe doesn’t include any butter, so it is quick
and easy to whip these up for visitors during the holiday sea-
son. It seems that everyone loves a scone and these are extra
good with cheese and bacon in the mix. You will see I’ve
also added a few chopped sultanas — this sounds strange, but
I usually add something sweet to my savoury foods for a
better depth of flavour. You could replace the sultanas with
a tablespoon of jam or sugar for a similar effect. No-one
will know it’s there, but they will know they are good.

I use tasty cheese in my scones but just use whatever cheese
you have in your fridge.

Enjoy your summer and stay safe out there

SAVOURY SCONES

Preheat your oven to 200 degrees fanbake

In a bowl mix:

3 cups flour

6 heaped tsp baking powder

Y4 tsp salt

Y tsp white pepper

1/8 tsp or a pinch of cayenne pepper

Stir the dry ingredients together thoroughly and add:

1 % cups (150 grams) grated cheese

Y4 onion diced

5 slices (100 grams) streaky bacon roughly chopped

1 tbsp finely diced sultanas or golden raisins
Stir again and then add:

ZX Joseph Builders Lt ..<o.v

o Mix with a butter knife just until the dough forms a ball

but DON’T OVERMIX

new builds - renovations Tip Y4 cup flour onto a baking tray and spread it out a little.
restorations - d ESlgl’I Tip the scone dough onto the floured tray and turn it over a
i . couple times before forming the dough into a square about

rural - residential 3cm high
commercial - cnmpliance Brush the top with 1 tsp milk then cut into 12 or 16 scones,

place them well apart on the tray and then top each scone
with a small slice of cheese and a thin slice of tomato
Bake at 200 degrees fanbake for about 15 minutes or until
they are nicely browned

Serve hot or cold with lashings of butter. Enjoy!

033039830 0800500 564
]osephbullders@xtra C0.NZ

@* @
wwwlusenhbullders C0.NnZ 4 Sy
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Village Green Christmas
Spruce Up

;h_:ﬂ .

: ige- i Mt Somers
(Y " Christmas Morning Tea

Tuesday 13th December
10.30am
Kath Schikker’s place
Ashburton Gorge Road.

All Welcome
Bring a $5 gift for
Pass the Parcel

Yes it’s time for a quick pre-Xmas tidy up of our Village Green in Mt
Somers by the community. Please keep Wednesday 7th December URSING
free for an evening working bee. You as a community are called on A N T | V\/ R | N K |_ E = o

3 3

once a year for this and as only 4 people turned up last year we g %ﬁ
have changed the time to 7.00pm. start. D E R M A |_ F | L |_ E R = ™
Please try and come along with your gardening tools. Forks (big ® COSMETIC
ones) and grass edging shears if possible. Lots of weeds to pull P RO F H | LO NURSE
out and cabbage tree leaves to pick up.
This is a good opportunity to meet other locals and maintain a space C NN l\ l ) I .

OSNMICdIC

we should all be proud of in the village.
| was at our cemetery a few weeks ago and was amazed to see the

lovely painted rock creations on most of the graves. What a super - @
idea and the person/persons behind this must be congratulated for ,

making this area such a caring thoughtful space. Book your FREE 15 minute consult today:

If the weather is inclement on that night we will postpone to the 022 659 3995 / info@cosmedic.co.nz / cosmedic.co.nz

following Wednesday.
Any queries please contact Pam Annand 021 1264 310.

JACKO

CONTRACTING & CONSULTING LTD

¢ Tracks & Lanes e Dairy Shed Foundations

¢ Dairy Lane Capping ¢ Underpasses

¢ Tree Removal ¢ Irrigation Mainline Installation

¢ Logging/Forestry Work ¢ Project Management

¢ Farm Conversions e Commercial/Domestic Building Foundations
e Water Storage ¢ Driveways

Free Quotes and Great Advice. Call Today!

0275099 710

info@jackocontracting.co.nz Find us on Facebook I

ISSUE SEVENTY ONE THE NOR'WESTER DECEMBER 2022
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Walk Geraldine

23 November Geraldine We were back to one of the popular walks in Geraldine.

FEE ENSOR
AND TEAM |

CLIENT FOCUSED, RESULTS DRIVEN

h h . Fee Ensor | 021 705 014 B N
Fee Ensor and her team have extensive fee.ensor@bayleys.conz FEE ENSOR

knowledge in the residential, lifestyle ANG TEAM

emma.phillips@bayleys.co.nz

Call Fee f?r a no obligation, fecensorcomnz
Confldentlal Chat. WHALAN AND PARTNERS LTD, BAYLEYS,
BAYLEYS ALTOGETHER BETTER Residential / Commercial / Rural / Property Services

ISSUE SEVENTY ONE THE NOR'WESTER DECEMBER 2022
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Windrowing
& Baling Services

4x3 & 3x3 Square bales
Round bales Mow, mow-condition Use your Ruralco card
Tedder, rake, bale, tube & individually wrap & cart for a discount

STRAW & BALEAGE SUPPLY - Contact us for CUSTOMISED DEALS for straw delivered at harvest time
so you can get the best quality straw at very competitive prices.

DM&M ..l'.lwe Ph Donald 027 279 8704 or Robert 027 304 8837
www.donaldlovewindrowing.co.nz

BUAINS

Forage Harvesting Services

= Reversable ploughing, sumo trio rip disc roll,

= 6m Allen Drill, direct & conventional, seed & fert

m Complete Forage harvesting service - mow, rake chop, cart, stack, weighbridge

Use your Ruralco card ANTIN S Ph Robert Love

CO
Rural for a discount e 027 304 8837
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“You can tell a lot about a person by the way they handle
three things: a rainy day, lost luggage and tangled Christmas
lights” —Maya Angelou

I know many of us say it every year, but where has the time

gone? As | write this, it is 30 days until Christmas. It only

9 and 6 metre deep units with Extra Height seems like yesterday that I was packing away the tree from

to accommodate Boats, Motorhomes, Caravans etc. last Christmas, and here I am planning on dragging that box

24/7 monitored security. Power and lights in each unit. from the garage once again to have a fight with the string of
) . lights that I’'m sure will be in a mess once more.

To check availablity contact For many people, this time of year can bring a range

Dai sy on 03 3030 802 of mixed emotions: excitement, joy and gratefulness to

anxiety, grief and loneliness. Sometimes many emotions at

or message 021 212 3181

once. With the lead up to the festive season being one of
the busiest times of year for many people; school activities,
Christmas shopping, social events and everything else in
between, it’s really important that we stop, breathe and take
some time for ourselves.

If, like me, you find the build up to Christmas insanely
busy and quite frankly stressful at times, it’s vital you pay
attention to your mood, energy and stress levels; and try
to make some time for something you enjoy. This could
be doing something creative, watching a movie, or simply

going for a walk; even better if you can make time to do this
ro S S with a friend.
° For some, Christmas can be a lonely time. If you think this
C OntraCtln g Ltd might be the case for you or someone you know, reach out.
Experienced operators with over Talking to a friend or family member, in any way you can,
45 years local knowledge is encouraged. It can be very hard but talking about feelings
" can help put things into perspective and may help lift the
L mood. If you don’t have family or friends close by, or don’t
: think there’s anyone to talk to, you are never alone. Make
a note of these numbers that you can call for free 24 hours
a day:
call or text the Peer Support Line on 1737 any time for a
chat or support from a trained counsellor
call 0800 111 757 or text 4202 to talk to a trained counsellor
about you are feeling

Check out our webpage oz,
storage-ashforks.co.nz’home/ ENCIHIERNG

1807 Ashburton Staveley Rd | a& = |
(AshForksEngineering)

-l I e call Lifeline on 0800 543 354 or text 4357 for free
5 p— e Ty SR .
PPt vm. S - confidential support from a volunteer counsellor, whatever
For all your digging requirements the issue.
» Stock water race cleaning » Tip truck hire , So as we sign off from what has been a busy, disruptive
- Irrigation race cleaning + Tree stump removal & root raking . .
. Disposable pits + Operating three diggers and crazy year for all; myself, Jugmta and our Wonderful
« Soak Pit  Trenches « On farm shingling - laneways, trustees: Michelle, Megan, Connie and Peter would like
- Gorse fence & shelter belt removal  stockyards, water troughs to take the time to wish you all a safe and happy holiday
« Irrigation mainline trenching + Pipe line installation & repairs We look fi d to hosti Gi ita G .
« Shingle screening bucket « Cow lane cleaning .sei\s/?n'ﬁ 13 .OOh orward to (:jsling a bve 1t a Lo Sfenes
. . in Mayfield 1n the new year and hope to meet more of you
Grader and 20 ton digger available on request there Y 4 P Y
Phone Ron 2 Jess
021 347 958 or 303 6067 g
ISSUE SEVENTY ONE THE NOR'WESTER DECEMBER 2022

16



Walk Scotts Saddle
9 November: All 14 members, slow and fast
walkers, enjoyed lovely views from the Scotts

Saddle.

v 83

I = Lo, '._
MEYFIELD SERVICE CENTRE &+ =

A~ IECH

House required to rent in the Mt Somers area for
one of our workers

Preferably long term, required early January
Phone Bob 021791655
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Thank You and Best Wishes
from the Hospice Team

The Hospice team would like to extend warm Christmas
wishes to all clients and their families. Thank you for
allowing us to make some small difference in your
lives. Thank you as well to all the incredible volunteers
who dedicate their time, skills and energy, enabling
hospice to offer support to those in the community
facing a life limiting illness and to their caregivers.
We truly couldn’t do this without you. To our generous
donors and sponsors, from the bottom of our hearts, we
thank you for your contribution. Your support goes a
long way towards helping people to live every moment
in whatever way is important to them. And thank you
to everyone in the community who donates to, or buys
from the amazing hospice shop. Every dollar makes a
difference to someone’s life.

Wishing everyone a peaceful and happy Christmas
season.

The Hospice Base at 70 1
Havelock Street will be closing \\;
on December 22nd and will

reopen January 9th 2023. hosplce

Mid Canterbury

The Hospice team gettmg into the Christmas spmt
(From left) Janelle, Sarah, Fiona, Laura and Bronie

If you or someone you care about has a life limiting
illness and would like our support, contact us on 307
8387, 0r 027227 8387 or email support@hospicemc.
nz.

See also our website www.hospicemc.nz and look
for Hospice Mid Canterbury on our facebook and
Instagram pages.

Ll Saruies

AshburtoniGraneHirelLitd
192|554

ashburtoncranes2015@gmail.com

“Don’t Just

Don’t just learn, experience.
Don’t just read, absorb.
Don’t just change, transform.
Don’t just relate, advocate.
Don’t just promise, prove.
Don’t just criticize, encourage.
Don’t just think, ponder.
Don’t just take, give.

Don’t just see, feel.

Don’t just dream, do.

Don’t just hear, listen.

Don’t just talk, act.

Don’t just tell, show.

Don’t just exist, live.”
Roy T. Bennett,
The Light in the Heart

Drainlayers

e job
et B PLUMBI

77722 4

& DRAINLAYING

CRAFTSMAN PLUMBER / REGISTERED DRAINLAYER

Phone: 03 693-8512 - Mobile: 0274 313 158

33 South Terrace, Geraldine
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* NEW HOUSING
* REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
* ROOF REPAIRS
* RENOVATIONS

* DRAIN CLEANING

* LOGFIRE INSTALLATIONS
* CONCRETE CORING

* BACKFLOW TESTING
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Neighbourhood Support—November

I am loving this weather and the rapid growth of my vegetable
patch as I strive to beat the escalating cost of food at the moment.
$5.00 for a head of broccoli — outrageous! I also strive to beat the
pesky birds as they seem to delight in digging everything I have
just planted so low line tunnel houses have been deployed and so
far so good.

I have been sharing these joys with my neighbours, mint a
neighbour has grown sourced from a stream in Central Otago
and it is gorgeous, cabbages from another garden and I have been
sharing sprouting broccoli. It gives us a chance to talk, to share and
to enjoy the sunshine while we natter. It seems a veritable amount
of the world’s problems can be solved with a good chat. It fits in
with Neighbourhood Support’s theme — creating safe, resilient and
connected communities.

And talking of safe communities - reported crimes for Methven/
foothills area from October total 9 — they include: Entering an
agricultural property with intent, burglary of property, disorderly
behaviour and theft. We work hard to obtain assets and valuables
and having someone else decide they like them better is not on.
Lock doors and windows when not at home, think seriously
about security camera’s on farms and marking property. Having a
connected group in your area to “keep an eye” on things certainly
helps. They are the ones that will know if there is a suspicious car

ISSUE SEVENTY ONE
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in the area or whether someone entering your property would
normally be that person. This can apply to farms who have their
own “in-house community of workers”.

Scams continue to be of concern. I received an invite to join a
Zoom meeting at Parliament last week, headed by Greg O’Connor
and Chris Hipkins. They were joined by Netsafe, Crime Stoppers,
ZX security and Jordan Alexander who has written a book on
Romance scams from her own personal experience. Advice — if it
seems to be too good to be true, it probably is. Don’t react or be
persuaded into acting immediately on a decision on the phone,
text or email, take a moment to think, ring back on a number
known to you or decide not to respond. Do not give your pin
number to anyone, check your bank statements regularly and do
not provide money to people who ask without understanding who
you are actually talking to. My experience was a solar company
who contacted me after I had made some enquiries. I had assumed
it was one of the company’s I had spoken to and they were very
keen on me signing up. After checking my correspondence, it
became clear that I had not contacted this company and couldn’t
find them anywhere.

Key contacts:

Police on 111 if someone is in immediate danger

For anything else 0800237869 (Cert NZ) to report an issue
Crime Stoppers — can be contacted

anonymously on 0800555111

Or your bank if you suspect anything fraudulent.

Keep safe and take care.

Sue Abel
District Neighbourhood Support Co-ordinator

Dairy Assistants
Wanted

No experience needed

Go to Job Search at
nzdairycareers.co.nz
or call 03 971 5564

Daer‘Careers

nzdairycareers.co.nz
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LINSEED STRAW

FOR SALE

Conventional squares - $6.00 per bale,
per 21 bale bundle. Available in 21 bale
bundles ONLY, for pick up or delivery.

Medium squares - $40.00 per bale, for
pick up or delivery.

All readily available.

Delivery cost additional to prices above —
please enquire.
All prices exclude GST.

Contact James Carr to enquire:
Phone: 027 202 6110
Email: james.carr@stradbrookfarms.co.nz

Stradbrook

FARMSe

GORSE

Registered Chemical Applicator
with 30 years experience

0274819190

WWW.gorsespraying.co.nz

email:gorseman@hotmail.com

[
>,

@

A COMMENT:

George Fairweather Moonlight: the name sounds interesting;
Moonlight came to New Zealand seeking his fortune in the
gold fields.

When I visited my cousin in Blenheim two months ago he
lent me a book his family had presented to him, Tavern in
the Town by author James McNeish I was interested in the
chapters that covered Murchison the place of my birth and
where I lived for the first 42 years of my life. Chapter 19 drew
my attention, “The Yank Who Couldn’t say No’

McNeish wrote a chapter on George Fairweather Moonlight.

There have been numerous attempts to write up the story of
this man’s life, McNeish describes him as a Yank he claims
he spoke with an American accent. My understanding of
Moonlight was that he was Scottish born, he became a sailor
and jumped ship at California to join the gold rush there, later
with his brother Tom and mate Jack Turrant he moved to the
gold fields of Australia and then still later to the gold fields of
Otago where they worked in the Shotover area. I don’t know
what happened to his brother Tom, but it appears Jack Turrant
was in close contact throughout Moonlight’s life.

It was Moonlights story although it doesn’t exactly add up,
George did have a good story as to where he emerged from
and how he gained this name. George would tell the story
that he was of no parentage; if asked his heritage his version
was that he was a ‘Foundling’, A policeman picked this almost
new born baby up off the street I guess he was taken into care
and had to be named, He became George as the policeman’s
name was George, his next name was Fairweather since it
was a fine night and his final name or family name became
Moonlight as it was a moonlight night, So as the story goes
this foundling baby became George Fairweather Moonlight.
When I follow up on Google I get a quite different answer
Parents are listed and born 5™ of August 1832 at Newmill,
Glenbervie, Kincardinshire, Scotland. It remains a good story
as to how he was named fascinating to many listeners over the
years | have no doubt.

George was a tall strong individual he proved to be a very
successful gold prospector having success in the Shotover river
of Otago followed by the Grey Valley where a stream carries
his name then later in the Rivers of the Murchison area, the
Matakitaki, Maruia and the Mangles. Having found good
gold fields Moonlight would let the word out and then set up
and establish stores and liquor outlets to supply the desperate
diggers.

On the 28" of February 1865 George Moonlight at Wakefield
married Elizabeth Gaukrodger of Foxhill. Two children were
born to them before 1870. They settled for a short time in
Richmond, but before long, Moonlight went by boat to the
new Grey River diggings. There, on the 7% of April 1865, he
made one of the most spectacular discoveries, on a tributary
to the Grey river still known as Moonlight Creek, near the
small township of Atarau (Maori for moonlight). The Pessini
nugget, officially the largest found in New Zealand, was
discovered in 1917.
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Fert<0
Solutions

Fertiliser Spreading Specialists
Liquid, Granule and Lime

Moonlight moved to the Maruia and with the help of his
lifelong friend Jack Tarrent built a guest house complete
with stables and associated buildings. From there he moved
to Murchison then known by the former name of Hampton.
Here he built a hotel which he named the Commercial
Hotel, the Buller river encroached, he was forced to move to
higher ground on the sight of the present Commercial Hotel.
Misfortune came his way in 1882 his wife died of typhoid
and soon his business began to fail, he went into voluntary
liquidation and his property was sold. To recover his fortunes,
he went prospecting near Lake Station in the Howard River
area. Aswas his custom he went alone. When he failed to return,
Jack Tarrant raised the alarm and a search was underway. It
was two months before Tarrant found Moonlights body near
Glenhope. It is not precisely known when George Moonlight
died, official records give the date as 17 July 1884 and that he
died in a natural way.

The final chapter of what can be called an official biography
states: George Moonlight was tall and exceptionally strong; he
dressed like an American Digger and spoke with an American
accent. He was a man of strange contrasts. Genial and friendly,
he obviously enjoyed company, was fond of children and

Available as 34hp, 1hp, 1 1/28p,
generous to a fault, yet his journeys were always made alone. hp and 3hp sizes.
For him, the thrill of gold was locating it, not in accumulating W e The waller i 1o sl your siation, call in 1ody for mone Informetion
wealth. His recreation was in solitary tramps. He loved the
rugged country, the hills, bush, and streams among which he JIIACL

died. ARTHUR CATES LTD

Have a great Christmas and New Year Denis

26 McNally Street, Ashburton 7700. Phane (03) 308 5397
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MAYFIELD MT SOMERS ANGLICAN PARISH

All at St. Aidan’s Church, Mt. Somers

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE
Sunday December 18" at 10 a.m.

CHRISTMAS DAY
SERVICE J-ﬁ\
10 a.m.

PARISH CONTACTS
Parish Priest - Rev Annette Eggleston
Email: harann000@gmail.com 3024 006
Church Warden — Pauline Hewson 3036 397
Church Warden, Secretary / Treasurer
- Marion Jacobson 027 3607 180
Email: marion.i.jacobson@gmail.com

Hi Mums and Dads. Are you starting to get a
bit frazzled? Kids getting tired and excited, well
maybe not quite yet. Probably a bit soon for
them to have started the countdown to
Christmas, but they are getting tired, as they
near the end of the school year. And having
been a parent, in pre-daylight saving times as
well as post, | definitely think daylight saving
doesn’t help.

But maybe that amazing event of two
thousand years ago, does warrant a bit of
excitement. The story told over and over again,
down through the centuries, must surely be
something worth celebrating. If not, why hasn’t
it simply died and been forgotten? All around the
world, special services will be held and we are
no exception, here in this small, numerically,
parish of Mayfield/Mt. Somers.

Our young peoples’ service is being held on
Sunday, 18" December at 10am at St. Aidan’s
Mt. Somers, and we don’t mind how many
angels and shepherds we have on the day! In
fact the more the merrier. Everyone is welcome.
But we would just ask that you arrive as soon
after 9.30 as possible, so that we can dress the
children. It can get a bit chaotic if we have too
many arriving at the last minute! There are no
rehearsals, just turn up on the day.
| wish you all a very blessed Christmas and in

the meantime during all the buildup, please
don’t forget to be kind!!

Blessings,

Annette Eggleston

ANGLICAN SERVICES
Priest: Rev Annette Eggleston
Holy Communion
Dec4 10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers
Dec 18 10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers
Children’s Christmas Service
Dec 25 10 a.m. St Aidan’s
Mt Somers
CHRISTMAS EUCHARIST ol
Jan 15 10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers
Jan 29 10 a.m. All Saints, Ruapuna
Feb 5 10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers

CHRISTCHURCH CITY MISSION - MEAT &
FOOD DONATIONS (especially meat)
Please contact Harvey & Annette Eggleston on

3024 006 if you have donations

NEWS FROM PLAINS PRESBYTERIAN PARISH

Last month | said | would report on the AGM, this significant
meeting took place as advertised on the 30% of October. This
was a very quiet annual meeting. There was nothing
controversial, there was no election and very little in the way
of questions. In the area of Governance Council members For
Mayfield Denis Brown chose to stand down the three Mayfield
representatives are now Kevin Taylor, Annette Syme and Kay
King. For Methven, Alex Wright elected to stand down leaving
Elsa Hydes, Allen Redmond and one other to be appointed, for
Rakaia Liz Depree, Isobell Benny and Fay Cuttriss. The Parish
clerk position is jointly held by Liz Depree and Annette Syme.
Miranda Addis Is the Administration Officer. The treasurer is
now under the care of an outside organization known as
“CATAS” The accounts are worked through Zero accounting
and the administrator Miranda enters the details into Zero and
pays the accounts. This is a big change in the accounting for
Plains Parish, | am confident that all accounting will be
performed in a very professional and accurate manner.
Currently the parish is without a minister, this is a concern.

Alpine Presbytery established what is called a Ministry

’ Interim Moderator Rev Johanna Warren

Parish Clerks, Annette Syme Ph 303 0803
Liz Depree Ph 021889341
Parish Contacts:

Kevin Taylor ph 303 6392

Kay King  ph 303 6033

Website plainspresbyterian.co.nz

Facebook.com/ PlainsPresbyterianParish

WORSHIP SERVICES December / January 2023

Sunday 4th Dec ST JOHNS METHVEN 10.30
Café service

Sunday 18" Dec Staveley Carol Service 7.00 pm
Sunday 24" Dec Trinity Mayfield Carols and
readings 7.00 pm
January 2023 Methven services alternate with
All Saints Anglican Parish 10.30 am
Sunday 22" Jan Staveley 10.00 am
Paster Paul Eden

Settlement Board (MSB), this board has met and had discussions, their first duty was to review the parish. This
they appear to consider they have done; governance Council do not consider what they did was a review as all
that appears to have been done is a building inspection, they have not met with the people who are the real
church, Buildings are but buildings, buildings are not the Church. My opinion Denis.

THE NOR'WESTER DECEMBER 2022
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Continuing to support

families in Rangitata
25 November 2022

Jo Luxton, MP for Rangitata
As we head towards summer
here in the Foothills, I can’t
help reflecting on the past year.
Personally, I have recently been
though a tough time with the
passing of my dear mother, I
want to pass on my thanks for the
support and messages | have received.

It’s been a busy year for the Government, as we’ve continued
to support New Zealanders through a challenging period
while making progress on some of the biggest issues facing
our community. Reflecting on the economy, I am pleased to
note that thanks to our careful management of the books,
our economy is in a strong position — and faring better than
many other countries. However, we know global issues
like rising inflation have had a real impact here at home,
and many people are feeling the pinch. That’s why, to help
ease the pressure on families, we’ve rolled out a significant
package of cost of living support.

With the war in Ukraine driving up petrol and diesel
prices, we cut fuel tax and reduced road user charges. We
also provided extra support to help people with their bills
through the Cost of Living Payment and the Winter Energy
Payment.

Permanent and Temporary Staff Solutions

f"f Give Andrew McDonald a call, he'll see you right!

Alongside measures to provide immediate relief, we’ve
continued our work to lift incomes and reduce cost pressures
over the long term. In April, we boosted Superannuation,
student allowances, the family tax credit and main benefits,
providing extra income for thousands of households. To
ensure New Zealanders pay a fairer price at the checkout,
we’ve progressed work to hold supermarkets to account.
We know things are still tough for many here in Mid
Canterbury but together, initiatives like these will help to
ease the pressure and make life a little easier.

With summer almost here, the return of international
tourists has been welcome for local tourism and hospitality
businesses, and I know many here in Mid Canterbury are
gearing up for a busy season. To ensure businesses can
get the workers they need for the summer and beyond,
our Government has streamlined immigration settings and
expanded places for working holidaymakers, as well as
continuing to upskill Kiwis for jobs. We’ve now supported
20,000 people into jobs through Flexi-wage, and more than
200,000 people through free apprenticeships and trades
training.

These are just some of the things we’ve achieved this year.
There’s a lot on the horizon for next year, and I’'m looking
forward to continuing to work hard to support people in
Rangitata. Although it feels a little early to be saying this,
I understand this is the last issue of the year, so, I wish you
and your loved ones a very Merry Christmas and a fantastic
summer!

Good Buggers You Can Trust

Experienced Stockmen

Fencers
Tailing Staff

Tractor Drivers
Specialised Rouging Gangs
Spraying Gangs

0800 AGSTAFF 021 502 484

¥ andrew@agstaff.co.nz
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www.agstaff.co.nz
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Tree Planting at
Mount Somers

Energy and Enthusiasm of W.D.F.F. members

Mt Possession Station has notable Forestation Record
“With the visit of Mr St. Barbe Baker to Christchurch,
many people will be particularly tree-conscious this
week,” says Miss Margaret J. Scott, of Mount Somers,
in a letter to the Editor of ‘The Press’. She has supplied
an article about wayside planting at Mount Somers
and tree planting at Mount Possession run, and this is
printed below.

The great natural forests on either side of Mount
Somers, Peel Forest and Alford Forest were recklessly
exploited for their timber by the pioneers, after being
cherished by the Maori people who came from
Arowhenua and Kaiapoi to renew their food supplies
by pigeon spearing, rat catching and bird snaring. The
remnants of there forests may still be visited at Staveley,
where the skating rink has a perfect back-cloth of native
bush, and at Peel Forest where there is a reserve of
several hundred acres of virgin and regenerated forest.
European and Australian trees which the pioneers
placed about their homesteads are now providing
splendid memorials to their efforts, and more people
are becoming tree-conscious, as local domains, school
grounds and war memorial plots show.

From 1951, the Women'’s Division of Federated Farmers
in Mount Somers has included tree-planting in its annual
programme.

Here is the record.

1951. W.D.F.F. planted 40 ornamental trees along the
Mount Somers-Methven highway to commemorate
the foundation of the branch of the W.D.F.F.and as a
centennial memorial. Black Poplar grew. Golden Ash
and Red Ash were unsuited to the wind-swept position.
1952. Four dozen flowering apples were planted in
Village and Gorge Road, one dozen Silver Birch at
the south approach by the cemetery, and one dozen
flowering apples along Price’s road.

1953. Eight Silver Birch and six Eucalypts were planted
at the south approach to Mount Somers on the Surrey
Hills side of the bridge over the South Ashburton river.
The Eucalypts did not grow.

1954. One dozen flowering apples were planted along
Buccleugh road, one dozen flowering apples in the
village and 14 flowering apples along the Ashburton
Gorge road. Fourteen Poplars along the main road to
Methven.

(The scheme is to extend to Bowyers Stream). Six Silver
Birch and four Poplars were planted on the Public Works
plot by the irrigation channel, Price’s road.

Acknowledgements to Stuff Ltd copyright owner for the
Press and Christchurch City Libraries
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A Word of Thanks

It seems as though it was only last month that I sat down
and typed a message of thanks to all the people who have so
dilligently each month written their reviews, researched their
recipes, put their thoughts to paper, (or, more accurately, their
computer), informed people of their meetings, sports results,
and whatever was going on in their world in the Foothills area.

Without their input there would be no stories to print as I do
not have the time to become the resident reporter and probably
neither do I have the skills such a job requires.

So here we are almost at the end on 2022, another year gone
and what looks as though a rather troublesome year to come.

I don’t think it is too much of an exaggeration to say that the
world seems to be going from one crisis to another at frightening
speed. Covid is still around, the Russians are becoming both a
dangerous and seemingly totally unpredictable and uncaring,
country not only of their own people but also the rest of the
world in their attemps to wipe Ukraine off the map.

There is one word which seems to have become the most over
used word in the recent two or three years and that is the
word ‘unprecidented’. You hear it all the time on TV and in
the news. We appear to be trying to cope with so many things
that have never been a problem in the past, or at the very least
were managable.

So I personally, am happy to say goodbye to 2022 and I sincerely
hope that 2023 might be the harbinger of better times to come.

I would also like to express my thanks to all the advertisers who
have continued to support the Nor' Wester. I do hope that they
gain much benefit from their participation in the publication.

Finally I would like to mention that in the past I have read
articles in other publications about things that have been or
are going to happen in the area and I have had no information
supplied to me even though it has taken place at our back door.

It does not cost clubs or people who are planning some event
to supply me with some details and perhaps photos that I can
run in the paper to help their efforts.

Now I want to wish you all a very happy and safe Festive Season.
Enjoy your time with family and friends, try to relax and also

enjoy the fact that summer is coming.
e i My thanks and best

wishes to you all.
Jeremy Hunter
Editor
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Mt Somers Staveley Playcentre

December is already here, where has
the year gone? The children have been
getting into the festive spirit by making
christmas decorations and even painting
giant gingerbread men!

We had a lovely visit to the Plains Museum
and meeting other families from Longbeach
and Mayfield Playcentres. The children loved
seeing all the displays and machines.

Ouir final session for 2022 is Thursday 15th of
December with our end of year party planned
for Friday 16th of December, here’s hoping
the weather isn’t wet for the third year in a
row! We will also be saying goodbye to Tahlia
Huggins and her Mum, Amy at the end of the
year. Have a fantastic time at school Tahlia!
Amy, you have been such a huge part of
Playcentre we will be so sad to see you go!
If you’ve been considering coming along
to a session to see what Playcentre is like,
feel free to pop in on a Tuesday or Thursday
morning, we’d love to show you around.
Our 2023 sessions begin Tuesday 31st of
January.

We’d like to wish all of you a wonderful and
safe festive season and a big thank you to
everyone who has supported our great little
playcentre throughout the year. We are so
appreciative.

e o e =R
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Walk Jack’s Point Timaru
16 November: It was nice finding a new walking track
with the help of the ladies in Timaru.

Treated ourselves to a nice lunch at Robert Harris cafe.

STOP BIRDS

hail, leaves, snow & vermin from
blocking & damaging your spouting

Quality materials: BHP Colorbond steel mesh with unique

patented louvre will even keep out pine needles. Will not

rust or sag with age or load. 10 year warranty, range of colours
Proven inAustralia & New Zealand over the last 15 years.

FOR SAFE, PURE DRINKING WATER

FROM YOUR ROOF.
NOW AVAILABLE : STAINLESS ETEEL MICRO MESH
Csum I cal

e &

Call Rohan anytime Mon-Sat for
a no-obligation asessment & quote
03 982 8850 0800 486532 www.gumleaf.co.nz

Work Wanted

Part or full time work on a farm in the Mayfield -
Mt Somers area for semi-retired farm worker.
Experience with stock work, sheep and
beef mostly, but has reared calves
and worked with pigs and deer.
Experienced with fencing, water supply
and general farm maintenance.

Ideal for farm-minding while you take a break.

Contact John on 0210 246 1321 or 03 3036 144 o
4

All Walk photos
courtesy of
Sanae Hydes

Contact Ben Walls for all your
contracting needs

027 436 9133

ben.walls@quigleycontracting.co.nz

Quigley ®® @

CONTRACTING

www.quigleycontracting.co.nz
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Mayfield St John

[0 Are you ready to make a difference in your
Community?

[l Want an immensely rewarding volunteer role?

Mayfield Station is looking for keen candidates to join us as an
Ambulance and Events volunteer where you will provide an
invaluable service. Our ambulance service is internationally
respected both for its scope of activities and clinical excellence
and our first aid support at events throughout New Zealand is
highly valued.

What do you need to be a volunteer?

[0 Hold a full and clean NZ Driver’s Licence for at least 12
months or have completed an approved NZTA advanced
driving course (if held for less than 12 months)

[1 Beolderthan 18 and able to pass the St John assessment
requirements (physical, interview, literacy/numeracy test)

[l Abletocommitto regular duties and ongoing training and
courses funded by St John.

You will have a desire to help people in a compassionate and
professional way, embracing the diversity our communities offer,
be committed to continuous learning and training and display St
John’s core values. Without question you will be trustworthy and
reliable, be able to display excellent communication skills (written
and oral), great time management and be computer literate.

What benefits do you get as a St John volunteer?

[0 Beenrolledintothe new National Certificate in Emergency
Care (First Responder)

[0 Have the opportunity to later progress toward gaining the
National Diploma in Ambulance Practice or a Bachelor of
Health Science (Paramedicine)

[0 Reimbursement of expenses related to volunteering for
St John

[0 Opportunity to work in a strong team environment
alongside other skilled professional within your community

[0 Gain leadership skills and improve your communication
skills through dealing with a broad range of people in
diverse situations

[l Expect every shift to be different from the other and be
challenged every time you are on the road or at an event

[0 Grow personally with the challenges you encounter

[0 Become a member of one of New Zealand’s most trusted
brands and,;

[ Gain member benefits such as automatic membership
of St John Supporter Scheme, and discounts at national

and local retailers %

StJohn
Here for Life

Drop in to visit us or pop on to our website at

www.join.stjohn.org.nz.

ISSUE SEVENTY ONE

THE NOR'WESTER

Jo Luxton
MP for Rangitata

033391030
RangitataMP@parliament.govt.nz

Office hours:
Monday-Friday, 9.30am-2.30pm

75 Harrison Street, Ashburton
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5t John
Hese for Life

 Learning new skills and giving semething valuable back
o your community.

For more information
visit stjohn.org.nz
“or call 0800 ST JOHN (0800 785 646)
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YOU'RE INVITED TO
PANTHERS ROCK

. PARTY

'9 - LIVE MUSIC

- FACE PAINTING ;
"DRINK DEALS Just a Reminder. . .....
A VISIT FROM SANTA The Ashburton District Council has agreed
to reinstate a place on their website for the
FRIDAY 23RD DECEMBER local area papers such as the Nor’Wester
FROM 4PM AT PANTHERS to be featured each month. So anyone can
ROCK IN MAYFIELD log on and view the current or past editions

in glorious technicolour starting with the

September 2022 issue.
FREE EVENT And the link to get you there is:
https://www.ashburtondc.govt.

nz/community-facilities

Scroll down to:
Ashburton Community Directory

and you will find the Nor’Wester on the right.

Isn’t that just great ! ! ! !

Editor
) JPs in the Foothills Area
ﬁ:ff | Mayfield
Loby- ) Jannet Cross 0274 347 958
-.,nﬂ_ “g g'ﬁ: h Pauline Hewson.03 3036 397.
AN 12:'5 ‘t}{‘; Grant Early.0215 141 56
N Alistair Morrison. 0276 024 927
S
' Mt Somers

Robert Schikker.0211 866 107.

Anne Marie Allan.0272 843 013.

Anne Parnham. 0277 676 056.

Wendy Millichamp.027 459 1277.
_&H_[g!ff} Springburn

Robert Withers.0273 030 138.
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