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The

News
Bringing you the News from Carew in the south to Alford Forest in the north and all places in between.

November 2023
Issue Eighty One

Foothil
ls

MT SOMERS FOOTHILLS
MUSEUM 

Requesting a donation:
Fund a Pile @ $160.00 a pile.

Support the museum in relocating the Dental Clinic 
(murder house) at the school to the museum site at the 
domain, by giving a donation which would buy one pile 
to support the building at its new site.
Also, by getting the building operational. i.e. Steps, ramp, 
power etc to be built to connect to existing building.
Keeping the local history of buildings and people and 
businesses in the area. 
In return we will acknowledge the support given and put 
your name on a pile before placement of building.
We are a small group of local volunteers, and any 
donation would be appreciated as this is just one stage of 
the improvements we are hoping to implement.
Bank account name and number:
Foothills Historical Committee	
# 11-7816-0010537-11
Please include your name in Reference field
Contact information:
mtsomersfoothillsmuseum@gmail.com
Wendy Grigg: President          Margaret Cook: Secretary
	

A COMMENT:
The world it appears will never and has never been at peace. It is of 
course a tragedy, a waste of lives and resources, mankind has fought 
at wars perhaps on and off for as long as the human race has existed. 
Currently our attention has been directed away from the Russian 
Ukraine conflict to the Middle East conflict. What a disaster that the 
Jewish folk and the Palestinians haven’t learnt how to live together 
in harmony. Why this disharmony leading to brutal fighting has 
continued ever since the Jewish community was directed to this land 
following the 2nd WW. 
I have tried to have some understanding of the problem, a problem 
which I would have to conclude is well beyond my understanding. 
This country is Palestine although the Jews would like it to be Israel.
It has been occupied by Arab people, but from 1923 it came under 
British control at the same time the Jewish tribe had a yearning 
that this land was Israel with Jerusalem being their spiritual home. 
During and following the 2nd World War Jews in a search for safety 
were making their way to this land, which they believed they owned 
of right, they were at that time able to settle there in peace and 
safety. Come May 1948 the British mandate was to end, while the 
British had similar ideas the United States under President Truman 
decided to recognize Israel as a state. In 1947 the United Nations 
recommended the partition of Palestine into a Jewish state and an 
Arab state. One wonders to what extent the people of Palestine (the 
Arabs) were consulted. Following these eruptions or interventions 
by world leaders almost at once war was threatened. While originally 
the Jewish tribe was awarded a certain area as time has moved on 
that area has increased considerably, taken from the Arab occupancy. 
There never was a state of Palestine, this land was occupied in 
ancient times by nomadic tribes of Arab countries. Following the 
withdraw of British rule in 1948 the area was ruled jointly by Jordan 
and Egypt, Israel became a state although having to defend itself it 
was successful in developing land and industry plus building barriers 
(fences) for protection. 
The long-term future certainly is uncertain, the Hamas who occupy 
the Gaza Strip are determined to annihilate the Jewish population, 
and the Israel’s are determined to annihilate the Hamas. Both sides 
appear to have at their disposal well-advanced weapons of war. 

The population at present time Israel’s (Jewish) 7,181 million, 
Palestinian (Arab) 2,614 million, from historic figures it appears the 
area has been populated to some degree by Jewish folk for a very 
long time.

In today’s Press that is Wednesday October 25, there is an interesting 
article written by Ben Kepes headed “The Bleak reality that shapes 
the Jewish people.” A Jew himself he writes as to how fortunate he 
is to be born a New Zealander and was able to grow up in the most 
beautiful place in the world. Ben states how the Jewish people have 
existed for thousands of years. For most of that time have had no 
country of their own and hence have lived across the four corners of 
the earth. To quote:
“And so, we have overwhelmingly been an “other”. Guests in other 
countries at the mercy of our hosts and neighbours. Maybe tolerated, 
maybe assimilated, maybe the butt of jokes but still, at some level, an 
other.” end of quote. continued on page 5 
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Over 30 years experience servicing
and supporting the local community

Mob 027 433 8003O�ce  308 8479 

Web  www.gdc.net.nz  Email  o�ce@gdcgroup.nz
Free Phone 0800 432 583 (GDC LTD)

2 Fords Road, Ashburton  • 106 Hilton Highway, Timaru

Earthworks
• Any type of Earthmoving

Laneways
• Lime capping

Ploughing
• Cable + Waterpipe Installation

Directional Drilling
• Trenchless Technology

Utility Detection Services
• Find it �rst

Demolition
• Residential and Commercial

Call us today for an obligation free quote.
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Kia ora, Talofa, Mālō e lelei, Namaste, Ni Hao, 
Bula, Hola, and Namaste - greetings everyone.

Term 4 is well underway and the EOTC adventures have begun! Last week, Te 
Puketai Rua, our Year 4 and 5 class had 2 days and a night at the Raincliff Scout 
Camp near Pleasant Point. Their teacher, Ryan Greenslade planned amazing 
activities and challenges for these lucky tamariki. For some, these activities 
were very challenging, while for others they were just good fun! It is always 
great to see new relationships develop, new leaders stand up, independence 
grow, students overcoming fears, ranging from a fear of heights, sleeping away 
from home and eating food that someone else other than mum or dad has 
prepared. Everyone returned home from camp tired but with a real feeling 
of accomplishment. A big thanks goes out to Ryan, parents and staff who 
not only made this camp happen, but who made it fun for all -  a huge nga 
mihi nui, thank you for your time and enthusiasm at camp. In week 5, our 
Ruapuna class (year 6 - 8) are off to Waipara Adventure Centre in Amberley 
for 3 days. Their teachers, Mrs Kate Moore and Miss Alana McConnell have 
planned a lot of fun for them including rafting, tree climbing, a giant swing, 
outdoor cooking and abseiling. They will also be going on a river walk and 
swimming in the water hole - fun, challenging and exciting experiences for 
both the children and adults who will attend! In week 7, our 3 junior classes 
are having a couple of days going on adventures to the Orari Farmyard and 
into Caroline Bay in Timaru with Miss Cory Blackburn, Mrs Alana Turnbull 
and Mrs Amy Wynn. The older juniors will also sleepover in their classroom 
on Thursday night. These couple of fun days and the sleepover will provide 
an opportunity for our tamariki to develop leadership skills, form new 
friendships, take on new challenges, and gain outdoor experience in a safe 
environment and have fun! 
We have been preparing for the inter-school Athletics which would have 
already happened by the time this goes to print. These will take place at Hinds 
School and involve Mayfield, Hinds, Mt Somers Springburn and Longbeach 
Schools.  This day involves all children in the school from New Entrants to 
Year 8. The children rotate around a range of different Athletics activities in 
a group with all the children in their age group across the four schools. In 
the afternoon relays and races are run. All whanau are very welcome to come 
and watch for all or some of the day.
This coming Sunday the CPPA (Canterbury Primary Principal Association) 
will descend on Methven for a couple of days for the annual principals 
conference. As part of this, schools from the Ōpuke Kahui Ako have made a 
combined schools kapa haka group and some children from our school will 
be joining us to welcome tumuaki/principals from across the region. Tamariki 
from Mayfield, Methven, Our Lady of the Snows, Chertsey and Mt Somers 
schools have had a couple of practises leading up to this event and are now 
ready to go. I  would like to congratulate all of the learners who are members 
of this group. A special acknowledgement to Whaea Nin for her hard work 
with teaching the group and coordinating between the schools and the group 
and to Miss Jane McCulloch for her continued assistance with logistics. It 
is a real pleasure to be part of a Kahui Ako that works so hard to achieve so 
much together - this is what education is all about!
New Enrolments
Here at Mayfield School we welcome all visitors and anyone wishing to enrol 
their children. We also welcome children of any age to be pre-enrolled.  If 
you would like your child to attend our wonderful school please pop in to 
see me or email me at principal@mayfieldschool.nz or phone 03 3036214
We would love to welcome you here. Nga mihi mahana kia koutou - warm 
greetings.                                               Aroha Stewart (Tumuaki/Principal)
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In the world of real estate, finding an agent you can truly rely on is essential. Someone who embodies honesty, reliability, 
integrity, and trustworthiness coupled with a hands-on approach. Look no further than our esteemed real estate agent, 
Jeff Donaldson.

Market knowledge is key to making informed decisions.

Contact Jeff Donaldson today for a confidential chat around your next move. 

Your rural and lifestyle specialist. 

Jeff Donaldson 
Rural & Lifestyle Sales Consultant 

M 027 265 1290  |  E jeff.donaldson@pggwrightson.co.nz

Jeff Donaldson

Call Jeff Today!

www.pggwre.co.nz PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under the REAA 2008.

Check out my Facebook Page for all my latest listings www.facebook.com/JeffDonaldsonPGGWRE/
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We will be in the area soon and are taking bookings.
Contact Rob Palmer

Telephone 027 217 5577

WORK WANTED
17 year old girl looking for farm work
until December early January in and 
around Mt Somers.  Prefer beef and 

sheep but will consider anything.
Please txt or ph Julia 022 0981922

Ben writes, given the arc of time, our welcome wherever we are has 
historically always run out. Jews have shared memory, engrained 
into their DNA, that comes from the collective trauma of thousands 
of years of persecution. Quite literally, Jews are painfully aware that 
a significant proportion of the world wants to kill them.
There are 15 million Jews in the world, and most will know of 
someone whose family member or neighbour was killed or taken 
hostage. Jews have always felt to be part of a tribe. A tribe that has 
huge variances within it and many differences of opinion, but a 
tribe, nonetheless.
It has been reported that the charter of the Hamas suggests that until 
all Israel is annihilated, its work will not be done. 
For Jews, that isn’t simply a charter, it is a clear message that a group 
wishes every individual Jew to be dead. That is a wish that every 
Jew has been facing as a people since the dawn of time. As I guess 
you well know that others have attempted to annihilate the Jewish 
people and failed.

Until next time Denis  

A Comment continued from page 1

COMPUTERS
FIXED
FAST

FIRST TIME

144 Moore Street, Ashburton
www.mypc.nz
03 308 3400
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The Old Post Office Library

Steady As You Go (SAYGO)
You could save yourself from a fall by attending SAYGO classes.

SAYGO improves:
Balance & leg strength • Flexibility • General fitness & well-being
• Falls are the most common cause of injury in older people
• One third of people over 65 fall each year
• Half of people over 80 fall each year
• Designed for men and women
• Falls are not a natural part of ageing and are almost always
		 associated with weakened leg muscles and poor balance
So come and join us for an hour. Classes every Wednesday, 
Staveley Hall 2pm. For enquiries, phone Annette Syme 3030 803

Hello to all book readers and friends of the Mt Somers Library.

The bookshops are full of exciting new releases, probably 
because we are nearing Christmas again. The new books 
appearing on the shelves this month are a real mixture and 
I hope there is something for everyone.

I have already read one……
‘The Princess, a life story’ by Wendy Holden. This author 
has also written ‘The Duchess’ about Wallis Simpson, and 
‘The Governess’ about the Queen and Princess Margaret’s 
governess. Both books are excellent and have been very 
popular. 

Her latest book ‘The Princess’ has had quite an impact on 
me. I thought I knew enough about Lady Di but I got a very 
different view of her through these pages. The author has 
captured her unique personality and her desperation for 
love, brilliantly. And her difficulties with trying to fit into a royal 
family renown  for their reserve and inability to adopt a free 
and easy atmosphere within their ranks. 

I felt truly sorry for her….. heartbreaking really, and it all ended 
so tragically…… perhaps it would have done so anyway. 
A very easy read, and has many layers: a light silly love 
story which  could have been one of her grandmother’s tales 
(Barbara Cartland), right down to  a very sad tale of a stuffy 
formal royal family crushing a free spirit who just loved to be 
‘blowing in the wind’                  Highly recommended.

Emma Donahue, another favourite author has ‘Learned by 
Heart’ just out.
It is the tale of Eliza Raine and her best friend at boarding 
school in 1804. Her best friend was none other than Anne 
Lister. 
A TV series called Gentleman Jack was all about Anne Lister, 
and her amazing life, which was considered to be scandalous 
in those times. A very popular series with Miss Lister striding 
her way through the early 1800s in her flowing black capes, 
top hat, and big boots. She was quite the entrepreneur, 
business woman and wealthy landowner . She had many 
female relationships and the first of these was her love affair 
with Eliza Raine. This book is historical fiction based on fact, 
in the hands of one very capable author. I look forward to it.

‘A Canoe before the Wind’ by Vitale Lafaele. This true story 
is about a young Samoan boy who arrived in NZ with his 
immigrant family, in the era of dawn raids, racism, and 
bullying at school. However he rose through this shaky start 
to become one of the few civilians to pass NZ’s elite SAS 
selection process. After 7 years in the army, he went on to 
become one of NZ’s most distinguished policemen.
From high-profile hostage situations to surviving a life 
changing stroke, this is truly  inspiring non-fiction.

‘Soldier Sailor’ by Claire Kilroy.
I quote: . ‘Compelling, mundane and funny, this tale is about 
the life -and- death business of being a mother and is a huge 
small book. This is a scorching read’…..Anne Enright.
From Sebastian Barry….. ‘every women on earth will identify 
with this book. Every man will learn something urgent to his 
betterment’
Need I say more??

‘ The Half Moon’ by Mary Beth Keane.
She also wrote ‘Ask Again, Yes’…very popular library book
A blizzard hits Jess and Malcolm’s upstate New York town 
on the same day Malcolm learns some shocking news about 
Jess. And a regular at his bar goes missing, and everyone 
is frozen in place for a single pivotal week. ‘The Half Moon’ 
carefully explores their marriage in crisis …….

‘The Italian Ballerina’ by Kristy Cameron
Another historical fiction based on fact… an easy and 
interesting way to learn history.
Set in 2 time lines, but of course they are connected.
1943 Rome…..with the Nazi regime occupying the streets 
of Rome, a British ballerina is stranded and seeks refuge 
in a hospital on Tiber Island. She then  learns of the deadly 
sickness sweeping through the quarantine wards (a fake 
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• • 
• • Underpasses
• • Irrigation Mainline Installation
•  • Project Management
• • 
• • Driveways

 

  
 
 
 

  

027 648 6856
ricky@fertsolutions.co.nz

RICKY TAYLOR

www.fertsolutions.co.nz

Liquid
Granule
Lime

Fertil i l iser
Spreading
Specialists

disease known only as Syndrome K) and she is drawn into 
one of the greatest cons in history.
Based on true accounts of the invented Syndrome K 
sickness, this book journeys from the beaches of Salerno to 
the London ballet stage. 

‘The Drowning Woman’ by Robyn Harding.
This is a ‘masterpiece;  double meaning, and carefully placed 
clues.’……
And Audrey Audrain, bestselling author of ‘The Push’ says…
’a dark and wild ride of redemption, betrayal and friendship 
between two complex women caught in a tangle of secrets’
This definitely sounds like a crime or thriller read.

Get reading everyone before this crazy life gets even 
crazier…. December looms!!
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Book of the Month –
Mt Somers Library
Title: ‘Unexpected New Zealand’
Author: Peter Janssen
Publication year: 2021

A review by Elles Smallegoor

If you feel you’ve seen most of the well-known spots in 
this country and would like to discover something new 
during your domestic travels, perhaps Peter Janssen’s 
‘Unexpected New Zealand: The Weirdest and Most 
Amazing Places to Visit off the Beaten Track in New 
Zealand’ is a book worth borrowing from the library. 

The chapters are divided by region and, starting with 
Northland and ending in Southland, Janssen offers on 
average about 10 different sights to visit per region, 
making sure he covers various interests: history, nature, 
culture, literature, science, engineering, art, immigration, 
and more. Pretty much every single one of the 237 pages 
of the book is accompanied by beautiful photographs, 
which makes this a very rewarding and entertaining read. 

A glossary at the back explains Kiwi/Maori words that 
are likely unknown to foreign tourists, such as “hokey 
pokey” and “whanau” (p. 238).

Janssen indicates that “many of the places are well known 
locally but are unknown to a visitor who is frequently 
short on time” (p. 7). So, for us (mostly) mid-Cantabrians, 
the sections on Lake Heron and Lake Clearwater, the 
Blackburn Mine in Mt Somers and the Temuka pottery 
(p. 174-176) may be less interesting. 

But there is something for everyone to discover. I was 
amazed by the story told by Janssen in the Waikato/King 
Country chapter about the Te Kauwhata World War 1 
reparation wine cask: “At the Treaty of Versailles, the 
Prime Minister of New Zealand William Massey had 
hoped to receive 10 million pounds, but ended up with 
just 500,000 pounds, a collection of captured field guns 
and 136,000 litres of German wine. Five of the casks 
were sent to the research station at Te Kauwhata to be 
bottled or blended with local wine and the casks were 
then used for storing wine until 1994. […] In 2001 the 
empty and rotten barrels were offered to the local Lions 
Club for sale as firewood. Fortunately, the club had a 
much smarter idea and pulling the casks apart, used the 
best of the original timber to build a single good barrel 
which is on display today by the car park” (of Invivo 
Wines). (p. 55). 

This is a book that is perfect for those who like short reads. 
You just pick it up, select a region or chapter and simply 
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Cross 
Contracting Ltd

Experienced operators with over 
45 years local knowledge

For all your digging requirements

Phone Ron
021 347 958 or 303 6067

•	 Stock	water	race	cleaning
•	 Irrigation	race	cleaning
•	 Disposable	pits
•	 Soak	Pit	•	Trenches
•	 Gorse	fence	&	shelter	belt	removal
•	 Irrigation	mainline	trenching
•	 Shingle	screening	bucket

•	 Tip	truck	hire
•	 Tree	stump	removal	&	root	raking
•	 Operating	three	diggers
•	 On	farm	shingling	–	laneways,	
stockyards,	water	troughs

•	 Pipe	line	installation	&	repairs
•	 Cow	lane	cleaning

Proudly supporting the Mayfield Show

20
03

06
9

Grader and 20 ton digger available on request

Rifleman Pest Control 
FARMS WANTED!!!!!!!!!!!

 Providing a free service from Mayfield to 
Methven that’s carried out by a local farmer. 

References available.
All carcasses utilised.

I collect all animals shot and also provide 
other services like possum trapping and

larger game animal control.

Text/Call Laurie Aitken
027 3143 491

riflemannz@gmail.com

2-3 hares eat the
equivalant of 1 stock 

unit and reproduce up 
to 10 young each year.
Night shooting is the 

most effective method 
of control.

browse or read a page or two while looking 
at the pictures. Fun facts and surprising finds 
guaranteed. And, if you are planning a New 
Zealand road trip, grab a pen: Janssen’s book 
ensures there are plenty of detours to jot down!

JPs in the
Foothills Area

Mayfield
	 Jannet Cross 0274 347 958
	 Pauline Hewson.03 3036 397.
	 Grant Early.0215 141 56
	 Alistair Morrison. 0276 024 927
Mt Somers
	 Robert Schikker.0211 866 107.
	 Anne Marie Allan.0272 843 013.
	 Anne Parnham. 0277 676 056.
	 Wendy Millichamp.027 459 1277.
Springburn
	 Robert Withers.0273 030 138.
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FORAGE  
HARVESTING
Complete forage harvesting 
service. Mow, rake, chop,  
cart, stack & weighbridge

MAIZE
Talk to us about  
buying/selling maize

WINDROWING
MacDon tractor units
Variety of Mower,  
Auger & Draper fronts

Ph Donald 027 279 8704    Ph Robert 027 304 8837
www.donaldlovewindrowing.co.nz

SERVICES
n  Cultivation

n  Reversable ploughing

n  Sumo trio

n  Heva discs & rollers

n  8.5m Sunflower cultivator

n  6m leveller

n  6m Allen Drill, direct & 
conventional, seed & fert

n  6m Vaderstad Tempo fodder 
beet & Maize drill, fert

n  6m Horsch Pronto DC drill  
- seed & insecticide boxes for 
cultivated ground.

BALING
n  4x3, 3x3 square bales

n  Round bales

n  Mow, mow-condition

n  Tedder, rake, bale, tube  
& individually wrap & cart

STRAW & 
BALEAGE SUPPLY 

Contact us for Customised 
Deals for straw delivered at 
harvest time so you can get 
the best quality straw at 
very competitive prices

Contracting&Formerly
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THE MID
CANTERBURY 
CONNECTOR

Find us on facebook -
Mid Canterbury Connector

Community Transport Service
•	 Need	 to	 get	 into	 Ashburton	 Township	 from	

around	the	District?
•	 Got	no	transport?		Don’t	drive	anymore?
•	 Give	us	a	call	at	the	Connector	–	

phone 03 928 8164
•	 We	 operate	 Monday	 to	 Friday	 between	

9am	to	4.30pm,	on	demand	for	you
•	 Door	to	door	service
•	 Friendly,	volunteer	drivers
•	 Reasonable	rates

New member Kane Brown, being inducted at the 
October tea meeting Mayfield and Districts Lions.

In the photo from left to right Ron Cross, Kane 
Brown, Neil Blake and President John Rushton.

Mt Somers Springburn School prepared and served 
dinner as a fund raiser for their trip to Wellington.
Also in the photo is  Mayfield and Districts Lions 

President John Rushton.

Mayfield and Districts 
Lions Report
October Meeting 

Nor’Wester Newsletter
is published by the
Mt Somers District
Citizens Association.

Editor: Jeremy Hunter
8 Bruces Road,
Mt Somers, RD1,
Ashburton 7771
Telephone: 03 3039 722 
Email:  graphic@netaccess.co.nz

DEADLINE DATE FOR DECEMBER ISSUE
ISSUE	 DEADLINE	 DELIVERY
December 2023	 25 November	 30 November

Work Wanted
Part or full time work on a farm in the Mayfield - 

Mt Somers area for semi-retired farm worker.
Experience with stock work, sheep and

beef mostly, but has reared calves
and worked with pigs and deer.

Experienced with fencing, water supply
and general farm maintenance.

Ideal for farm-minding while you take a break.
Contact John on 0210 246 1321 or 03 3036 144
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What makes a good mentor? Someone who is patient, calm, 
empathetic, has a sense of humour and doesn’t panic. What 
makes a great mentor?? Someone with all those qualities, 
but also gets good support, great training and volunteers 
with our programme.
We have great mentors. They have all of these qualities in 
abundance. They care about their students and they take 
great pride in turning out safe and confident drivers. They 
delight in the fact that they make a lasting difference to the 
lives of their students, and often form lasting friendships. We 
feel privileged to have these volunteers helping our learner 
drivers. It is very rewarding to sit in the back seat of a driving 
test and see their student perform a perfect test. It’s really 
good to sit in the back seat of a professional driving lesson. 
Many mentors have commented on how their own driving 
has improved since sitting in on a professional lesson. Our 
instructors Allan Baird and David Leadley are very good. It’s 
under their guidance that we achieve our first time pass rate 
of close to 90%.  That’s well above national average and is 
a testament to the fantastic mentors and driving instructors. 
We are very lucky.
What we are seeing now is our ladies wanting to give back to 
the programme. We have five new mentors who have been 
through our programme and now want to help others. We also 
have a friend of one of our past students putting his hand up 
to mentor a new student. This is great because they recognise 
the benefits of getting a license. They realise that they may 
not have gotten their license without this programme. They 
may not have found jobs without a license, and they may not 
have met new friends and built up their self-confidence. Now 
they want to help other newcomers to succeed like they have.
So what’s in it for our mentors? They get to meet new people, 
make new friends, pass on skills, improve their own driving, 
learn about a different culture, try new foods, revel in the 
satisfaction of a job well done, all while making a difference 
to the life of a newcomer. It’s a win-win situation
for all involved.

Safer Mid-Canterbury  If you would like to be part 
of this amazing programme, 
either as a student, driving 
mentor or to volunteer in 
other ways, we would love 
to hear from you. Please 
contact Wendy Hewitt on 
027 611 3301 or wendy.
hewitt@safer.org.nz
We are also on Facebook, 
just search for the Mid 
Canterbury Rural Driver 
Licensing Scheme.
 
The Mid Canterbury Rural 
Driver Licensing Scheme 
is proudly sponsored by 
Waka Kotahi, The Lotteries 
Commiss ion ,  Advance 

Zabeena Bibi (Mentor) and
Meena Joey (Student).

Ashburton Community Foundation, Ashburton District 
Council, The Lion Foundation, COGs, Community Trust Mid 
& South Canterbury and The Mid Canterbury Rural Support 
Trust.

Wendy Hewitt
Rural Licensing Co-Ordinator
Safer Mid Canterbury
255 Moore Street, Ashburton 7700
Ph: 027 611 3301
wendy.hewitt@safer.org.nz
 
Office hours -  Monday to Friday 8.30 am to 4.30 pm
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Have your say on the draft Biodiversity Strategy. 
ashburtondc.govt.nz/haveyoursay

Our 
Natural 
Place
DRAFT BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY
We all want to live in a place where the 
natural environment is looked after, but 
in many places, our native birds, bugs, 
plants and trees are under threat. 

We have been working with environmental 
groups, Manawhenua, landowners and 
others on a new plan for protecting Mid 
Canterbury’s biodiversity for our future 
generations. 

We want to build on the good work 
that’s already been done, from our 

Feedback closes  
Sunday 26 November

local ecological groups who spend their 
weekends planting trees, to the farmers 
who plant riparian margins and protect 
their wetlands.

Success will require all parts of the 
community to work together, so we need 
your feedback!
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Ashburton Forks Storage Units
9 and 6 metre deep units with Extra Height

to accommodate Boats, Motorhomes, Caravans etc.
24/7 monitored security. Power and lights in each unit.

To check availablity contact
Daisy on 03 3030 802
or message 021 212 3181

LIMITED 
SPACES

1807 Ashburton Staveley Rd
(AshForksEngineering)

Check out our webpage
storage-ashforks.co.nz/home/

º

Permanent & Temporary Staff Solutions

Email: donna@agstaff.co.nz | Phone: 021 502 484

Factory Workers
Rouging Gangs
Farm Assistants
Tractor Drivers

Labourers
Truck Drivers
Farm Assistants
and more...

IF YOU NEED STAFF, WE CAN HELP

Mayfield Playcentre
It’s great to be back at Playcentre for term 4, we 
are all enjoying the warmer weather and more 
opportunity for outside play! 

We have some fun things happening this 
term, including a trip to Peel Forest and music 
sessions. 
We recently had our center AGM, where we 
plan all the exciting things coming up for the rest 
of this year, and next. Keep your eyes out for 
our upcoming fundraiser to win Christmas! This 
will be a great opportunity to support Mayfield 
Playcentre and for the winner, have a lot of 
Christmas stresses taken care of. 
We have been embracing spring and have been 
getting our gardens ready for planting, including 
some giant veges to enter into the Mayfield A&P 
show next year. 
The parents and tamariki alike have been 
enjoying more sun and warmth, the kids have 
been getting out the hose in the sandpit, as well 
as ‘painting’ outside with colored water, and of 
course messy play with slime and bubbles. 
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Mayfield Transport Ltd requires an Experienced Class 5 Livestock Driver

MTL provides:
*Excellent hourly pay rate 
*Uniform and protective clothing
*Work phone
*Modern fleet
*Top working conditions
*Assistance in finding accommodation if relocating
*Rostered time off
*Loyal Clientele with solid working hours
*Be part of small friendly progressive country transport team
The successful applicant will need the following attributes 
*Exceptional stock sense and handling ability
*Be fit, healthy, punctual, reliable, have a strong work ethic
 and have the ability to work flexible hours.
*Health and safety and wellbeing focused with HSAW act 2016 knowledge
*Motivated to deliver top quality service to our customers
 and have excellent communication skills
*Self - motivated, shows initiative and who can work independently
 as well as being and excellent team player with a positive attitude.
*Complete phone app and paperwork in a prompt and tidy manner 
Applicants for this position must have NZ residency or a valid NZ work visa. 

Please email CV with two References to:
trucky@mtrans.nz or contact Andrew Carr on 027 470 1067

Your Local 
Rural & 

Lifestyle 
Specialist

Proud to be local and investing back into the community.

Greg Jopson Rural/Lifestyle Sales Consultant

M 027 447 4382  E gregj@pb.co.nz

Considering selling or buying?
Contact Greg today for experience and a focus 
on achieving a successful result. 

pb.co.nz
Licensed REAA 2008

PB069540

We have sessions Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays 9-12 throughout the school term 
and welcome any visitors to come and check out 
what we are up to! 
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Free Life-Story Service
Absolutely everyone has a story worth telling and 
for those facing the end of their life, Hospice Mid 
Canterbury (HMC) offers a free service with a trained 
biographer to ensure their stories are not lost.

While sharing your own story may seem like blowing 
your own trumpet  - something Kiwis abhor – HMC 
believes everyone deserves the opportunity to reflect 
on the events of their life. Christine Wilson, who leads 
the HMC biography team, says: “The retelling of the 
stories has a therapeutic element and that can be just 
as important as the biography itself.” Life stories give 
clients a chance to look back on their life and reflect 
on the various people and events that shaped it. It is 
also an opportunity to record family history for future 
generations. 

Telling your life story may sound daunting, but the 
process is quite straightforward and enjoyable for 
both the client and the biographer. A biographer will 
go into the home, usually once a week, for an hour or 
so, to record the client’s stories and then type them 
up. Some biographies are completed in a few weeks, 
while others take longer.  Photos can also be added to 
illustrate and enhance the story. 

Christine Wilson says: “One of the most precious 
legacies a person can leave is the story of their life. Our 
biographers consider it a real privilege to help clients 
get their memories and stories down.” 

If you or someone you care about has a life limiting 
illness and would like to have their life story recorded 
or any other support, contact us on 307 8387, or 027 
227 8387 or email manager@hospicemc.nz .
See also our website www.hospicemc.nz  and look 
for Hospice Mid Canterbury on our facebook and 
Instagram pages. 
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Painter Available

Ph 0279 624 841 or 03 693 9803

Spruce up and protect your
property with a coat of paint! 

Interiors, exteriors, roofs
and weatherboards. 

Pressure washing, airless spraying, 
and a first-rate finish.

Friendly, professional service, good 
rates, excellent local references.

Call Wolffie for a free quote.
Distance no problem.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Servicing Mayfield, Mt Somers, Hinds and South 

Canterbury. 
 

Independent and locally owned.  
Large and small animals. 

Delivery service for all farm supplies. 
 

Cnr Woodbury / Main North Rds, GERALDINE  
Phone 03 6939060, email 
www.gatewayvets.co.nz 

 
 

24 HOUR ON-CALL 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
Phone: (03) 693 9060 

 

Cnr Woodbury / Main North Rds, GERALDINE
Phone: 03 693 9060

Email: clinic@gatewayvets.co.nz

MAYFIELD SPRAYING LTD

Tony 027 248 7045
mayfieldspraying@gmail.com

SPRAYING LTD

For all your agricultural spraying and 
liquid fertiliser needs with competitive 

rates phone Tony today.

Family
owned & 
operated

24
62

51
7

Mayfield Playcentre Continued
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- STOCK  

- BULK & GENERAL FREIGHT 

- BLOWER TRUCK 

- FERTILISER SPREADING 

- PUBLIC WEIGHBRIDGE  

- RAVENSDOWN STORE MAYFIELD  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ph: (03) 303 6102 Mayfield  
Ph: 0800 MTRANS (687267) 
 Email: office@mtrans.nz 

74 MAYFIELD KLONDYKE ROAD, MAYFIELD, ASHBURTON 7778 

Contact Ben Walls for all your
contracting needs

027 436 9133
ben.walls@quigleycontracting.co.nz

www.quigleycontracting.co.nz

Mt Somers Staveley 
Playcentre

Our centre is now back into the swing of things with 
Term 4 and it is sure to be a busy one with lots of fun 
to cram into the next seven weeks.  We have already 
had Loud Shirt Day, a social meal out to Panthers Rock 
for the mums, plenty of fun outside and are hoping to 
make it up to Willowbank Wildlife Reserve soon too.  
Before we know it we will be having our Christmas Party!
We waved goodbye to another five year old, Luca, and 
his family.  They have been a part of Playcentre for a 
long time and it is sad to see them go!  Have a wonderful 
time at school Luca with all the other ex-Playcentre 
children!  Yes, Playcentre is the perfect place for kids to 
meet and interact with others that they will then go on 
to attend school with, it certainly makes the transition 
easier!
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0274 225 464
www.jholdawaycontracting.com

FOR ALL YOUR SILAGE REQUIREMENTS
Forage Harvesting Silage Baling Chopped Silage-loader Wagons

GORSE 
SPRAYING

ROSS BROWN CONTRACTING LTD
Registered Chemical Applicator

with 26 years experience
0274819190

www.gorsespraying.co.nz
email:gorseman@hotmail.com

Registered Chemical Applicator
with 30 years experience

The recent holidays saw a chance to get into our storage 
shed and have a good look at our selection of outdoor 
toys.   Some things made the cut, others had seen 
much better days and some just needed a little TLC.  
It is now much easier for our tamariki to access all the 
fun bikes, trikes and other toys we have available, just 
in time for summer.
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MAYFIELD MT SOMERS ANGLICAN PARISH 
  What a day we had yesterday! We went up 
to Christchurch. I had to have some stitches 
removed after minor surgery the previous 
week. All went well. We were headed for 
home at a reasonable time, so I was 
reckoning on having some time in the garden. 
  The main south road was frenetic; cars, 
trucks, campervans, travelling both north and 
south. Then just before the turn onto the road 
that leads to Talleys, we had a puncture. 
Harvey pulled over, nearly completely off the 
tar seal. He just about took his life in hands 
getting out of the car, and he thinks the 
driver’s door has suffered somewhat from the 
slip stream from one of the big trucks. Those 
big truck and trailer units shift so much air 
that their passing was just about enough to 
sweep us off our feet. 
  We put the tyre changing in the too hard 
basket, and Harvey rang the A.A. What a 
drawn out and unsatisfactory process that 
was. Finally he asked the girl if she would 
mind looking up Newman’s number for him. 
She thankfully obliged and ten minutes later 
their truck arrived, the tyre changed and we 
were on our way home again, probably at 
least an hour later than we expected to arrive 
home. During all that time, not one vehicle 
stopped; they didn’t even slow down. 
  Over the years we have often stopped to 
offer help, on one occasion towing a vehicle 
from right out in the country somewhere, into 
Christchurch.  A number of years ago were 
travelling home from the south between 
Oamaru and Timaru, we stopped to change a 
lady’s tyre. She said she had been waiting for  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a considerable time for the A.A. and during 
that time, we were the only ones who had 
stopped. Harvey had just finished changing 
the tyre when with a lot of noise a bikey gang 
roared past, then slowed down, turned 
around and came back to see if they could 
help. But nobody stopped for us yesterday! 
   Recently the Gospel readings set down for 
Sunday worship have been based on Jesus 
new commandment to love one another, to 
help those who are in need of help. In this 
modern society of ours, has it become 
everybody for themselves or were we just 
unlucky that the caring souls were not on the 
Main South Road yesterday? 
 Blessings, Annette Eggleston 
 

From the Burial Register: Maureen F Pinfold 
 

ANGLICAN SERVICES 
Priest: Rev Annette Eggleston 

Holy Communion 
Nov 5      10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers  
Nov 19     10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers 
Dec 3      10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers  

 

CHRISTCHURCH CITY MISSION - MEAT & 
FOOD DONATIONS (especially meat) 

Please contact Harvey & Annette Eggleston 
on 3024 006 if you have donations  
 

PARISH CONTACTS 
Parish Priest - Rev Annette Eggleston  
Email: harann000@gmail.com 3024 006  
Church Warden – Pauline Hewson 3036 397  
Church Warden, Secretary / Treasurer  
- Marion Jacobson 027 3607 180  
Email: marion.i.jacobson@gmail.com 

NEWS FROM PLAINS PRESBYTERIAN PARISH 
Why Jesus stayed: 

‘He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke 
about the Kingdom of God.’ (Acts 1:v 3) 

A�er the resurrec�on Jesus remained on earth for 40 days 
before returning to heaven. During these days He appeared 
to His disciples a number of �mes. It is recorded that He 
appeared to them when they were together behind locked 
doors, and on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, He was also 
seen by 500 believers at the same �me, and no doubt there 
were many other appearances.  

One may well ask: why did Jesus stay for 40 days? One 
would have thought that following his ordeal on the cross 
He would have been eager to return to heaven. But no, He 
stayed 40 days here on earth with His beloved disciples. The 
disciples lived from day to day with the hope that at any 
moment Jesus would appear to them and give further proof 
that He was alive and to speak about the Kingdom of God. 

The whole plan of salva�on which Christ had worked out 
through his life, death and resurrec�on needed to be 
comprehended by the disciples so that they could con�nue 
His work. So He remained with them to speak with them of 
the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God.                             
(From daily Devotions written by Selwyn Hughs)  

Interim Moderator Rev Eric Mattock 
  Ph 307 7024 

 Parish Clerks, Annete Syme Ph 303 0803 
Liz Depree Ph 021889341 

Parish Contacts: 

Kevin Taylor ph  303 6392  
Kay King       ph  303 6033 
Website plainspresbyterian.co.nz 
Facebook.com/ PlainsPresbyterianParish 
WORSHIP SERVISES October 2023 
Sunday 5th Nov St Johns Methven 10.30 am 
 Rev Laurence Ennor. 
 Sunday 12th Nov  At All Saints  10.30  

 Rev Annete Eggleston 
Sunday 19th Nov St Johns Methven 10.30am  
Rev John Titlow   
Sunday 26th Nov Staveley 10.00 am Combined 
with St Johns leader Paster Paul Eden 
Sunday 3rd Dec St Johns Methven 10.30 am.             
Rev Laurence Ennor  
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Mt Somers Staveley Playcentre Continued
 We have been busy organising our Christmas 
Market for Sunday, 3rd December.  It is our first 
year doing this so we have our fingers crossed 
for an awesome turn out, beautiful weather and 
a fun time for all.  If a success we hope to be 
able to continue this each year as something 
nice for the whole community to enjoy.   Pop 
along to the Village Green on the first Sunday 
of December for craft stalls, food, a bouncy 
castle, horse and cart rides and even a car boot 
sale!  (If you would like to park up and have a 
miniature garage sale right from the boot of your 
vehicle, please email mtsomers.staveley@
playcentre.org.nz, we still have a few spaces 
available for $10 per car.)
 
As always, if you would like to come along and 
join in the fun at Mt Somers Staveley Playcentre, 
we are open Tuesdays and Thursdays 9am - 
12pm, 50 Pattons Road.  No obligation to enrol 
for the first three sessions, just come and see 
what we are all about.  Playcentre is a great way 
to meet other families in our wonderful Foothills 
community.Mt Somers Play 
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To find out more - scan the QR code,
visit join.stjohn.org.nz/volunteer-jobs or call 0800 ST JOHN

Apply online here

Needs more volunteers
Join us, it could change your life

Working with a dedicated team, learning new 
skills and giving something valuable back to your 
community, can be incredibly rewarding.
Being a Hato Hone St John Volunteer at events or 
on an ambulance could be just what you’re 
looking for. 

Mayfield

Mayfield Hato Hone St John
The Mayfield Hato Hone St John team will be at Christmas on the 
Green in Mt Somers, hosted by Mt Somers Staveley Play Centre, 
on 3 December.  Come and see us as we will be offering free 
blood pressure and blood sugar tests.  
Are you looking for a new challenge in the New Year?  Mayfield 
Hato Hone St John  are looking for more volunteers.  Volunteering 
is the heart of Hato Hone St John, with almost 10,000 people from 
a range of backgrounds and with a variety of ages volunteering 
across Aotearoa.  No matter your age or stage, you are already 
qualified to give something back and help you community!
Ambulance volunteers are trained to work as part of an emergency 
ambulance crew.  They respond to incidents and transport people 
to a medical facility.  There are many benefits of volunteering:

	You make a difference and contribute to your 
community

	Challenge yourself.
	Be more employable.
	Learn life skills and get new qualifications.
	Be part of a tightknit Hato Hone St John team.
	Meet like-minded people and make lifelong friend-

ships.
	Gain transferable skills like leadership, decision 

making and learning to perform under pressure.
	A sense of pride from being a volunteer.
	Save lives.

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer, please contact 
me or check out the Hato Hone St John website: join.stjohn.
org.nz                          Cushla Murdoch   0274312282

Linseed straw for sale.  
Rain damaged stock.  

Medium squares. $20 per bale 

 
Peastraw For Sale 

Conventional squares - $7.50 per bale.  
Available in 21 bale bundles only. 

Medium squares - $45.00 per bale. 

Pick up anytime or please enquire about 
delivery options. 

All prices exclude GST. 

Contact James Carr to order: 
Phone: 027 202 6110  
Email: james.carr@stradbrookfarms.co.nz
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PLUMBING & DRAINLAYING
CRAFTSMAN PLUMBER / REGISTERED DRAINLAYER

Phone: 03 693-8512 • Mobile: 0274 373 158
33 South Terrace, Geraldine

• NEW HOUSING
• REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
• ROOF REPAIRS
• RENOVATIONS

• DRAIN CLEANING
• LOGFIRE INSTALLATIONS
• CONCRETE CORING
• BACKFLOW TESTING

For a
first Rate job

call usMaster
Plumbers
Gasfitters
Drainlayers

ashburtoncranes2015@gmail.com

Registrations are 
essential, get your free 

tickets at rural-
support.org.nz/Time-Out-

Tour
Date:

Time:

Venue:

Tuesday November 28, 2023 

6.15 pm Doors open with a supper

7.00 pm Programme to start 

Ashburton Hotel, Racecourse Road, Ashburton

Matt Chisholm is back with his NEW TOUR

With the support of the Mid Canterbury Rural Support Trust 
and our proud partners, we have teamed up with Rural 
Mental Health Advocates Matt Chisholm, Jack Cocks, Tyler 
Langford and local NZCA Counsellor Anna Arrowsmith to 
bring you a panel discussion on tools that can be utilised to 
improve and maintain your mental health.

The Mid Canterbury Rural Support 
Trust presents – The Time Out 

Tour with Matt Chisholm!
Feel like you need a fun night out with other rural people?  
There are still tickets left for Matt Chisholm’s Time Out Tour, 
coming to the Ashburton Hotel on Tuesday November 28th.

Come along to the Mid Canterbury Rural Support Trusts Time 
Out Tour with Matt Chisholm on Tuesday November 28th at 
6.15pm. This is a FREE event and not to be missed. Doors 
open at 6.15pm with a supper and programme to start at 
7.00pm - we look forward to seeing you there.

Matt is going to direct a panel discussion between three 
engaging and interesting Panellists including Jack Cocks (an 
Otago High Country Farmer), Tyler Langford (Other half of 
the Yolo Farmer, and Farmer from Marlborough) and Anna 
Arrowsmith (Local counsellor and mental health advocate 
in Mid Canterbury)
You can expect to: 
•	 Hear about how Matt found a way through his
	 mental health challenges. 
•	 Hear about ways rural communities can support
	 each another. 
•	 Hear about what tools he uses to help manage his 	
	 anxiety and remain mentally fit for life. 
•	 Hear about what tools are out there and how we can help
	 other people struggling. 
•	 Prepare to be entertained along the way. 
•	 Catch up with rural people
	 in your community.

A big thank you to our partners 
BDO New Zealand, Bayleys Real 
Estate, Datamars Livestock NZ, 
Fonterra, Ministry for Primary 
Industries, and ANZ Aotearoa 
for supporting the RST to bring 
the Time Out Tour to regional 
New Zealand.
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Pet Day
Last month at Peel Forest Preschool we were lucky 
enough to combine our annual Pet Day with our 
friends at Carew Peel Forest School. Many of our pre-
school children have siblings that attend this school, 
so it made sense for us to make the trip over the river 
to join in.

The sun was shining, and we had an amazing time 
with all sorts of pets on show from lambs and calves 
to ducks and dogs. Our preschoolers brought their pets 
along with them to participate in the judging, costume 
competitions and the grand parade. Those with lambs 
or calves had a lot of fun with the drinking races as 
well as the leading competition, and we even had one 
of our children, Rupert, receive an award for his lamb, 
Chainsaw! Our children were also very interested in 
the pest control area of Pet Day where we looked at 
animals that are considered pests and discussed how 
they harm our environment and why they need to be 
eradicated. 
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Mayfield Community Pool
AGM

Will be held on Thursday 
30th November 2023 at 7.00pm

at Mayfield Pool. 
Everyone welcome and it’s always 

great to have some new faces. Come 
along  and see what’s happening to 

this fantastic community asset.

–

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

We are so fortunate to have a great relationship with 
Carew Peel Forest School as most of our preschoolers 
will transition there when they turn 5. It is a wonder-
ful school that shares our values around nature and the 
importance of a rural curriculum. It was also a great 
opportunity for our children to experience the school 
environment prior to their transition and catch up with 
old preschool pals. We would absolutely love to make 
this an annual excursion for our tamariki as everyone 
had a fantastic time. Huge thanks to Carew Peel Forest 
School for letting us join in!

Peel Forest Preschool is welcoming new families into 
our preschool community, and we encourage you to 
come and see our amazing wee spot! We are a commu-
nity-based centre that is licensed for 18 children and 
our opening hours are 8.30am – 3.15pm, Monday – 
Friday. Please get in touch with our manager Casey on 
(03) 696 3740 or email peelforestpreschool@gmail.
com 
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Multiple Dairy Assistant
Vacancies Across NZ

Apply Online: www.nzdairycareers.co.nz
Email: kathryn.haddow@nzdairycareers.co.nz
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   Automotive    Agricultural   Small Engine
 Cars    Tractors    Lawnmowers
 Utes    Machinery  Motorbikes
 4WD    Feed-out wagon   ATV

  Monthly special      Adblue 

Ecoblue 20 lts     now    $69.00

  New Builds      Lifestyle sheds 

Alterations          Renovations 

    Farm Buildings   General Maintenance 

Phone Thamis for all your building needs 

 022 354 6524 

heybrookbuilding@gmail.com 
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Mt Somers
Christmas Morning 

Tea
Wednesday 20th December 

10.30am
Kath Schikker’s place

Ashburton Gorge Road.
All Welcome

Bring a $5 gift for
Pass the Parcel 


