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To Whom it May Concern 

 

As a business owner and landlord of several properties in and surrounding the Commercial A zone of the 

CBD, namely the Triangle Precinct, I see a number of issues with parking and the proposed solutions. 

 

Firstly, the proposed carpark on West Street, is a positive solution to provide parking for primarily the 

Civic Centre staff, while it may pick up some users from SH 1 and residents from the West side of 

Ashburton, it is not going to ease the situation for anyone east of West Street. 

 

From my experience of owning a business in The Triangle, residing in the area and maybe most 

importantly, with the development of the buildings I have purchased in the area and speaking to 

potential tenants, the most pressing issue for all is parking, or lack of.  I foresee that this issue will only 

worsen once the new Council Building and Library opens and all staff are relocated to this site. 

 

I have developed the area on the theory of “if you build it, they will come”, which with all the positive 

feedback from the community and prospective tenants, it is working.   I have invested heavily into 

rejuvenating the Triangle, increasing lighting, commissioning street art and increasing security measures 

to a make the area a vibrant precinct for our community, ensuring my developments adds to the town 

and is enjoyed by the whole community, unfortunately parking is something that I can’t control.  

 

At least 10 prospective tenants have all had the same queries and concerns regarding parking on the 

east side of the CBD, of these 80% are hospitality businesses, almost all are new businesses in town, 

which would add to the vibrancy of the CBD, linking the Triangle to the town centre, via Baring Square, it 

would add jobs to the district and create a fantastic atmosphere to the town, but the biggest hurdle 

currently is parking, now and in the future.  If I could show the tenants, a written commitment to 

increasing parking on this side of town, I know that would ease most concerns. 

 

I noted with interest that a show was currently advertised at the Event Centre, advising patrons to park 

in either the Neumanns Tyres carpark or behind the Balmoral Hall, this already indicates a shortage of 

parking on this side of town, let alone when the Council building opens, considering an ageing 

population, really it is not viable to expect people to park on West Street and walk down. 

 

With ADC focus being on moving business back into the CBD, which I support, along with the 

rejuvenation of the CBD, a potential second bridge off Chalmers Ave and the large subdivision 

developments on Trevors Road and in Tinwald, there will be considerable residential growth on the 

eastern side of Ashburton, there really has to be an option for additional parking on that side of the 

CBD.   

 

Therefore, I suggest, that ADC consider extending the time limit parking within the CBD from Wills Street 

to Peter Street, and down Victoria Street/Wills Street to past the Devon, this could happen immediately.  

I further recommend that Council consider utilising the Balmoral Hall site for parking, which is central 

and accessible to CBD and surrounding venues, ideally multi storey to future proof additional parking 

issues.  A further suggestion would be to build a Margaret Mahy type playground, with car parking 



building behind it, this would ensure that all generations within our community are catered for, it is 

future proofed and would enhance the offering to our community.  I have previously suggested this in 

another submission and also to Council Staff. 

 

In summary, while I support the new West Street carpark in the very short term, this is a band aid 

solution to a much larger parking problem.  We need a written commitment from Council, that further 

parking within the CBD, is also coming in the short to mid term.  This enables us to attract new business 

to town, build on existing business and future proof our town.  If the building of the new Civic Centre is 

going to be the centre of town, the most central place for further parking would be the site on the 

corner of Cass Street and Cameron Street. 

 

 

Kind regards 

 

Justin Skilling 

JMS Developments Ltd 






