
Mayor Liz McMillan
Spirit of Christmas is alive

It’s hard to believe that we are so 
close to the end of the year, the last 
two months have gone fast.  

I have had a full calendar with lots of 
different events and I really appreciate 
all the words of support I have had while 
I've been out and about. 

While I enjoy getting out of the office, the 
coming work programme will see some  
serious hours at my desk.

We have had our last council meeting for 
the year and I am pleased how the new 
councillors have gelled and are working 
together. We have some big topics on 
the table at the moment, including rates 
capping and local government reform, 
and I think we’ll all be doing some extra-
curricular reading over the break.

The 2026 year brings many challenges 

with the new second bridge, annual 
plan, and of course understanding how 
those new reforms coming from central 
government will impact us. The devil 
will be in the detail, and a lot of that 
we’re yet to see.

With the lead up to Christmas, it is great 
to see our townships are nice and busy. 

Now is a good time to support local 
businesses – I encourage you to shop 
locally for gifts or purchase a voucher 
for a local experience. The hospitality 
venues will also appreciate your 
support.

A project dear to my heart for nearly 
two years has taken a great stride 
recently is the bike skills park, now set 
to get underway in March. The facility 
in the Ashburton Domain will be called 
Tarbotton RideSmart Park, to recognise 

the generosity 
of Tarbotton Land 
& Civil in bringing 
it to life and I want to thank all 
those involved in getting the 
project to this point. You have been the 
super-charged version of Santa's elves. 

It’s not too late for others to lend 
their support or sponsorship to this 
community-funded project!

I’ve enjoyed seeing lots of smiles from 
residents who attended Light up the 
Night and the new mini golf course at EA 
Networks Centre continues to generate 
fun.

I wish everyone a very Merry Christmas 
and a safe and happy new year. I hope 
you get a chance to put your feet up at 
some stage.

FIREWORKS BAN 
A temporary fireworks ban is in 
place around Lake Clearwater, 
to reduce the risk of wildfire over 
summer. FENZ says vegetation is 
tinder dry and outdoor fires are 
often challenging for firefighters to 
bring under control, so setting off 
fireworks is a highly risky activity. 
The Lake Clearwater ban ends on 
10 February. If you're planning an 
outdoor fire, go to checkitsalright.nz 
or call 0800 658 628 to see whether 
any other restrictions are in place 
before lighting up.

LAKE HOOD  
Environment Canterbury tests 
contact recreation swimming sites 
around the region during summer 
and the latest sample from Lake 
Hood on 11 December has returned 
a result of 0.002mm3/L biovolume 
of cyanobacteria. This means the 
lake is in a green surveillance mode.

LEVEL 2 WATER 
RESTRICTIONS   
Water restrictions are in force across 
the district, meaning residents may 
only water from a hose, sprinkler or 
irrigation system between 6pm and 
midnight on assigned days. For most 
of the district that means watering 
on even dates if your house has an 
even street number, or on odd dates 
if your house has an odd number. 
See our website for assigned days in 
rural townships.

With over 6,300 dogs registered in Mid 
Canterbury, it’s clear that we love our 
four-legged friends, but it’s important 
that they’re managed responsibly and so 
Council is asking residents to complete a 
quick survey about dog control.

Group Manager of Community and Open 
Spaces Toni Durham says the responses 
will help Council decide on what changes, 
if any, to propose for the full dog control 
policy and bylaw review scheduled for the 
middle of 2026.

“We want to hear from local dog owners 

but also anyone who uses our parks, 
reserves and other places popular with 
pooches.

“It’s an opportunity to check if the current 
doggy rules are working and that we’re 
providing the right facilities in the right 
places for our community.”

Councils are required to have a Dog 
Control Policy and Bylaw and review 
them regularly. The documents promote 
responsible ownership, provide for 
community facilities such as dog parks and 
minimise the risk of danger or nuisance to 

others through regulations for owners.

Current rules include specifying areas 
where dogs are allowed, requiring owners 
to clean up after their pooch and limiting 
how many dogs can live on a property.

Toni says residents will also have a second 
chance to have their say during the full 
consultation next year.

The survey can be completed at 
itsourplace.nz and everyone who provides 
feedback before 1 February will go into the 
draw for a $100 Prezzy voucher.

Dog survey to fetch feedback on rules

Green light for bike skills park 
Construction of the new bike skills 
park in the Ashburton Domain is 
planned to get underway in March.

The park will be called Tarbotton 
RideSmart Park, in recognition of the big 
donation of machinery and labour by 
Ashburton company Tarbotton Land & Civil.

Council, Tarbottons and the group 
of community members charged 
with bringing the park to life signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding this week 
to officially get the project underway.

Mayor Liz McMillan, who is on the working 
group, said the generous donation by 
Tarbottons meant construction could start 
at the end of summer.

“We’ve also had generous funding from 
the Lion Foundation and Mid and South 
Canterbury Community Trust, and now 
with the help of Tarbottons and other local 
businesses we are able to start the physical 
build.”

Tarbotton RideSmart Park will be built in 
the domain, near the children’s playground. 

The existing asphalt pump track will be 
removed and a new, bigger track built in its 
place.

The park will feature a network of roads, 
with stop and give way signs; plus there’ll 
be traffic lights, a railway crossing and a 
roundabout – all of which cyclists, scooter 
riders and pedestrians encounter when 

moving around Ashburton and other urban 
centres.

Tarbotton Land & Civil business 
development manager Tim Tarbotton said 
the company was on board at the planning 
stages and saw the park as a valuable and 
educational community facility.

Full story at ashburtondc.govt.nz/news

ROAD WORKS 
Road maintenance on Mayfield 
Valetta Road and Thompsons Track 
will pause during the holiday break. 
Crews will finish at both work sites 
on Friday and resume on Monday 12 
January. Mayfield Valetta Road will 
be closed in the new year between 
Anama Valetta Road and Tinwald 
Westerfield Mayfield Road until 28 
February. Thompsons Track will 
be closed in the new year between 
Winchmore Lauriston Road and Pole 
Road until 31 March.
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ROADING NOTICES 

Chalmers Avenue - Closed at the river 
end in January while water mains are 
installed. 

Thompsons Track – Closed between 
Winchmore Lauriston Road and Pole 
Road, and Braemar Lauriston Road at 
Thompsons Track intersection until 19 
December, and closed again from 12 
January to 31 March, so Fulton Hogan 
can do heavy road maintenance on 
behalf of Council. Detours in place. 
Resident access remains.

Mayfield Valetta Road – Closed 
between Anama Valetta Road and 
Tinwald Westerfield Mayfield Road until 
19 December, and closed again from 
12 January to 28 February, so Fulton 
Hogan can do heavy road maintenance 
on behalf of Council. Detours in place. 
Resident access remains.

Winters Road - Closed between 
Hamptons Road and Buckleys Road from 
13 January to 3 February while Tarbotton 
Land & Civil install a stock underpass 
under Winters Road.

 Full details of local road closures are on 
our website, ashburtondc.govt.nz

The Ashburton Domain has been 
recognised as a Garden of Significance by 
the New Zealand Gardens Trust and will be 
promoted to garden tourists, from around 
the country and the world.

Group Manager of Community and Open 
Spaces Toni Durham said the domain 
was assessed recently by the trust and 
awarded a four star rating.

“The star rating system is a bit like 
Michelin stars for top restaurants, so we 
are delighted that the domain has been 
recognised with four stars in our first 
assessment. It’s a testament to all the hard 
work done by our Open Spaces manager 
Ian Soper and his capable team, and we 
know our community already appreciates 
this green gem.”

The Garden of Significance rating is 
valid for three years, and the domain 
was commended for its mature trees in 
landscape used well to accentuate other 
plantings, and for its well maintained 
lawns and edges.

Mrs Durham said public parks were 
open to all and maintained as a council 
asset with succession planting for future 
generations.

“There’s a lot of responsibility in 
preserving our horticultural heritage and 
making sure public parks remain special 
places in the future. Plus we have to do it 
on a budget, which many private gardens 
don’t have to worry about.

“The assessor had some great feedback 
for us to enhance the space even more."

It was smooth sailing for Rakaia's iconic 
salmon, when it was removed for 
restoration last Friday.

The 12m fish was freed from its steel stand 
beside SH1 at Rakaia and transported to 
the Christchurch studio of sculptor Phil 
Price, who created it for the Rakaia Lions 
back in 1991.

The salmon is being repaired and 
repainted over the next couple of months, 
and will be returned to Rakaia to resume 

its duty as a landmark for the district.

Councillors approved expenditure of up to 
$297,000, plus GST, for the job and funds  
will come from the Reserve Contributions 
account - $215,000 is for the refurbishment 
and the remainder for moving it.

Local firms have offered free services or 
reduced rates to help reduce the cost of the 
specialist relocation work, which required 
a crane, welding and transportation.

Salmon safely moved Our domain 
gardens on 
tourist map

There is no kerbside rubbish and 
recycling collection on Christmas 
Day (Thursday 25 December) so 
Council will be emptying everyone’s 
wheelie bins one day later than 
normal that week. Thursday’s 
collection moves to Friday, and 
Friday’s collection to Saturday.

Collection returns to normal from Monday 
29 December and there are no changes 
over the New Year period, bins will be 
emptied as usual.

Council is encouraging households to keep 
up their good recycling habits over the 
holiday period, when volumes of rubbish 
and recycling typically increase.

Infrastructure Group Manager Neil McCann 
said foil, ribbons and tinsel could not be 
recycled and should be put in the red bin.

“Try the tear test. If you can’t easily rip it, 
it’s likely to have a plastic coating so throw 
it in the red bin, along with any other 
plastic gift packaging.

“And it should be obvious, but Christmas 
hams or leftover Christmas food can’t be 
recycled, so remember to put those in 

the red bin.  The good news is that from 
September next year, we'll have our new 
green organic bins in place, which will 
accept food scraps and help us divert more 
waste from the landfill.”

For kerbside recycling, glass bottles and 
jars should be rinsed clean and put in the 
green crate. The yellow wheelie bin is for 
recycling that includes hard plastics 1, 
2 and 5, cardboard and paper (but not 

shredded paper). Soft plastics and broken 
toys cannot be recycled in your yellow bin.

Mr McCann said the holiday season often 
saw more contamination in kerbside 
recycling because visitors didn’t know the 
district’s recycling rules.

“For example, if you live in Christchurch 
you can put your clean glass bottles and 
jars in the yellow bin but in Ashburton we 
separate them out and collect them in 
the green crate. So if you have family and 
friends staying over the holiday break, 
double check the recycling bin when you 
put it out.”

Other tips to follow:

Batteries should be collected separately 
and taken to the resource recovery park 
for disposal, not put in the red bin.

Pizza boxes with leftover food in them 
cannot be recycled.

Lids, plastic or metal and of any size, 
cannot be recycled in kerbside bins, but 
they can be taken to your nearest resource 
recovery park.

See our website for full service hours of all 
Council facilities over the holiday period.

That's a wrap, can I recycle it?
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COUNCIL OFFICE
2 Baring Square East
Mon, Tue, Wed & Fri 8.30am-5pm
Thursday 9am-5pm	

ASHBURTON LIBRARY 
2 Baring Square East, Ashburton 7700 
Mon & Fri  8.30am-6pm, Tue-Thu 8.30am-8pm  
Sat & Sun 10am-4pm 

ASHBURTON ART                   
GALLERY & MUSEUM 
327 West Street 
10am-4pm daily (late night Wed)

EA NETWORKS CENTRE 
20 River Terrace 
Mon - Fri 5.45am-9pm (pools 8pm Mon & Tue, 7pm Wed-Fri; 
gym 8pm). Sat & Sun 7am-7pm (pools 6pm, gym 6pm)

VISITING OUR DISTRICT? 

Here's how we roll when it comes to 
recycling:

•	 Clean glass bottles in the green crate

•	 Clean hard plastics 1, 2 and 5 (no 
lids), and clean cardboard, paper 
and tins in the yellow bin

•	 Food waste 
and all other 
rubbish in the 
red bin
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CHRISTMAS-NEW YEAR 
RUBBISH & RECYCLING

There is no kerbside rubbish and 
recycling collection on Christmas Day 
so Council will be emptying everyone's 
wheelie bins one day later than normal 
for the rest of that week.

Collection day moves to:
Thursday 25                     Friday
Friday 26                      Saturday

Kerbside collection services are as 
normal from Monday 29 December, even 
on New Year's Day and Friday 2 January. 
Please ensure bins are out by 7.30am on 
collection day, with windstraps on.
Keep your kerbside recycling ship shape: 
Plastics 1, 2 and 5, newspaper, cardboard 
and clean tins. No lids of any size or 
shape.
Resource Recovery Parks
The Ashburton Resource Recovery 
Park will close a 12pm on Christmas 
Eve, and be closed on Christmas Day 
and Boxing Day. It will be closed on New 
Year's Day.
The Methven green waste dropoff will 
be closed Wednesday 24 December and 
Wednesday 31 December. 
The Rakaia Resource Recovery Park 
will be closed 24-26 December and from 
31 December until 2 January.


