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From the Foothills to the World Stage:

Bede Giera’s Journey to the
World U19 Rowing Championships

Former Mt Somers Springburn School student, Bede Giera (2012~
2019), has been selected to represent New Zealand in the U19 Men’s
Eight at the 2025 World Rowing U19 Championships, held this
August in Trakai, Lithuania.

Bede’s path to the world stage has been anything but straightforward.
In 2024, he made the difficult decision to turn down a New Zealand
Junior Rowing trial. For Bede the choice to captain St Bede’s College’s
st XV rugby team in his final year of school was a matter of loyalty
and unfinished business.

“It was a tough call to turn down the trial last year,” Bede reflects,
“but I really wanted to play another season of 1st XV rugby in my
final year of school.”

That leap of faith paid off. Despite a season of mixed results, Bede
was selected for the New Zealand Secondary Schools rugby team,
competing against Samoa, Australia, and the NZ Maori U18 sides.
He also received an offer to join the Crusaders Academy.

Following three years of rowing at St Bede’s College under coach Dale
Maher—highlighted by a Maadi Cup win in 2023—Bede continued
his development at Avon Rowing Club in Christchurch. There, he
and his crewmates achieved success at the 2025 New Zealand Rowing
Championships, winning gold in both the Men’s Club Four (setting
a national record time of 6:19) and the Club Pair.

Bede’s father rowed in St Bede’s College’s 1991 Maadi Cup crew, and
his grandfather, Murray Giera, had a long association with the sport
as a coach and was part of the legendary 1964 Head of the River-

Bede waiting to race at the Nastional Rowing Champs

VICTORY @ LIME

NOT ALL LIME IS CREATED EQUAL
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winning Eight. His siblings, Ruby and Isaac—also former students
of Mt Somers Springburn School—have competed in rowing at the
secondary school level.

Following the 2025 Maadi Cup, the country’s top junior rowers
gathered at Lake Karapiro for the U19 national trials. Team selection
didn’t come easily. Over the course of a week, the athletes underwent
seat racing, a process in which rowers are rotated between boats to
determine the strongest combinations, as well as time trials. At the
end of the week, Bede secured his place in the Rowing New Zealand
U19 Men’s Eight.

The campaign is divided into three key phases: training in Christchurch
with individual rowing clubs; six weeks of team-based training at Lake
Karapiro, where Bede is currently based with the squad; and finally,
travel to Lithuania for five days of competition from August 6 to 10.
Representing New Zealand on the world stage is a rare achievement
and comes with a significant cost. The $20,000 campaign is entirely
self-funded, with the campaign cost doubling in 2025 due to a
reprioritisation of funding from High Performance Sport New
Zealand.

“It’s a big challenge to take on fundraising for the World Champs
but it is important to my longer-term goals in sport and my plans
for university education.”

To support his goal, Bede has been working six hours a day on a 500-
cow dairy farm, running community fundraising initiatives, including
selling wine and garden soil, while training 11 to 12 times per week.
He has also been reaching out to family, friends, and local businesses
for fundraising opportunities and sponsorship.

“It’s been incredible actually the amount of support I have had to be
here, everyone’s been really generous and there are so many people I
could thank. Iam extremely grateful, and I hope to be able to pay it
back on the world stage.”

The funds will be used across
all stages of the campaign
to cover essential costs,
including accommodation,
meals, transport, and training
expenses during the training
camp and travel to Lithuania.
Bede and his Avon crewmates
Luke Tompkins, Payo
O’Sullivan and Ben Allan
join Corben Campbell, Jack
Buckley, Blake Cooper, George

Bede holding the Maadi Cup in 2023.

Marshall and coxswain Eliza continued on page 2

Talk to us today about your requirements
Contact us on;

® 0800303 980

@ admingpalmerresaurces.conz
(@ PeachesRd; Mt Semers, RD 1, Ashburton 7771
www.vlime.co.nz
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continued from page 1

O’Meagher in the New Zealand’s Junior Eight, set to compete at
The World champs from August 6 to 10 on Lake Galvé in Trakai,
Lithuania.

From a small rural community in the foothills of Mid Canterbury
to the world stage in Trakai, Bede’s journey is an example of what
grit, resilience, and community support can achieve.

Event details www.rowingtrakai.com

Photos @elizabethinglisphotography @davemillsphotography

To get in touch, support or donate:
Instagram | @bedegiera @nzjunior8
Email | bedegiera@gmail.com

QR code | Chasing Gold YouTube link
Bank Account | 02-0836-0143036-002

30L BAGS | $7.50 PER BAG

BEAT [ PEELITE
RECYCLED SOIL MIX
IDEAL AS S CONDITIONER
TS FRES| P YOUR GARDEN

PLACE YOUR ORDENS NOW
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

ALL MOMEY RAISED WILL GO T

DE'S
WORLD UNDER 19 CHAMPS FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

o

STARBOROUGH

SAUVIONON BLANC | RRDS22
PINOT GRIS | RRFS22

16 per bottle | $36 per box

'FAMILY ESTATE'
PINGT NOER | RRPS28

CHARDONMAY | REPS28

520 per bottls | $120 per box

PGG Wrightson

JEFF
DONALDSON

Your local rural and lifestyle sales consultant

Looking to buy, sell, or invest in real estate in 20257

Forward planning is key to maximizing your properties
value. Partner with an agent who puts your best interests
front and centre.

Jeff Donaldson - specializing in lifestyle and rural
properties.

Contact Jeff today for hands on guidance with every step
of your real estate journey.

JEFF DONALDSON
CALLTODAY M 027 265 1290
E jeff.donaldson@pggwrightson.co.nz

pggwre.co.nz

PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under the REAA 2008.
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MAYFIELD MT SOMERS ANGLICAN PARISH

At it’s last meeting the Vestry (like the board of trustees)
of the Parish of Mayfield-Mt. Somers made the decision
to stop regular services at St. Aidan’s for the next 12
months. It seems that the twice monthly traditional

/ _, '///////

church service is not what the Mayfield-Mt. Somers C 1 \ %
community is looking for right now. But the parish is not 1 Z fﬂ) \\ \. L I’\f | I’\‘l
closed, your minister is still available to anyone in the 24th August 10.30am anniversary service, followed by

area, we will hold ‘non-traditional’ events like last anniversary lunch at Mt. Somers Tavern.
month’s ‘Pint with a Priest’ and St. Aidan’s is still

currently available for special services.

CHURCH SERVICES
St Aidan’s, Mt Somers
August 24  10.30am 125™ Anniversary Service,
followed by lunch at Mt. Somers Tavern
PARISH CONTACTS
Phone: 302 8254
Email: midcanterburyanglican@gmail.com

Web: www.midcanterbury.org
Social: facebook.com/MidCanterburyAnglican

Mount Somers Sta veley Pla ycentre

Another month has flown by and we are now in Term 3 here at
Mount Somers Staveley Playcentre.

The tamariki have been letting their imagination run wild making
delicious baking goodies in the mud kitchen and racing each other
on the bikes. We have new swings up and running (swinging?) which
is exciting as these are a firm favourite for the kids.

Great examples of sharing and taking turns have been shown over
the last couple of weeks, particularly by our bigger kids, and it is
a delight to see.

Another big part of playcentre is kai time and this often involves
one of the parents reading a seemingly endless number of books
to the children. This is very rewarding for all involved as the kids
truly love it.

We’re still planning on having a morning ice skating with other
playcentres in the area, just deciding on the date.

If anyone is wanting to join in at Mount Somers Staveley Playcentre,
we are always happy to see new faces. We’re open every Tuesday
and Thursday 9am 12pm

Nor’Wester Newsletter ~ Editor: Jeremy Hunter
. X 8 Bruces Road,
is published by the Mt Somers, RD1,
ISSUE DEADLINE  DELIVERY Mt Somers District Ashburton 7771
September 2025 25 August 31 August . . Telephone: 03 3039 722
Citizens Association. Email: graphic@netaccess.co.nz
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Another month seems to have rolled around quickly and this month
it is my turn to do our blurb as Anne is having a well needed break in
Nelson. She left our dismal dampness here to head into the horrible
weather that has wrecked a lot of the Tasman district. Very reminiscent
of our May 2019 rain event so we can understand some of their pain
especially the farming community.

Our plea for power funding of the line charges that was in our last
newsletter has created no takers but then we forgot to add any phone
numbers in case you don’t know Anne or Pam!! Will include them at
end of this report. We are still working on this dilemma.

A HUGE THANKYOU goes to our local MAYFIELD LIONS
group for their extremely generous donation of money to the library
for replacement and extra lighting within our building. This will be
done by ElectraServe in the near future. The money also allowed
us to replace a rotten barge board on the NW side of the building.
Thankyou to our local builder Fletcher from Red Arrow Builds for
completing this job so promptly.

Steady As You Go (SAYGO)
You could save yourself from a fall by attending SAYGO classes.
SAYGO improves:
Balance & leg strength © Flexibility ® General fitness & well-being
e Falls are the most common cause of injury in older people
* One third of people over 65 fall each year
* Half of people over 80 fall each year
* Designed for men and women
* Falls are not a natural part of ageing and are almost always
associated with weakened leg muscles and poor balance
So come and join us for an hour. Classes every Wednesday,
Staveley Hall 1.30pm. For enquiries, Rhonda Reveley 021 0423 839

AShburtonGraneHirellitd!

JAShburton|Crane Hire Ltd

N N W=7
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Our new layout in the
library seems quite popular.
Don’t forget that Crime
books (denoted with a silver
dot on the top of the spine)
have been integrated with
the fiction books in the main
room. It is much easier to
find the books based on
fact,all of which are proving
great reads, under the small
window behind the counter.
We have groups of authors
% dotted around the whole
' library so ensure you walk
around it all.

The Mt Somers/Springburn
. school recently hosted an
evening with Matt Chisholm
* which was a great success. In
the library we have at least one of Matt’s books if not two if anyone
wants to borrow them.

The John Boyne element series are proving to be very popular and we
have two sets. Water,Earth,Fire and Air. They are only 166 pages long
so a fairly quick read but intensely written by a master of storytelling.
One set we will keep altogether so you can read all in one go. They
ultimately all unite in their characters which is cleverly done or can
be read in any order individually.

NEW BOOKS

The River is Waiting by Wally Lamb. T have just started this book but
already can’t put it down! A bit of a tear jerker but written of a broken
family facing tragedy then prison life. Not sure where the river comes
into it but loving the read.....

Alone in a Mountain World by David McLeod. This book was
published in 1972 and Anne has found a well preserved secondhand
copy and purchased it for the library. This book should appeal to our
farming stock and is an anthology of South Island high country life.
Has quirky pen and ink drawings,poems,diary musings and stories
from lots of different men. Look out for it on our coffee table then it
will join our extensive range of high country and rural themed books
on the counter.

Here’s hoping winter continues as it is now (sunny and frosty as
I write this) and do come into our wee
library in Mt Somers.We welcome a new
volunteer,Richard who lives in Staveley and
starts in August. If you would like to join us
please phone Anne or Pam. I was on duty
last Sunday and sat outside on the deck chair
and managed to score a free ice cream so it’s
not all hard work!!

Don’t forget to begin clearing out your old
books at home for Bookarama coming up
later in September in Ashburton. Pop your
books into the mobile bins dotted around
town. Always one at New World and
Allenton garage.

Thankyou for your continued support.

Pam Annand 021 126 4310
Anne Chapman 027 436 3736
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A Comment

Fleur Sullivan’s wonderful soup recipes! Sounds good and it would have been had I
been more careful and followed the recipe more carefully. Fleur Sullivan was the brains
behind the legendary restaurant Fleurs Place at Moeraki. The restaurant unfortunately is
now closed, fortunately the Christchurch Press saw fit to publish two of her soup recipes
labeled Keep Warm this Winter soups. Certainly, they keep you warm as you bend over
a hot stove preparing these easy to prepare winter soups.

The recipe for carrot soup looked to me to be quite straight forward.
1kg carrots, skin on

1 onion, finely diced

2 cloves garlic, chopped

Olive oil or butter

1 litre vegetable stock

Y5 cup - crunchy peanut butter

handful of basil leaves chopped

2 thsp chilli sauce plus extra to taste

400 ml can coconut cream

This all appeared quite straight forward as I headed to the supermarket to buy the
necessary ingredients.

I thought I had done well, it all looked so easy!

The result was what I describe as a moderate success. I prepared these ingredients and
cooked as instructed, the carrots roasted in the oven for approx. an hour and a half the
onion and garlic cooked in oil until clear, the coconut cream stirred in finally before
serving. coconut cream I found to be a very likable product I may use it more. I mixed it
well with the stick blender, then sampled this delightful product! Flavour very good but
this mixture was almost not edible! Why, it was full of stringy sort of stuff, the flavour
good when more coconut cream was added, but it was full of a mass of stringy almost
spiky nonedible matter.

Back to the drawing board just what was wrong, Fleur would hardly have served up soup
like that. It took a moment to find the fault, what I had bought at the supermarket was
not basil but bay leaves, dry bay leaves at that. I note for some recipes using bay leaves
they are tied together and then removed after the cooking process is complete, I certainly

continued on page 9
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Mt Somers
Excavation Ltd

WOODY'S
TAILING

JN Woodham Trading

A
M; @U\Uiﬁ ﬁMﬁE/W

Taking Bookings Now for
our busy Tailing Season

We operate a Double Race
Pratley with Hydraulic Lamb
Chute and are capable of
putting through 4000+
Lambs a day.

We offer competitive rates
and will tail your Mob no
matter how big or small.

Mid Canterbury based,
but will come to you

no matter how near or far.

Phone 022 0955 465

e GENERAL FARM MAINTENANCE

 ALKATHENE PIPE LAYING
* |RRIGATION MAINLINE TRENCHING
8,14 & 20 TONNE DIGGERS
e TIP TRUCK & TRAILER

» GRADER

» SCREEN SHINGLE SUPPLIES
e TREE REMOVAL

Alistair Parris Owner / Operator - 20 Hinds Gorge Rd RD 8 Ashburton 7778
Ph: 027 434 7278 | E: mtsomersexcavation@xtra.co.nz | www.mtsomersexcavation.co.nz
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Painter Available

Spruce up and protect your
i property with a coat of paint!

Interiors, exteriors, roofs
and weatherboards.

Pressure washing, airless spraying,
and a first-rate finish.

Friendly, professional service, good
rates, excellent local references.

Call Wolffie for a free quote.
Distance no problem.

Phone 0279 624 841

STOP BIRDS

hail, leaves, snow & vermin from
blocking & damaging your spouting

Quality materials: BHP Colorbond steel mesh with unique

patented louvre will even keep out pine needles. Will not

rust or sag with age or load. 10 year warranty, range of colours
Proven in Australia & New Zealand over the last 15 years.

FOR SAFE, PURE DRINKING WATER

FROM YOUR ROOF.
NOW AVAILABLE : STAINLESS STEEL MICRO MESH

Call Rohan anytime Mon-Sat for Guml . eaf

a no-obligation asessment & quote '

0800 486532 www.gumleaf.co.nz

Biography Service —
Hospice Mid Canterbury

Everyone has a story to tell

There are 8 biographers in the Hospice Mid Canterbury (HMC)
volunteer team and over the course of 10 years, they have written
almost 150 biographies of local people who have become clients of

HMC.

Who can get their biography written?

Anyone who has received a terminal diagnosis can become a client
of Hospice Mid Canterbury, and biographies — peoples’ life stories
- are one of the many free services on offer.

Who are the biographers?

The biographers, all living in Mid Canterbury, come from a wide
variety of backgrounds and undertake training before they begin
their work. Clients are carefully matched with biographers to make
it a successful and enjoyable experience.

Tve agreed to get my life story down.
What happens now?

A biographer will arrange to visit at a suitable time for the client.
Usually a session takes 45 minutes to an hour, depending on how
well the client is feeling. This takes the form of an informal chat with
the biographer, recorded on a phone, where the client recalls stories
and events from the past. While dates and events are important, it is
the stories that bring the biography to life.

The biographer then goes home and types up the notes from the
recording, and returns the following week to present the stories from
the previous session and then work on the next part of the biography.
Photos are a key part of the process and these can be added once the
stories have been recorded.

Quality Hoof Trimming
for Dairy Cows

Over 25,000 cows through our crushes last season.

Three mobile hydraulic crushes.
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BEST PRICES FOR:
Top quality knives
Claw blocks
Hoof rasps and cutters

Hoof trimming crushes

Lame cows treated
rapidly & effectively

;
\\
\l

“~

Hoof trimming to \\a
PREVENT lameness (’oh)

C,

Training in hoof care

0800 4 COWCARE
0800 4 26922

office@cowcare.co.nz

techniques
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What's in a biography?

Every biography, like every person, is different. However there are
common themes — growing up, schooling, work and careers, family
and family history, travel and hobbies. Whatever is important to the
client is recorded.

What does the biography look like?

The biography is printed and spiral-bound on A4 paper with a title
page. The family also receive an electronic copy. All of this is free of
charge, with the generous support of DPI, Ashburton. If a client
would like a hardback version, they can make their own arrange-
ments for this with DPL

If you or someone you care about has a life-limiting illness and
would like our support, contact us on 307 8387, or 027 227 8387
or email manager@hospicemc.nz . We welcome new referrals.

See also our website www.hospicemc.nz and look for Hospice Mid
Canterbury on our facebook and Instagram pages.

Volunteer Sue heading out for a biography session.

Looking to bring
your creative
project to life?

Applications
open until

Ashburton 31 August

DISTRICT COUNCIL
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* ASHBURTON DISTRICT
-/ Mania-O-Roto SCOUTS
Fertiliser Drive

Flozss spport our fertiiser drive, bogged and delivered by Sceurs
Thaek to: Beiance Age-butranty s Witsas Bullt Trongoes Lrd

|__Mo_|PRODUCT | Kgperbag | 3 perbag |
1 | General Lawn Mix - Crop 20 | dag | 510.00
2 | Garden Mix - Crop 16 Shg 510,00
3 | Sulphate of Ammonia
| Kitrogon - General Purpose | Thg $10.00
4 Limg = PH Enhanger
| Show Release Bhg $10.00
5 | Fose Fertiiser kg 510,00
6 | Blood and Bone g $10,00

Drdar wia grmadl:- morterifipe @ymalioom O Daliag peden AT1E o roaughiy b eil AL % nAr | Sl
R Lews O cade at top of page to g Sractly 6o tha onlins lorm
Fepment in; - Wesia 0 ok SouT sount:  03-ETS-DLASTTE-DE with Bathipsin naree s phon sumber

Flacon ety o gl 011 333 5008 haiveen 011 01 OR39 hwelelg) Cpepey / ML, Sowmary 0271 952 043
Bingy 303 M52 Terermo/dahba e 007 T30 £046
0 i oigher Tovrm sl cos st ety b i ububedl srvloge Inio sy of thiss LEpPorEng Bullheses -
Alignton Avto Cente {100 Harrieon 51),  Radelile Blectrical (Moore Bresil, S Rakery (Tiowsld),
Nothariy Maaty ({Raimen Ave), Mapttwin Moton.

DRODERS TOBE PLACED BY Thurs 23/08/2035.  Fertiliser deliverad on Sat 30/08/2025.
i ek yoie gy fpm Wikon Rel Tramipoon {Shaeiman Yiser [ntrande] on MLASE/ITS betwenn
Dass and 211 baum.

Tl

I lawn | 2 Garden 3 Nitrogen A Lma
Bags

D | el ik oy ler 1 eei om D Plraee desierr g fertine D nu;q-mum:m

Dururtbonss &

Whatever you’re planning, your arts
project may be eligible for Creative
Communities Scheme funding.

We're seeking applications for projects that:

v

Increase opportunities for local
participation in the arts

Support the diverse artistic expressions
of our local communities

Enable young people to engage
with the arts

v

Apply today and make a difference through the arts.

Ashburton District

<z

COMMUNITIES

Apply now!

ashburtondc.govt.nz/grants

AUGUST 2025
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Walk Geraldine 25 June

MAYFIE[" Pn AYIN lTn Walked Talbot Forest Scenic Reserve
1 TN T S

For all your agricultural spraying and
liquid fertiliser needs with competitive
rates phone Tony today.

Tony 027 248 7045
mayfieldspraying@gmail.com

agstaft

Good Buggers You Can Trust

Job Vacancies Available Now:

e Field Staff e |abourers

e Factory Workers e Truck Drivers
(days, nights, w/e e Farm Assistants
or weekday shifts) e and more...

Full-time | Part-time | Contract

Apply Online: agstaff.co.nz | Phone: 0800 247 8233
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A Comment continued from page 5

won't mix up bay into a product again, a lesson learnt and T’ll buy the
right product when shopping — pay attention to detail in future.

I sieved this mixture through a calinda and now have what is left in an
almost edible state. I had a good serving for lunch with the very necessary
coconut cream. The winning point, I have learnt something, perhaps 'm
a litdle wiser, We learn by trying or are we just trying — nothing was ever
discovered without attempting the unknown. My carrot soup was almost
a failure, so what, the next attempt is sure to succeed, it will be pumpkin
soup next week.

U3A Lifelong Learning: is a monthly lecture lasting about one hour from
10.00am, this happens in Ashburton on the 3" Tuesday of each month
(usually). This month the lecture came from a person by the name of
Mark Webster a pharmacist with many letters after his name, Mark’s topic
was: Integrative Medicine to stay Well. He founded a stay well clinic in
Christchurch to be a place that focused on ‘curing or preventing’ disease,
instead of just managing.

This was a well presented and illustrated lecture, and there tended to be
some perhaps slight criticism of the medical profession. I guess there is
room for some criticism, should your doctor or specialist have prescribed
‘Atorvastatin’ tablets this man was quick to recommend that you cease to
take such medication. No doubt he is correct, a lot of medication may
have undesirable side effects. I have been subscribed these statin tablets
for many years as I guess many others have also. They are, if required, a
very important and worthwhile medication. In short statins can lower bad
cholesterol and increase good cholesterol, further to that they may prevent
heart attacks and strokes by keeping your arteries clear. I will continue as
recommended by my specialist and doctor have one 40ml tablet per day,
originally one 80ml per day, side effects so far, appear to be nil.

Cheers Denis keep well.

CH® I CE

NEW SEASON
PEASTRAW FOR
SALE

Conventional squares - $7.50 per bale.
Available in 21 bale bundles only.

Medium squares - $50.00 per bale.

Pick up anytime or please enquire about
delivery options.

All prices exclude GST.

Contact James Carr to order:
Phone: 027 202 6110
Email: james.carr@stradbrookfarms.co.nz

tradbrook

FARMSe

Then this is for you.....

Are vou a DIY landlord?

RayWhite

At Ray White we are reshaping property management
standards, we are changing the perception of who we are and what we do
with the introduction of ‘Ray White Choice’.

Property Management is not a ‘one size fits all’ service BUT with
‘Ray White Choice’ we are empowering self-managing landlords through

professional support, convenience and flexibility to pick and choose
the products and services they need, to provide better outcomes.
So, if you are looking to retain control of your property and tenancy,
have the confidence and tools at your fingertips then we know our
suite of self managing products will be just what you are looking for.

Ray White
Property Management

Contact our Property Management Team
for more information.

REINE =
REINZ ACCREDITED RESIDENTIAL

PROPERTY MANAGER MEMEBE

Janene McDowell
027 287 3388

rentals2.ashburton@raywhite.com

Carey Von Lubke
027 697 6948

rentals.ashburton@raywhite.com

03 307 8317 | 96 Tancred Street, Ashburton 7700

Real Estate Mid Canterbury Property Management Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)
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CULTIVATION

Cultivation

Reversable ploughing
Sumo trio

Heva discs & rollers

8.5m Sunflower cultivator
6m leveller

6m Allen Drill, direct &

conventional, seed & fert

B 6m Vaderstad Tempo fodder
beet & Maize drill, fert

B 6m Horsch Pronto DC drill

- seed & insecticide boxes for

cultivated ground.

email office@loveag.nz

ISSUE ONE HUNDRED

FORAGE
HARVESTING

Complete forage harvesting
service. Mow, rake, chop,
cart, stack & weighbridge

MAIZE

Talk to us about
buying/selling maize

WINDROWING

MacDon tractor units
Variety of Mower,
Auger & Draper fronts

Dan Collins
Baling & Silage
Ph 021 069 9926

THE NOR'WESTER
10

BALING

B 4x3, 3x3 square bales
B Round bales

B Mow, mow-condition

B Tedder, rake, bale, tube
& individuvally wrap & cart

STRAW &
BALEAGE SUPPLY

Contact us for Customised
Deals for straw delivered at
harvest time so you can get
the best quality straw at
very competitive prices

Robert Love

Cultivation, Windrowing
& Feed Trading

Ph 027 304 8837
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Neighbourhood

Support
Ashburton District July 2025,

Hello and welcome to further news from Neighbourhood Support. I hope
everyone is keeping warm over this winter period.

Looking back over June 60 crimes relating to burglary, theft and others were
committed within the Ashburton District. In the Foothills and Methven
this included 4 counts of crime — burglary Camrose Avenue, theft, Mt Hutt
Access Skifield Road, Mt Hutt Station Road, Mt Sommers. Home security
cameras offer an ability to sight what is happening on your premises. Any-
one with security cameras can register with CommunityCam which is a not
for profit initiative to help solve neighbourhood crime.

Latest scams to be aware of are imposter scams. You may receive a txt or
email from what looks like the IRD, postal service, bank, Spark. If you
receive anything like this and you are not sure do not reply. Ring the organ-
isation independently with a number from their registered site and check
in person. We also suggest that you check your bank statements regularly.
Some people are finding that they have purchased things online and are sud-
denly having regular amounts deducted from their bank accounts they did
not request. Anything to do with banking — phone your bank immediately.
In the meantime please keep safe and warm.

Sue Abel Ashburton District Neighbourhood Support

2@567"“&
“’ i« PLUMBI

Drainlayers

For Sale - Stock Feed

Ryegrass Straw - shed stored

Barley straw - shed stored
Truck and trailer unit loads, sold by the
tonne.

Wheat grain %
Barley grain \ g)

Enquiries to: lan 0272 302 188

Blue Sky Farms Ltd, Methven

& DRAINLAYING

CRAFTSMAN PLUMBER / REGISTERED DRAINLAYER

Phone: 03 693-8512 - Mobile: 0274 373 158

33 South Terrace, Geraldine

* NEW HOUSING
* REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
* ROOF REPAIRS
* RENOVATIONS

* DRAIN CLEANING

* LOGFIRE INSTALLATIONS
* CONCRETE CORING

* BACKFLOW TESTING

Need Staff For Your Farm?
Talk to Kathryn today!

We have a pool of candidates including
career changers, trainees, experienced
dairy assistants, herd managers etc. from

New Zealand and overseas

Call: 021 502 646
Visit: www.nzdairycareers.co.nz

Email: kathryn.haddow@nzdairycareers.co.nz
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Walk Methven
Walkway 2 July
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o
ELECTIONS

"Mt Somers Springburn School

Board of Trustees Elections 2025

Here are the key dates for the Mt Somers Springburn School Board Elections.

Parents and Caregivers on the school role will have received their nomination forms by email on the
first week of the school holidays.

The Mt Somers Springburn School are calling for nominations for three (3) parent representatives.

Being a school trustee is a vital and rewarding role. It calls for people with diverse skills and life
experiences, people who are ready to make a meaningful positive difference in the learning and lives

of our children.

Event

Date

Select Returning Officer

Wednesday, 9" July 2025

Close Main Roll

Wednesday, 16 July 2025

Call for Nominations by

Friday, 18" July 2025

Close Supplementary Roll

Monday, 4™ August 2025

Nominations Close (at 12pm)

Wednesday, 6™ August 2025

Voting Papers Issued by

Wednesday, 13" August 2025

Election Day

September 10, 2025

Close Poll

4pm Election Day

Accept Postal Votes

Monday, 15" September 2025

Count Votes

Tuesday, 16" September 2025

Board Takes Office

Wednesday, 17" September 2025

Rebecca Taylor
Returning Officer
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Contact Rob Palmer
Telephone 027 217 5577
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ZX: Joseph Builders Lid
S ders d,

new builds - renovations
restorations - design
rural - residential
commercial - compliance

03 303 983{] {]8[}0 500 564
](}sephbmlders@xtra €0.NnZ

IH pistered
rier Duidery

www;osephbullders C0.NnZ

CONTRACTING & CONSULTING LTD

e Tracks & Lanes ¢ Dairy Shed Foundations

¢ Dairy Lane Capping ¢ Underpasses

¢ Tree Removal ¢ [rrigation Mainline Installation

¢ Logging/Forestry Work ¢ Project Management

® Farm Conversions e Commercial/Domestic Building Foundations
e Water Storage ¢ Driveways

Free Quotes and Great Advice. Call Today!

0275 099 710

info@jackocontracting.co.nz Find us on Facebook T

ISSUE ONE HUNDRED THE NOR'WESTER AUGUST 2025
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Lamb grazing wanted from
mid/late August.

Preferably grass but
anything considered.

Please phone 027 9435 722

COMPUTERS

Rural

03 308 3400

www.mypc.nz

144 Moore Street, Ashburton
Computng
‘Olll‘iﬂlll

RURAL NATIVES

www.ruralnatives.com

Book of the Month —
Mt Somers Library

Title: “The Last Secret Agent:

The untold story of my life as a spy
behind Nazi enemy lines’

Author: Pippa Latour with Jude Dobson
Publication year: 2024
A review by Elles Smallegoor

When Pippa Latour’s son was reading online about intelligence
work during World War II and spotted his mother’s quite
unique offical name Phyllis Latour, he wondered whether
there was more to her story of having been a balloon operator
for the Women’s Auxiliary Air Force. There certainly was.
She reluctantly confessed to him and his brother that she
had actually been a Special Operations Executive (SOE) for
Winston Churchill in the 1940s. Having signed an official
oath, being a private person and strongly wishing never to go
back mentally to “that hellish existence” of living and working
in a time of war (p. 21), Pippa had never told anyone about
her SOE assignment. After the war, she started a new life in
New Zealand and wanted to look forward, not back. Now
the truth was out, however. And she listened with indignation
to some of the nonsense, or, in her words, “poppycock” (p.
14), that was written about her, her family and former war
colleagues on the internet. Encouraged by others and realising,
being a 101, that she was “the last living female operative
of the F (France) section” (p. 22), she agreed to share her
wartime experiences with author Jude Dobson, who helped
her write down her extraordinary story. Written in the first-
person, “The Last Secret Agent” is a truthful, informative and
unsentimental memoir about Pippa’s first 25 years of life. The
book is a pageturner pur sang; it was impossible for me to put
it down.

The book’s first chapters deal with Pippa’s
“unusual childhood in Africa” (p. 26), the
series of losses that she had to deal with
(one of them being orphaned as a four-
year-old), the “mix of nationalities and

Mid Canterbury based company specialising in the establishment
and ongoing maintenance of native shelterbelts and riparian strips.
From plant selection and design consultation right through to
planting the last plant.

y %
S

(0]\\[c]o]]\\[€
MAINTENANCE

FREE
CONSULTATION

PLANTING

We will help you achieve your vision on your land.

1 (027204 2022
B ruralnatives@gmail.com

Contact

Mike McKenzie RUR'?LNATIVES

e

THE NOR'WESTER
14

ISSUE ONE HUNDRED

cultures” (p. 35) that she was exposed to
and the multiple skills that she learned
along the way. As she looks back on her
younger years, in which she learned to fly
a plane, hunt animals and communicate
in Morse code, amongst others, Pippa
concedes how her early life seemed to
follow a certain trajectory that offered
her “the perfect training for my SOE”
(p. 46). The following chapters reveal
how Pippa ended up working for the
Admiralty in Scotland during the early
war years, and, having lost loved ones as
a direct result of the German occupation
in France, decided to actively join the war

effort, which led to her being recruited to
AUGUST 2025



The untold story of my life as a
spy behind Nazi enemy lines

‘One of the mest
mmarkable woman
1 have gver mat! }
Chais Parsond, CO NISAS
[2009-2011)

become one of Churchill’s secret spies: “I had morals that I lived
by, and would even die by, to secure a freedom I desperately
wanted to protect”(p. 87).

The remainder of the book is a detailed personal account
of Pippa’s work on the ground behind enemy lines in the
northwest of France, where she, as a 20-something-year-old,
had to pretend to be a French teenager selling soap on a bike
traversing the entire region, while in the meantime actually
being a wireless operator for the British government. In
collaboration with colleagues and French resistance fighters,
she had to locate several hidden radios which she then used
regularly to inform her superiors of German army locations,
provide general intelligence and help sabotage the work of
the Nazis. Every day, she could be discovered, arrested and
tortured, raped or killed. Or make a mistake that would lead
to the arrest or death of others. A hellish existence indeed.

Jude Dobson does an excellent job in giving Pippa her
(emphatically female) voice, and revealing her unbelievable
courage, intelligence and moral compass. She also cleverly
weaves relevant background information about the war into
the narrative and, as she herself indicates, adds dialogue “in
the interest of the story” (p. 13). The memoir sucks the reader
back in time and brings home in vivid detail what it was like
to operate as a secret agent in the twentieth century, when
internet, cell phones and drones were still a lifetime away. It
also leaves the reader with a renewed sense of awe for people
such as Pippa, who endured and sacrificed so much to ensure
the surrender of a brutal regime. A truly awesome read.
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EYBROOK
UILDING vro

Renovations

Mew Zpaeare

e New builds
Catbee
Farm Buildin Concrete
s gs
NZ | Roofing Decks

CcB
I . Servicing the Mid Canterbury foothills for over
10 years, phone Thamis for all your building needs

022 354 6524
heybrookbuilding@gmail.com

GORSE

Registered Chemical Applicator
with 30 years experience
0274819190

WWW.gorsespraying.co.nz

email:gorseman@hotmail.com

THE NOR'WESTER
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Rakaia Village Walkway 16 July

Had a wonderful walk along the Rakaia River Terraces from the
village. Lunch at the Bakehouse.

MAYFIELD RURAL
FIRE UNIT

Annual General Meeting
Tuesday 12" August 2025

at 7.30pm
at the Mayfield Fire Station

Members and New Members welcome
Jan Clucas Secretary
0274730892

Grazing Wanted

All photos supplied
by Sanae Hydes

Do you have grazing suitable for
store lambs? Grass only please.

Please phone
lan 0272 302 188

DAIRY MEAL PROCESSING  CALF MEAL PROCESSING

from $40 per tonne from $170 per tonne = o 3
- Custom blending on farm - Fresh feed processed on farm )
- Trace elements blended if required - Your grain or grain supplied by us*
- Unblocking of roller mill auger tubes - Supplied in sacks, ready to use AS h bu rto n Forks Sto rage U n Its
- Grain rolling - Price includes molasses, premix 9 and 6 metre deep UnItS with Extra Helght
+ Your grain or grain supplied by us* minerals / vitamins and bovatec to accommodate Boats, Motorhomes, Caravans etc.

CAN BE BULK PROCESSED AND TRANSPORTED TO YOU 24/7 monitored security. Power and lights in each unit.

e To check availablity contact
* Rolled, crushed or bruised grain, peas & maize
« Other Micro-ingredients can be added

« We'll even unblock auger tubes while we're there Dai Sy on 03 3030 802
Y sk ot or message 021 212 3181

%o = Ashburton
. Valetta

Check out our webpage

weaii| LU

FIND OUT HOW FEEDMIX CAN WORK FOR YOUR HERD storage-ashforks.co.nzhome/

FEED 5l wwwfeedmix.co.nz 1807 Ashburton Staveley Rd "l“

e e e Stewart 027 462 2529 » Devin 027 930 4906 ( AshForks Eng ineeri ng)

* Price displayed applies to grain supplied by the farmer
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Mayfield and Districts
Lions Report

On July 1, the Mayfield Lions had their formal dinner and
changeover in the Mayfield Hall. We had a beautiful meal
supplied by Maddy Brown from the Catering Co. It was
the last function for the last President, Roger Baxter and
the first for the incoming President Alistair Morrison.

We celebrated the achievements of the last year,
toasted everyone in sight, had good and bad speeches,
inducted the new President and his board, did the raffles
then last of all had a fine session.This was done by Ron
Cross and John Harrison; they never let the truth getin
the way of a good story.

We had another good year with fundraising and
distributing money. We raised $98,875.00. Three of
the main beneficiaries were, Canterbury & West Coast
Air Rescue $40,000.00, Mayfield A&P Association
$30,000.00, Ronald McDonald $2,000.00.

Robert Schikker

Farmfirst Mayfield
ol GorgeRd

yfarmmfirst.co.nz

- Marmfirst

24 HOUR ON-CALL
EMERGENCY SERVICES
Phone: (03) 693 9060

Servicing Mayfield, Mt Somers, Hinds and South
Canterbury.

Independent and locally owned.
Large and small animals.
Delivery service for all farm supplies.
Cnr Woodbury / Main North Rds, GERALDINE

Phone: 03 693 9060
Email: cIinic@gatewayvets.co.nz
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Solutlons

Fertililiser
Spreading
Specialists
° LiqUid
Granule

gardens, stock roughs, H-dine and
Lamk filling.

Available as dkp, 1hp, 1 1/20p,
Ihp and 3hp sizes.

We have the water pump to suit your situation, call in today for mere information

JIIACL
ARTHUR CATESLTD

26 McNally Street, Ashburton 7700. Phone (03) 308 5397
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Cross
Contracting Ltd

Experienced operators with over
45 years local knowledge

For all your digging requirements
« Stock water race cleaning « Tip truck hire

« Irrigation race cleaning » Tree stump removal & root raking
« Disposable pits » Operating three diggers

« Soak Pit » Trenches - On farm shingling - laneways,

« Gorse fence & shelter belt removal  stockyards, water troughs

« Irrigation mainline trenching + Pipe line installation & repairs

« Shingle screening bucket - Cow lane cleaning

Grader and 20 ton digger available on request
Phone Ron

021 347 958 or 303 6067

Rifleman Pest Control
FARMS WANTED!!I!!1INT

Providing a free service from Mayfield to Methven
that’s carried out by a local farmer. References available.

All carcasses utilised.

I collect all animals shot and also provide other services
like possum trapping and
larger game animal control.

Text/Call Laurie Aitken
027 3143 491
riflemannz@gmail.com

2-3 hares eat the
equivalant of 1 stock unit
and reproduce up to 10
young each year.
Night shooting is the
most effective method of
control.
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Safer Mid Canterbury
Hakatere Haumaru

Together we're safer + Me uru kahikatea

The driving programme is still going strong with no shortage of
newcomers requesting help to get their license. We have started
group sixteen on the road code course. Once again it’s a full class of
twelve wonderful women from four different countries. We also have
seven children coming into class with their mums. Our wonderful
volunteers Neroli and Claire help me bring them in and keep the
children occupied, along with the lovely Asiya helping us. | love it
when past programme participants put their hand up to volunteer.
Claire and Asiya got their licenses after completing the programme,
and there is five driving mentors who are also past participants. It
shows how much they appreciate the opportunities this programme
gives them.

It’s not just about driving. Its about making connections, new friends,
learning new skills, gaining independence, opening doors to new
opportunities and most importantly kicking isolation into touch, and
breaking down barriers to living your best life here in New Zealand.
There nothing more fulfilling than seeing the smiles on their faces
when they pass their test. It’s a new beginning, the start of a whole
new life and a celebration of achieving something most thought
was unachievable.

The success of the programme is easily measured in licenses
passed, but what is unmeasurable is the flow on effect once a
license is achieved. | see it when | go to the supermarket and see
my ladies enjoying their job and interacting with customers. | see it
in restaurants with waitresses and chefs who have been through our

Wendy catching up with Anjana Pokhrel at work.
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e Kia ora, Talofa, Malo e lelei, Namaste, Ni Hao, Bula, Hola,
Mayfield School

Kia ora koutou,

It's been a vibrant and productive term here at Mayfield
School, filled with hands-on learning, rich cultural
experiences, and growing connections with our local
community.

Our students have been thriving in a wide variety of clubs
that have kicked off this term —including clay and crafts,
science, cooking, coding, woodwork and squash. These
clubs offer opportunities for tamariki to explore new
interests, make friends and new connections, and develop
leadership skills. Extracurricular activities are integral
to children’s growth, offering benefits that extend into
academic achievement, personal development, and future
success. At Mayfield School, these programs enrich the
educational experience, promote a positive culture, and
support students’ diverse needs. It’s been heartening to
see students stepping up to lead and participate with such
enthusiasm.

The board would like to acknowledge Kees from the RDR
that has donated a set of stairs to our fort. He has organised
Grant Hood Contracting builders to install the stairs. They
have given the fort and upgrade that the children will
continue to enjoy!

Mihi Whakatau —
what an amazing
morning we
shared on last
week  celebrating
new whanau
to our school.
New families to
our community

brought along their
family and extended

family as we officially welcomed them as they started their
Mayfield School learning journey. It was special to see
whianau that have been at our school for a while attend, as
connections were made between families.

and Namaste - greetings everyone.

A recent highlight was our first Learning Community
Migrant Hub evening held this week. It was a fantastic
evening as Mayfield School connection with Mt Somers
Springburn School, and we welcomed whanau from diverse
backgrounds to connect over kai and korero. With several
new English as Second Language (ESOL) students joining
us at Mayfield School this year, the evening gave us a
chance to share stories, build relationships, and showcase
the incredible cultures represented at our kura. Thank you
to everyone who contributed to making this such a warm
and successful event. These evenings will continue to run
throughout the year.

We were also proud to host our annual Matariki hangf,
prepared with the support of our whanau and local
helpers. This special event gives students a chance to learn
the tikanga behind hangi preparation and celebrate the
Matariki - Maori New Year together as a school. The kai
was delicious, and the respect and enthusiasm on show was
inspiring.

In the classroom, learning has been rich and purposeful.
Our junior classes were recently treated to a visits from
Debbie from Environment Canterbury (ECAN), who is
helping the Teacher’s led our inquiry about our local rivers.
Through hands-on activities and thoughtful discussion, our
tamariki are learning how to care for our waterways, what

we use water for and why our rivers are so important to our
environment and future.

Safer Mid Canterbury
Hakatere Houmaru

programme. | see it in the rest homes looking after the elderly with
such compassion, and | see it in the packhouses, factories and food
processors. These women relish the opportunity to get out into the
work force and feel like a valued member of society. One day they
might even get the chance to work in the profession they had in their
own country. Who knows where a driver’s license can take you??

If you would like to be part of this amazing programme, as a student,
driving mentor or to volunteer in other ways, we would love to hear
from you. Please contact Wendy Hewitt on 027 611 3301 or wendy.
hewitt@safer.org.nz

We are also on Facebook, just search for the Mid Canterbury Rural
Driver Licensing Scheme.
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The Mid Canterbury Rural Driver Licensing Scheme is a partnership
with the Mid Canterbury Rural Support Trust and is proudly
sponsored by NZTA Waka Kotahi, Advance Ashburton Community
Foundation, Ashburton District Council, The Lion Foundation, COGs
and Community Trust Mid & South Canterbury.

Wendy Hewitt

Rural Licensing Co-Ordinator

Safer Mid Canterbury

255 Moore Street, Ashburton 7700

Ph: 027 611 3301

wendy.hewitt@safer.org.nz

Office hours - Monday to Friday 8.30 am to 4.30 pm
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“Do it Once, Do it 16:9/&‘ :

Over 30 years experience servicing
and supporting the local community

Earthworks
* Any type of Earthmoving

Ploughing

* Cable + Waterpipe Installation

Utility Detection Services
e Find it first

Foud T B! ¢

Laneways
* Lime capping

Directional Drilling
* Trenchless Technology

Demolition
¢ Residential and Commercial

D Call us today for an obligation free quote.

Office 308 8479
Free Phone 0800 432 583 (GDC LTD)

Greg Donaldson Contracting Ltd

Mob 027 433 8003

Web www.gdc.net.nz  Email office@gdcgroup.nz
2 Fords Road, Ashburton - 106 Hilton Highway, Timaru
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