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The

News
Bringing you the News from Carew in the south to Alford Forest in the north and all places in between.

OCTOBER 2024
Issue Ninety One

Foothil
ls

We have made a start!!!!   It has been a long time coming but 
the build of the Information Station has begun. Today in lovely 
spring sunshine (25th of September) the builder is “setting 
out” the building, Kane Brown from Gorge Earthworks has 
begun stripping the top soil and levelling the site. In addition 
some shrubs have had to be removed, while a large tree and 
one picnic table have been relocated. 

Securing the site and meeting our Health and Safety obligations 
has been achieved by the erection of safety fencing, around the 
perimeter of the site. This fencing has been kindly provided by 
the Methven Lions.

Mount Somers Information Station
The generosity of local businesses 
in rural communities is 
outstanding and allows projects 
to prosper that would have never 
otherwise got off the ground.

Construction of the building should start early next month. 
Busck Prestressed Concrete, formerly part of the Bradford 
Construction group have confirmed that they will supply the 
concrete abutments for the building at the price which was 
indicated about three  years ago - and that was at cost price 
then!  

Limestone sculpture – or what

Have you seen this interesting 
piece of limestone “sculpture” in 
the Green. So what is it, and why 
is it in the Green? 

It is one of a large 
number of blocks of 
Mt Somers limestone 
that formed part 
of the columns of 
the Christchurch 
Roman Catholic 
Cathedral which was 
largely destroyed in 
the Christchurch 
earthquake (see 
accompanying photo).
While  Oamaru limestone was used extensively on the exterior 
of the building, Mt Somers stone was preferred for its strength 
in the weight bearing components like the columns - both 
inside and out.

The columns still standing strong in the front of the building  
can be clearly seen in the photo of the damaged building

Purchased by the Schikker family and donated to the Green, 
this fluted piece of limestone is back just a few kilometres 
from its birthplace. It’s a very moving tribute not just to the 
earthquake but also to the importance of our local stone in 
public buildings throughout New Zealand and Australia.
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The Mt Somers Rifle Club is celebrating
100 years of its existence at an evening at the

Mt Somers Rugby Clubrooms on
Saturday 9th November starting at 6.30pm.

Drinks (bar will be open) will be followed
by an evening meal and celebrations.

All past members and supporters welcome.
Please RSVP by Saturday the 26th of October

$50 covers meal and desert
Payment confirms booking,

use your name as a reference. 
Bank account number mt somers rifle club is 

02-0868-0102757-000
Please also RSVP to Julian Evans 021 295 7676 

Andy Oram 027 418 3701
or Dave Millichamp 027 434 5882

If you have any questions
please contact one of the above.

100 YEARS CELEBRATION

Mt Somers
Rifle Club

A COMMENT:
Modern cars have all manner of bells and whistles, the 
car I drive at present is no exception amongst other 
things it has emergency braking. This means that should 
some object suddenly appear in my path theoretically 
speaking I should need to take no action; the car should 
just stop. I am not game to test this feature out, for 
should it fail, I would crash into this object a car or 
truck or whatever. Sometime back I was on a detour at 
the time the Tinwald traffic lights were being fitted, on 
this side street at an intersection I was on the straight 
through run while a heavy truck and trailer was coming 
toward me but signaling for a right turn, after looking 
right and left I commenced to advance forward only 
to find the truck had at the same time commenced to 
turn right, fortunately I came to a sudden stop as did 
the truck also, I had to reverse off, when finally the truck 
continued on his way and I continues on my way I felt 
a little shaken but also proud thinking my reaction time 
must be very good, I was surprised that all had been 
good my car had stopped instantly! This was amazing, 
but as I settled down and thought it out more clearly 
it was not so much me, but the clever car had seen the 
truck and stopped, I may have braked but I think the car 
had seen the truck and braked for me which surely is a 
great feature. I wondered about testing this feature, but 
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This FREE classroom based course 
will help you re-familiarise yourself 
with traffic rules and safe driving 
practices. It will also increase your 
knowledge about other transport 
options and help you remain 
independent for longer.

DATE:  Friday 11 October 2024
TIME:  10.00am - 2.00pm
VENUE:  Ashburton Senior Centre,  
 206 Cameron Street
PHONE:  03 308 6817
EMAIL:  ageconcernashburton@xtra.co.nz

no not a good idea, I could check it when parking the car 
in my garage the only bother it may fail then I would find 
myself through the garage wall and into my neighbour’s 
garden, which would be an embarrassing situation.
I notice in todays Christchurch Press Joe Bennett writes 
in glowing terms of his ‘Skoda Yeti’ which he appears 
to appreciate and find no fault whatsoever. His concern 
this day is that the Skoda company have written to him 
offering free of charge to replace the air bags in his Yeti 
asking him to contact the nearest agent. Joe thinks not, 
the air bags give him no concern. I don’t know this man, 
I read his article each Wednesday on the opinion page, 
But Joe why wouldn’t you let Skoda replace these air bags 
free of charge if they think it wise, I guess Joe has no idea 
whether these air bags will work in the time of need, if it 
was my car I would hurry along to the nearest agent and 
take advantage of the offer, but each unto his own.
I have now been the owner of four cars that have air bags 
in all manner of places, to date I have never made use of 
them, I might add fortunately, perhaps my emergency 
braking is so far making the many air bags in my present 
car items not required, the day may well come when their 
use could be a life saver.
The other issue I felt a need to comment on was my 
smoke alarms; in the house and garage adjoining the 
house, not in the car. A new subject: lithium Ion batteries 
which I appear to have quite a collection of in various 
workshop and garden tools. The fire danger is a concern, 
these modern rechargeable batteries can present a fire 
risk, I have thought of various ways of protecting against 
fire. Something like a lock up dog kennel well away from 
the house in a back corner of the garden could be a sort 
of safeguard, it would have to be a large kennel to store 
my E bike! For now, I have bought a set of four smoke 
alarms, they come as four as they are Wifi smoke alarms 
when one goes off all four go, this to me seemed logical 
as one smoke alarm going in the workshop come garage 
while I slept soundly at the other end of the house would 
be unlikely to let me know there was trouble in the 
garage. So far, they are not effective as after buying them 
over a month back they remain in the carton they arrived 
in, however the good intention is there.    
A visit to the Regent Theatre last week and viewing the 
film titled ‘Maurice and I’ was a real treat, this film was 
by in large on the work and lives of Maurice Mahoney 
and Sir Miles Warren, t he two leading architects of 
Christchurch City with particular emphasis on the 
Christchurch Town Hall, the building and the rebuild 
after the earthquake. The film includes very graphic 
filming of the Major earthquake. It is very good viewing 
and in my judgement a film not to be missed. Now 
showing at the Regent theatre Ashburton.
			   Enough from me cheers Denis
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In the world of real estate, finding an agent you can truly rely on is essential. Someone who embodies honesty, reliability, 
integrity, and trustworthiness coupled with a hands-on approach. Look no further than our esteemed real estate agent, 
Jeff Donaldson.

Market knowledge is key to making informed decisions.

Contact Jeff Donaldson today for a confidential chat around your next move. 

Your rural and lifestyle specialist. 

Jeff Donaldson 
Rural & Lifestyle Sales Consultant 

M 027 265 1290  |  E jeff.donaldson@pggwrightson.co.nz

Jeff Donaldson

Call Jeff Today!

www.pggwre.co.nz PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under the REAA 2008.

Check out my Facebook Page for all my latest listings www.facebook.com/JeffDonaldsonPGGWRE/
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After seven successful years the driving programme 
has now become a standalone entity with the forming 
of a new charitable trust. We are still a partnership 
between the Mid Canterbury Rural Support Trust and 
Safer Mid Canterbury,0 but we have a whole new 
board and a new name. We are now governed by the 
Mid Canterbury Rural Driver Licensing Trust and we 
continue to do what we have always done. That is work 
towards reducing isolation in newcomers in the rural 
areas of Ashburton by helping them to get a drivers 
license. By getting a drivers license life becomes very 
different for our newcomers. They make new friends, 
learn new skills, improve their English language and 
become independent. It is life changing for them and 
their families. A whole new world opens up with the 
opportunity to get a job, new found friends along with 
many more benefits.

We are still getting a lot of interest in the programme, 
which shows there is a real need in the rural community 
to get people out on the road.

We have just finished our fourteenth road code course 
so are busy working our way through the learner license 
tests. It’s really exciting to see a new batch of earner 
drivers out on the road. Our next road code course will 
be in March next year. We already have registrations 
for this course, so if you are interested in joining us, 
don’t leave it too long.

Many thanks to COGs once again for their support for 
another year. We can’t run this programme without our 
wonderful sponsors.

If you would like to be part of this amazing programme, 
as a student, driving mentor or to volunteer in other 
ways, we would love to hear from you. Please contact 
Wendy Hewitt on 027 611 3301 or wendy.hewitt@safer.
org.nz

We are also on Facebook, just search for the Mid 
Canterbury Rural Driver Licensing Scheme.

The Mid Canterbury Rural Driver Licensing Scheme is a 
partnership with the Mid Canterbury Rural Support Trust 
and is proudly sponsored by Waka Kotahi, Advance 
Ashburton Community Foundation, Ashburton District 
Council, The Lion Foundation, COGs and Community 
Trust Mid & South Canterbury.

Wendy Hewitt
Rural Licensing Co-Ordinator
Safer Mid Canterbury
255 Moore Street, Ashburton 7700
Ph: 027 611 3301
wendy.hewitt@safer.org.nz
Office hours -  Monday to Friday 8.30 am to 4.30 pm

Group 14 - Road Code class

GORSE 
SPRAYING

ROSS BROWN CONTRACTING LTD
Registered Chemical Applicator

with 30 years experience
0274819190

www.gorsespraying.co.nz
email:gorseman@hotmail.com
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The Old Post Office Library

Steady As You Go (SAYGO)
You could save yourself from a fall by attending SAYGO classes.

SAYGO improves:
Balance & leg strength • Flexibility • General fitness & well-being
• Falls are the most common cause of injury in older people
• One third of people over 65 fall each year
• Half of people over 80 fall each year
• Designed for men and women
• Falls are not a natural part of ageing and are almost always
		 associated with weakened leg muscles and poor balance
So come and join us for an hour. Classes every Wednesday, 
Staveley Hall 1.30pm. For enquiries, phone Annette Syme 3030 803

It’s spring!!! Is it???? 
Not sure yet, and the forecast for the coming weekend doesn’t look 
too promising. This spring weather seems to be very fickle this 
year. The farmers and gardeners are into one of the busiest times 
of the year so it probably doesn’t leave a lot of time for reading. 
And that’s a pity, there are so many good books coming onto the 
market…. in time for Christmas most likely. I hesitate to say that 
word, but in fact it is creeping around very quickly. New books 
to the library:
‘The Last Witch of Scotland’ by Philip Paris.
A great historical read  based on fact. It is set in Edinburgh about 
1727, and is the story of the last ‘witch’ to be hanged and burnt 
in Scotland. This wasn’t a rare occurance….. some 60,000 people 
were accused and punished (as in death) of witchcraft in Europe 
at this time.  And the vast majority were women and children. It 
didn’t take much to be accused….. just a wrong word at a wrong 
time, or misfortune falling on an enemy, or a falling out with the 
local minister. Scary times! This book held my interest throughout, 
and I recommend it.
Another great ‘witchcraft’ book in the library is ‘Witchlight’ by 
Susan Fletcher. Once again it is based on fact, namely the battle 
of Glencoe in Scotland. A fabulous read much enjoyed by our 
local bookgroup.
I have just bought Susan Fletcher’s latest book…
’The Night in Question’. It is very different from her usual style 
of writing, much lighter and slightly frivolous in parts. It took me 
a while to get used to, and then I got over my expectations of the 
book and actually quite enjoyed it for a nontaxing  light read. It 
follows the death of a resthome manager which could be murder 
or just plain bad luck. She falls to her death. but maybe she was 
pushed?? Two of the residents are determined to find out what 
really happened, and there are many red herrings to sort through. 
I would describe it as a fun read. Not a typical Susan Fletcher.
‘Tell me Everything’ by Elizabeth Strout.
Wonderful!!
I just loved this book, it is the author’s latest about her favourite 
town in Maine USA and several of its inhabitants ,all of whom 
have appeared in her other books. For example, Lucy Barton, 
Olive Kitteridge, Jim and Bob Burgess, even Isabel Goodhue from 
Strout’s first book ‘Amy and Isabel’.  She has written 10 books in 
total and the library has several on the shelves. And if you want 
to read more, I have them in my own library. I’m happy to lend.
It was a treat to revisit  characters’ lives from other books, and learn 
what had gone on in their lives. Two of this series of books have 
been listed for the Booker prize , and ‘Olive Kitteridge’ won the 
Pulitzer Prize in 2008. It was also made into a film.
Other books to look out for:

‘Whale Fall’ by Elizabeth O’Conner.
In 1938 while the world is on the very edge of war, Monod aged 
18. dreams of a life different from the one expected of girls her 
age on the remote Welsh island she calls home. And then when 
two anthropologists visit the island, becomes entwined in another 
aspect of the island and what it maybe offers. This has been 
recommended to me by a bookseller who described it as a haunting 
read. It is not a big book, barely 200 pages long and could well 
end up in our new section of smaller reads in the small wooden 
wall bookcase in the library.
‘In the Margins’ by Gail Holmes
Another story based on fact…. The tale of Frances Wolfreston. an 
early book collector in the 1600s. But she was much more than 
her books…. She was , as a rectors wife, charged with enforcing 
religious compliance by informing on her parishioners. In taking 
increasingly bold steps to help the women and children of the 
parish, she attracts the ire of a patron of the church who questions 
Frances love and collection of books….. not encouraged at this 
time in history, particularly by a woman.

The following books are due out in Oct/Nov so I am keeping a 
close eye on them! No doubt they will duly appear on our shelves… 
watch this space!!
‘Fire’ by John Boyne… the third book of his trilogy.
‘Dusk’ by Robbie Arnott
‘Shy Creatures’ by Clare Chambers
‘Freedom’ Angela Merkel.
‘The Last  Muster’ by Carly Thomas
‘An Island to Oneself ’ by Tom Neale .
Finally, in a small community like ours, many people contribute 
time and energy (and money) to keep the community spirit alive 
and well. In our case, the library could not function if it weren’t 
for our volunteers who give of their time willingly. If you can help 
out, please let us know. We are  always grateful to add names to 
our list of library helpers for when it is open twice a week.
A big ‘thank you’ to all the other volunteers in the area and 
township who help to keep our village looking loved and cared 
for. A great effort and it is appreciated by many.

Happy reading! AC.



  

Advance Ashburton Community
Foundation has many great
scholarships available for all types of
tertiary study, apprenticeships, and
training.

Applications
Close

October 31st
2024

03 307 5902  

grants@advanceashburton.org.nz

 For more information and
 an application form visit

www.advanceashburton.org.nz

Would a scholarship help your

tertiary studies, industry training

or personal development in 2025?

Scholarships
open now

If your plans for 2025 include 
tertiary study, industry training, or 
personal development, then Advance 
Ashburton Community Foundation 
may have a scholarship for you.
Thanks to the generosity of a number 
of local donors, Advance Ashburton 
offers a range of scholarships to 
people based within Mid Canterbury.  
The scholarships range in value from 
$1,500 to $20,000.
This includes scholarships for any 
type of tertiary education as well as 
specific awards for study within the 
disciplines of health science, nursing, 
environmental studies, audiology, 
music, arts, agriculture, horticulture 
and aquaculture.
Due to the wishes of our donors, 
some scholarships are targeted 
towards people who are of Māori or 
Pasifika descent, have a home address 
in Tinwald, are hearing impaired, are 
newcomers to the Ashburton District, 
or have significant financial hardship 
or other disadvantage.
Whilst some scholarships can be 
awarded to first-year students, many 
are only available to students in their 
second or subsequent year of study.  
Students who have missed out on 
a scholarship in previous years are 
encouraged to apply again.
Scholarships are not limited to those 
studying at university or polytechnic.  
Industry training scholarships provide 
financial assistance to those in vocational training or 
undertaking trade apprenticeships of any type.
Lastly, if you plan to undertake a personal development 
course in 2025 such as Outward Bound or Spirit of 
Adventure, there are scholarships available to cover the 
course fees for an experience of your choice.

For further information and application forms, 
please visit the Advance Ashburton website –
www.advanceashburton.org.nz, phone 307 5902,
or call in to the Advance Ashburton office,
161 Burnett Street, on Level 2, Somerset House.
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FORAGE  
HARVESTING
Complete forage harvesting 
service. Mow, rake, chop,  
cart, stack & weighbridge

MAIZE
Talk to us about  
buying/selling maize

WINDROWING
MacDon tractor units
Variety of Mower,  
Auger & Draper fronts

Robert Love
Cultivation, Windrowing  
& Feed Trading 

Ph 027 304 8837

CULTIVATION
n  Cultivation

n  Reversable ploughing

n  Sumo trio

n  Heva discs & rollers

n  8.5m Sunflower cultivator

n  6m leveller

n  6m Allen Drill, direct & 
conventional, seed & fert

n  6m Vaderstad Tempo fodder 
beet & Maize drill, fert

n  6m Horsch Pronto DC drill  
- seed & insecticide boxes for 
cultivated ground.

BALING
n  4x3, 3x3 square bales

n  Round bales

n  Mow, mow-condition

n  Tedder, rake, bale, tube  
& individually wrap & cart

STRAW & 
BALEAGE SUPPLY 

Contact us for Customised 
Deals for straw delivered at 
harvest time so you can get 
the best quality straw at 
very competitive prices

Dan Collins 
Baling & Silage  
Ph 021 069 9926email office@loveag.nz



  

ISSUE NINETY ONE	 The Nor’wester 	 OCTOBER  2024

9

JPs in the
Foothills Area

Mayfield
	 Jannet Cross 0274 347 958
	 Pauline Hewson.03 3036 397.
	 Grant Early.0215 141 56
	 Alistair Morrison. 0276 024 927
Mt Somers
	 Robert Schikker.0211 866 107.
	 Anne Marie Allan.0272 843 013.
	 Anne Parnham. 0277 676 056.
	 Wendy Millichamp.027 459 1277.
Springburn
	 Robert Withers.0273 030 138.

ANAMA RURAL WOMEN 
OPEN MEETING 

OCTOBER 16 th WEDENSDAY 10am

ANAMA RURAL WOMEN are holding an open meeting at 
Mayfield Church supper room 23 Mayfield Klondyke Road.
Come for coffee or tea at 10am followed by a speaker  from 
FENZ who will speak about fire safety in the home.Explain 
about Technology which is available for hard of hearing 
,planning exit routes along with other safety issues around fires.
Because fires can happen at anytime we would like to welcome 
you all to this meeting.
At our September meeting we had an interesting speaker from 
the blind society explaining the work they do and equipment 
available to help visually impaired to led independent lives.
This year Rural  Woman national ly have as  their 
project  Leptospirosis .Over the last 50 years they have helped 
fund research into vaccines for animals.Leptospirosis can spread 
to humans from infected animals by contact with the animals 
urine via mouth nose eyes or open cuts or contaminated water.
Symptoms are fever headaches muscle pain sore eyes.It can be 
mistaken for flu.
ANY ONE INTERESTED IN MORE INFO ON RURAL 
WOMAN AND WOULD LIKE TO JOIN OUR GROUP 
YOU ARE MOST WELCOME CONTACT KAY KING 
02733395131

October Extravaganza
If you fancy a cheeky night out with the girls let the 
Mayfield Women’s and Districts Dinner Club know and 
you could join us on Tuesday, October 29.
It’s a busy time of year and we’ve rescheduled our “Big 
Dinner” in the Mayfield Hall to stop a few scheduling 
double ups. 
Our night promises to be a bit of a surprise, there’ll be 
some luck involved and a few nervous giggles …  not 
to mention big hair, bosoms and lots of colour.  One 
thing’s for sure, there will be a delicious dinner and 
lots of laughter.
If you’re already following us on our Facebook page, 
we’ll reveal our entertainers on October 18. 
If that sounds like you, give the committee or let your 
ringers know you’re keen. Dinner is $50, starts at 
6pm. We need numbers by October 22. 

Sharon getting up close 
with the entertainers.

Committee:
Sonya Spencer (027 477-5997)
Cate Hogan-Wright (021 555-629)
Sharon Wallace (027 222-9066)
Wendy Grigg (027 428-8084)
Cathryn McDowell (021 102-6701)
Dianne Lake (022 082-9813)
Victoria Bell (027 450-6751)
Lara Lewthwaite (027 245-2953)

HOUSE WANTED TO RENT
October/November

to March/April
in Mayfield, Mt Somers

or surrounding districts.
Please contact Kay Love
Telephone 027 2049 535
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Contact: davidmillichamp136@gmail.com 
Phone: 027 434 5882 or 03 3039743

MAPLEMADNESSAT MT
SOMERS!

TREES, RARE

PLANT

SELECTION,  

PERENNIALS +

MORE!!

LABOUR WEEKEND

NURSERY & GARDEN OPEN 

DAVID & WENDY MILLICHAMP
50 Hoods Road, Mt Somers 

10.00-4.30pm  - 26th, 27th, 28th October

Maples galore! 
Oak Trees, Natives,

Perennials, Flowering
Cherries, Styrax, Apple

Trees, Hydrangeas, NZ Edible
Topiary Cranberries,

Hellebores, Lily of the Valley,
Sedum, Persica and more!

ALL SOUTH ISLAND SOURCED AND GROWN BY PASSIONATE FOURTH
GENERATION NURSERYMAN, DAVID MILLICHAMP

TRADING AS RAZORBACK COUNTRY NURSERY LTD
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Ashburton Forks Storage Units
9 and 6 metre deep units with Extra Height

to accommodate Boats, Motorhomes, Caravans etc.
24/7 monitored security. Power and lights in each unit.

To check availablity contact
Daisy on 03 3030 802
or message 021 212 3181

LIMITED 
SPACES

1807 Ashburton Staveley Rd
(AshForksEngineering)

Check out our webpage
storage-ashforks.co.nz/home/

º

Janene McDowell
027 287 3388
rentals2.ashburton@raywhite.com

Janene McDowell and Carey Von Lubke

Professional Property Managementt

96 Tancred Street,  Ashburton  •   rwashburton.co.nz   •   03 307 8317

Good Property 
  Management 
   doesn’t cost, 
     it pays!

Carey Von Lubke
027 697 6948
rentals.ashburton@raywhite.com

Call our Property Management team today or  
 drop into our office for a no obligation chat 
  about current demand, values, legislation 
   changes, or a general ‘investment health 
    check’ on your rental portfolio.
        

        Let Ashburtons only REINZ accredited 
          Property Management team take care of 
           your investment property.

Real Estate Mid Canterbury Property Management Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)

At our September tea meeting, our quest speaker was 
Pita Alexander. Pita is an agribusiness accountant with 
many years experience in the farming industry. He was 
very informative with interesting facts and figures, also 
how we can learn from pass events and knowledge to take 
into future.

Mayfield and Districts 
Lions Report

Robert Schikker proposed a vote of thanks
to Pita Alexander along with
Roger Baxter Club President.
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Multiple Dairy Assistant
Vacancies Across NZ

Apply Online: www.nzdairycareers.co.nz
Email: kathryn.haddow@nzdairycareers.co.nz

027 648 6856
ricky@fertsolutions.co.nz

RICKY TAYLOR

www.fertsolutions.co.nz

Liquid
Granule
Lime

Fertil i l iser
Spreading
Specialists

Mt Somers Community
Christmas Morning Tea
Thursday 12 December 10.30
at 62 Ashburton Gorge Road

everyone welcome. 
Please bring a small gift 

and a small plate to share.

Contact Ro Findlay 021 295 3640
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• • Underpasses
• • Irrigation Mainline Installation
•  • Project Management
• • 
• • Driveways

 

  
 
 
 

  

COMPUTERS
FIXED
FAST

FIRST TIME

144 Moore Street, Ashburton
www.mypc.nz
03 308 3400
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When sitting isn’t just sitting
In the list of services that Hospice Mid Canterbury (HMC) offers, “sitting” 
seems so straightforward. How difficult could “sitting” be? For those who 
don’t know, the impression may be of a volunteer sitting quietly alongside a 
client. However, the reality of “sitting” can be quite different. In fact, there 
is no limit to the imagination of our volunteers when it comes to enriching 
the life of our clients. 
Outings often play a major role in “sitting”. Volunteers and clients alike 
enjoy a drive and a change of scene.  Take Colin for instance. As well as 
bringing clients to Hospice for activity sessions, he enjoys sharing his 
favourite cafes and destinations around Canterbury. Pies in Temuka are a 
particular favourite. 
As they establish a rapport with clients, volunteers come to learn what their 
client enjoys, and this can lead to all sorts of visits and entertainments. For 
some, it may be the art gallery, for others a movie or sitting in the domain 
with a takeaway coffee.  
Volunteers often walk alongside clients as their needs and circumstances 
change. Kathryn recognised that her client needed extra support when he 
moved into a rest home and made daily visits to help the client settle in and 
be reassured.
For another volunteer, as his client became less responsive, and ice-creams at 
Mount Somers were no longer an option, he was able to tap into the client’s 
lifelong passion for motorbikes with a variety of videos on the topic. During 
one of these in-house viewings, a family member heard the laughter and 
chat and commented: “That’s the most responsive Dad has been for ages.” 
The value of “sitting” cannot be underestimated. Not only does it enhance 
the lives of clients, it also provides a valuable break for carers looking 
after someone with a life-limiting illness. Like all the other services HMC 
provides, it aims to help people live every moment in whatever way is 
important to them. 
If you or someone you care about has a life-limiting illness and would like 
our support, contact us on 307 8387, or
027 227 8387 or email manager@hospicemc.nz . 
We welcome new referrals.
See also our website www.hospicemc.nz  and look 
for Hospice Mid Canterbury on our facebook and 
Instagram pages. 
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0274 225 464
www.jholdawaycontracting.com

 BEET PLANTING

• 375mm and 500mm
 row spacing options
• Fertiliser down the spout

Call Jacob today 
to discuss your 

requirements and options, 
which include. . . . 

Cross 
Contracting Ltd

Experienced operators with over 
45 years local knowledge

For all your digging requirements

Phone Ron
021 347 958 or 303 6067

•	 Stock	water	race	cleaning
•	 Irrigation	race	cleaning
•	 Disposable	pits
•	 Soak	Pit	•	Trenches
•	 Gorse	fence	&	shelter	belt	removal
•	 Irrigation	mainline	trenching
•	 Shingle	screening	bucket

•	 Tip	truck	hire
•	 Tree	stump	removal	&	root	raking
•	 Operating	three	diggers
•	 On	farm	shingling	–	laneways,	
stockyards,	water	troughs

•	 Pipe	line	installation	&	repairs
•	 Cow	lane	cleaning

Proudly supporting the Mayfield Show

20
03

06
9

Grader and 20 ton digger available on request

Mayfield Playcentre 
We’ve been buzzing with activity lately, and we wouldn’t 
have it any other way! The Tamariki have enjoyed so many 
fantastic sessions recently, it’s hard to pick a favorite. The 
spring weather may have kept us on our toes, but we’ve 
made the most of it by soaking up the sunshine. And when 
the weather’s been less kind, our covered veranda—complete 
with drop-down curtains and new carpet—has been a real 
lifesaver!
Messy play week was an absolute hit! We dived into slime, 
cornflour gloop, and paint, embracing the chaos as always. 
Other standout sessions include our Jazzy music, sampling 
the fresh produce from our own garden, and a visit from a 
couple of *baaa*-rilliant guests (check out the photos to see 
who they were!). As if that wasn’t enough, the Tamariki also 
had a blast exploring Methven’s farm machinery museum!
With just a few more weeks until the end of term, we’ve got 
some exciting projects lined up for the holidays, so stay tuned 
for updates next term!
**Reminder**: Connect with us on Facebook or via email 
at mayfield@playcentre.org.nz to join our Alumni Facebook 
page and to grab your ticket to the Alumni Dinner on 
Thursday, October 17th at Panthers Rock ($60pp). 
Sessions run Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday from 9:15 
am to 12:15 pm.
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Servicing Mayfield, Mt Somers, Hinds and South 

Canterbury. 
 

Independent and locally owned.  
Large and small animals. 

Delivery service for all farm supplies. 
 

Cnr Woodbury / Main North Rds, GERALDINE  
Phone 03 6939060, email 
www.gatewayvets.co.nz 

 
 

24 HOUR ON-CALL 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
Phone: (03) 693 9060 

 

Cnr Woodbury / Main North Rds, GERALDINE
Phone: 03 693 9060

Email: clinic@gatewayvets.co.nz

NEW SEASON 
PEASTRAW FOR 

SALE 
Conventional squares - $7.50 per bale.  

Available in 21 bale bundles only. 

Medium squares - $45.00 per bale. 

Pick up anytime or please enquire about 
delivery options. 

All prices exclude GST. 

Contact James Carr to order: 
Phone: 027 202 6110  
Email: james.carr@stradbrookfarms.co.nz

Painter Available

Ph 0279 624 841 or 03 693 9803

Spruce up and protect your
property with a coat of paint! 

Interiors, exteriors, roofs
and weatherboards. 

Pressure washing, airless spraying, 
and a first-rate finish.

Friendly, professional service, good 
rates, excellent local references.

Call Wolffie for a free quote.
Distance no problem.
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Heybrook Building is part of the New Zealand 
Certified Builders and offers the Halo 10 year 
guarantee for peace of mind building for your 
next project. 

Servicing the Mid Canterbury foothills for over 
10 years, phone Thamis for all your building needs 

 022 354 6524 

heybrookbuilding@gmail.com 

Kia ora, Talofa, Mālō e lelei, Namaste, Ni Hao, Bula, Hola,
and Namaste - greetings everyone.

What a fabulous month we’ve had here at Mayfield School! It’s been jam-
packed with events, and it’s been a real treat to see our tamariki, staff, and 
the wider community coming together in such wonderful ways.
We just celebrated Pet Day – always a favourite here at Mayfield, and 
this year was no different! Our Agri-Education students, along with their 
awesome teacher, Mr Greenslade, organised and ran the entire day. The 
children arrived at school bright and early, kitted out in high-vis vests and 
ready to guide the day. They did an amazing job keeping things moving and 
helping out where needed – they truly were the stars of the show! The fancy 
dress parade was a highlight, with all sorts of creative costumes. We had a 
dog in a Superman outfit, a lamb wearing a korowai, a horse dressed as a 
butterfly, and much more. 
All the pets took centre stage for judging, and one of the most popular 
activities was the speed-drinking competition – who knew watching animals 
down a bottle of milk could be so entertaining? We also had a dad’s cake 
section, with over 20 dads entering. The cakes were auctioned off at the end 
of the day, with Duncan King, our presiding member, serving as auctioneer. 
We managed to raise almost $1,000 from the proceeds! Alongside this 
fundraiser, our Ruapuna class ran a sausage sizzle and sold other treats 
to raise funds for our 2025 Stewart Island Camp. A big thanks to all our 
whānau and friends who supported us – we really appreciate it! 
The day wouldn’t have run so smoothly without the help of Ethan and 
Maureen from Christchurch Party Hire, who supplied and set up the 
sound system, making transitions between activities seamless. Our amazing 
community members also helped us out by undertaking the difficult job of 
judging - a massive thanks to each and every one of them! 



  

ISSUE NINETY ONE	 The Nor’wester 	 OCTOBER  2024

17

2-3 hares eat the
equivalant of 1 stock unit 
and reproduce up to 10 

young each year.
Night shooting is the 

most effective method of 
control.

Rifleman Pest Control 
FARMS WANTED!!!!!!!!!!!

 Providing a free service from Mayfield to Methven 
that’s carried out by a local farmer. References available.

All carcasses utilised.

I collect all animals shot and also provide other services 
like possum trapping and

larger game animal control.

Text/Call Laurie Aitken
027 3143 491

riflemannz@gmail.com

Another highlight this term was the screening of Mayfield: The Movie at the 
Geraldine Cinema. This film was created to showcase all the learning our 
tamariki have done in terms 1 and 2 this year. The overarching concept for 
our learning in 2024 is Tūrangawaewae, which means “Our Standing Place” 
– and for us, that’s Mayfield. In term 1, we explored this through a Social 
Science lens, where the children learned about themselves, their culture, 
their names, and more. In term 2, we looked at Tūrangawaewae through a 
Science lens, leading our tamariki to explore farming, changes over time, the 
RDR, rivers, mining, and bird life. We are fortunate to have Donna-Marie 
Lever as a parent, and we utilised her expertise to put this learning on film 
– thus, Mayfield: The Movie was born!
To celebrate, we rolled out the red carpet, and our tamariki rose to the 
occasion, looking sharp and full of excitement. The cinema was packed 
with whānau and friends, and the atmosphere was electric! Everyone was so 
proud of our tamariki – and rightly so. They put in a tremendous amount 
of work, and it showed. All proceeds from the event are going towards our 
seniors’ Stewart Island Camp in 2025, so a massive thank you to everyone 
who supported this incredible event. Your generosity means so much.
On the teaching front, we were thrilled to welcome Mrs Walker to the 
Montalto class this term. She’s been fantastic, but we’re also excited to have 
Mr Richard Kidd back as the full-time teacher next term. The kids have 
missed him, and I know they’ll be thrilled to have him back in the classroom.
As we gear up for the final stretch of the term, I want to express a huge thank 
you to everyone in our school community. Mayfield School is a special place, 
and that’s down to the support and enthusiasm of you all – staff, students, 
parents, and whānau. We’ve had a brilliant few weeks, and I’m sure there’s 
plenty more to come. Here’s to finishing the term on a high note!
New Enrolments

Here at Mayfield School we welcome all visitors and anyone wishing to 
enrol their children. We also welcome children of any age to be pre-enrolled.  
If you would like your child to attend our wonderful school please pop in to 
see me or email me at principal@mayfieldschool.nz or phone 03 3036214
We would love to welcome you here. Nga mihi mahana kia koutou - warm 
greetings.

Aroha Stewart (Tumuaki/Principal)

continued on page 18
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Permanent & Temporary Staff Solutions

Email: donna@agstaff.co.nz | Phone: 021 502 484

Factory Workers
Rouging Gangs
Farm Assistants
Tractor Drivers

Labourers
Truck Drivers
Farm Assistants
and more...

IF YOU NEED STAFF, WE CAN HELP

continued from page 17
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PLUMBING & DRAINLAYING
CRAFTSMAN PLUMBER / REGISTERED DRAINLAYER

Phone: 03 693-8512 • Mobile: 0274 373 158
33 South Terrace, Geraldine

• NEW HOUSING
• REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
• ROOF REPAIRS
• RENOVATIONS

• DRAIN CLEANING
• LOGFIRE INSTALLATIONS
• CONCRETE CORING
• BACKFLOW TESTING

For a
first Rate job

call usMaster
Plumbers
Gasfitters
Drainlayers

MAYFIELD SPRAYING LTD

Tony 027 248 7045
mayfieldspraying@gmail.com

SPRAYING LTD

For all your agricultural spraying and 
liquid fertiliser needs with competitive 

rates phone Tony today.

Family
owned & 
operated

24
62

51
7

ashburtoncranes2015@gmail.com
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MAYFIELD MT SOMERS ANGLICAN PARISH 
  You might get a bit tired of me waxing lyrical 
about the beauty of nature, especially in the 
Spring. But I have to tell you that the garden 
has been my happy place for as far back as I 
can remember. I love mowing the lawns, 
because it gives me time to plan & just plain 
think. My way of having time out, because 
let’s face it, it doesn’t take much effort to sit 
on a mower and go round and round. Sorry I 
have to say, I think again, how wonderful the 
flowering bulbs have been this year. 
  Last week I celebrated another birthday and 
what a great day it was. Our daughter-in-law 
chose a café at Tai Tapu one I had heard a 
lot about over the years, and lunchtime so 
that our great grand-daughter could join in the 
celebration. So there were nine of us.  
   Our elder daughter is still with us. One 
grand-daughter was missing because she 
had just had her wisdom teeth out, but we 
caught up with her when we went back to our 
younger son’s home for the birthday cake. 
When our children were young my parents 
would arrive every few weeks on a Sunday 
afternoon for a visit, and my Mother always 
brought one of her Ginger Sponges with her. 
It was a cross between a light spongy sponge 
and Gingerbread and topped with whipped 
cream. Our Son has been nagging me for 
ages to try and find the recipe. And finally 
recently I located it and gave him a copy. And 
he made it for my birthday cake. 
  That evening our younger daughter and her 
daughter both in Southland rang and I had a  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

really good chat with both of them. Penny and  
I seem to spend most of the time these days  
talking about the edible parts of our gardens. 
Phillippa, who is nearing the end of her 
Training Future Farmers course told me 
about the lambing beat she is doing on 
Glenary Station. She has a flock of 6,000 
ewes to go round and it takes her five and a 
half hours. I hope as usual that your lambing 
and calving are going well. 
Blessings, Annette Eggleston 
 

From the Burial Register 
May they rest in Peace 
Roger Samuel Tasker 

Leonard Norman Murdoch 
 

ANGLICAN SERVICES 
Priest: Rev Annette Eggleston 

Holy Communion 
Oct 6   10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers 
Oct 20 10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers  
Nov3   10 a.m. St Aidan’s, Mt Somers 
 

 
 

CRISTCHURCH CITY MISSION - MEAT & 
FOOD DONATIONS (especially meat) 

Please contact Harvey & Annette Eggleston 
on 3024 006 if you have donations  
 

PARISH CONTACTS 
Parish Priest - Rev Annette Eggleston  
Email: harann000@gmail.com 3024 006  
Church Warden – Pauline Hewson 3036 397  
Church Warden, Secretary / Treasurer  
- Marion Jacobson 027 3607 180  
Email: marion.i.jacobson@gmail.com 

Presbyterian Church Services for October 2024
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had just had her wisdom teeth out, but we 
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recently I located it and gave him a copy. And 
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Phillippa, who is nearing the end of her 
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about the lambing beat she is doing on 
Glenary Station. She has a flock of 6,000 
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CRISTCHURCH CITY MISSION - MEAT & 
FOOD DONATIONS (especially meat) 

Please contact Harvey & Annette Eggleston 
on 3024 006 if you have donations  
 

PARISH CONTACTS 
Parish Priest - Rev Annette Eggleston  
Email: harann000@gmail.com 3024 006  
Church Warden – Pauline Hewson 3036 397  
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- Marion Jacobson 027 3607 180  
Email: marion.i.jacobson@gmail.com 

Walk Peak Hill and Coalgate Millennium 11 September:
6 walked Peak Hill and 10 walked Coalgate Millennium Walk

Walk Te Ara Avon Trail 21 August 
Lovely walk in Christchurch  red zones along the Avon River.
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- STOCK  

- BULK & GENERAL FREIGHT 

- BLOWER TRUCK 

- FERTILISER SPREADING 

- PUBLIC WEIGHBRIDGE  

- RAVENSDOWN STORE MAYFIELD  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ph: (03) 303 6102 Mayfield  
Ph: 0800 MTRANS (687267) 
 Email: office@mtrans.nz 

74 MAYFIELD KLONDYKE ROAD, MAYFIELD, ASHBURTON 7778 

Contact Ben Walls for all your
contracting needs

027 436 9133
ben.walls@quigleycontracting.co.nz

www.quigleycontracting.co.nz

This past month has just flown by for us here at Mt Somers 
Staveley Playcentre.  It feels like term 3 only just started and 
now we’re back into holidays!
Early in September, us Playcentre mums spent an evening 
together at centre.  Every child has their own Profile Book to 
keep a record of all the fun and learning they do, with learning 
stories completed by our Session Facilitator and by us.  We 
were amassing quite the stash of stories and artwork that 
needing glued in so we made it a nice social get-together.
We’ve been enjoying the spring weather (everything from sun 
to snow!) and with the warmer weather approaching we are 
looking forward to our Sandpit upgrade, taking place these 
holidays.  Thanks to Symon Bell, this popular area is going 
to be looking smart for term 4.  We also have a new slide and 
bridge sides to come too!
We visited the new Ashburton Public Library recently where 

Mt Somers Staveley Playcentre
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we listened to stories and songs and had a look 
around this exciting new space.  The playground 
was popular!
We ended the term with a celebration session last 
Thursday.  There was a 2nd Birthday for Fiona, a 
graduation for Cameron and Rylee completed her 
chemo treatment last week too!  Cheers all around!
If you’ve been considering Playcentre for you 
and your child, Term 4 begins on Tuesday 15th 
October.  Pop on in and say hi!  9am - 12pm, 50 
Pattons Road.
NOTE:
Hi severyone.   My name is Gemma and as the 
PR/Promotions Officer for Mt Somers Staveley 
Playcentre, writing these articles has been one of 
my jobs for the past four years.  I have also been 
the President for the past two years.  I have really 
enjoyed these two roles.   As my son has now 
turned 5, I am sadly waving goodbye to our time 
at Playcentre.  Back in 2020 I forced myself out of 
my little introvert bubble and attended Playcentre 
with my two kids.  It was one of the best things I 
have done.   My children have made wonderful 
friendships that have continued on through to 
school and so have I.  Joining this great community 
has done wonders for all of us and I am so glad I 
pushed myself out of my comfort zone.  If you’ve 
been thinking about attending Playcentre, I urge 
you to give it a go, it is a great way to get to know 
other parents in the area.  It’s a fantastic place for 
kids but also for us parents too!
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Special Visitors
Last week we were lucky enough to have our friends from the 
Piwakawaka class at Carew Peel Forest School join us for the 
morning! We welcomed back some very familiar faces who have not 
long transitioned to school and had some very excited tamariki eager 
to see their friends and siblings.

The preschoolers buddied up with the older children and got into 
three groups. We then set up three different stations to keep everyone 
busy and evenly spread across our wee preschool environment. One 
group set off to a music and movement session with our resident 
musician and head teacher, Abbey. Here they sang, danced and 
even had a go with some musical instruments. The next group 
went outside where Debs had a very exciting activity planned in the 
sandpit. Here the task was to work together to create a model of our 
local awa/river, the Rangitata River, using paint, tinfoil, rocks and 
foliage from our trees. Everyone had a lot of fun getting messy with 
mud and paint before coming inside to wash off and start the next 
activity. The final group was with Casey and was tasked with creating 
a collage of our local maunga/mountain – Tarahaoa or Mt. Peel. Our 
Piwakawaka friends helped the preschoolers to draw their outline, 
and we then used torn up paper from various hunting and fishing 
magazines and scrap paper and glue to create blue skies, brown rocky 
mountains and lush green bush. The end result were some fantastic 
art pieces that represented our local maunga, a place that we are 
fortunate enough to look up at every day.

To finish off the visit we introduced the school kids to our preschool 
pet lambs, and they were kind enough to help us feed them. We are 
so lucky to have the space and resources to have farm animals on site 
– We are hoping to be able to take our lambs over to the Carew Peel 
Forest School Pet Day next term! We cherish the special relationship 
we have with Carew Peel Forest school and are lucky to have this 
wider learning network for our tamariki. Building and maintaining 
this relationship with our local school means transitions are a lot 
easier for everyone when the time comes to head off to ‘big school’.

We are currently welcoming new families at Peel Forest Preschool 
and encourage you to come and see our amazing wee spot! We are 
licensed for 18 children, have 3 qualified kaiako as well as an amazing 
part time administrator/kaiako. Our opening hours are 8.30am 
– 3.30pm Monday – Wednesday and 8.30am – 3pm Thursday – 
Friday. Please get in touch with our manager Casey on (03) 696 
3740 or email peelforestpreschool@gmail.com if you would like 
more information. 
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Over 30 years experience servicing
and supporting the local community

Mob 027 433 8003O�ce  308 8479 

Web  www.gdc.net.nz  Email  o�ce@gdcgroup.nz
Free Phone 0800 432 583 (GDC LTD)

2 Fords Road, Ashburton  • 106 Hilton Highway, Timaru

Earthworks
• Any type of Earthmoving

Laneways
• Lime capping

Ploughing
• Cable + Waterpipe Installation

Directional Drilling
• Trenchless Technology

Utility Detection Services
• Find it �rst

Demolition
• Residential and Commercial

Call us today for an obligation free quote.
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All photos supplied by Sanae Hydes

Walk Staveley Hill 28 August 
A beautiful day to walk in the Staveley Hill. 

All photos supplied by Sanae Hydes

Walk Woolshed Creek Hut 18 September 
Warm temperature helped melting the ice and snow on the track.



 

ISSUE NINETY ONE	 The Nor’wester 	 OCTOBER  2024

28         

Ensor & Co knows the meaning of And better than anyone, 
to us it’s so much more than just a word. It’s how we work.

It means working together to achieve the one thing that matters 
the most when buying or selling your home; the best price for you.

03 423 2460 
o f f i ce @ e n s o ra n d co . n z   |   e n s o ra n d co . n z 

And
conj. 
 

1. Together with or along with;
2. Added to; plus.


