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Bringing you the News from Carew in the south to Alford Forest in the north and all places in between.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
A meeting is to be held at the Mt Somers Hall on
Thursday, 16th October at 7.30 to discuss the
winding up of the Mt Somers and District Citizens'
Association.
Celebrating Student Success and Community Robert Schikker, Chairman

Connections at Mayfield School
It has been a busy and exciting term here at Mayfield School, with plenty
to celebrate!
Last week, we had the privilege of hosting the Opuke Kahui Ako Festival
of Cultures. The day was a celebration of the diversity within our wider
community, featuring music, dance, and international food stalls. Our
tamariki/children loved stepping up to host this year’s festival as we carried
on the highly valued event as they took part and experienced the rich cultural
flavours and performances on offer. These events aren’t successful without
planning and passion. The Mayfield School staff ensured our students were
well prepared with their performance items and took time to ensure the
festival was a success. A big thank you to all Mayfield School whanau/
families that supported us on the day. A special mention needs to be made
to the Mayfield Lions for their support with traffic management, Paul at
Smith and Sons Ashburton for setting up the stage and Lushingtons for
the loan of plants. Mayfield School appreciates all the community support.
We are incredibly proud of Saskia Blake, our Year 8 student who placed
second in the Rotary speech competition. Delivering a well-crafted and
engaging speech in front of a large audience takes courage, and this result
reflects her hard work and confidence as a speaker.
Our budding scientists also shone at the Midlands Science Fair, bringing
home several prizes across a range of categories. Their curiosity, creativity,
and perseverance in investigating real-world questions really impressed
the judges and highlighted the strength of science learning at Mayfield
School. Congratulations to Ty Austin, George Waddell, Charlotte Willians,
Maddison Taylor, Fergus Morrow and Lochie Harrison.
These moments strengthen our school culture and provide opportunities for
our students to shine beyond the classroom.
Enrolments are open for our 2026 school year. We welcome you, or
someone you know, to come and visit our amazing kura/school as your child = d - . MAYFIELD
either begins their school journey or is transferring from another school. R e ; SCHOOL
Enrolments are being taken for years 0-8. For those looking at options o
for Year 7 and 8 why know come and check us out. We offer an inclusive
learning environment for the intermediate school years, where your child
will learn through a personalised learning approach and will be involved in
a wide variety of additional programmes aimed at assisting, extending, and
supporting your child.

Mavfield School

Nga mihi,
Emma Hewett Tumuaki/Principal, Mayfield School

PALMER

RESOURCES

We're proud to be involved in our
local community at a grass roots level.

0800 303 980 « www.palmerresources.co.nz
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GDC

0800432 583
0800 GDCLTD

Proud to be Locally Owned and Operated and
Proud to Support our Local Community

*Do it OnCe, Do 1t /63/&‘ "

From a driveway to a full farm development - no job is too big or too small
RURAL, COMMERCIAL or RESIDENTIAL we do it all!

Drainage / Water Systems e« Power Design and Install
Hydrovac Excavation e Rut Busting

Hiab e Mole Plough -

Long Reach Digger Power / Water / Fibre
Ponds Dairy Shed Sitework (20mmto 125 mm)
Services Location (GPR) Stump /Hedge Removal < All Farm Maintenance
Before U Dig Certified e Mulching Requirements

Hot mix / Chip seal e Irrigation Installs And Much More!

Bulk Shingle Supplies
Lime — Dairy Lanes
Underpasses
Siteworks

GDC can manage your Project from concept to completion.
Call one of our experienced team for an obligation free quote or to
ask about our many other services - 0800 GDC LTD.

Email office@gdcgroup.nz
Web www.gdc.net.nz
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Results of the Mayfield
Scout Group Keas section
raffle drawn on

1st September 2025

Prizes:

1%t — 1 nights accommodation at Top Of The Plains
donated by Sarah and Craig Clucas $410.

Winner-denny Lansdown

2" — Opuke Hot Pools Voucher
donated by Crichel Downs Potatoes $150

Winner- Chilton and Mayne

3 — A cord of wood donated by Mayfield Lions $325
Winner- Kyle Watson

4% — New World Voucher donated by Cross Contracting $100
Winner- Rodger Lake

5t — Heaps of Scratchies Tickets donated by

Quigleys Contracting $150

Winner- Otto Rivs

6" — Produce Pals Voucher donated by
Clemens Contracting $100

Winner- Craig Clucas
7" — Panthers Rock Voucher donated by Base Fertility $150
Winner — Johnny White

8" — Netherby Meats Voucher donated by Cates Grain and
Seeds $150

Winner- Dave Whillans

ot — Gift basket donated by Midlands Seeds $100

Winner- Gaye Roulston

Raffle drawn by Grant Early, JP.

All funds raised to be used for Keas activities and to assist
in the repairs needed to the Mayfield Scout den.
Congratulations to the winners. A big thank
you to the prize sponsors; we couldn’t
have done it without you!

For Sale - Stock Feed

Ryegrass Straw - Shed stored.

Truck and trailer unit loads,
sold by the tonne.

Wheat grain %

Barley grain \% \@)

Enquiries to: lan 0272 302 188 \

Blue Sky Farms Ltd, Methven
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D Forbes Fencing
All Rural Fencing

Stock Yards
Post and Rail
35 years experience

Phone Dougal on

027 2601 040

Email dforbesfencing@gmail.com

WOODY'S
TAILING

JN Woodham Trading
/_

- — —
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Taking Bookings Now for
our busy Tailing Season

We operate a Double Race
Pratley with Hydraulic Lamb
Chute and are capable of
putting through 4000+
Lambs a day.

We offer competitive rates
and will tail your Mob no
matter how big or small.

o

Mid Canterbury based,
but will come to you

no matter how near or far.
Phone 022 0955 465
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The Old Post Office Librar
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We have been having another tidy up in our library and
making use of the fact that Bookerama is upon us again.....
a very good time to sort older books and also books which
haven’t been read very often. A collection of these books is
reserved for the outside shelves as ‘giveaways’ and many
of the older books are off to new homes through Bookerama
and making some money at the same time for charity.
We are buying new books every month and need the shelf
room to display them.This months additions are:
‘Unforgetting’ by Belinda Robinson.
A New Zealand memoir by one of Bruce Mason’s
daughters. Belinda’s mother was a well known obstetrician
and doctor in Wellington, and her Dad, Bruce, the well known
author of many plays. poems , and stories.
His most celebrated play was ‘The End of the Golden
Weather’ which is still being performed many years later.
Belinda and her siblings were brought up by their nanny and
this experience dominates the first part of the book. Hidden
from their parents, cruel abuse occurred and the siblings kept
their secret for years. Eventually the truth was told and nanny
was promptly ‘down the road’, but not before psychological
damage had caused harm that would resurface over the
years. This book held my interest, learning about early
Wellington during university years of the Mason children, as
well as life in a family of bright academics . My early childhood
was on a farm and | couldn’t help but compare these two
very different upbringings.
“Saving Elli’ by Doug Gold.
This is the third book in a series written by Timaru author
Doug Gold. He was recently interviewed on TV about this
book and how it came about.
This is Elli’s story, a young Jewish girl hiding in Amsterdam
during the war, her father had been executed and her
mother was fleeing for her life. However a resistance couple
had taken Elli into their home and concealed her in their
ceiling. And meantime they continued their resistance

Steady As You Go (SAYGO)
You could save yourself from a fall by attending SAYGO classes.
SAYGO improves:
Balance & leg strength © Flexibility ® General fitness & well-being
* Falls are the most common cause of injury in older people
* One third of people over 65 fall each year
* Half of people over 80 fall each year
* Designed for men and women

* Falls are not a natural part of ageing and are almost always

associated with weakened leg muscles and poor balance
So come and join us for an hour. Classes every Wednesday,
Staveley Hall 1.30pm. For enquiries, Rhonda Reveley 021 0423 839
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movements against the Nazis, continually outwitting the
enemy, but how long can they keep that happening?

High suspense and a true story. The absolute bravery of the
resistance workers during wars amazes me.

‘The Elements’ by John Boyne.

This rather big book is a collection of his latest four books...
‘Water’, ‘Earth’, ‘Fire’, and ‘Air’ all in one volume of 500 pages.
We also have copies of the four books as separate books
which are much easier to handle, at approximately 150 pages
each. This is a superb series, it is like a giant jigsaw where
all the characters in each book are part of an overall tale. |
can’t recommend it highly enough.

This latest book ‘Elements’is essentially four books in one, so
unless you are prepared for ‘quite a read’ ( challenging in
parts) it would be better to take one book at a time. We would
like ‘Elements’ to circulate quite quickly and not be in one
reader’s hands for weeks on end. It can happen!!

‘The Women are not Fine’ by Hope Reese

This slim volume has been described as ‘a moving story
of desperation, violence and survival’ and ‘an enthralling
account... fascinating’

At the turn of the 20th century in a small village of Nagyrev in
Hungary, a midwife known as Auntie Zsuzsi was a caregiver
and confidante of the village women. As she helped the
women give birth and assisted them with abortions and all
things womanly, she became aware of their unbearable lives
with drunk and abusive husbands.

Her solution was arsenic.

And over the next few years the quiet village became the
epicentre of one of the most deadliest poisonings of the
century.

This is a true crime story and is a haunting exploration of
what can happen when women'’s suffering goes unanswered.
Some unknown history..... | certainly have never heard of

‘The Unlikely Doctor’ by Timoti Te Mike.

More non-fiction. And this book is a top seller in NZ, even
knocking Jacinda’s book off the number 1 spot.

It’s the story of becoming a doctor in NZ at 56 in spite of a
gang life, and then a time of being in imprisonment. | have
not read it, but have only heard glowing reports about it. Pretty
amazing.... just to study for Med school at 56 alone, never
mind such a challenging background. | hope this becomes
a well read book and interests many of our readers.

‘The Secret Book Society’ by Madeline Martin

A tale of sisterhood and empowerment set against the
background of Victorian England in 1895. Three women form

F
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a secret book club, these being the times when women were
not encouraged to read other than instructive texts on how to
be better wives to their menfolk!

Books for pleasure were thought to make them contrary
and develop opinions that differed from their husbands.
And possibly cause ‘hysteria’, a fairly loose description of
any woman who had said too much, criticised her husband,
or generally ‘overstepped the mark’, and was very quickly
removed to the local asylum. The asylums were full of women
suffering from the effects of menopause but hidden away so
life could be more comfortable for the men in their lives.
This book has been well researched and is based on fact. It
can be found in the section with other books based on fact, in
a separate bookcase beside the office door or in the non
fiction shelves.

All our books purchased by the library have a ‘dot’ system.... A
red dot on the spine denotes the year of purchase. The yellow
dot is to represent a literary read or more ‘thoughtful’ read as
opposed to popular fiction. These books are in alphabetical
order starting from the shelves immediately behind the counter
and continue around to the couch area. The silver dot at the
top of the book spine signifies a crime read.

Grazing Wanted

Do you have grazing suitable for
store lambs? Grass preferred but other
options considered.

Please phone lan 0272 302 188

We have various collections by the same author... eg John
Boyne, Rose Tremain. Deborah Challinor, Elizabeth Strout,
Lisa Genova, and these can be found grouped together
in various shelf positions throughout the library. Literally a
treasure hunt!!
We have some belated and ongoing thanks to make.... in no
particular order... Fletcher... forever being called upon for his
willingness to pass on his expertise and skills, and likewise
Peter who helps us out regularly. There is always something
to do that seems to require male brawn or brains, and it is
wonderful that we have a good supply of such menfolk. Thank
you so much! And to all other members of the community who
will lend a hand when needed and do so willingly. We are all
very proud of the library and the envy of book readers, but it
takes a community to keep it being the success it is. Thank
you again to our volunteer librarians who keep the doors open.
Phone for more information. Annie 021 1264310
or Pam 0274 363736.

Mayfield Reserve & Hall Board

Triennial Meeting
27 November 2025
7.30pm in the Mayfield Hall supper room
2014 Arundel Rakaia Gorge Road
All Welcome
Contact David Greenslade 027 333 6835.

Then this is for you

CH® I CE

ANEW STANDARD IN PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Are vou a DIY landlord?

RayWhite

At Ray White we are reshaping property management
standards, we are changing the perception of who we are and what we do
with the introduction of ‘Ray White Choice’.

Property Management is not a ‘one size fits all’ service BUT with

‘Ray White Choice’ we are empowering self-managing landlords through
professional support, convenience and flexibility to pick and choose
the products and services they need, to provide better outcomes.

So, if you are looking to retain control of your property and tenancy,
have the confidence and tools at your fingertips then we know our

suite of self managing products will be just what you are looking for.

Ray White
Property Management

b LD

REMNT ACCRITID AESIDEHTIAL
FROPERTY BANEGER MEMEBER

Carey Von Lubke
027 697 6948

rentals.ashburton@raywhite.com

03 307 8317 | 96 Tancred Street, Ashburton 7700

Real Estate Mid Canterbury Property Management Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)
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Contact our Property Management leam
for more information.

Janene McDowell
027 287 3388

rentals2.ashburton@raywhite.com
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Safer Mid Canterbury
Hakatere Haumaru

Our sixteenth group have now finished the road code course
and we are having great results with their learners license tests
already. The next step for them is to get out on the road with
our great volunteer driving mentors. So once again, we are on
the hunt for more volunteer driving mentors. If you have a few
spare hours twice a week and are keen to help a newcomer gain
independence, we would love to hear from you.

The role is very rewarding and always a lot of fun. It's a great
way to see the countryside while learning about another culture.
Our driving students are very grateful for the opportunity to learn
to drive alongside an experienced mentor, and it is life changing
for them. We have students dotted all over the Ashburton District
from many different cultures just waiting for a driving mentor to
come available. If this is something you would like to be part
of, give me a call.

If you are a Facebook user, have a look at the video on our page
(Mid Canterbury Rural Driver Licensing Scheme) featuring the
wonderful Johnston Brothers who put a lot of money into the
community. There is an interview with one of our past students
who talks about how her life has changed since getting her
drivers license. This video is also on Advance Ashburton
Community Foundations Facebook page. Have a look. The
generosity of these men is amazing. They have helped so many
people over the years and they are so humble. We are very
grateful that they have supported our programme right from
the beginning.

If you would like to be part of this amazing programme, as a

JACKO

CONTRACTING & CONSULTING LTD

e Tracks & Lanes

¢ Dairy Lane Capping

¢ Tree Removal

¢ Logging/Forestry Work
¢ Farm Conversions

e \Water Storage

Mercedes and her student Lis getting ready for a dr/ve

student, driving mentor or to volunteer in other ways, we would
love to hear from you. Please contact Wendy Hewitt on 027 611
3301 or wendy.hewitt@safer.org.nz

We are also on Facebook, just search for the Mid Canterbury
Rural Driver Licensing Scheme.

The Mid Canterbury Rural Driver Licensing Scheme is a
partnership with the Mid Canterbury Rural Support Trust and is
proudly sponsored by NZTA Waka Kotahi, Advance Ashburton
Community Foundation, Ashburton District Council, The
Lion Foundation, COGs and Community Trust Mid & South
Canterbury.

Wendy Hewitt

Rural Licensing Co-Ordinator

Safer Mid Canterbury

255 Moore Street, Ashburton 7700

Ph: 027 611 3301

wendy.hewitt@safer.org.nz

Office hours - Monday to Friday 8.30 am to 4.30 pm

¢ Dairy Shed Foundations

¢ Underpasses

¢ Irrigation Mainline Installation

¢ Project Management

e Commercial/Domestic Building Foundations
¢ Driveways

Free Quotes and Great Advice. Call Today!

0275099 710

Find us on Facebook o

info@jackocontracting.co.nz
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Rifleman Contracting Ltd
Farms Wanted! !

Providing a Free Service
from Mayfield to Methven

Operations carried out by an
experience operator and farmer
Referances available
| shoot and collect all game species

Hares
Rabbits
Possum
Deer
Pigs

Text or Call Laurie Aitken
027 314 3491
riflemannz@gmail.com

GORSE
SPRAYING

"""'Mﬂuﬂ? o g R

ROSS BROWN CONTRACTING LTD
Registered Chemical Applicator
with 30 years experience
0274819190
WWW.gorsespraying.co.nz
email:gorseman@hotmail.com

>

Your Voice. Your Ward. Your Future.

///
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What'’s happening

at the Museum

The museum committee has been like ducks on a pond,
smooth on top but busy underneath!

We have partially emptied the museum to allow carpet to
be installed in the next few weeks,

And with the money that the Mt Somers District
Citizens Association granted us we have commissioned

items.

Outside we have been spreading wood chips for our
garden area and have put some lime chip down so that
we can bring back the potato Digger and Winch and
place them in a prominent position.

Rural

03 308 3400

WwWw.mypc.nz

144 Moore Street, Ashburton
Computing
‘O'lltﬁ@lll

COWCARE

Hoofcare for Dairy Cows

We now have a computer and scanner (via grant from the
Ashburton District Council) so we can start to catalogue
photos etc to keep a record of items within the museum.

We look forward to catching up with everyone at the Mt
Somers Xmas Market where we will have a sausage sizzle.

We are open to suggestions for fund raising, helping with
Catering at events etc.

From Two ducks on the committee

Margaret Cook Secretary and Wendy Grigg President.
Ph:021 161 6763 & Ph: 0274 288 084

\\)

Q.

< Joseph Builders ;,;,lbg,?

new builds - renovations
restorations - design
rural - residential

commercial - compliance

Ouality Hoof Trimming for Dairy Cows
T o U Birve: Heool Care Producis:

« Cattle Crishissg

033039830 0800500564
josephbuilders@xtra.co.nz

: - :"'a_ 3
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www.josephbuilders.co.nz
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two cabinets to be made to measure for better display of

Mt Somers Village
Working Bee

Again we will try and enthuse any local residents
who would like to come and help us to tidy up the
village green before Labour weekend and rapidly
approaching Xmas! Our newsletter’s namesake
has caused quite a bit of havoc with some of the
plantings.

The worst of this will have been cleared up but
there are always weeds (Bryan Humm has done
extensive spraying tho’) and those dreaded
cabbage tree leaves to gather up. Some major
tree pruning may also happen on the day. So
please if you can spare a couple of hours bring
along your favourite gardening tools and come
help. TUESDAY 14th October at 3 PM. Thankyou
so much to Barry Kerr who has been our lawn
mower for many years. He is now retiring from this
role and we are grateful to have the expertise of
Wendy Cullen taking over so ably from Barry. We
are fortunate to have this lovely area in the midst
of our tidy wee village so please help us to keep
its good name. Pam Annand. 021 1264 310 (ring
if any queries)

Cross
Contracting Ltd

Experienced operators with over
45 years local knowledge

-
o,

Fertililiser
Spreading
Specialists
o Liquid
e Granule
e Lime

For all your digging requirements &F
= Stock waler race cleaning « Tip track hire B il ¥ )
= Imigation e cleaning = Teee stump reemoval & mot raking |y &
= Dhsposable plts « Operating theee diggers = =, |
= Spak Pt = Trenches = On fanm shingling = Lanevways, R -3
= G fence & shelter belt removal  stackyands, water traughs
« Irrigation malnling trenching » Pipe linse inaallsthon & repain
» Shingle sweening bucke! » Cow lane cheaning

Grader and 20 ton digger available on request

Phone Ron

021 347 958 or 303 6067

ISSUE ONE HUNDRED & TWO

www.fertsolutions.co.nz
OCTOBER 2025

THE NOR'WESTER
9



Walk Tinwald

We walked around the old and new areas of west side of Tinwald.
Morning tea at the Tinwald Domain and lunch at the Lushingtons.

ANAMA RURAL WOMEN

This month we had a special lunch at Panthers Rock Mayfield
to celebrate 100 years of Rural Women NZ .Ladies from
Anama branch were joined by representatives from local
groups which had closed.We
" welcomed ex members from
'] Christchurch, Wanaka and
& Oxford. There was plenty of
~ chatter and reminiscing. Once
» there was a group in Montalto,
Mayfield, Ruapuna, Lismore,
Westerfield and Anama.

Rural Women was originally
called Women’s Division of
P Federated Farmers started by
~ a group of women secing the

support their husbands
got from belonging to
a group and wanting |
something similar. It
has always been there to !
support and advocate for
rural people.

At the moment they are
running a survey which |
can be done by googling
Rural School Transport s
and Education Access %
Survey, run by Ruralﬁ

Women NZ.

If this applies to you, you can do the survey .

Our next meeting will be October15th, anyone
wishing to join us contact Kay 027 3339 513.

» GENERAL FARM MAINTENANCE

o ALKATHENE PIPE LAYING

* |RRIGATION MAINLINE TRENCHING
8,14 & 20 TONNE DIGGERS
e TIP TRUCK & TRAILER

» GRADER

e SCREEN SHINGLE SUPPLIES
e TREE REMOVAL

Alistair Parris Owner / Operator - 20 Hinds Gorge Rd RD 8 Ashburton 7778
Ph: 027 434 7278 | E: mtsomersexcavation@xtra.co.nz | www.mtsomersexcavation.co.nz
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The “Stuff’ of Grief

Loss is an inevitable part of living. Hospice Mid
Canterbury (HMC) deals with the grie% of loss on a daily
basis, from diagnosis of a life-limiting illness to the loss
of a loved one.

It is tough to deal with the “stuff” of grief: the possessions,
clothes, and other belongings of the person who has
died. Once the instructions of the will have been dealt
with, dealing with the remaining belongings may feel
overwhelming. If you are tackling this task, the following
may be useful.

There are no rules

When dealit;{g with the stuff of grief, there is no rigiht or
wrong way. You can make your own decisions on what to
keep or wﬁat to give away. 2lf'here is no timetable. You only
need to tackle this task when you are ready.

Even when you do decide to clear out some of the
belongings, there are no rules. You may need to go slowly,
perhaps alone, stoppiniat times to sit with your memories.
Or you may welcome the support and assistance of friends
or family members who want to share in the process.

Sorting stuff

However you do it, having a system can help, such as
dividing the “stuff” into categories.

e The first category is special items, in particular those you
know you want to keep for yourself. It is comfortinlg to
have items that hold the memories of your loved one close.

* Asecond category is for things (ffou may be unsure about
right now but may want to consider keeping. You may find
with some items that you can’t decide right now. In the

midst of grief, some decisions just need to wait.

* 'The third category are items that can be given to others
or sold. This couldy include items of sentimental value
gifted to family and friends. Other items may be saleable
or will be welcomed by charity stores for those in need.
The estate clearance service offered by the HMC shop can
assist with this.

* Finally there are things that clearly could be discarded.
These items have no value to you, emotional or otherwise,
and many people find this the easiest to deal with. By
clearing some of this “stuff”, you clear space and get a real
sense o% progress.

Remember that this is a tough task for many. Take your
time and reach out if you need help.

If you or someone you care about
has a life-limiting illness and would
like our support, contact us on
307 8387, or 027 227 8387 or
email manager@hospicemc.nz . We
welcome new referrals.

See also our website www.hospiceme.nz
and look for Hospice Mid Canterbury
on our facebook and Instagram pages.

Mayfield Playcentre

At Mayfield Playcentre we've had a busy and exciting term and are
looking forward to the warmer months ahead. Together with our
tamariki, we've enjoyed messy play, painting, baking, building, and
plenty of outdoor adventures (muddy boots included!).

We've been hard at work upgrading our play spaces and planning
new activities to keep our sessions fresh and fun. It’s been a great
reminder that Playcentre is about parents and children learning
alongside each other, and about building friendships that go beyond
the preschool years.

We always welcome new families, whether you're new to Mayfield
or have been here a while. Come along, join a session, and see what

we're all about - wed love to meet you!

24 HOUR ON_CALL
EMERGENCY SERVICES
Phone: 03 693 9060

Servicing Mayfield, Mt Somers, Hinds
and South Canterbury
Independent and locally owned.

Large and small animals.
Delivery service for all farm supplies.

Cnr Woodbury / Main North Rds, GERALDINE
Phone: 03 693 9060

Email: clinic@gatewayvets.co.nz

AshburtoniGraneHire]litd!
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hospice

Mid Canterbury
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ﬂ’ Master
Painters”
Maw Taalnnd

Wolttie's Painting Service

Interiars, Exteriors & Roofs

Excellent Local References

Providing friendly, professional service in
South Canterbury For over 10 years

ph 0279 624 841

L P

10TH OCTOBER

VENUE: MT SOMERS RUGBY CLUB

GDIC

Spomored by

L L

¢ @ M1 Somers Springburn School
£ Sap - G

Mt Somers Springburn School, in partnership with
Greg Donaldson Contracting Lid , proudly presents...
44 Beats by Bingo = The Ultimate Musical Bingo Might!
i

T Date: Friday, 10th ODctobaer
T Venue: Mt Somers Rugby Club

Gt ready to test your music knowledge, share plenty
of lawghs with friends, and compete for some amazing
prizes, B Y Delicious foad and drinks will be
ansailable all néght!

PLUS - don't miss owr incredible auction with
bargains you woen't believe, generousty donated by
local businesses.
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Walk Temuka

This was our first walk in Temuka and we found out
there’s many nice walkways there.

.. 0
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Book of the Month — Mt Somers Library
Title: ‘not her real name — and other stories’
Author: Emily Perkins

Publication year: 1996

A review by Elles Smallegoor

Last month I promised to get back to Emily Perkins’s collection of
short stories — all twelve of them this time. The first story followed
20-somethings Cody and Francis and almost all other stories focus on
the lives of young adults like them, trying to figure out themselves, life
and love — usually with limited success. The reader gets a brief peek into
their urban lives which mainly consists of personal and professional
soul-searching, drinking, (unhealthy) sex, romantic self-delusion
and some pretty narcissistic and self-destructive behaviour. There
is Billy in “barking”, who dreams of becoming an actor like Marlon
Brando but he is only at the start of this journey — he has joined a
local theatre group. Unwilling to be vulnerable and not yet confident
and mature enough to laugh at himself, he screws this first step up
miserably. There is Dorothy in “you can hear the boats go by” who
we find at the supermarket freaking out about seeing her ex Edward,
and, instead of just having a — slightly painful - wee chat with him,
goes into her anxiety-ridden head and displays some pretty unusual
behaviour. There is Kate, who is suddenly confronted with the suicide
of a friend. There are Marcelle and Diana, best friends who support
each other in their difficult journeys into creative work — or do they?
Perkins is great at creating these troubled twenty-somethings. The
characters feel real and the reader is instantly drawn into their worlds.
Reading the collection as a whole, however, leaves the reader with a
sense of a young Kiwi generation that is pretty frustrated and dark-
minded. Luckily, in most stories, Perkins provides humour and wit to
offset the bleakness. Billy, for instance, is disgusted by his upbeat, life-
loving female drama teacher who wants them to “Find Their Clown”.
Perkins offers the reader Billy’s long inner monologue thrashing his
teacher and his fellow students in language that I won’t repeat here but
is so hilarious it made me laugh out loud. Perkins superbly manages
to keep you as a reader on Billy’s side, seeing the absurdist and slightly
silly nature of the clown exercise, and then suddenly smashes a rip
into this reader-character identification by relating his subsequent act
as Dog the Clown, aggressively barking at the group and upsetting
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whole dream too easily.

One story in the collection, “a
place where no one knows your
face”, forms an exception and
is told from the perspective of a
young boy who sits in the back
of his parents’ car with his sister,
on their way to their holiday
camping ground. It is almost
a relief to suddenly be put in
the mind of a young kid whose
world is just the car and who
quibbles with his sister, enjoys |

an icecream and tries to eat a

ripe peach without spilling the i L ’ ‘
juice, as his mother told him to.

The juxtaposition of this story with the others throws the heaviness
of the subject-matter of the entire collection (confronting and/or
embracing reality, maturity and responsibility) into relief. Although,
on second reading there are some parallels to be found as well.
Perkins’s debut is somewhat bleak but powerful in its rendering of
voices, characters and settings. A good place to start if you wish to
dive into her work.

Leaves, Snow &
STop BIH“SHaiI from blocking

up your spouting

Gum Leaf gutter guard has been proven on 1000’s of

homes across Australia & New Zealandfor the last 12 years.

Quality materials: BHP Colorbond steel mesh with unique

patented louvre which will even keep out pine needles. Will

not rust or sag with age or load. Colour matched to your

existing roof colour. 10 Year warranty for total peace of mind.
Call Rohan Rudd for a no-obligation

assessment and quote today

03 982 8850 or 0800 486 532

Any time, any day except Sunday =

(we all need a day off)
www.gumleaf.co.nz
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CRAFTSMAN PLUMBER / REGISTERED DRAINLAYER

NEW HOUSING

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

ROOF REPAIRS

RENOVATIONS
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DRAIN CLEANING

LOGFORE INSTALLATIONS

CONCRETE CORING

BACKFLOW TESTING
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SUNDAY, 23" NOVEMBER 2025 | 10am - 2pm
MT SOMERS DOMAIN, 67 HOODS ROAD, MT SOMERS
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agstaff

Good Buggers You Can Trust

Job Vacancies Available Now:

e |abourers

e Truck Drivers
e Farm Assistants
e and more...

e Field Staff

e Factory Workers
(days, nights, w/e
or weekday shifts)

Full-time | Part-time | Contract

Apply Online: agstaff.co.nz | Phone: 0800 247 8233
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Gambling Venue Policy

Gambling is enjoyed by many, but it
needs to be managed responsibly.

It's time to review our Gambling Venue Policy and we want your feedback
on a few proposed changes.

v Introducing a cap on the number of gambling venues allowed in the district.

v Retaining the current cap of five pokies per venue.

v Allowing existing venues to relocate to an alternative site if they meet certain conditions.
v Restricting venues from opening in or relocating to low socio-economic areas.

Have we got the balance right?

Help decide
what's right for
your community.

Read more and have your say!

ItsOurPlace.nz

Dangerous and Insanitary
Buildings Policy
Under the Building Act, Council is

required to make sure that existing
buildings in our district are safe and

hazards are dealt with. .
, . . E ?1@ Read more and have your say!
We're reviewing our Dangerous and Insanitary % r
Buildings Policy and proposing some minor E
ItsOurPlace.nz

changes, and we want to hear what you think.

kﬂc Ashburton

DISTRICT COUNCIL

Feedback closes on Monday 27 October

THE NOR'WESTER OCTOBER 2025
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FORAGE
HARVESTING

Complete forage harvesting
service. Mow, rake, chop,
cart, stack & weighbridge

MAIZE

Talk to us about
buying/selling maize

WINDROWING

MacDon tractor units
Variety of Mower,
Auger & Draper fronts

CULTIVATION

Cultivation

Reversable ploughing
Sumo trio

Heva discs & rollers

8.5m Sunflower cultivator
6m leveller

6m Allen Drill, direct &

conventional, seed & fert

B 6m Vaderstad Tempo fodder
beet & Maize drill, fert

B 6m Horsch Pronto DC drill

- seed & insecticide boxes for

cultivated ground.

Dan Collins
Baling & Silage
Ph 021 069 9926

email office@loveag.nz

THE NOR'WESTER
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BALING

B 4x3, 3x3 square bales
B Round bales
B Mow, mow-condition

B Tedder, rake, bale, tube
& individually wrap & cart

STRAW &
BALEAGE SUPPLY

Contact us for Customised
Deals for straw delivered at
harvest time so you can get
the best quality straw at
very competitive prices

Robert Love

Cultivation, Windrowing
& Feed Trading

Ph 027 304 8837

OCTOBER 2025

A COMMENT:

Not my original intention but I feel duty bound to mention the
passing of Roy Wilson.

Roy passed away about mid-August. I had visited him some time
possible late July, he discussed his health which was unusual for Roy,
he had been diagnosed as having prostate cancer and was about to
proceed with chemotherapy which he was not looking forward to.

I regret I had not visited him further but as I traveled to visit in
late August I was to learn before I reached his residence that he had
passed away some ten days earlier. I felt sad and a little guilty that I
had failed to call on him in what could have been a time of need, but
now I believe that was as Roy would have wanted it to be. He was a
very private person and certainly did not seek the limelight.

Over the years I had visited Roy from time to time, we were good
friends, but did not see a great deal of each other, perhaps it was that
we had a good understanding of each other.

Roy first became a Mt Somers citizen some thirty to forty years ago
when he purchased an empty section on Patten Street and proceeded
to develop this land into a park like garden with flower beds and
trees. At the time he had resigned from his employment and was
spending time in Dunedin where he cared for his ageing mother. A
short while later he bought the house in Pattern Street behind the
large hedge, the hedge he developed the lettering on. This house was
on a one-acre title which Roy really enjoyed, and he developed the
land into a garden of significance, it is an absolute credit to him. He
had a type of flat built at the back of the house for his mother to live

in on her visits to Mt Somers.

I do not know the family history of this man, I know that he had
traveled to Australia visiting a sister and brothers also to the North
Island on family visits, he had nieces and nephews. Roy himself was
a single man, age possible late 70s or early 80s a very private indi-
vidual.

Roy had accompanied me on several four-
wheel drive trips into the high country, he
very much appreciated these outings. The
real outing was when my generous family
had shouted me a three-hour flight with
Philip Todhunter over the Southern Alps.
I was able to take two or three passengers
with me, my immediate family appeared
not available except for daughter in-law
Ruth. Iinvited Roy, he was little relucted at
first, on second thoughts he considered it
an opportunity not to be missed. The flight
took place on the twenty fourth of Decem-
ber 2023. A very calm successful flight over
the Whitcombe pass along the west side
of the Alps around Aoraki Mt Cook and
returning along the East side of the Alps.
When I look back on that day now, I'm
so pleased that I had invited Roy to come

along with us.

Roy was the gardener of Mt Somers, his
hedge with the carefully shaped word-
ing, a tourist attraction, the wording now
gone! Roy felt that no other person would
want to or have the time to maintain such
a unique work of art. He was in his quiet
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way something of an artist, his collection of paintings gathered from
op shops. Perhaps more significant was the collection of ceramics
which he was proud of. They were Germain ceramics produced be-
tween a certain group of years, an interest he had developed over
time. A somewhat unique collection of items.

But Roy has passed on, what word best describes this man? Could it
be a ‘horticulturalist’ one with the art or practice of garden cultiva-
tion and management. Perhaps he was more of a botanist he had an
impressive knowledge of botanical species, with the common name
and the botanical names of many plant species. He was without
doubt a well-educated man.

Rest in peace Roy, your time as a resident of Mt Somers village has
been appreciated, long may the remnants of your gardens continue
to grow and flourish bringing pleasure to those who are privileged to
observe these gardens and smell the flowers.

“Nothing beautiful in this world is ever really lost...

Those we cherish will always live on in memory”

with regards, Denis.

LPG DELIVERIES

trom the Rangitata to the Rakaia
and trom the toothills to the sea

Local and
reliable LPG
for home and
business use

Phone 308 5397
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Mayhield Hall & Domaln Update September

Spring is here and the wind lately has certainly let us know. It was a
quiet end to winter with no bookings in August, however July wrapped
up with the group of campers from the New Zealand Motor Caravan
Association using the hall and domain facilities over a fabulous long
weekend. On the Saturday they enjoyed their lunch prepared by the
Mayfield School parents of students fundraising for their Stewart
Island Camp. The NZMCA group had a great weekend in Mayfield,
making the most of the winter sunshine.

Some maintenance work has recently been completed in the domain.
The trees along the boundary between the tennis court and Panthers
Rock had to be removed, as their roots had begun to lift the court
surface.

During the school holidays, the Wellbeing Opuke Holiday Program
has been back in the hall, providing activities for local children. It’s
always great to see the space being used.

Looking ahead, the Mayfield A & P Show Association will be hosting
a Centennial Celebration Fundraising Dinner on Friday, October
3rd. It’s shaping up to be a great night and well worth supporting if
you are around.

Lastly, the Triennial Meeting for the Reserve Board is scheduled for
Thursday, November 27th at 7.30pm in the hall supper room. All

welcome.

It's time to choose your new council and mayor.

Visit voteashburton.nz to view candidate profiles, videos
and find the tools you’ll need to make an informed decision.

—7

No voting pack?

If you haven't received a voting pack or forgot
to enrol, you can still cast a special vote. Visit
Ashburton District Council at 2 Baring Square
East to request your special voting form.

Voting closes at noon, Saturday 11 October.

FIND OUT MORE >
VOTEASHBURTON.NZ

ISSUE ONE HUNDRED & TWO
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EYBROOK
UILDING v

For all hall booking enquiries, please contact Aafke Baxter on
027 463 9728
For any other correspondence or if you're keen to get involved, please

contact David Greenslade (Chairman) on 027 333 6835.

By Aafke Baxter, on behalf 0f the Mzzyﬁeld Hall and Domain Commzttee sss New builds Renovations

Farm Buildin
AN &
NZ | Roofing

cB
B Servicing the Mid Canterbury foothills for over
10 years, phone Thamis for all your building needs

022 354 6524

Concrete

Decks

heybrookbuilding@gmail.com

PEA STRAW &
MUSHROOM COMPOST

Pea Straw

Conventional squares - $7.50 per bale
Available in 21 bale bundles only

Medium squares - $50.00 per bale

Pick up or delivery available - please enquire

Mushroom Compost

$75.00 per m2 (1 bucket)
Bag your own $7.50 per 25kg bag
Truck load $750 (13T/ 24m3)
All prices exclude GST

Contact James Carr to order:
Phone: 027 202 6110
Email:james.carr@stradbrookfarms.co.nz

Stradbrook

FARMS«

PGG Wrightson

JEFF
DONALDSON

Your local rural and lifestyle sales consultant

Looking to buy, sell, or invest in real estate in 2025?

Forward planning is key to maximizing your properties
value. Partner with an agent who puts your best interests
front and centre.

Jeff Donaldson - specializing in lifestyle and rural
properties.

Contact Jeff today for hands on guidance with every step
of your real estate journey.

CALL TODAY

pggwre.co.nz

PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under the REAA 2008.

JEFF DONALDSON
M 027 265 1290
E jeff.donaldson@pggwrightson.co.nz

Ashburton

DISTRICT COUNCIL
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Mt Somers Playcentre

Spring is here! The children are very excited to be enjoying warmer weather for outside
fun, particularly some splashy water play.

Playcentre was badly hit by the big winds that came through Mount Somers and we want
to say a big THANK YOU to the neighbours who helped contain the impact.

A few of the mothers had a busy night making dinner as a fundraiser for the Mayfield
Lions Club. We’re planning to put this money towards scooters and musical instruments
for the kids. As always we hope it was a nice meal out for the lovely Lions!

We’re now in school holidays but as soon as term 4 kicks off we will be back, ready for
plenty more fun in the (hopefully) sun!

Feel free to pop in to see if Playcentre is somewhere you would like to be with your
children. 50 Pattons Road, every Tuesday and Thursday 9am-12pm.

| - .
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Need Staff For Your Farm?
Talk to Kathryn today!

We have a pool of candidates including
career changers, trainees, experienced
dairy assistants, herd managers etc. from
New Zealand and overseas

Call: 021 502 646
Visit: www.nzdairycareers.co.nz
Email: kathryn.haddow@nzdairycareers.co.nz

DEADLINE DATE FOR NOVEMBER ISSUE 2025 Nor’Wester Newsletter
is published by the
ISSUE DEADLINE  DELIVERY Mt Somers District
November 2025 25 October 30 October
Citizens Association.

THE NOR'WESTER
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Editor: Jeremy Hunter

8 Bruces Road,

Mt Somers, RD1,

Ashburton 7771

Telephone: 03 3039 722

Email: graphic@netaccess.co.nz
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