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Bringing you the News from Carew in the south to Alford Forest in the north and all places in between.
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Rev. Annette Eggleston, Rev. Sage Burke and Lara Burke
continued over leafGathering for morning tea in the grounds of St Aidan’s Church.

St Aidan’s was consecrated by the Bishop Churchill Julius, with 300 
people present. The opening was followed by a luncheon and speeches. 
30th August 1900.

St. Aidan’s 125th Anniversary
St. Aidan’s church in Mt. Somers was full on Sunday 24th August 
as past and present members, as well as people from the wider 
community, gathered to celebrate 125 years of ‘the church on the 
hill’. The day was full of thankfulness, memories, and the odd tear. 
It began with morning tea in the old Sunday School room, before an 
anniversary service which included elements representing the past and 
the future; readings by people representing generations of families in 
the area, the younger generation, and the past clergy of the parish. The 
sermon spoke about the legacy of St. Aidan and asked the question - 
what would we like the legacy of St. Aidan’s in Mt. Somers to be? The 
day finished with lunch at the Mt. Somers Tavern where there were 
speeches, further memories shared, and of course a 125th birthday 
cake (lemon in case you were wondering).
St Aidan’s was built in 1900 by Baker Brothers of Ashburton, to plans 
drawn by Clarkson and Ballantyne. Much of the cost of the church 
and nearby vicarage was generously funded by local Alfred Edward 
Peache, of Mt Somers Station. The land had been donated in 1882 
by James Aitken and Frederick Chamberlain. Mr Peache’s foresight 
and design oriented the main parts of the church to the sun, and he 
also ensured it was anchored down on its North West end, against 
the strong prevailing Nor’wester. The anchors remain, alongside a 
small and functioning bell tower. The memorial lychgate was added 
in 1928. St. Aidan’s has several stained-glass windows, of which many 
are memorials to people or families of the parish. 
St. Aidan’s, named after Aidan of Lindisfarne, was officially consecrated 
and opened on 30th August 1900 by Bishop Churchill Julius then 
Bishop of Christchurch and is the only church in the area, of any 
denomination, still in use as church.
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Janene McDowell 
027 287 3388
rentals2.ashburton@raywhite.com

Carey Von Lubke 
027 697 6948
rentals.ashburton@raywhite.com

03 307 8317  |  96 Tancred Street, Ashburton 7700

Ray White 
Property Management

A NEW STANDARD IN PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Are you a DIY landlord?   
  Then this is for you...... 

    At Ray White we are reshaping property management 
     standards, we are changing the perception of who we are and what we do   
      with the introduction of ‘Ray White Choice’. 

         Property Management is not a ‘one size fits all’ service BUT with 
         ‘Ray White Choice’ we are empowering self-managing landlords through 
           professional support, convenience and flexibility to pick and choose  
            the products and services they need, to provide better outcomes.

              So, if you are looking to retain control of your property and tenancy, 
               have the confidence and tools at your fingertips then we know our
                suite of self managing products will be just what you are looking for.

     Contact our Property Management Team 
                 for more information.

Real Estate Mid Canterbury Property Management Limited Licensed (REAA 2008)

Meeting at Mt Somers Tavern for a cooked lunch and cutting of the cake 
at 12:00 noon

The service to celebrate the 125th Anniversary
of St Aidan’s Church was held on August 24th.
The very first service held at St Aidan’s was on August 30th 
1900, so it was fitting to have the 125th anniversary as near to 
that date as possible.
The day was very successful - the sun was shining, the mountains 
looked stunning and the church was full. The congregation  was 
made up of locals, those who had once lived in the area, and 
many who had family connections, were married, baptised or 
attended Sunday School at St Aidan’s.
The foresight and determination of the early pioneers was 
remembered, as was the hard work of many over the years who 
have maintained the grounds and the building, cleaned and 
supplied flowers for services. All have played an important role 
in the life of this beautiful church.
The readings were done by Alf Wightman (representing the 
past), Felicity Burke aged 8 ( for the future) and Harvey 
Eggleston ( the clergy).
After the service, most adjourned to the Mt Somers Tavern for 
lunch and more fellowship.
Rev Sage Burke supplied a delicious cake which was shared 
amongst  those present.
Since 1900 life has changed and adapted to all new ideas and 
technologies. But St Aidan’s is still there, on the hill. Some 
things never change. It has weathered the nor west gales, the 
snow storms, the joys and the tragedies of life. 
It is now  the only church left in the district. Let’s all continue 
to show support and keep it there for at least another 125 years.

Pauline Hewson

My thanks to Pauline 
Hewson and Marian 
Bellamy for their help 
in providing photos and 
context for this story.

Editor

Marian Bellamy and
Pauline Hewson
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Not sure who  
to vote for? 
Visit  voteashburton.nz  
to view candidate profiles, 
videos and find the tools 
you’ll need to make an 
informed decision.

From parks to potholes, those elected will have a big impact 
on your daily life - so it’s important that you vote.

It’s time to choose your 
new Council and Mayor.

Choose your council by October 11

FIND OUT MORE > 
voteashburton.nz

And if you forgot to enrol, it’s not too 
late - you can still cast a special vote.

VOTE.
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The Old Post Office Library

Steady As You Go (SAYGO)
You could save yourself from a fall by attending SAYGO classes.

SAYGO improves:
Balance & leg strength • Flexibility • General fitness & well-being
• Falls are the most common cause of injury in older people
• One third of people over 65 fall each year
• Half of people over 80 fall each year
• Designed for men and women
• Falls are not a natural part of ageing and are almost always
		 associated with weakened leg muscles and poor balance
So come and join us for an hour. Classes every Wednesday, 
Staveley Hall 1.30pm. For enquiries, Rhonda Reveley 021 0423 839

It’s spring!!!! Nearly.  
lambs , calves, daffodils, fresh green buds on trees, grass growing, 
blue skies, dawn chorus starting, rhododendrons deep in bud or 
flowering, ….. the promise of warm days and sunshine is in the air. 
Here’s hoping it lasts and we don’t get blasts of Antartica to remind 
us winter could still be lurking.
And Mt Somers is looking good!! After a couple of months up 
north, it was looking especially good to come home to. A village 
to be proud of and a welcoming air.
We are delighted to announce that an anonymous donor has 
come forward and helped us with our power dilemma, and made 
a generous donation to cover the bill for a couple of years. Thank 
you so very much Anonymous Family who  have a real fondness 
for Mt Somers and this was their way to support the community. 
It is so very much appreciated
And thank you again to the Mayfield Lions Club whose generous 
donation has paid our Electraserve account which covers the new 
fluorescent lighting and extra power points. 
The Citizens Association has made a generous donation to help us 
with the general running costs of the library building. eg shelving, 
general repairs and maintenance, some painting touch-up jobs, etc. 
and we thank them over and over again . It means we can now deal 
with minor calamities as they happen rather than putting tasks on 
the back burner.
Our Book  Grant  from the Ashburton District council has also 
been approved, which means we can now purchase new books. 
And I’ve already started doing just that!!
This grant money can only ever be used for new purchases, rather 
than general maintenance.
And a reminder that the Ashburton Bookerama is at the end of 
September so if you are cleaning out old books in good condition, 
just drop them into the donation bins in town. Please don’t leave 
Bookerama  books at the library.

NEW BOOKS.
‘Raising Hare’ by Chloe Dalton
This is an absolutely charming non-fiction book where a woman 
finds a baby hare (leveret) hiding in the grass in the English 

landscape. Unsure what to do about it, she eventually decides to 
give it a chance of life and takes it home to rear,  only till it can 
return to the wild.
I have learnt so much about this species and will look at the loping 
creatures moving across the paddocks with different eyes. This book 
is excellent reading and should appeal to anyone who likes non-
fiction tales and enjoys learning something in the process.
‘Sewing Moonlight’ by Kyle Mewburn
A New Zealand book centred around Central Otago, namely the 
Millers Flat Roxburgh area. It tells the story of a young German man 
who in the early 1900s sails up the Clutha River landing just south 
of Roxburgh and makes his home there on a small piece of inherited 
rough land. He tries to make a living and a home amongst largely 
suspicious neighbours (he is German after all), the book excellently 
capturing his struggles in this new land . I rated it excellent. 
‘Julia Eichardt’ by Lauren Roche.  
We have seen this author’s books before with her non-fiction ‘Bent 
Not Broken’ and ‘Life on the Line’ , both of which are non-fiction 
and memoirs tracing her journey from a young runaway prostitute 
to medical doctor and a practising GP in the North Island.
This latest book is a novel set in Queenstown in the mid 1800s. 
Most of us have heard of Eichardts Hotel , a fine stone building in 
the centre of Queenstown, and this is part of its early history when 
a young Irish woman settles in Queenstown in the midst of gold 
fever. This is a true story about one very determined courageous 
woman who survived in a world dominated by men. She was an 
influential figure in the burgeoning hospitality industry even in 
those early days. Very inspiring and an enjoyable read with plenty 
of history as well. 
‘No, I Don’t Get Danger Money For This’ by Lisette Reymor
Most of us will be familiar with this attractive New Zealander 
who has been a major focus on our screens for a number of years. 
A national news correspondent covering such events as the war in 
Ukraine, Royal events, in fact anything and everything happening 
overseas. This is her ‘take’ on her career so far, told in a chatty, 
easy, familiar manner , just as her news reports are. She has an 
amazing ability to report on awful happenings with a mixture of 
professionalism and empathy. And then the happy events are there 
too with her smiling face ever ready to break into chuckles and 
informality. She is a treasure on our screens in my opinion and very 
accomplished. I look forward to her story, another Non- Fiction 
book.
‘Broken Country’ by Clare Leslie Hall
Another excellent read. 
The story explores the entwined lives of Beth, a farmer’s wife. and 
her neighbour Gabriel, a celebrated author, and the ignition of old 
passions and secrets long buried which threaten Beth’s marriage and 
the stability of the community.
‘When the Cranes Fly South’ by Lisa Ridzen.
A new book set in Sweden about an elderly man whose days are 
punctuated by visits from his care team and his son. He also has his 

Lamb grazing wanted from
mid/late August.

Preferably grass but
anything considered.

Please phone 027 9435 722
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MAYFIELD SPRAYING LTD

Tony 027 248 7045
mayfieldspraying@gmail.com

SPRAYING LTD

For all your agricultural spraying and 
liquid fertiliser needs with competitive 

rates phone Tony today.

Family
owned & 
operated

24
62

51
7

beloved dog Sixten for company and phone calls from 
his best friend Ture. 
Sadly his son is insisting the dog must be taken away, 
and this stirs up a whirlwind of emotions. His father 
resists this idea wholeheartedly.
This book was an instant bestseller in Sweden and won 
Book of the Year. Also the winner of best fiction of the 
year, and has become an international bestseller. And 
now it’s on the shelves in Mt Somers Library!
These new books along with others will be appearing 
on our shelves shortly. New books generally are placed 
on the coffee table, or scattered throughout the library 
in prominent places. It’s a bit like a treasure hunt!! So 
make sure you scan the shelves carefully.
If you think you would like to offer your services as a 
volunteer at the library please contact us. 
Similarly, we would love it if some person would open 
up the library an extra day other than Thursday and 
Sunday afternoons. The village is looking so smart with 

the changes to the store, the new Information Station on the village green, a new 
seating area and of course the Library. There seems to always be people wandering 
around and it would be wonderful if they could go inside the library and set what 
we have to offer. Maybe two people could share the days week about.
	 Contacts	 Pam 021 1264310,
			   Annie 0274 363736.
			   Kath 021 0584112
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EXPLORE 
YOUR FUTURE

THURSDAY  
9 OCTOBER  
3.30PM-7PM
A&P SHOWGROUNDS 
FREE ENTRY - FREE BBQ

DISCOVER | LEARN | CONNECT

Book of the Month – 
Mt Somers Library
Title: ‘not her real name – and other stories’

Author: Emily Perkins

Publication year: 1996

A review by Elles Smallegoor

It’s calving time on farm, which means work-eat-sleep-repeat 
for weeks on end. So, not a lot of time for reading. Just before 
we hit the ground running, I managed to drive up and down 
to the Mt Somers library and pick up a collection of stories by 
Emily Perkins called ‘not her real name’. Published in the late 
1990s, it was the New Zealand author’s first published book 
and I have never read anything by her, so I thought her first 
work might be a good place to start from. I have only managed 
to read 1 out of the 12 stories so far(!), so I might spend next 
month’s review on the 11 others to shape an overall picture of 
the entire collection and do Perkins’ debut proper justice. For 
now, I will do a bit of close reading to highlight some of the 
characteristics of Perkins’ early writing.

The first 45-page story carries the same title as the book and 
focuses on Cody, the main female character, and her (rekindled) 
love interest in Francis, a young man she used to work with. 
The first paragraph starts powerfully as it is unusually written 
in the second person and asks of the reader to focus: “Nine 
years later, you’re leaving a bar with a friend and you see him 
across the wet road, getting on to a bus. From then, from 

the restaurant. Francis.” 
(p. 1). The scene is set 
and the next paragraph 
immediately switches 
the reader back in time, 
talking about the “you” as 
“a fifteen-year-old girl” (p. 
1). Perkins does not make 
things straightforward 
and easy; the reader has 
to do the maths: 15 plus 
9...that would make the 
“you” a 24-year-old now. 
The next paragraphs 
reminisce about those 
early days and introduce 
Cody’s friend Thea, who 
will feature prominently 
throughout the story as Cody’s best friend. Perkins highlights 
the comforts of female friendship as well as the typical teen 
behaviour from the perspective of the older Cody: “You were 
not your usual self around Francis. None of the cackle, the 
shrieking, the tough-girl acts that you and Thea lurched 
around school and town with. You shrank, you backed off, you 
revealed nothing. [...] . The only freedom you allowed yourself 
was imaginary. [...] You thought maybe your daydreams would 
be strong enough that he could read your mind, would look at 
you, know, love you. [...]. This never happened of course. You 
were fifteen. Nothing ever did.” (p. 2).
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Grazing Wanted
Do you have grazing suitable for 

store lambs? Grass preferred but other 
options considered.

Please phone Ian 0272 302 188

ANAMA RURAL WOMEN
July was our AGM and we are lucky to have people taking 
positions of Secretary Pat, Treasurer Betty and I continue as 
President . This last year we helped raise money for leptospirosis 
research and also donated to the flood appeal in Nelson along 
with supporting the groups our local speakers came from.
In the holidays three of our members helped tutor at the cook 
and eat which is run by Provincial in the school holidays.This 
holiday programme teaches children to be able to prepare a 
healthy family meal.
Mid- Canterbury Provincial is holding a movie fundraiser with 
funds supporting Life education and our yearly scholarships. 
The movie is Downtown Abbey.Some tickets still available for 
September 14th at 4pm. 
In September we will celebrate 100 years of Rural Women NZ 
with a gathering at Panthers Rock .
If anyone would like to come to any of our meetings, they are 
held on the the third Wednesday of the month at 10 am,just 
message me Kay 027 3339 513.

This introductory section ends with Cody’s family moving to 
Auckland and the writing is interrupted by a letter (printed in 
smaller and different font) written by teenage Thea to Cody, 
telling her how much she misses her at school and sharing 
some typical high school gossip in typical teenage language. 
From here, the narrative voice switches to third-person: “It 
took Cody two weeks to answer Thea’s letter.” (p. 4). A page 
later, there is a poem. Most small sections have title headings. 
There is dialogue too. It is clear from the start that Perkins 
creatively plays with style and language in order to make her 
readers active, present and alert. This happens throughout the 
story, when Cody and Francis meet up again in Wellington 
and eventually become flatmates, occasionally sharing the bed 
but never confidently knowing themselves or each other and 
never truly becoming the romantic figures to each other that 
the younger Cody fantasised about. They are both at that age 
where they should be mature but refuse to act accordingly.  At 
the end of the story, the last paragraph switches to the second 
person again, making it come full circle. This time, though, 
the “you” is Francis: “Later, you can’t sleep. You don’t care. You 
reach over to Cody for a cigarette.” (p. 44).

‘Not her real name’ is a bold first story in the similarly named 
book, in which Perkins introduces herself as a powerful 
narrator pulling the strings, adopting a variety of voices and 
genres, shifting in time, and using realistic dialogue that brings 
out the age and lifestyle of the main characters. It reminds 
readers to come into this collection with an open mind and 
an active brain. It’s enticing, so I will definitely make time in 
between the farm work to read the rest.
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At Mayfield School, Term 3 is off to a lively start with plenty of 
opportunities for our Tamariki to shine both in and out of the 
classroom.
A special thank you goes to the Mayfield Lions Club, who 
once again supported our annual school speeches – Festival of 
Spoken Word. The Lions continue to give our students a fantastic 
platform to develop their confidence in public speaking, and we 
are grateful for their encouragement and generosity. It is always 
impressive to see the courage and creativity our young people 
bring to their speeches.
In the classroom, our learning focus for the term is science. 
Students are busy exploring, questioning, and experimenting as 
we bring hands-on science into everyday learning. This builds 
their curiosity and problem-solving skills, while also giving them 
opportunities to share their discoveries with whānau and peers.
Beyond the classroom, our clubs are well underway and proving 
very popular. From arts and crafts to sports and games, clubs give 
our children the chance to try new things, strengthen friendships, 
and find joy in learning together.
Our winter EOTC (Education Outside the Classroom) special 
outing this term was our Swim and Soak Day at the Staveley 
and Opuke pools. A huge thank you to Staveley Ice Skating who 
funded our kura/school to have a fun morning of ice skating.  
This was a fantastic experience for our students, combining 
water confidence, fun activities, and time to relax together as a 

ashburtoncranes2015@gmail.com

Kia ora, Talofa, Mālō e lelei, Namaste, Ni Hao, Bula, Hola, 

and Namaste - greetings everyone.

school community. 
Days like these 
help strengthen 
the bonds between 
students, whānau 
and staff while 
creating lasting 
memories.
This term we have 
also been fortunate 
to offer private 
music lessons 

through an itinerant 
music teacher, Janet 
Glassey. These lessons 
are already inspiring 
students to develop 
their musical skills 
and enjoy the joy that 
comes with learning 
an instrument.
We have been lucky 
enough over a couple 

of weeks to have Heather, a professional photographer, to lead a 
‘Inside Stories’ photography programme for some of our senior 
school students.  The Inside Stories programme  included two 
workshops about the importance of photographing stories, 
communities, and environments and basic photographic 
principles and a photography exhibition showcasing the students’ 
work.  Students learn about the art of photography, document 
changes happening in their community and environment and 
talk about their photography and stories with family, friends, 
and the wider community. Things to note.  This programme 
is designed specifically for Tamariki in rural and small regional 
centres which is an amazing opportunity for Mayfield students. 
This month, the immigrant families of our kura/school, 
representing our ‘Home and School’ hosted two unforgettable 
fundraising dinners for the Mayfield Lions and Mayfield Ladies 
Dinner Club.  Each was a vibrant celebration of our many cultures 
at our school, generosity and connection.  Whānau cooked the 
meals, with many contributing ingredients, time and a lot of 
aroha/love.  Each dish told a story from our homelands, and the 
guests were delighted to try new flavours based on traditional 
dishes.  These are the fundraisers we love because our schools 
cultures are often shared through kai/food.  
As always, we are grateful for the continued support of our families 
and the wider Mayfield community. Your encouragement and 
involvement help create the rich learning environment we are so 
proud of at Mayfield School.

Ngā mihi, 
Emma Hewett 

Tumuaki/Principal, Mayfield School
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Ashburton Forks Storage Units
9 and 6 metre deep units with Extra Height

to accommodate Boats, Motorhomes, Caravans etc.
24/7 monitored security. Power and lights in each unit.

To check availablity contact
Daisy on 03 3030 802
or message 021 212 3181

LIMITED 
SPACES

1807 Ashburton Staveley Rd
(AshForksEngineering)

Check out our webpage
storage-ashforks.co.nz/home/

º

027 648 6856
ricky@fertsolutions.co.nz

RICKY TAYLOR

www.fertsolutions.co.nz

Liquid
Granule
Lime

Fertil i l iser
Spreading
Specialists

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• • 
• • Underpasses
• • Irrigation Mainline Installation
•  • Project Management
• • 
• • Driveways
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We are nearly at the end of our second road code course for 
the year and have already had one successful license test 
completed. The classes have been full on, with nearly all of 
the ladies needing transport to class and child care during the 
session.
Where would we be without our amazing volunteers? Neroli 
and Claire have been there for us right from the beginning  of 
the programme and never let us down. They drive all over the 
district doing the pick-ups and are amazing with the children 
while their mothers study. We have a wonderful stash of toys 



  

Mt Somers District 
Citzens Association

AGM
Thursday 11th September

at 7.30pm
in the Supper Room

Mt Somers Hall
Come along and discuss 
the things that you would 
like to see being done in 

our Village area
and surroundings.

All Welcome 
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COMPUTERS
FIXED
FAST

FIRST TIME

144 Moore Street, Ashburton
www.mypc.nz
03 308 3400

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

for the children and there is always something to 
keep them busy.
We have been lucky to have Angela from NZTA visit 
us in class with some wonderful resources. Learning 
the road code is fun and a lot easier when we can act 
out different scenarios with road layouts and toy cars.
Our next intake for the programme is March next 
year, when we start another road code course. We 
have already had referrals for this course, which 
shows the need is still there. So thanks to our 
sponsors, volunteers and training partners for making 
it possible for us to run this programme and help our 
newcomers to become independent and successful 
in their journey to settle here in Mid Canterbury.
If you would like to be part of this amazing 
programme, as a student, driving mentor or to 
volunteer in other ways, we would love to hear from 
you. Please contact Wendy Hewitt on 027 611 3301 
or wendy.hewitt@safer.org.nz
We are also on Facebook, just search for the Mid 
Canterbury Rural Driver Licensing Scheme.
 
The Mid Canterbury Rural Driver Licensing Scheme 
is a partnership with the Mid Canterbury Rural 
Support Trust and is proudly sponsored by Waka 
Kotahi NZTA, Advance Ashburton Community 
Foundation, Ashburton District Council, The Lion 
Foundation, COGs and Community Trust Mid & 
South Canterbury.

Wendy Hewitt
Rural Licensing Co-Ordinator
Safer Mid Canterbury
255 Moore Street, Ashburton 7700
Ph: 027 611 3301
wendy.hewitt@safer.org.nz
Office hours -  Monday to Friday 8.30 am to 4.30 pm

Kesaia Selala & Adi Vakaoba practicing intersection technique.
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Over 30 years experience servicing
and supporting the local community

Mob 027 433 8003O�ce  308 8479 

Web  www.gdc.net.nz  Email  o�ce@gdcgroup.nz
Free Phone 0800 432 583 (GDC LTD)

2 Fords Road, Ashburton  • 106 Hilton Highway, Timaru

Earthworks
• Any type of Earthmoving

Laneways
• Lime capping

Ploughing
• Cable + Waterpipe Installation

Directional Drilling
• Trenchless Technology

Utility Detection Services
• Find it �rst

Demolition
• Residential and Commercial

Call us today for an obligation free quote.
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2-3 hares eat the
equivalant of 1 stock unit 
and reproduce up to 10 

young each year.
Night shooting is the 

most effective method of 
control.

Rifleman Pest Control 
FARMS WANTED!!!!!!!!!!!

 Providing a free service from Mayfield to Methven 
that’s carried out by a local farmer. References available.

All carcasses utilised.

I collect all animals shot and also provide other services 
like possum trapping and

larger game animal control.

Text/Call Laurie Aitken
027 3143 491

riflemannz@gmail.com

Cross 
Contracting Ltd

Experienced operators with over 
45 years local knowledge

For all your digging requirements

Phone Ron
021 347 958 or 303 6067

•	 Stock	water	race	cleaning
•	 Irrigation	race	cleaning
•	 Disposable	pits
•	 Soak	Pit	•	Trenches
•	 Gorse	fence	&	shelter	belt	removal
•	 Irrigation	mainline	trenching
•	 Shingle	screening	bucket

•	 Tip	truck	hire
•	 Tree	stump	removal	&	root	raking
•	 Operating	three	diggers
•	 On	farm	shingling	–	laneways,	
stockyards,	water	troughs

•	 Pipe	line	installation	&	repairs
•	 Cow	lane	cleaning

Proudly supporting the Mayfield Show

20
03

06
9

Grader and 20 ton digger available on request

Winter Fun at Mayfield Playcentre
Winter might bring frosty mornings and chilly days, but 
at Mayfield Playcentre the fun is still going strong! Our 
tamariki have been busy indoors with all sorts of messy 
play — painting, playdough, water play, slime, and plenty 
of arts and crafts. It’s a chance for little ones to explore, get 
creative, and learn through play… and the best part for 
parents is that all the mess stays at Playcentre, not at home!
Of course, when the weather clears, we make the most of 
it by heading outside. Kite flying has been a real favourite 
this season, with bright colours filling the Mayfield skies. 
There’s been plenty of laughter as kids (and sometimes 
parents!) chase kites across the field and celebrate when 
they finally take off.
Playcentre isn’t just about the activities though - it’s a place 
where families connect. Parents and caregivers get to meet 
others in the community, share a cuppa, and enjoy being 
part of a supportive group while their children play and 
learn. With kids aged 0–6 all welcome, every session is 
filled with different ages and stages learning alongside each 
other, just like an extended whānau.
Session times:
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday
9:15am – 12:15pm
Come get messy, fly a kite, and discover the magic of 
learning through play at Mayfield Playcentre!

Deborah Gilkison
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Job Vacancies Available Now:

Apply Online: agstaff.co.nz  |  Phone: 0800 247 8233

Field Staff
Factory Workers 
(days, nights, w/e 
or weekday shifts)

Labourers
Truck Drivers
Farm Assistants
and more...

Full-time    |    Part-time    |    Contract

Strategies for Growing in Grief
Loss is an inevitable part of living. Hospice Mid Canterbury 
(HMC) deals with the grief of loss on a daily basis, from diagnosis 
of a life-limiting illness to the loss of a loved one. 

You can do more than just cope with loss. Grief can help you gain 
insight and change your mindset. 

Build on what works for you
We all have strategies that helped us manage challenges in the 
past. They can be useful now. For example, keeping to regular 
routines may be reassuring for you. Others find it useful to walk 
or exercise to lift their mood. Sometimes you may have to reframe 
your previous strategies so that they suit your current situation.  
Your spirituality or personal values also can  be a comfort.  

Use your support systems
Your family and  friends can be of  great help. Some may be 
good listeners while others are good at helping in more practical 
ways.  You can also find support in others who have had similar 
experiences. The Good Grief café at HMC may be useful for this.  
 
Remember the continuing bond
The  people you love never fully leave you. You  retain a bond 
with them through your memories, and the ways they influenced 
you as a person. Focus on positive memories. Sometimes it helps 
to have something to reinforce those memories such as putting 
together a photo collection or a journal to keep those memories 
alive.

Focus on growth
Be patient with yourself. The journey with grief is uneven as you 
learn to live a different life without a person you loved. As you 
grieve, expect both good and bad days. Some days you may be 
more productive than others. That, too, is part of the journey.
Now and then, think about how you have changed as you journey 
with grief. What new insights have you developed? What skills 
have you gained?

HMC offers free counselling services for those who have lost a 
loved one.  
 
Remain hopeful
Life after loss will be different. If you always focus on the sadness 
of  loss, you reinforce that sadness. But as hard as it may be to 
believe now, it can still have joy and happiness. Remember that 
while we have no choice about loss or the grief that follows, we 
do have choices about how we grieve. Think of the small 
changes  you can make each day to improve your mindset. 
 
If you or someone you care about has a life-limiting illness and 
would like our support, contact us on 307 8387, or 027 227 8387 
or email manager@hospicemc.nz . We welcome new referrals.

See also our website www.hospicemc.nz  
and look for Hospice Mid Canterbury 
on our facebook and Instagram pages.  
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PLUMBING & DRAINLAYING
CRAFTSMAN PLUMBER / REGISTERED DRAINLAYER

Phone: 03 693-8512 • Mobile: 0274 373 158
33 South Terrace, Geraldine

• NEW HOUSING
• REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
• ROOF REPAIRS
• RENOVATIONS

• DRAIN CLEANING
• LOGFIRE INSTALLATIONS
• CONCRETE CORING
• BACKFLOW TESTING

For a
first Rate job

call usMaster
Plumbers
Gasfitters
Drainlayers

Painter Available

Phone 0279 624 841

Spruce up and protect your
property with a coat of paint! 

Interiors, exteriors, roofs
and weatherboards. 

Pressure washing, airless spraying, 
and a first-rate finish.

Friendly, professional service, good 
rates, excellent local references.

Call Wolffie for a free quote.
Distance no problem.

For Sale - Stock Feed
Ryegrass Straw - Shed stored.
Truck and trailer unit loads, 
sold by the tonne.
Wheat grain
Barley grain

Blue Sky Farms Ltd, Methven

Enquiries to: Ian 0272 302 188

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Servicing Mayfield, Mt Somers, Hinds and South 

Canterbury. 
 

Independent and locally owned.  
Large and small animals. 

Delivery service for all farm supplies. 
 

Cnr Woodbury / Main North Rds, GERALDINE  
Phone 03 6939060, email 
www.gatewayvets.co.nz 

 
 

24 HOUR ON-CALL 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
Phone: (03) 693 9060 

 

Cnr Woodbury / Main North Rds, GERALDINE
Phone: 03 693 9060

Email: clinic@gatewayvets.co.nz
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FORAGE  
HARVESTING
Complete forage harvesting 
service. Mow, rake, chop,  
cart, stack & weighbridge

MAIZE
Talk to us about  
buying/selling maize

WINDROWING
MacDon tractor units
Variety of Mower,  
Auger & Draper fronts

Robert Love
Cultivation, Windrowing  
& Feed Trading 

Ph 027 304 8837

CULTIVATION
n  Cultivation

n  Reversable ploughing

n  Sumo trio

n  Heva discs & rollers

n  8.5m Sunflower cultivator

n  6m leveller

n  6m Allen Drill, direct & 
conventional, seed & fert

n  6m Vaderstad Tempo fodder 
beet & Maize drill, fert

n  6m Horsch Pronto DC drill  
- seed & insecticide boxes for 
cultivated ground.

BALING
n  4x3, 3x3 square bales

n  Round bales

n  Mow, mow-condition

n  Tedder, rake, bale, tube  
& individually wrap & cart

STRAW & 
BALEAGE SUPPLY 

Contact us for Customised 
Deals for straw delivered at 
harvest time so you can get 
the best quality straw at 
very competitive prices

Dan Collins 
Baling & Silage  
Ph 021 069 9926email office@loveag.nz
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pggwre.co.nz
PGG Wrightson Real Estate Limited, licensed under the REAA 2008.

JEFF
DONALDSON  
 
Looking to buy, sell, or invest in real estate in 2025?

Forward planning is key to maximizing your properties 
value. Partner with an agent who puts your best interests 
front and centre.  

Jeff Donaldson - specializing in lifestyle and rural 
properties. 
 
Contact Jeff today for hands on guidance with every step 
of your real estate journey.  

JEFF DONALDSON 
M 027 265 1290 
E jeff.donaldson@pggwrightson.co.nz

Your local rural and lifestyle sales consultant

CALL TODAY

* Price displayed applies to grain supplied by the farmer

www.feedmix.co.nz
Stewart 027 462 2529 • Devin 027 930 4906

FIND OUT HOW FEEDMIX CAN WORK FOR YOUR HERD

• Servicing Culverden - Oamaru fortnightly
• Made fresh on farm and custom blended
• Rolled, crushed or bruised grain, peas & maize
• Other Micro-ingredients can be added
• We’ll even unblock auger tubes while we’re there

DAIRY MEAL PROCESSING CALF MEAL PROCESSING
from $40 per tonne from $170 per tonne

Custom blending on farm
Trace elements blended if required
Unblocking of roller mill auger tubes
Grain rolling
Your grain or grain supplied by us*

Fresh feed processed on farm
Your grain or grain supplied by us*
Supplied in sacks, ready to use
Price includes molasses, premix
minerals / vitamins and bovatec

CAN BE BULK PROCESSED AND TRANSPORTED TO YOU

The Mayfield Pool Committee is excited to announce a new 
project — we’re fundraising to heat the Mayfield Pool! The 
pool is an important community facility, enjoyed by local 
families, schools, and visitors, and heating it will make it 
more accessible and enjoyable for everyone.
We’re now seeking support from the community in the form 
of sponsorship. Sponsorship starts from as little as $1,000, 
and every contribution will help us take a big step towards 
making heated swimming in Mayfield a reality.
For more information or to discuss sponsorship, please 
contact  Deb Gilkison  at  deborah.gilkison@gmail.com  or 
phone 027 461 3833.
If you’d like to support the project with a donation, you can 
deposit directly into the pool committee’s account: Mayfield 
Pool #02 0836 0299460 000. Donations over $500 will be 
recognised on a community sponsorship board at the pool.
Together, we can make this dream happen for Mayfield!

Mayfield Pool  Fundraiser
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Need Staff For Your Farm?

Call: 021 502 646
Visit: www.nzdairycareers.co.nz
Email: kathryn.haddow@nzdairycareers.co.nz

We have a pool of candidates including
career changers, trainees, experienced

dairy assistants, herd managers etc. from
New Zealand and overseas

Talk to Kathryn today!

Mt Somers Rugby Club held their Trophy night recently 
the following were awarded trophies.
Presidents Cup   ---- Byron McGowan, Forward of 
the Year --- Logan Marshall, Back of the Year -- Scott 
McFadden, Most Points --- Jamie Milne, Players 
Player of the Year --- Logan Marshall ,Supporters Cup 
-- Murray Aymes,  Jack Smith Memorial Trophy -- Ian 
Claridge.
Congratulations to all.

Mt Somers 
Rugby Club

We are looking at upgrading our lights and have a 
couple of fundraisers planned  a Golf Match at Mayfield 
on Friday 17th October for more information contact 
Jasmine on  027 2969692 and a Calf RearIng Scheme 
contact  Scott McFadden  0276322271 or Dylan Forde  
027 255 4627 for more information. Two great events to 
get involved in.
 
The Golden Oldies are holding a 80s theme Social on 
Saturday 27th September at the clubrooms, so hunt 
those clothes out from the back of the closet and come 
along for a night of music and fun. $20 door entry.
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GORSE 
SPRAYING

ROSS BROWN CONTRACTING LTD
Registered Chemical Applicator

with 30 years experience
0274819190

www.gorsespraying.co.nz
email:gorseman@hotmail.com
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There is a new flyer to promote scams and fraud awareness, 
which a group of local agencies have got together to produce 
for our Ashburton District residents.
Safe Communities, Neighbourhood Support, Te Whare 
Whakatere (Ashburton Library), CAB and Senior Net have 
joined forces to produce an information flyer on Scams and 
Fraud. The flyer contains information on keeping safe from 
being scammed, top tips to keep yourself safe, LOCAL 
support and help, further information and where to report 
a scam.
Anyone of any age can be scammed, but older people are 
particularly vulnerable.   And people can be embarrassed 
and not sure who to talk to and what to do if they think they 
have been scammed. 
There’s a lot of confusing information out there, so our 
flyer aims to assist Ashburton District residents to get the 
information and support they need. 
Copies of the flyer (and The Little Black Book of Scams) are 
available at Te Whare Whakatere (Ashburton Library) and the 
CAB (Community House, 44 Cass St, Ashburton), and will 
be soon available at the Mt Hutt Memorial Centre in Methven 
and the Rakaia Four Square.  

Keeping ourselves 
safe from scams 
and fraud

Protect yourself from scams/fraud
• Fraudsters will target you online, by phone, text, email, 

mail or in person

• ANYONE can be targeted, from young people to older 
people to business executives

• DON’T BE EMBARRASSED to talk to someone if you think 
you have been scammed and to REPORT IT.

Some top tips to keep yourself safe
1. If it’s TOO GOOD to be true, it probably is

2. Don’t be PRESSURED and remember the power of the 
word NO – it’s OK to hang up

3. Use SECURE passwords and 2 FACTOR 
AUTHENTICATION

4. NEVER divulge your personal details – keep TOP SECRET 
to you and you only

5. Emails and texts – READ, observe, question – any doubt 
= DELETE

6. Never click any LINK in any email, text, website unless 
you know it is safe to do so.

Think you’ve been scammed?
Remember to check your bank statements! If you have sent money or your account has 

been comprised, CONTACT YOUR BANK IMMEDIATELY.

Local Support
If you need to talk to someone local for advice contact:

• Citizens Advice Bureau 
Ph   03 9288 761 
Email midcanterbury@cab.org.nz 
Call in to  Community House, 44 Cass St, Ashburton

• Neighbourhood Support 
Ph   03 308 3558 
Email  sue.abel@safer.org.nz

Local Help
• Ashburton SeniorNet 

Help and support with all digital devices  
and programmes 
Email  ashburton@seniornet.nz 

• Ashburton Library 
Ph   03 308 7192

Report a scam
Contact Netsafe (www.netsafe.org.nz) or phone 0508 638 723

More information
Pick up a copy of The Little Black Book of Scams 
from Community House, 44 Cass St, Ashburton  
OR Ashburton Library.

Neighbourhood
Support
Ashburton District

JPs in the
Foothills Area

Mayfield
	 Pauline Hewson.03 3036 397.
	 Grant Early.0215 141 56
	 Alistair Morrison. 0276 024 927
Mt Somers
	 Robert Schikker.0211 866 107.
	 Anne Marie Allan.0272 843 013.
	 Anne Parnham. 0277 676 056.
	 Wendy Millichamp027 459 1277.
Springburn
	 Robert Withers.0273 030 138.

PEA STRAW & 
MUSHROOM COMPOST  

Pea Straw 
Conventional squares - $7.50 per bale  

Available in 21 bale bundles only 

Medium squares - $50.00 per bale 

Mushroom Compost 

$75.00 per m3 (1 bucket) 

Bag your own $7.50 per 25kg bag 

Truck load $750 (13T/ 24m3) 

Pick up or delivery available - please enquire 

All prices exclude GST 
Contact James Carr to order: 

Phone: 027 202 6110  
Email:james.carr@stradbrookfarms.co.nz

D Forbes Fencing 
All Rural Fencing 

Stock Yards
Post and Rail

35 years experience 

Phone Dougal on
027 2601 040 

Email dforbesfencing@gmail.com 
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August has been a busy month here at Mount Somers Staveley 
Playcentre.
We’ve been plagued with all the ills and chills around the area and have 
had to close some days due to illness. We apologise if new families 
have turned up on these days. 
We had a lovely day ice skating at Staveley Ice Rink, with the children 
and parents having a blast. Thank you to the Ice Rink Committee for 
putting on such a great day for us. 
The next day we were shown around our local fire station and even 
went on the fire trucks. It was a real highlight for the children and 
I think they all want to work in the fire service when they grow up. 
We also had our annual Playcentre Open Week which allows any 
families who want to have a no obligation visit to see what happens 
at our rural Playcentre. However, we are open to anyone at any time 
of the year, so feel free to pop in to see if playcentre is right for you 
- open 9am-12pm every Tuesday and Thursday. 

Mount Somers Staveley Playcentre

New builds   Renovations 

Farm Buildings  Concrete 

Roofing    Decks 

Servicing the Mid Canterbury foothills for over 
10 years, phone Thamis for all your building needs 

 022 354 6524 

heybrookbuilding@gmail.com 

Clearance/ Garage Sale
13 September 2025, 
10.30am to 1.30pm

at the
Mayfield Presbyterian Church
23 Mayfield Klondyke Road, 

Mayfield
Come and get a bargain

24 pews for sale at $100 each, plus 
tables, cabinets, shelving, wooden 

chairs, kitchen things,
an electronic organ

and plenty more
Cash preferred.

All goods to be removed on the day. 
Enquiries to 027 3250 397
including photos available

Ann McMillan
Convenor Property and Finance Team

Alpine Presbytery 027 3250397
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A COMMENT:
The world is almost at war! But we could well ask just why this 
situation is going on in what appears to be a never-ending saga. I 
have a feeling of frustration; Lives are lost innocent men women 
and children suffer and die, and lands and property are destroyed 
/ vandalized. Why, why we may ask. I refer largely to the Israeli 
Palestinian situation in the Middle East. To me it is cruel it appears 
so pointless, yet it goes on. Israel is supported / backed by the 
rich Unites States of America, Palestine appears to have no useful 
backing, should Palestine have a strong sponsor I guess we would 
have a worldwide war on our hands. What do I know about this 
desperate situation, I read some magazines and the daily paper and 
then I am left feeling more frustrated than ever.
I googled and spent an evening or at least most of an evening 
studying the Nation of Palestine, what did I learn? Palestine is a very 
old nation or is it a civilization, they go back hundreds of years but 
at least for the past hundred or so years they have struggled. But, 
they have tried and been frustrated, they have been successful with a 
number of their neighbours, but then came the end of the WW2 the 
USA President at the time President Truman gave the Jewish folk the 
right to settle in This Middle East area know as Israel, This I gather is 
what the Jewish folk had desired for a very long time. So, the Jewish 
tribe at least those that had survived the Holocaust and were seeking 
new lands in which to settle moved into this land of Israel in large 
numbers. They believed this was their promised land and proceeded 
to settle there and make new lives. There appears to have been no 
great effort to live alongside the current inhabitants but rather drive 
them the Palestinian people from the land they were settled on. Then 
of more recent times fence them into certain areas which the Jewish 
folk the people that then called themselves the Israelites proceeded 
to police this land in a very strict manner.  They certainly failed to 
live in peace with these Palestinian people. 

There is no easy solution, it is a frustrating situation shells are 
continuing to be fired people continue to be slaughtered there is no 
end in sight.
A Palestinian Doctor by name Izzeldin Abuelaish wrote a book titled 
“I Shall Not Hate” his three daughters and sister were killed when 
an Israeli shell was fired at his house. This man worked as a physician 
and infertility expert as a senior researcher at the Sheba Medical 

Centre in Tel Aviv that was before his three daughters were killed in 
2009. Dr Abuelaish now lives with his family in Toronto where he 
works as an associate professor at the University of Toronto. Stricken 
by the tragic death of his daughters at the hands of Israeli soldiers 
he did not seek revenge or sink into hatred but rather called for the 
people of the region to start talking to each other. His deepest hope 
is that his daughters will be “the last sacrifice on the road to peace 
between Palestinians and Israelis.”
Sadly, his wish hasn’t come true. 
Perhaps the real tragedy was in 2006 when Hamas won the election 
in Gaza and become the ruling party, it appears they were more of a 
military power rather than a negotiating party.
A more pleasant subject:
This morning Monday 25th of August I had a very pleasant morning 
with help of four Mayfeild Lion Club members we had the task 
of judging a speech contest at the Carew Peel Forest school. We 
had I think 20 plus speeches to listen to and judge, the pupils were 
10/11-year-olds. They were on a variety of topics from how to 
annoy your siblings to sport, dairy farming or farming generally and 
what they thought of schoolteachers. This is the third year running 
that I have been to Carew for this purpose, it is a wonderful small 
school. Twenty-nine pupils, a vibrant school with class’s 1 to 6, 
underlining values being – community, achievement, responsibility 
and environment.  

Cheers Denis 

CHURCH SERVICES
St Aidan’s, Mt Somers

September 21 4pm 125th Pint with a Priest at Mt.  
Somers Tavern.

PARISH CONTACTS
Phone: 302 8254
Email:  midcanterburyanglican@gmail.com 
Web:   www.midcanterbury.org 
Social: facebook.com/MidCanterburyAnglican

MAYFIELD MT SOMERS ANGLICAN PARISH 

As I write this, we’ve just concluded the celebrations for 
the 125th anniversary of St. Aidan’s Church in Mt. 
Somers. A big shout out to everyone involved for 
making it such a great day. In the sermon on Sunday I 
talked about the legacy of Saint Aidan of Lindisfarne 
who our church is named after. I also spoke about the 
generations of people who have been a part of our 
church in Mt. Somers and their legacy here. Then I 
asked the question what would we like the future of St. 
Aidan’s in Mt. Somers to be? If you have any thoughts 
on that question, you’re welcome to let me know. On 
Sunday 21st September I’ll be back at the Mt. Somers 
Tavern from 4pm if you’d like to come and have another 
Pint with a Priest.

Rev. Sage Burke   

0800 486532



  

ISSUE ONE HUNDRED & ONE	 The Nor’wester 	 SEPTEMBER 2025

23

Walk Dorie Community Walkway 
13 August. Return walk to Dorie and the sea

Walk Awa Awa and Scotts 
Saddle 20 August
3 walked Scott’s Saddle and 8 walked Awa Awa 
Rata Reserve

All photos supplied
by Sanae Hydes

All photos supplied by Sanae Hydes
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Walk Adventure Park
Christchurch 23 July
Walked in the Adventure Park and got  down free on the 
bike lift.

All photos supplied by Sanae Hydes

Walk Peel Forest 6 August
Nice and easy walk in Peel Forest

Nor’Wester Newsletter
is published by the
Mt Somers District
Citizens Association.

Editor: Jeremy Hunter
8 Bruces Road,
Mt Somers, RD1,
Ashburton 7771
Telephone: 03 3039 722 
Email:  graphic@netaccess.co.nz

DEADLINE DATE FOR OCTOBER ISSUE 2025

ISSUE	 DEADLINE	 DELIVERY
October 2025	 25 September	 30 September

Series:  Current Issues of War and Peace Tuesday 26th August, 2nd & 9th September at 10.15am (doors open at 9.30am for 
FREE hot drink) at the Ashburton Event Centre on Wills Street.  Casual visitors $10 cash at the door. 
 
Tuesday September 2nd Abolishing the Military-Arguments and Alternatives
The nations of the world are currently undertaking a major rearmament, at great cost, and there is an increase in interstate 
military conflict. The belief in the necessity of military power to maintain security and resolve conflict has never been 
stronger. Assessing the evidence and arguments, there is a compelling case to abolish the military.
Professor Richard Jackson holds the Leading Thinker Chair in Peace and Conflict Studies at Te Ao o Rongomaraeroa – the 
National Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies at the University of Otago.
 
Tuesday 9th September Why I am a pacifist today – influences from history, context and conviction
What does it mean in our volatile world to be committed to the pursuit of justice and peace rejecting the use of violence?  
Indrea shares what it means to her be a kiwi Christian pacifist today - a product of time, place, whanau and faith. She 
reflects on non-violent resistance to evil and injustice, with reference to Aotearoa New Zealand’s non-violent peace-making 
traditions and their international connections, and inspirational pacifist figures.
 Indrea Alexander is an Anglican, a priest, a Christian pacifist, the current secretary of the Anglican Pacifist Fellowship in 
NZ, vicar of Ashburton, Archdeacon of Mid Canterbury and deputy Vicar General of the Anglican Diocese of Christchurch. 
Before being ordained in 1995, Indrea was a journalist for the Evening Post in Wellington.
 
Background about U3A:
U3A began in Ashburton in 2013 and is one of 60 groups nationwide.  Monthly speakers are informative, stimulating and 
insightful and provide members with new discussion and learning opportunities. 
U3A aims to provide a broad spectrum of themes for meetings and speakers who are leaders in their fields.  Short seminar 
series and special interest groups also meet – from books to geology, men’s discussion and music.
To become a financial member, speak to one of our committee at any meeting – or anyone can attend any session and pay 
a $10 casual fee (cash please).
Carol Gunn  U3A Marketing  027 287 2468

U3A


