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Preliminary Design Options
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analysis and design approach
 ‘Green Corridor’ and Baring Square

Concept layout

29

A large event space in Baring Square East to 
complete the East Street upgrade and provide 
a fl exibility for markets and other community 
gatherings.

Wide pedestrian connections 
from east to west Streets across 
railway

Reconfi gure car parking bays to be more 
effi cient within a ‘green block’ . Minimal 
reduction in parking.

Site analysis diagram

Potential laneway connection mid-block between 
Havelock and Burnett Streets

East Street upgrade with wide footpaths and 
street tree planting

Possible future upgrade of State Highway 1 
through town centre blocks

Upgrade key link to south-
eastern Domain entrance

Refurbishment or replacement 
of existing bridge

The Victoria Street ‘Triangle shops’ have 
good quality character buildings and 
potential to create Cultural Precinct

Pedestrian connection needed to 
Performing Arts Centre and Cinema

Railway acts as barrier between east and 
west sides of town

Fountain and checkerboard areas block visual 
connections across the ‘Green Corridor’

State Highway and 
railway are major 
barriers to movement 
and pedestrians rely on 
existing links

Better connection needed to south east 
Domain entrance

Poor east-west connections across 
railway/ highway

Potential for improving mid-block lane

Large area of car parking dominates 
West Street edge

The two parts of Baring Square are outdated and unconnected

Potential to link Baring Square East and West 
to create a cohesive open space whilst still 
providing for local functions

The Preliminary Design Options focus on the central part of Ashburton Town Centre, between Cameron 

and Moore streets.

The options presented are based on delivering the Concept Plan proposals and responses to more 

detailed site analysis.  The analysis and the overall design approach are presented below.

The ‘Green Corridor’ and Baring Square (central to the Civic Precinct) projects have been split into three 

parts, each with three Preliminary Design Options.  These focus on the East Street upgrade, pedestrian 

links across the ‘Green Corridor’ and Baring Square.  Options represent various ways the overall design 

approach could function and appear.

Possible future connection on northern side

existing civic buildings

Visitors information centre and toilets

Visual link between monument and clock 
tower currently obscured by mature trees

strong avenue of mature trees
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East Street options

Option 3 ‘The Preferred Option’  
Wide footpath and 90 degree parking on eastern side with street trees between parking bays.

wide footpath for cafe’ dining 
and ease of pedestrian 
movement

carriageway narrowed with two 
way traffi c maintained

pedestrian connection 
across railway

90 degree parking against footpath to 
protect shop frontages and improve 
access from parking to shops

trees between parking bays on 
east side

existing information 
centre and toilets

EAST STREET

H
AV

EL
O

C
K

 S
TR

EE
T

LOCATION PLAN
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East Street currently has a very wide carriageway (road), parallel parking on both sides and shop awnings. The 

proposal is to improve the pedestrian experience by narrowing the street to slow traffi c, widen the footpath for 

outside dining, add more street tree planting and replace the street furniture. There are several ways of achieving 

this, as shown in the options below. The preferred option is also indicated.

Option 2   Shared surface paving and parallel parking

shared surface paving across 
wide footpath and street
(no pedestrian crossings) parallel parking both 

sides of road

existing information 
centre and toilets

PARALLEL PARKING

Option 1  Wide pavement and 90 degree parking on western side

wider footpath for cafe’ dining 
and ease of movement

90 degree parking against 
western edge and no parking 
adjacent to footpath

existing information 
centre and toilets

wide pedestrian connection 
across railway

Existing layout

wide carriageway parallel parking both 
sides of East Streetnarrow covered  

footpath

CONTINUOUS PAVING

Large mature tree avenue

additional street trees break 
up car parking on one side

wide pedestrian connection 
across railway

additional street trees break 
up car parking on both sides

raised pedestrian 
crossing table

avoids locating parking along 
green corridor
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Baring Square options
LOCATION PLAN
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The Concept Plan proposes to establish Baring Square as the civic 

‘heart’ of Ashburton and the District.

Joining Baring Square (East and West) together will help visually link 

both sides of the town and make it more recognisable for visitors 

passing through. The design of the central strip of land, either side of 

the railway, and the surrounding streets will also be important.

Option 3  ‘The Preferred Option’ 

Single square with central mounding focus views

EARTH SCULPTURE

Consistent tree planting 
around Baring Square East 
and West

Sculptural mounding 
adds interest to SH1 
environment and focuses 
views to Baring Square 
clock tower

Option 1   Two separate squares with extended Baring Square West Option 2   Single square with central view shaft

Baring square West 
treatment extends across 
to railway edge. Tree 
planting ties into existing 
large mature trees along 
East Street

Baring Square East to 
have the same character 
as East Street.The square 
becomes the bookend of 
this central retail street.

Consistent tree planting 
around Baring Square East 
and West.

Visual element extends 
between monument and 
clock tower

At a local level, Baring Square can be divided up for several different functions 

and connect with other town centre improvements (i.e. East Street). 

The Square also contains important monuments, sculptures and the clock 

tower, which could become focal points at both scales.

State Highway 1

Railway

TREE FRAMED SPACE

EVENT SPACE

Existing trees removed 
along part of East Street

Dedicated event space at 
the end of East Street for 
markets and community 
gathering

Several existing trees 
removed to open views 
to clock tower
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Burnett  Street pedestrian connection

LOCATION PLAN
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The existing pedestrian connections from the east to the west side of Ashburton are 

very poor, with narrow inhospitable crossings through the car park and over the railway/

highway. The overall design approach is to create welcoming and convenient pedestrian 

links for those accessing both sides of the town and central car parking areas.

Option 2   Native vegetation and water features

wide pedestrian connection

native trees and shrub 
planting contrast with exotic 
street trees

linear water features as 
rail barriers

improved at-grade rail 
crossing

WATER FEATURE

Planting and paving 
treatment extends into East 
Street

Option 3  ‘The Preferred Option’
Exotic trees and colourful shrubs matching East Street plantings

The  existing large car park areas are proposed to be separated into smaller effi ciently 

laid out car parks with minimal loss of spaces. The pedestrian connections will be 

fl exible spaces to accommodate road side facilities such as food stalls, sculptures, 

playgrounds, and act as an attractive destinations to draw people into the town centre.

RAILWAY

EAST STREET

WEST STREET (SH1)

INFORMATION CENTRE

TOWER FEATURE

Option 1   Vertical architectural  landmark and formal exotic trees

wide paved pedestrian 
connection

double avenue of exotic trees 
with colourful shrub planting 
and lawn areas

checkerboard retained 
within paved plaza, which 
creates entrance to East 
Street and retail/ business 
core

improved at-grade rail 
crossing

wide paved connection with 
night lighting for safety

vertical architectural 
landmark (eg. viewing 
platform) to signal accessways 
into the town centre

paved plaza and central lawn 
area creates entrance to East 
Street and retail/ business 
core

improved at-grade rail 
crossing

exotic pleached trees create 
strong edge relating to 
formal shop fronts and grid 
block structure

cafe with outdoor seating 
areas and play facilities

EXOTIC TREE AVENUE

TREE FRAMED SPACE

EVENT SPACE



a
sh

b
u

rt
o

n
 t

o
w

n
 c

e
n

tr
e

p
re

li
m

in
a

ry
 d

e
si

g
n

 
Baring Square & Green Corridor 
MasterplanLOCATION PLAN

Baring SquareEast Street upgrade Burnett Street pedestrian connection

33

This masterplan shows a combination of the preferred options for 

the ‘Green Corridor’ and Baring Square within the town centre.
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