Ashburton College Year 12 Awards Ceremony — 5 November 2009

Mr McMillan — Principal
Mrs Sparrow — Chair, Board of Trustees
College Staff, Parents and Friends AlSEudents of Year 12

| would like to thank you for the invitation to sgeto you tonight and participate in
acknowledging Year 12’s achievements of 2009. &oaadally, Year 12 is a very
important and challenging year and | sincerely wist the best of outcomes from

your impending examinations.

In some respects this is a sad occasion for Jatld as this will be our last official
engagement with Ashburton College, as parents. nvierk completes his exams
we will have had 16 consecutive years as paremslaiburton College students.
I would like to take this opportunity to repeat whaaid a few weeks ago at the

official opening of the new Science Block.

We are privileged to say that our children havenlstadents at Ashburton College.
Teaching is a very challenging profession, but aliese years we have been grateful
for the excellent quality of teaching and | appl#uel staff's commitment and
professionalism. When you students leave AshbuCliege, you are as prepared
and as capable of achieving as anyone. We as mgnity are sometimes a little shy

in promoting this fact. As Mayor | do so un-resstiy!”

As your Year 12 draws to a close many of you will se undecided on what
direction you would like to take in the future. Ywill be asked “what will you be
doing after you finish school”. My advice to yaito make that decision in your

own time and be prepared to change if the needsaris

| can well remember the day when we were abouwdke our Brigit down to Dunedin
where she was to enrol at Otago University in He&ltiences! and then when we

were about to leave she declared that she reallydyorefer to study Law.
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Some frantic work on the phone secured appointnteatsafternoon to enrol in Law
/ Commerce which she duly completed. Another examglates to the son of
professional parents who was probably expectedlimA in the family tradition]

not that he was pressured to do so by his parteuts was assumed that he would.
He declared, with their blessing, that he wanteoht@in a trade and after some

experimentation he settled on an apprenticeshipééeyear.

Life is so much more complicated than in my day asudent, for example, and the
opportunities open to yoll so enormous that to be expected to know exactly
where you will be in 5 or 10 years time is just redlistic. Be patient and set
achievable expectations and | am sure you willaahin whatever direction you set

yourself.

Golf dominates the O’'Malley household at the momentact it has done so for a
couple of years and if you stop to consider thisafonoment, your school career can

be compared to a game of golf.

No matter who you are, there is always a degreeofousness when beginning a
competitive round] just like you would have been a little appreheasithen
commencing Year 9 in January 2006. As the roundneisses / or school year

you become more relaxed and gain more confidentehbre are always obstacles
or hazards to be negotiated. A pre-determined gadameorcourse management is
essential if you are to succeed, as is Club seleetnd the ability to handle any
mistakes along the way. In golf a 250m drive cedhé same as a small putt.
That drive may be 50 metres off line but you hdeedpportunity to recover if not
with the next shot, then certainly with the nexgypded you allow clear thinking to

dictate your actions.

In using the golf analogy, your scholastic carserdaring the 5and final hole and

the most critical phase of the round.
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You will by now have experienced some of the obetathat life in general throws

before us.

But coming down the “home straight” there is aghiat tinge of apprehension and
the potential to lose focus / concentration. Migsa short putt can be costly in more
ways than one. It is usually the result of a lapssoncentration and can never be

recovered. (Danny Lee Under 23’s 2008).

Judge Andrew Beacroft, Chief Youth Court Judge, v¢h@ passionate advocate for
our youth, speaks often about the capability ofymumg people to make sound
decisions. The frontal portion of our brain is fdty developed until our early 20’s.

This area is responsible for decision makingo®mon sense! Throw in the ready

availability of alcohol, drugs, high power cars ayaherational changes in attitude to
discipline, then is it any wonder we have the soélssues he faces daily in his

Courtroom.

As you move on towards that magical mark of 18 @hthat means in our modern
society, please stick to your game plan, pleaseemsaksible choices and please do

not lose focus in order that you can perform toryfall potential.

The next 12 months will be among the most excitihgour lives. You will be

called upon to be your school’s leadersvelcome the challenge and the
opportunities before you. You are our most prexi@sources, treasure that fact just
as you would if you had the opportunity to win g tburnament by sinking a small

putt.

Year 12 students, parents, friends and $tathank you all for your contribution to
College life and may you all enjoy a productive amstful holiday season and an

even more momentous 2010.



