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The Creat ive Communi t ies Scheme is  a 
re lat ionship between Creat ive New Zealand and 
local  author i t ies,  and suppor ts  oppor tuni t ies for  
New Zealanders to  par t ic ipate in  the ar ts  in  the i r  
local  area.  Each local  author i ty  has an 
assessment  panel  representat ive of  i ts  
communi ty ,  and these panels  make the funding 
decis ions.   

Who can apply 
Any group,  organisat ion or  ind iv idua l  can apply  
for  funding.  The pro ject  must  promote 
par t ic ipat ion in  the ar ts .  Local  author i t ies are 
not  e l ig ib le to  apply .  

Eligible projects 
El ig ib le pro jects  must :  

•  have an ar ts  or  cu l tura l  focus 

•  take p lace wi th in the c i ty  or  d is t r ic t  to  which 
the appl icat ion is  made and/or  benef i t  that  
d is t r ic t  or  c i ty  

•  meet at  least  one of  the three funding cr i ter ia  

•  benef i t  local  communi t ies 

•  not  have star ted before an appl icat ion for  
funding is  assessed 

•  not  have been funded by Creat ive New 
Zealand for  the same purpose.  

 
F U N D I N G  C R I T E R I A  

Projects  or  act iv i t ies must :  

•  increase par t ic ipat ion in  the ar ts  

•  increase the range and d ivers i ty  of  the ar ts  
avai lab le to  communi t ies 

•  enhance and st rengthen the local  ar ts  sector .  

To be e l ig ib le  for  ass is tance,  the pro ject  must  
have c lear  communi ty  benef i ts .   An app l icat ion 
f rom an ind iv idual  wi l l  be s t ronger  i f  they can 
show an endorsement  f rom a communi ty  group 
or  ar ts  prov ider .  

What types of  arts projects and act ivi t ies can 
be funded? 
Projects  or  act iv i t ies may involve any ar t form or  
a mixture of  ar t forms inc luding theatre,  v isual ,  
mul t i -media,  dance,  t rad i t ional  ar ts ,  craf t ,  
music ,  l i terary ar ts  and per formance ar ts .  
Each local  author i ty  is  ent i t led to establ ish i ts  
own pr ior i t ies wi th in  these cr i ter ia .   

Types of  assistance 
Assistance may be prov ided in  the fo l lowing 
forms:  

•  grants 

•  guarantee against  loss 

•  low- in terest  ra te loans 

Eligible act ivi t ies and projects 

•  events or  fest iva ls  

•  personnel  costs  for  one-of f  pro jects  

•  ar t is t - in- res idence schemes 

•  promot ional  act iv i t ies 

•  mater ia ls  

•  seminars,  workshops 

•  equipment  (up to  50% purchase pr ice)  

•  dance wi th ar ts  and cul ture focus 

•  school -based pro jects  outs ide i ts  normal  
act iv i t ies 



Inel igible act ivi t ies and projects 

•  fac i l i t y  development  

•  purchase of  ar tworks for  ar t  ga l ler ies 

•  arts  act iv i t ies  in  educat ion inst i tu t ions 
normal ly  funded wi th in curr icu lum budget  

•  ongoing adminis t rat ion costs  

•  re t rospect ive pro ject  costs  

•  debt  serv ic ing 

•  cater ing costs 

•  fundra is ing costs 

•  local  author i ty  pro jects  

•  salar ies 

•  pr ize monies  

 
C O N D I T I O N S  

I f  you have prev iously  received Creat ive 
Communi t ies Scheme funding,  e i ther  as an 
ind iv idua l  or  as a member of  a  group,  a 
completed pro ject  repor t  must  be submit ted 
before any fur ther  appl icat ions wi l l  be 
considered.  
_ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ __  

  

 

T O  A P P L Y   

Appl icat ions must  be made on an appl icat ion 
form,  avai lab le f rom your  Scheme adminis t rator .  
Appl icat ions must  inc lude the fo l lowing:  
•  a bank-generated deposi t  form 

•  a deta i led budget   

•  a pro ject  descr ip t ion,  inc luding dates,  
numbers of  par t ic ipants,  and a programme of  
what  you in tend to achieve.   I f  you are 
paying fees to ar t is ts  or  tu tors inc lude a  br ie f  
CV of  who they are and the i r  ro le  in  your  
pro ject .  

•  f inancia l  in format ion summar is ing your  
group’s  f inances for  the last  f inancia l  year .  

 
FOR FURTHER ASSISTANCE PLEASE 
CONTACT YOUR SCHEME ADMINISTRATOR AT 
THE ASHBURTON DISTRICT COUNCIL
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