OPEN FIRE SEASON INFORMATION (Fire Season Status)

An open fire season currently exists within Ashburton District, other than on or within 1 kilometre of any DoC land where there is a 365 day/year Restricted Fire Season and permits must be obtained from that authority.

This means that the lighting of fires in the open air is allowed elsewhere in the District other than DoC land providing the following conditions are observed.

There is still a duty of care on any person lighting a fire in the open air to ensure the fire does not escape from the area of the intended burn.

All burning should be conducted during daylight hours wherever possible.

Fire breaks to be a minimum width of 5 metres and cleared of all combustible material.

Stubble burning operations are to comply with Mid Canterbury Federated Farmers and Ashburton District Council Burning Code of Practice.  Copies of this document may be obtained from Ashburton District Council or Federated Farmers.

Weather conditions, adequacy of fire break, portable water supply on site, patrolling (particularly land clearing fires), supervision and ensuring the fire is completely out are essential factors for consideration.

If necessary, dampen down afterwards.  Assistance is available from your local rural fire unit.

It is an offence to light fires during windy conditions.

Any costs associated with suppression of an uncontrolled fire lie with the person lighting the fire.

RESTRICTED FIRE SEASON INFORMATION (Fire Season Status)

A Restricted Fire Season is currently in force within the Ashburton District.
This means that the lighting of fires in the open air is prohibited, with the following exceptions only, and subject to the following conditions;
Gas fired barbecues.

The burning of agricultural crop residues (stubble and straw only) during daylight hours only 

The above exceptions are permitted provided:

That no such fire be lit until the area to be burnt is fully surrounded by a continuous fire break cleared of all combustible material to a minimum width of 5 metres.

That no such fires shall be lit when strong or gusty winds (greater than 15 km/hr – leaves and small twigs in motion; wind extends small flags) are prevailing or predicted.  For all fires current weather forecasts should be obtained from Met Service – 0900 999 25.

A portable water supply sufficient to suppress any wildfire that may result from the controlled burn, and a means of delivery for that water, is to be on site for the duration of the burn, and must remain on site until the fire is completely out.
In all cases a person lighting a fire within these exceptions shall remain in attendance until the fire is fully extinguished.

Agricultural crop residue burning operations should comply with the Mid Canterbury Federated Farmers/Ashburton District Council Crop Residues Burning Code of Practice 2001/2002.  (Copies are available from ADC or Federated Farmers offices)

Information on fire danger levels is available by ringing the District Council Infoline 308-5137.

It shall be no legal defence against claims for damage or cost recoveries relating to any fire, that the fire was of the type, or lit as permitted by this notice.

Any suppression costs and/or legal liability associated with an uncontrolled fire lie with the person(s) lighting the fire.

Persons lighting fires during a restricted fire season are reminded that these conditions must be complied with at all times.  Care and vigilance is required to ensure that all fires are fully extinguished/dampened down afterwards.

Permits may be issued by the Council to burn material other than that stated above where there is an urgent need and the burn can be conducted safely.

Persons wanting to light fires on or within 1 kilometre of any Crown land must apply to the Department of Conservation for a permit to burn.

Don Geddes

Principal Rural Fire Officer

FIRE PROHIBITION – LIMITED BURNING – PERMIT ONLY
The prohibited fire season introduced in Ashburton District on Monday, 26 April is still in force.

With a slight easing of the fire danger due to recent rain the Council will be allowing limited burning on a strict permit only basis.  This will apply to the burning of agricultural crop residue only.

Anyone needing to burn stubble must first apply to the Council for a permit.

General conditions for each permit issued will be as follows:

SPECIAL CONDITIONS

1. The prevailing wind at the time shall not exceed Wind Force 3 on the Beaufort scale, (gentle breeze, 12-19 kph, leaves and small twigs in constant motion: wind extends light flags) or when conditions are such that the fire is likely to spread beyond the limits of the land or other property in respect of which this permit is issued.

2. No fire shall be lit without the permit holder first checking the long term weather forecast, and furthermore, that forecast to show settled weather and calm conditions for at least 24 hours following the time of lighting of any fire.

3. The controlled burn shall be conducted during the hours of daylight only.

4. The area to be burnt shall be fully surrounded by a continuous fire break cleared of all combustible material to a minimum width of 5 metres.

5. Immediately following the burn the firebreak and adjacent burnt area of windrow is to be cultivated to minimise the risk of reignition.

6. A portable water supply of at least 500 litres and a means of delivery for that water is to be on hand for the duration of the burn.

7. A minimum of two adults shall stay in attendance until the fire is completely out.

8. It is recommended a cellphone be on site for early warning should the controlled burn escape.

9. Regular patrolling of the fire perimeter is to be conducted where practical.

10. The permit holder shall notify adjacent land owners/occupiers prior to lighting any fire(s).

11. The permit holder shall notify the Chief Fire Officer of the local Fire Party or Brigade prior to lighting any fire(s).

12. The permit holder shall notify the Ashburton District Council Rural Fire Duty Officer (025 989 968) prior to lighting any fire(s).

13. The permit holder shall have current insurances for public liability and fire suppression in place.

14. The issue of any permit in no way invalidates the responsibility of the person lighting the fire should that fire escape and require suppression measures and later be the subject of legal claims for damages or suppression cost recoveries.

