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councillor I was keen to get to the
bottom of the issue, see what the
problems are, and find out what
can be done to improve things.

In search of the information I
needed I went to the pedestrian
crossing one morning to see for
myself what was happening. What
I saw was very few children
actually using the crossing. I saw
truck drivers running across the
road at any old spot to purchase
refreshments with little time to
make that dash safely. I also saw
parents, who [ assume had
delivered their older children to
school, driving away from the
school with unrestrained children
intheir cars.

As parents, as adults and as a
community we need to be taking
more responsibility for our
children. We must be teaching our
children the safe way to get to and
from school and wherever else they
are going. We need to be taking an
interest in how we, as a community,
are raising our young people.

- Councillor
comment with
Judy Kingsbury

My second concern was
regarding the Council’s elderly
persons housing, as this is often a
topical subject. I wasn’t sure
exactly what to expect, but when I
was shown around I found the units
to be generally very nice and that
many of the residents have indeed
made them their home. I would like
to congratulate the people who
have taken responsibility for
themselves and have enhanced
their own homes. Good on you.

Thirdly we hear so much about
law and order issues, particularly in
Ashburton. I was invited to
accompany a police officer on a
Saturday night and observe
" Ashburton after Dark". From 9.00
p-m. to 4.00 a.m. we were out there
patrolling the streets.

It was an amazing experience
and I can tell you first hand we have
a very active police force in
Ashburton. While the majority of
us are quietly tucked up in bed they
are dealing with the fallout of a
small minority who feel they can do
as they please around the town at
night. What struck me was the
complete lack of pride, respect and
responsibility this minority show
towards their families, neighbours,
the community and themselves.

There is no way the police can
always be in the right place at the
right time. So perhaps we, the
community, should be proactive
and find ways to assist our local
police. We must take responsibility
as a community for ensuring the
values that make our District such a
great place are passed on to
younger generations. Maybe we
could programme the Police phone
number into our phones and report
perceived crime to them as we see
it, therefore allowing them to
assess, prioritise and react to any

incidents.
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“As a result of these workshops we
have built up a wide base of stake-
holders who represent the varied
opinions on Canterbury water both
locally and regionally. It has certainly
highlighted the fact that water is valued
in different ways by different people,

‘special interest in

and interaction before we get into the
really difficult issues.”

He says the Steering Group is
particularly interested in the public’s
views on two key points.

“We want to know if people feel we
have a complete and accurate summary

of all of the uses and be
Canterbury’s water — a
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Ashburton’s town
centre how would

you like to see
It develop?

andowners and
occupiers of
properties close to

the Ashburton Town Centre
along with relevant interest
groups are invited to the
first consultation open day
on Wednesday 29th
October, between 12am -
2pm and 4pm - 8pm.

The consultation day, to
be held at the Ashburton
Masonic Lodge meeting
room on Havelock Street,
will focus on the proposed
future enhancement of the
Ashburton town centre.
Throughout the day,
Council staff and consul-
tants involved with the
project will be on hand to
answer questions, and the
day will conclude with a
summary presentation
starting at 6 pm.

A second open day is
planned for Thursday, 13th
November, following a
review of the initial
feedback from property
owners and occupiers
within the town centre, and
provides an opportunity for

consultation with the wider
community of the District.

Project Background
The Ashburton Town
Centre Concept Plan has
been initiated as part of
delivering the Ashburton
Development Plan (adopted
by Council in 2005). The
Ashburton District Council
has been assisted with the
Concept Plan by Boffa
Miskell - specialist
planners, urban designers
and landscape architects.
The Concept Plan sets a
broad framework for
improvement, building on
the good foundations of the
existing town centre. This
framework will take effect
over many years and will
have the flexibility to
accommodate a range of
new initiatives (only some
of which are known today).
The Concept Plan aims to
coordinate many of the
individual actions and
changes that can take place
within the town centre, to
create a strong focus for the

social, civic, business,
entertainment and living
activities of the District and
create a safer and more
pleasant place for the
future.

The Concept Plan also
takes a wider, more holistic
look at existing and
potential destinations
within the three Avenues
and beyond. "It is impor-
tant to understand where
people are coming from
and if there are other
destinations that can help
draw more people and their
vitality into the town,
providing the right
connections are made,"
says Tim Church, Urban
Designer at Boffa Miskell.
"We are also exploring
better links to the Domain
and Ashburton River; both
are potentially major
recreation areas within easy
reach of the town centre".

The Concept Plan will
need to appeal to both
visitors and locals.
"Potential visitors mostly
move through the town

The last major revamp of Ashburton’s town centre occurred during the 1970s and '80s. Today’s Council is seeking to establish a viable long term plan for the centre
that builds on the good foundations of the good foundations of the existing centre to create a strong focus for the social, civic, business, entertainment and living
activities of the district and create a safer and more pleasant place for the future.

along State Highway 1, but
this often conflicts with the
movement of locals between
the eastern and western halves
of the town," Tim says. "It is
important we have a creative
solution that boosts the
economy of the town centre
by establishing a destination
for visitors, while allowing

local residents to walk and
cycle more freely."

Once there is an agreed
overall Concept Plan, the
Council can then proceed to
design specific parts of the
town centre in greater detail,
which will be implemented
over time through its
Community Plan. Where land

use changes are proposed, the
District Plan review process,
currently running in parallel,
can give effect to these
changes through new zonings
and development controls.
Stakeholders, such as
landowners, occupiers and
active interest groups (e.g.
Ashburton Business

Association), are essential
parties in the process of
successful implementation.
According to Tim, all
stakeholders have a major role
to play in this process,
including businesses,
residents, interest groups and
landowners. Tim comments
"The Concept Plan provides a

basis for Council investment
in public land (squares,
streets, parks); clear direction
for private investment in new
devel and busi

value."

Public Consultation
The intention of the
Itation is to gain

opportunities; and interest
groups can have some
certainty as to the future
shape and quality of the town
centre's features they may

feedback that allows the
Concept Plan to be refined
and to move forward to
finalisation and adoption by
Council. More detailed

Come along, have
your say, share
your ideas with

the planners

designs and an implementa-
tion plan can then be
prepared that provides the
staging, process and
responsibilities for the
Concept Plan actions.
Those attending the
consultation open days will
be free to ask a range of
questions with ideas an
contributions wel d

Square with its clock tower.
The project may also
provide opportunities to
make the most of the
Council's more recent
investments, such as the
new Ashburton Trust
Performing Arts Centre on
Wills Street.

"It will be important to

lidate the |

towards the content of the
Concept Plan. A letter will
be sent to all the stake-
holders involved with the
town centre inviting them
to the first consultation
open day. A second open
day will follow which is
planned for general public
attendance.

The Future of the
Ashburton Town
Centre

Ashburton’s town centre
has many appealing
features including a strong
street grid, a number of
historic buildings, inde-
pendent shops, large
mature trees and Baring

commercial parts of the
town centre. However,
unlike suburban malls, a
town centre is not just
about shopping and dining
but providing for a variety
of urban experiences,
including community
events and residential
living close to the town
centre's amenities" Tim
says. "Ashburton is
experiencing a period of
growth at the moment and,
as the community expands,
we will need to accommo-
date larger civic functions
and changing day to day

Tim believes that
capitalising on the distinc-
tive identity and character

of the town centre will be
vital. He says, "Generally,
if you design for the locals,
the visitors will come; they
often seek out places that
have a clear point of
difference and do not look
the same as every other
town. We want Ashburton
to be memorable and
visitors to leave with
positive associations."

Tim Church believes that
this is the "chance of a
lifetime" for the people of
the Ashburton District.
There is a range of related
initiatives currently
underway by the Council,
including the District Plan
Review and several
significant community
projects on the drawing
board. "This is a rare
chance to get these working
together in a way that is
mutually beneficial. The
Town Centre Concept Plan
is an important piece in the
puzzle and it would be
great to get the community
involved at this early stage"
he says.
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Consultation Open Day
Ty Wednesday, October 29
12am-2pm and 4pm-8pm
Ashburton Masonic Lodge Rooms
Havelock Street

A range of potential projects could better
“stitch” the town centre together and help it
grow in a coordinated way.

¢ It is important
we have a creative
solution that boosts the
economy of the town
centre by establishing a
destination for visitors,
while allowing local
residents to walk and
cycle more freely ’,
Better links between the town centre and potential

major recreation areas such as the Domain and
Ashburton River should be explored

S
TINWALD P

METHVEN

TOWN CENTRE

NORTH EAST ASHBURTON
BUSINESS PARK
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You are in a School Zone - vuzs ruppny

he “You are in a School Zone”

campaign started at the

beginning of the final school
term on 13 October.

The focus of the campaign is to
remind drivers and parents to reduce
speed around schools and think more
about safe parking around the school
area.

As most parents and casual drivers
will readily admit, the streets around
schools before nine and after three can
sometimes be chaotic.

The afternoon period in particular
generally sees large numbers of
vehicles, adults and young children
walking and cycling in various
directions, all trying to exit the same
small congested area. Wet weather,
with decreased visibility often adds to
the mix.

Eight schools in Ashburton and

Methven are participating in the and
road safety messages have been
attached to their newsletters. Road
safety and council parking wardens
have also been visiting the school gate
areas at key times.

Parents may have already received
their “You are in the School Zone”
leaflet with the school newsletter and
it is hoped they have already taken a
few minutes to read it. Each copy also
has a lucky number, so keeping it on
the fridge is recommended as there are
10 Whitcoulls vouchers to be drawn in
November. Results will be posted in
each participating school’s newsletter.

Reminders were given about
parking too close to corners and
pedestrian crossings, parking on
yellow lines and double parking and
the potential hazard this causes.

Parking in these places, even if “it

was only for a moment”, is not
acceptable and simply increases the
risk of small children not being seen
by passing traffic. Vehicles who
complete a U turn near the school gate
are a very common occurrence and
often can add to the confusion during
the busy periods before and after
school.

Speed limits, parking laws, road
markings and warning signs are all in
place to keep our children safe around
schools. While police continue to
focus on vehicle speed around schools
at all times, durinng October and early
November Ashburton District road
safety and parking wardens will be
focusing on parking and driver
behaviour outside local schools.
Infringement notices for parking
offences will be issued if children’s
safety is thought to be at risk.

a short survey for residents
to complete as we want to hear
your thoughts about the issues
that you think are important for
the future of the District, and
that we will face in the next ten
years.

Over 120 people responded to
the survey, providing a wide
range of suggestions and
information.

Council’s Community
Planning Manager, Gavin
Thomas says, “It’s great that so
many people have taken the
time to tell Council what they
want for the future of the
District.

This information will provide
Council with plenty to consider
and some direction on what the
community want us to focus on
for the next ten years.”

The key activities respondents
thought Council should focus on
for the next ten years are
roading and footpaths, commu-
nity services and facilities, and
water. While some of this might
not be surprising it is good to
know the direction Council has
been taking in the past appears
to be on the right track, said Mr

s s

n the last edition of the -
District Diary, we provided

The future of the
district — what
you said

e ”"‘“f Diaty e ngfs
istrict in the Next 10 _
hhumn-"l‘ia\lﬂ Your Say —

Thomas.

Social issues, specifically
maintaining the availability of
health services and reducing
crime, are major issues the
District faces over the next ten
years. Roading featured
prominently in these results
also, with residents expressing
their collective concern with the
movement of traffic onto and
along State Highway One.

Respondents were also asked
to identify three things that
would improve the quality of life
in the District. Over half said

that Social Issues needed to be
addressed, with maintaining the
availability of health services
and reducing crime again
scoring highly in this issue.
Community Facilities and
Services was ranked as the
second most common way of
improving quality of life in the
District, with Environmental
Management being the third
most important component of
improving the quality of life
here.

“Council is currently working
on renewing the ten year
community plan and the wealth
of information gathered from
the survey will be a valuable
part of the information mix we
use to inform our decision-
making”, says Mr Thomas.

“While some of the identified
issues are outside of Council’s
control, identifying them in this
way will enable the community
to develop the right approaches
to these issues in the future.”

We would like to acknowledge
all those who took the time to
complete and return the survey
to us, your thoughts and
opinions are greatly appreci-
ated.

Earn less than $21,180?
Check out rate rebate

applied to the Ashburton District Council and
been granted a rates rebate.

The Rates Rebate Scheme is funded by the
Government through the Department of internal
affairs and was established to provide a subsidy to
low-income homeowners on the cost of their rates.
Persons may be eligible if their income is low, they pay
the rates on the address that they live at, they were
living at that address as at 1 July 2007, and their name
is on the rates bill. The maximum amount of the rebate
is $530.

Since 1 August more than 800 persons have

The income limit for a full rates rebate for the 2008/09
year is $21,180 and is increased by $500 for each dependant
child in the household. Although a ratepayer’s income might
exceed the income threshold a rates rebate could still be
available, depending on the amount of the rates and number
of dependants.

A rebate is not payable for farms, businesses or rental
properties.

Ashburton District Council’s Customer Services Manager
Joe van Noord encourages those who think they may be
eligible to phone the Council on 307 7700 and ask for a rates
rebate application to be sent to them.

At the

museum HE B N

There’s a lot happening in
Ashburton next month to
bring back memories of
Ashburton's beginnings
and what has happened in
the town over the past
150 years.

At the Museum we
have a double cause to
celebrate.

On November 8 we
will be opening our special
timeline display to mark
Ashburton town's anniversary.
At the same time we will be
opening another exhibition that
celebrates 50 years of the
Ashburton Museum and
Historical Society, the
organisation that operates the
Ashburton Museum.

The Society, then known as
the Ashburton Historical
Society, held its first meeting on
October 30, 1959. Its first move
towards a Museum was a
building in Cass Street in 1969,
mainly to store the beginnings
of the collection.

This was followed in 1971 by
a small building in Havelock
Street, formerly the town's
women's restrooms, that came
to be known as Pioneer Hall. It
is pleasing to see that the little
building that was the town's
first Museum has recently had a
facelift and is now being used
by Historic Places Trust.

The Museum remained there
until 1978 when it relocated to
the former Ashburton Technical
College building in Cameron
Street. Then, in 1995, another
move was made, this time to the
former Ashburton County
Council building in Baring
Square East, where it remains
today.

As well as the two displays
mentioned above, the Museum
has a number of other new
displays well worth calling in to
see. Our look at weddings from
1850 to the present day has
moved into its final stage with

three dresses from the 1980s,
90s and 2000s. We have

renewed our display of
Ashburton and its brick industry
and will soon be doing a special
display featuring Ashburton
Borough School.

Three new Ashburton books
are available from the Museum.
The latest is Cameo of the Past
by Velma Langdon, featuring
stories about people and places
from Mid Canterbury's past. We
also have available The Mount
Somers Tramway, and A Nurse
at War, the story of Emily Peter
- all good Christmas presents.

Call in and visit us - we're
open Tuesday to Friday 10am to
4pm and Saturday and Sunday
1pm to 4pm.

¥ e

Keep watch on your
letter box this week for
this publication marking
150 years since the
settlement of Ashburton
town

ASHBURTON TRUST

event centre-

28th October — Nutcracker -
Presented by the Russian
Imperial Ballet. Tickets
available from the Regent
Cinema or
www.iticket.co.nz

November 1st — Canterbury
Bride of the Year.
Guaranteed to be a great
night out. Tickets
available from the Regent
Cinema or
www.iticket.co.nz

Sth November —
Christchurch Symphony
Orchestra. Further

information to follow

30th November — New
Zealand Symphony
Orchestra. 7th December
— Julie Hawk School of
Dance. Further
information to follow

5th December — Social
Services Expo. O’Reilly
Auditorium and Bradford
Room

12th — 13th December —
Ashburton Academy of
Dance. Further
information to follow
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New Books at the District Library

Blue Heaven, by C.J. Box

So many retired Los Angeles policemen have
moved into the woods of North Idaho, it has
been nicknamed "Blue Heaven" by locals.
Mostly the newcomers are welcome, although
they do not mix much. When some local
children witness the execution style killing of
one ex-cop by a group of his former colleagues, they become the
prey.

The Likeness by Tana French

A second detective novel by this young
author, who won the Edgar Award this year
for her first novel, In The woods, which
introduced her character, Dublin
policewoman Detective Cassie Maddox.
Cassie is persuaded fo go undercover again
when the body of a young woman is found who both closely
resembles her, and is using one of Cassie’s former undercover

identities.
!‘AKERLEY!

Blood Brother by J.A. Kerley
BLOOD

Homicide Homicide detective Carson Ryder is
summoned from his Alabama home to the

NYPD. They have found a videotape on BROTHER
which @ woman victim has mentioned his aan:‘m‘;‘t:‘l‘“m‘
name. The horribly mutilated dead woman M‘

had been a colleague, an expert in
psychopathic killers. So is Carson, because his brother Jeremy
Ridgecliff is in prison for the similarly brutal murders of five
women. At least, he was.

Blve Smoke And Murder by
Elizabeth Lowell

A feminist rancher in Mormon country is
killed when a thief comes to steal some
Western paintings she has hidden away for ~ [SLJLILI &2
her great-niece. Although Modesty Breck's Murder
death is made to look accidental, Jill Breck is

suspicious. When she receives a death threat, Jill calls in o
favour owed her by the owner of a detective agency. The
bodyguard they send her is an art expert, and together they
must protect Jill's inheritance from the deadly greed of rogue
collectors.

The Birthday Present by
Barbara Vine

Barbara Vine is also Ruth Rendell, the
creator of the Inspector Wexford murder
mysteries. When using the Barbara Vine
name, her books are deeper and more
complex in characterisation. In this one, a
Tory MP arranges the mock abduction of his mistress to add fo
the excitement of their affair. Unfortunately the car she is
kidnapped in crashes, and the woman dies. The real drama
lies in Ivor Tesham’s struggle to avoid the scandal that would
finish his polifical career.

i

High Potential, by Ber Carroll
Katie Horgan has always wanted to be
partner — not a lawyer, a partner. Her
efforts ensure her a place in the
development programme of a prestigious
law firm. This involves a posfing to Dublin,
where Katie tracks down her Irish family,
and her mother’s well-kept secret.

Say Goodbye by Lisa Garden

A psychological thriller which doesn't need to
rely on the fact that the villain has a taste
for tarantulas fo make the skin crawl. A
child abuser and kidnapper who also preys
on women, the Burgerman preselects his
victims by making each of those he is about
to kill disclose the name of someone they love. Kimberley
Quincey, FBI Special Agent, is appealed to by a young woman
who is in the Burgerman’s power.

The Time Of Terror by Seth

Hunter

Horatio Hornblower has a lot fo answer for.
Yet another eighteenth century British Navy
epic, this one set in the time of the French
Revolutionary government and the famous
Terror. Naval commander Nathan Peake is
given the secret mission of undermining the fragile French
economy. Finally he is released from his undercover activities
to rejoin the Fleet and engage in the first major battle against
the French navy.

[ ;
4

The French Gardener by Santa Montefiore
Miranda Miranda Claybourne is the new o
chatelaine of Harfington House, while her 1 ;
hushand spends the weekdays at their flatin . | s
London. Like their two children, Miranda A

finds country life difficult fo adjust to. Sheis - "/,f:,d N
relieved to discover a mysterious Frenchman ({, s
who promises to restore the house’s famous ‘'
garden to its former glory. Jean-Paul was

once in love with the former owner of the house, and history
begins fo repeat itself.

Fine Just The Way It Is by
Annie Proulx

Another collection of Wyoming stories by
the author of Brokeback Mountain.
Proulx’s spare style and dry humour are a
good fit for the harsh country her
characters struggle with.

Proulx

The Bolger Years, 1990-1997

Well Well known polificos such as Bill Birch,
Wyatt Creech, Jenny Shipley, Colin James and
Ken Douglas provide insightful views of Jim
Bolger's term as Prime Minister. Useful
revision for voters on the last fime National
was in government. From this distance, a
certain amount of misty nostalgia can creep in. Jane Cliffon
fondly remembers many members of the Bolger government
as endearingly batty, " The journey started in Te Kuifi on
election night 1990, with the most abandoned party since
Richard Prebble’s state house eviction party. Joan played Wild
Thing on the ukulele, and Jim sang Danny Boy..."

Ngaio Marsh, Here Life In

Crime by Joanne Drayton

A sound hiography of this famous crime

writer, Shakespearian director and

Canterbury icon, including descriptions of

her book plots and their place in the genre.

Much of the biographical material seems to

be lifted straight out of Ngaio Marsh’s 1966 autobiography,
often in the form of direct quotes. Therefore the author is
already accepting the authorised version of Marsh’s life, despite
her claim to be carrying out defective work on well-kept secrets.
However, it is an interesfing read, and places Marsh firmly
among the leading Queens of Crime.

Animals In Translation, The N
Woman Who Thinks Like A Cow - / *

by Temple Grandin and o
L ANIMALS N
Catherine Johnson TRANSLATION

Temple Grandin is autistic, and her different
view of the world allows her insights into how
animals see things. As she says, “Animals
and autistic people don't see their ideas of things; they see the
actual things themselves. We see the details that make up the
world, while normal people blur all those details together into
their general concept of the world.” In her native United States
she has redesigned many stock handling facilities so as to
improve animal welfare as well as efficiency. A fascinating
view of animal behaviour and inheritance.

A Nest Of Singing Birds, 100
Years Of NZ School Journal

How's this for nostalgia? Remember those

safe and satisfying story readings on the

radio in the classroom? Founded in 1907,

the School Journal has induded the work of

many famous New Zealand writers and artists. Short
biographies of some of the more famous are included, together
with brief examples of their work. And of course the book is
lavishly illustrated with art work through the years.

Street Wise Parenting by Glenn ~ §, i
Compain

A policeman and parent himself, the author WIS
sefs out to offer practical suggesfions on N "~
recognising different sorts of criminal activity e
at the outset, and preventing young people

adding to the ever-growing youth crime !

stafistics. In 2002 he became Pacific Liaison

Officer for a large part of the Auckland region, with the tasks of
breaking the hold of youth gangs, reducing fatal road crashes,
and addressing domestic violence in the Pacific community.
There is a firm basis of experience for his warnings and
recommendations. It is his belief that youth problems can only
be solved at a family level, and that by deciding on their own
vision and values each family can set rules which will defend
their children against harmful outside influences.

William Wilberforce, The Life Of
The Great Anti-Slave Trade
Campaigner by William Hague

If you like great thumping biographies, this is
a corker. William Wilberforce spearheaded the
20 year campaign to abolish the Atlantic slave
trade, which he achieved in 1807, making it
his life’s work. Before he died in 1833
Wilberforce had the satisfaction of seeing slavery itself
abolished throughout the British Empire. Author William Hague
is a former Conservative party leader, and his political
knowledge adds colour to Wilberforce's struggles for support in
the House of Commons.

Jones On Management by Bob
Jones

Love him or hate him, Bob Jones is always
capable of an engaging and thought-
provoking rant. Here he sets out his views of &
management, and the undeserved solemnity S§ZESERCS
with which this basically common sense
acfivity is surrounded. Tiers of management
comprise the box-tickers, head-nodders, CEQ and the Board —
emperors with no clothes. This is an inferesting read, but |
didn’t get the bit about the dwarves.

My Father’s Shadow, A Portrait
Of Justice Peter Mahon by Sam
Mahon

A poetic and absorbing portrait of the man
most will remember as heading the
Commission of Enquiry into the Mt Erebus air
disaster of 1979. Despite some annoying
spelling mistakes, it is very readable, and reveals Mahon's
character as seen through the eyes of his arist son.

New Books at the Children’s Library

L3
Picture books

Whale Gets Stuck by Charles  wHALE
Fuge and Karen Hayles —STucK:
Itis midsummer in the Arctic and Whale is i
feeling playful. He does a gigantic leap out of P n
the water and gets stuck on an ice floe. The =+~
animals and birds gather to help but nothing
seems fo work. |'m not sure that | believe in the special

Delilah Darling Is In The
Classroom by Jeanne Willis,
illustrated by Rosie Reeve C
Delilah thinks that she is a Queen from a land "
far away. She really wanis a pet rhinoceroo

but has to make do with the cat and the dog. Delilah’s
imagination makes her a constant challenge. You won't be able

friendship between Whale and Fish, given their respective places 1, guess what happens when she gets to take Polly and Dolly, the

in the food chain. However this is a great introduction to
problem solving, and to a variety of marine creatures.

Non fiction

Colour
by Penelope Arlon

Colour is a part of the Eye Know
series, from the publishers Dorling
Kindersley. This is a great series to
share with a young child, or for
newly independent readers to
discover for themselves. Flaps and cut-outs are used to introduce
topics such as the colours of the rainbow, dyes and camouflage.
Penelope Arlon has managed to pack plenty of interesting
information into a litfle book.

i
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class hamsters, home for the weekend. Delilah is autocratic and
sassy. The humour will appeal to children but also to their parents.

Would You Believe The Losers
Were Killed In Mayan Football?!

by Richard Platt This would make o
refreshing change from modern sport, where it
often seems o be the losing team’s coach who
gets the chop. The Would You Believe series specialises in
gathering together miscellaneous information that is fun to dip
info. Whether you want o know about roller coasters or bog
snorkelling it is all here. Mayfield farmers might be interested
to know that Russian racing pigs are trained by coaches and
psychologists at a special Sport Pig Centre.

Chapter books

Attack Of The Lizard King by Rex
Stone, illustrated by Mike Spoor

This is the first book in a series called Dinosaur
Cove. Eight-year-old Jamie and his father shift to
an old lighthouse. With his new friend, Tom, he
finds a way through an old smugglers’ cave, info a
land where dinosaurs still roam freely. Suddenly Jamie’s passion
for fossil hunting turns info a dose encounter with
Tyrannosaurus Rex himself! Perfect for newer chapter book
readers.

Teen reads

Kill The Possum by James
Moloney

Every second Sunday Kirsty’s stepfather returns
her younger sister home after a visit. Every
second Sunday he torments Kirsty, her mother
and her brother. The abuse is psychological.
Nothing that will leave visible scars. Nothing
that can be proved. Kirsty's boyfriend, Dylan, accidentally
witnesses one of these sessions. He wants to help but Dylan has
issues of his own. This is a book about anger and the destrucfion
it causes.

" Ted and Kat watch as their cousin, Salim, boards

The London Eye Mystery by

Siobhan Dowd }” o
the London Eye. Thirty minutes later they wait
in vain for him to reappear. How can anyone ‘A
disappear from a dosed pod on a giant ferris

wheel? Ted's brain works in its own unique way, skilled at
reading the weather but not at understanding other people. He
and his more pracfical sister, Kat, are forced to pool their talents
to solve the mystery. Recommended.

Finding Darcy by Sve Lawson
Darcy's Mum drops a bombshell. She needs
to go away for a couple of months. Darcy will
have to stay with her Grandmother and -
Great-grandmother — nicknamed Misery and

Batty. To make matters worse Darcy's exile

coincides with a bad patch at school and an

awkward assignment. How can she write about her family in
World War Two when no-one will talk about it? Digging into
secrets helps Darcy to understand her family and the reasons for
their silence.
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Action group to
arget late-night
behaviour

In a bid to clean up late night drunken and
disorderly behaviour in the Ashburton CBD
during the weekends, an action group of
Ashburton District Council, hospitality,
business, police and social service
representatives has formulated a plan to
crack down on antisocial behaviour in the
town center.

Ashburton District Council democracy
and community services manager John
Rollinson said the plan was a very real
attempt to address the problem.“The council
has responded to the concerns of central
business owners and has come up with a
series of steps to counter antisocial
behaviour.”

The strategy will see drunks and
troublemakers banned from all bars in the
CBD and not just Ashburton Trust-owned or
leased facilities, as was the case previously.

Mr Rollinson said the council was
working on the strategy in conjunction with
police and the Ashburton Community
Alcohol & Drug Service in a bid to address
the concerns of business owners who are
often faced with smashed windows, litter,
broken glass, vomit and urine on Monday
mornings.

Four town center ambassadors, who
will patrol streets in the CBD in pairs
between 10 pm and 4 am on Fridays and
Saturdays, are an integral part of the strategy.

The proposed ambassador scheme is based
on a similar scheme in Oamaru, which has
proved to be very successful.

The Ashburton Safer Community Council,
which will employ the ambassadors and
administer the scheme, is looking to employ
four suitable people soon.

The ambassadors’role will include:

* Promoting the Ashburton District in a
positive and informative manner

* Raising awareness about the role the
community can play in crime prevention

* Aiding the general management of public
areas within the CBD

* Promoting community safety

* Improving commercial confidence

* Improving the environment in the CBD
particularly in relation to litter, graffiti
and anti-social behaviour

* Reducing the occurrence of crime,
violence and intoxication in public places

* Deterring and minimising opportunities
for crime

* Preventing and detecting crime and
disorder

* Helping to provide a safer environment
for people who visit, work in, trade in or
enjoy leisure pursuits in the surveillance
area

* Protecting public safety and enhancing
public perception of safety

« Assisting the police by way of more
efficient deployment of resources

Other measures taken to address the problem

include increasing the number of CCTV

cameras, which will be monitored by Timaru

police who will relay any information

gleaned from them to the Ashburton police.
Town centre planning that provides a safer

environment, improved lighting, enhanced

bar security and District Licensing Agency

monitoring of licensed premises and more

frequent cleaning of footpaths are all part of

the proposed strategy which will go a long

way towards ensuring that the town center is

asafe and pleasant environment for all.

There are lots of sandwich boards and
pavement signs in the Ashburton CBD and,
properly placed, they are not a problem.

But lately their numbers have been
increasing and Ashburton District Council
Environmental Health Officer Adrian
Humphries is urging business owners to
check that their pavement advertising
signage complies with current regulations.
“While signs of appropriate size and type
are certainly permissible, their location on
the pavement can

cause obstruction, congestion and,
occasionally, injury.”

In the lead-up to Christmas, council will
be observing pavement signs to ensure they
comply with the council bylaw with regard
to size and placement.

According to the bylaw, signs must be
placed at least 600mm from the kerb and
allow for a pedestrian passageway of at
least two metres. They should not exceed
1.2 metres in height or 650 mm in width and
their placement must not interfere with
street furniture or fittings or with the
opening of car doors in metered areas.

Signs may only be displayed outside the

Pavement signs — check
yours for compliance

premises that they are advertising.

Owners of non-compliant signs may be
requested to remove them and in the event
that non-compliant signs are not removed
the council can impound the signs as a last

Think before you burn!

efore you pile up the
garden waste or fill
the drum with

rubbish you should be aware
that you may be breaching
the Ashburton District
Council Bylaw and ECan Air
Plan Rules and risking an
instant fine of up to $500 (up
to $20000 if prosecuted in
court!)

Outdoor burning can be
unpleasant, unhealthy and
unfair on neighbours,
therefore Ashburton District
Council and ECan have put

Pool fencing — get it right

A pool is described as being an
excavation, structure or product that is
used or is capable of being used for
swimming, wading, paddling or
bathing and includes spa pools.

Anyone intending to install a new
pool, or new pool fence, must apply for
and uplift a Building Consent prior to
commencing the work.

The fencing of Swimming Pools Act
requires pool owners to notify the
Council of existence of a pool. An
application for building consent is an
acceptable way of notifying the
Council of the installation of a new pool
or fence. You can tell us about an
existing pool and we will record this on
your property file.

The immediate pool area is to be
fenced — “Immediate pool area” means
the land in or on which the pool is
situated and so much of the
surrounding area as is used for
activities or purposes carried out in
conjunction with the use of the pool.
The immediate pool area must not
include the whole of the outdoor living
space (your boundary fence alone is not
acceptable). Spa pools require the
same fencing as swimming pools.
Lockable lids to spa pools are non-
compliant.

What fence is required? — A fence
that complies with the Fencing of
Swimming Pools Act 1987, in that all
material components shall be of a
durable nature, the fence shall be a

continuous barrier of appropriate
height, rigidity and strength to prevent
any child up to six years of age from
climbing over, under or through the
fence from the outside. The fence
should extend to 1.2 metres above the
ground, 1.2 metres away from any
object which could be used to climb
over the fence, this includes trees
vegetation etc.

There shall be no gap between
vertical components greater than
100mm.

There shall be no gap under the fence
greater than 100mm.

Where the fence is constructed of
perforated material, trellis, netting or
mesh gaps must be no greater than
10mm for a fence up to 1.8metres high.
(This measurement is on a diagonal or
widest part of the gap. Fences higher
than 1.8metre may have 50mm gaps)

Horizontal boarded fences must
have all gaps filled, all support rails,
bracing etc must that are not vertical are
made inaccessible to climb from the
outside.

All support rails, rods, or wires
which are not vertical shall be
inaccessible for use for climbing from
the outside except if positioned
horizontally and are spaced a minimum
0f900mm apart.

Boundary fences — If a pool fence is
also a boundary fence be aware that
you may have no control over any
object against the neighbours side

which might allow a child to climb
into your pool area from next door.
Gates must:

* Open away from the pool

* Be fitted with self-latching device and
self-closing capable of closing the
gate from 150mm ajar.

*Havealatch.

« If placed on the pool side, must only
be accessible by reaching over the top
of the fence/gate or through a hole at
least 1.2 metres above the ground
from the outside. If on the outside of
the gate, must be at least 1.5 metres
above the ground.

* Be clear of anything that could hold
them open.

* Not lift off their hinges or unlatch if
pulled down on lifted up.

Filling your Pool — When filling the
pool there is a requirement to have a
backflow prevention device fitted to
prevent contamination of a reticulated
water supply. Backflow preventers are
devices fitted into the pipe or hose
system used to fill the pool, to stop
water from the pool being sucked back
into the pipe or hose for whatever
reason, eg. a fall in the mains pressure
and contaminating the water supply
with pool water.

You can get more information on this
topic from your Council, pool supplier
orlocal plumbing merchant.

The value of aesthetically pleasing
gardens cannot be placed above the
value of human lives

rules in place to restrict this
practice, these are shown
below:

ECan has banned ALL
OUTDOOR BURNING IN
RESIDENTIAL AREAS and
has strict controls on burning
outdoors in rural areas (see
below)

Outdoor Burning
RESIDENTIAL Properties
Outdoor burning on
properties zoned residential
throughout Canterbury is not
permitted at any time of the
year without a resource
consent from Environment
Canterbury.

Outdoor Burning in
RURALTrural areas:
Where and when outdoor
burning is permitted, it is
subject to the following

conditions:

Only the following
materials are allowed to be
burnt: Vegetation (including
stubble and crop residue),
paper, cardboard and
untreated wood.

Rubber tyres, painted
wood, wood treated with
preservatives, batteries,
foam, chipboard and some
other materials are not
allowed to be burnt.

Any fire should not cause
an offensive or objectionable
effect beyond the boundary
of the property where the fire
is located. Whether an effect
is offensive or objectionable
is at the discretion of the
Environment Canterbury
enforcement officer - Call
08007655 88.

Ashburton District
Council Rules
Ashburton District Council
has also banned outdoor
burning in all urban areas of
the district — that includes
townships and commercial
areas in and/or adjoining
urban areas, see the bylaw

extract below:

No person shall light any
fire in the open air within an

urban area at any time with

the exception of burning of

fuels in ethnic cooking fires,
barbecues or braziers.

No person shall light any
fire in the open air including a
barbecue, brazier, ethnic
cooking fire, or an incinerator
fire under the following
conditions:

(a) Where the location,
wind, or other conditions
cause or are likely to cause
the fire to become:

(i) A danger to any person or
property; or

(ii) Out of control or spread
beyond the limits of the
premises on which it is lit;
or

(iii) A smoke or ash
nuisance to any person; or

(iv) A hazard to traffic

(b) Within three metres of
any part of a building,
tree, hedge, fence or other
combustible material; or

(c) Without continuous
supervision being
maintained at all times.

There are additional rules

regarding Prohibited Fire

Seasons etc, the complete

bylaw can be found at the

Ashburton District Council

oronits web site.

Conclusion
Please have consideration
and respect for your
neighbours and others who
may be affected by your
actions and dispose of your
waste responsibly. All
domestic waste can be
disposed of at the Resource

Recovery Park near you, if

you are not sure where this is

or have other questions on
waste disposal contact the

Council on307 7700.

Should you have problems
with a neighbour burning
outdoors you should use the
same number to contact an
enforcement officer. ECan
pollution hotline may also be
able to help, its number is Ph
0800 765588.
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