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Project Background

andowners and consultation with the wider social, civic, business,
occupiers of community of the District. entertainment and living
properties close to activities of the District and

the Ashburton Town Centre create a safer and more
The Ashburton Townalong with relevant interest pleasant place for the 
Centre Concept Plan hasgroups are invited to the future.
been initiated as part offirst consultation open day The Concept Plan also
delivering the Ashburtonon Wednesday 29th takes a wider, more holistic
Development Plan (adoptedOctober, between 12am - look at existing and
by Council in 2005). The2pm and 4pm - 8pm. potential destinations
Ashburton District CouncilThe consultation day, to within the three Avenues
has been assisted with thebe held at the Ashburton and beyond. "It is impor-
Concept Plan by BoffaMasonic Lodge meeting tant to understand where
Miskell - specialistroom on Havelock Street, people are coming from 
planners, urban designerswill focus on the proposed and if there are other
and landscape architects.future enhancement of the destinations that can help 

The Concept Plan sets a Ashburton town centre. draw more people and their
broad framework for Throughout the day, vitality into the town,
improvement, building on Council staff and consul- providing the right
the good foundations of the tants involved with the connections are made,"
existing town centre. Thisproject will be on hand to says Tim Church, Urban
framework will take effectanswer questions, and the Designer at Boffa Miskell.
over many years and will day will conclude with a "We are also exploring
have the flexibility tosummary presentation better links to the Domain
accommodate a range of starting at 6 pm. and Ashburton River; both 
new initiatives (only some A second open day is are potentially major
of which are known today).planned for Thursday, 13th recreation areas within easy
The Concept Plan aims to November, following a reach of the town centre".
coordinate many of the review of the initial The Concept Plan will
individual actions andfeedback from property need to appeal to both
changes that can take placeowners and occupiers visitors and locals.
within the town centre, to within the town centre, and "Potential visitors mostly
create a strong focus for the provides an opportunity for move through the town
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Better links between the town centre and potential 
major recreation areas such as the Domain and 

Ashburton River should be explored

along State Highway 1, but local residents to walk and use changes are proposed, the Association), are essential basis for Council investment value."
this often conflicts with the cycle more freely." District Plan review process, parties in the process of in public land (squares,
movement of locals between Once there is an agreed currently running in parallel, successful implementation. streets, parks); clear direction

The intention of thethe eastern and western halves overall Concept Plan, the can give effect to these According to Tim, all for private investment in new
consultation is to gainof the town," Tim says.  "It is Council can then proceed to changes through new zonings stakeholders have a major role developments and businesses
feedback that allows theimportant we have a creative design specific parts of the and development controls. to play in this process, opportunities; and interest
Concept Plan to be refinedsolution that boosts the town centre in greater detail, Stakeholders, such as including businesses, groups can have some
and to move forward to economy of the town centre which will be implemented landowners, occupiers and residents, interest groups and certainty as to the future
finalisation and adoption by by establishing a destination over time through its active interest groups (e.g. landowners. Tim comments shape and quality of the town
Council. More detailedfor visitors, while allowing Community Plan. Where land Ashburton Business "The Concept Plan provides a centre's features they may 

Public Consultation

designs and an implementa- Square with its clock tower. of the town centre will be 
tion plan can then be The project may also vital. He says, "Generally,
prepared that provides the provide opportunities to if you design for the locals,
staging, process and make the most of the the visitors will come; they 
responsibilities for the Council's more recent often seek out places that
Concept Plan actions. investments, such as the have a clear point of

Those attending the new Ashburton Trust difference and do not look
consultation open days will Performing Arts Centre on the same as every other
be free to ask a range of Wills Street. town. We want Ashburton
questions with  ideas and "It will be important to to be memorable and
contributions welcomed consolidate the successful visitors to leave with 
towards the content of the commercial parts of the positive associations."
Concept Plan. A letter will town centre. However, Tim Church believes that
be sent to all the stake- unlike suburban malls, a this is the "chance of a 
holders involved with the town centre is not just lifetime" for the people of 
town centre inviting them about shopping and dining the Ashburton District.
to the first consultation but providing for a variety There is a range of related
open day. A second open of urban experiences, initiatives currently
day will follow which is including community underway by the Council,
planned for general public events and residential including the District Plan
attendance. living close to the town Review and several

centre's amenities" Tim significant community
says. "Ashburton is projects on the drawing
experiencing a period of board.  "This is a rare
growth at the moment and, chance to get these working
as the community expands, together in a way that is 
we will need to accommo- mutually beneficial. TheAshburton’s town centre
date larger civic functions Town Centre Concept Planhas many appealing
and changing day to day is an important piece in thefeatures including a strong
needs". puzzle and it would be street grid, a number of 

Tim believes that great to get the communityhistoric buildings, inde-
capitalising on the distinc- involved at this early stage"pendent shops, large
tive identity and character he says.mature trees and Baring

The Future of the 
Ashburton Town
Centre

Ashburton’s town
centre how would

you like to see
it develop?

Come along, have
your say, share
your ideas with
the planners

The last major revamp of Ashburton’s town centre occurred during the 1970s and ’80s. Today’s Council is seeking to establish a viable long term plan for the centre 
that builds on the good foundations of the good foundations of the existing centre to create a strong focus for the social, civic, business, entertainment and living 

activities of the district and create a safer and more pleasant place for the future.

It is important
we have a creative

solution that boosts the 
economy of the town 

centre by establishing a 
destination for visitors, 

while allowing local 
residents to walk and 

cycle more freely

“

”

A range of potential projects could better
“stitch” the town centre together and help it 
grow in a coordinated way.

Consultation Open Day
Wednesday, October 29
12am-2pm and 4pm-8pm

Ashburton Masonic Lodge Rooms
Havelock Street


